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ADVERTISEMENT 


BY  THE 

TRANSLATOR, 

IH  A V E never  met  with  the  following 
Letters,  between  Prince  Auguftus  Wil- 
liam and  Frederic  II.  in  Englifh ; nor  do  I 
believe  they  have  been  publifhed  in  our  lan- 
guage, though,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
chara&er  of  the  monarch,  they  are  exceed- 
ingly interefting.  The  Introdu&ory  Nar- 
rative, that  precedes  them,  has  the  moft  au- 
thentic mark  of  having  been  written  by  the 
Prince  himfelf,  which  is  that  of  a man  who 
lpeaks  feelingly,  yet  with  all  the  caution, 
reftraint,  and  delicacy,  which  circumftances 
and  his  fituation  infpired.  The  explana- 
tory notes,  to  the  Letters,  are  likewife  by  the 
Prince.  The  whole  was  publifhed  by  him- 
felf, as  a j uftification  of  his  condud:,  and  as 
the  neceffary  fafeguard  of  his  honour. 
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INTRODUCTORY  NARRATIVE. 

SOME  days  after  the  unfortunate  battle 
of  Kolin,  on  the  i3th  of  June,  in  1757,  his 
majefly  gave  me  to  underftand,  by  letter,  he 
had  determined  to  confide  the  vanquifhed  army, 
with  an  augmentation  of  forne  regiments,  to 
me. 

I was  then  at  the  camp  of  Leutmeritz,  with 
marfhal  Keith.  The  king  arrived  there  on  the 
2/th  of  June.  He  fent  for  me  into  his  apart- 
ment, and  converfed  with  me  on  all  the  orders 
vol.  xin.  B which 
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which  he  had  given  for  my  conduct.  He  had 
a map  of  Bohemia  before  him.  I endeavoured 
perfe&ly  to  remember  every  thing  he  faid  ; and, 
after  returning  home,  I wrote  to  him  that,  it 
being  pofiible  l might  not  have  perfectly  under- 
flood  his  orders,  I had  taken  the  liberty  to  draw 
up  a memorandum,  on  a folded  (beet,  and  that 
he  might  mark  in  the  margin  any  omiflion  I 
might  have  made,  or  erafe  any  paffage  in  which 
I had  committed  any  miftake. 

My  letter  was  very  well  received,  and  the 
king  himfelf  told  me  he  would  make  fome  ad- 
ditions. 

I hoped  the  king  would  fign  this  memorial, 
which  might  ferve  me  as  inftru&ions. 

I had  orders  to  depart,  on  the  29th  of  June, 
with  a thoufand  waggons,  loaded  with  flour, 
and  efcorted  by  two  battalions  and  a hundred 
huflars,  under  the  aufpices  of  God  and  fortune. 

Being  with  the  king,  to  bid  him  farewel,  and 
about  to  depart,  he  gave  me  a roll  of  paper, 
which  I was  in  hade  to  open.  How  great  was 
my  aftonifhment  to  fee  my  memorial,  without 
having  been  figned  by  the  king,  or  without  a 
word  under  his  hand  ! I departed  therefore  with- 
out inftrudions,  and  committed  myfelf  to  the 
diferetion  of  the  king,  who  continued  free  to 
approve,  or  to  reprehend,  my  adions. 


The 
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The  inftru&ions  which  the  king  had  given 
me  by  word  of  mouth,  enjoined  me — 

1.  To  maintain  the  poft  of  Jung-Buntzlau  as 
long  as  I poffibly  could. 

2.  There  to  load  the  waggons  with  bread  for 
ten  days,  that,  fhould  it  be  neceffary  for  me  to 
pafs  into  Silefia,  the  army  might  have  fufficient 
provifion,  till  it  fhould  arrive  in  the  environs  of 
Schweidnitz,  from  which  place  it  might  draw 
more. 

3.  To  fend  to  general  Brandeis,  to  haften  his 
march,  and  to  conduct  the  convoy  of  flour, 
which  was  coming  from  Silefia  to  the  army, 
through  Zittau. 

4.  To  reconnoitre  the  roads;  that,  in  cafe  I 
fhould  wifh  to  join  the  king  at  Leutmeritz,  or 
his  majefty  fhould  wifh  to  join  me,  the  ma- 
noeuvre might  be  eafily  put  in  execution. 

The  governors  of  the  fortreffes  in  Silefia,  and 
the  chamber  of  Breflau,  had  orders  to  fend  their 
reports  to  me.  I was  provided  with  cyphers, 
that  the  correfpondence  might  be  carried  on 
with  fafety. 

After  three  days  march,  I arrived,  on  the  firft 
of  July,  at  the  camp  of  Buntzlau,  where J found 
things  in  a very  different  ftate  to  the  account 
which  had  been  given  of  them  to  me,  by  the 
king.  There  was  not  a bufhel  of  flour  in  the 
B 2 magazine; 
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magazine ; but,  on  the  contrary,  the  dearth  of 
provifions  throughout  the  camp  was  univerfal  : 
and  there  was  almoft  certain  information  that 
the  enemy  intended  to  inclofe  us,  which  might 
eafily  be  performed,  according  to  the  fituation 
of  the  camp. 

I wrote  the  letter  No  I.  to  the  king ; and  on 
the  3d  of  July  I began  my  march,  toward  the 
camp  of  Neufchlofs,  which  a<5t  his  majefty  did 
not  difapprove. 

General  Winterfeld,  in  whom  the  king  placed 
confidence,  advifed  me  to  retreat  ftill  another 
march,  and  fix  my  camp  at  Leipa.  I followed 
his  advice;  becaufe,  by  this  motion,  I approach- 
ed the  magazine  of  Zittau,  and  thus  greatly  fa- 
cilitated the  arrival  of  the  convoy. 

I placed  garrifons  in  the  caftles  of  Gabel  and 
Reichfladt,  to  fecure  the  road  of  Zittau. 

General  Brandeis  fortunately  arrived  with  the 
convoy,  and  brought  us  flour  fufficient  for  ten 
days. 

The  king  wrote  me  the  letter  dated  July  the 
7th,  in  which  he  very  much  difapproved  my 
having  quitted  the  camp  of  Neufchlofs. 

We  had  advice  of  the  enemy,  and  that  prince 
Charles  had  joined  marfhal  Daun,  with  the  army 
which  had  been  blockaded  in  Prague;  that 
they  had  pafled  the  Elbe,  near  Brandeis,  and 

directed 
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diredted  their  march  along  the  Ifer ; that  their 
general  quarters  were  at  Klafler,  a place  in  the 
vicinity  of  Munchengraetz ; that  general  Mo- 
rotz,  with  the  buffers,  had  been  detached  to 
Nimes  ; and  that  general  Beck  had  taken  poll 
near  Neufchlofs,  with  a corps  of  regulars,  and 
fome  pandours.  It  was  further  faid,  that  the 
corps  of  Nadafti  had  marched  to  Leutmeritz, 
and  that  general  Keil  had  pa  fled  into  Silefia, 
with  ten  thoufand  men. 

From  thefe  reports  it  was  not  difficult  to  divine 
the  intention  of  the  enemy.  I wrote  to  inform  the 
king  that,  according  to  the  pofition  of  the  foe,  it 
Teemed  to  be  his  purpofe  to  cut  me  oft'  from 
Zittau  : and  that  he  would  fucceed  in  this  more 
eafily,  fhould  he  fix  his  camp  near  Nimes ; but 
that,  fhould  I immediately  caufe  the  army  to 
occupy  the  poft  of  Gabel,  his  defign  on  Zittau 
might  be  fruftrated,  I not  then  having  more 
than  one  march  to  arrive  at  the  place.  The 
anfvver  which  the  king  returned,  on  the  third, 
will  be  Teen. 

I a fecond  time  wrote  on  the  2d  ; the  anfvver 
to  which,  dated  the  4th,  did  not  arrive  till  fome 
days  afterward. 

Perceiving  the  king  abfolutely  determined 
that  I fhould  not  quit  the  camp  of  Leipa,  not- 
withflanding  the  neceffity  there  was  to  cover  the 
B 3 magazine 
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magazine  of  Zittau  I formed  the  plan  of  de- 
taching a corps  of  twelve  battalions,  and  fome 
fquadrons,  to  occupy  the  camp  of  Gabel ; and 
this  detachment  was  to  have  departed  on  the  13th, 

On  the  night  of  the  12  th,  I received  the  fatal 
letter  from  the  king,  dated  the  10th,  in  which 
he  commanded  me  to  march  a confiderable 
corps  toward  Tetfchen,  becaufe  he  believed 
the  enemy  meant  to  attack  that  place.  This 
order  was  a thunder-flroke  to  me,  for  I forefaw 
the  misfortune  that  would  follow.  The  detach- 
ment enfeebled  the  army  fo  much,  that,  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  I could  not  fpare  a 
fingle  regiment,  without  expofing  myfelf  to 
danger. 

On  the  14th,  it  was  requifite  to  fend  our  wag- 
gons to  Zittau,  to  obtain  flour  for  ten  days. — 
General  Putkammer  had  orders  to  efcort  them, 
with  two  battalions.  Winterfeld,  to  whom  I 
had  given  the  command  of  the  corps  that  was  to 
fuccour  Tetfchen,  had  arrived  at  Kamnitz.  He 
fent  me  word  that  every  thing  was  quiet  in  thofe 
quarters ; and  that  he  had  fpoken.  to  fome  men 
who  caqae  from  Tetfchen,  and  who  affirmed 
they  had  not  feen  a fingle  man  of  the  enemy. 
Therefore  the  king  had  been  wrongly  informed. 

Morotz,  who,  as  I have  juft  faid,  held  the  pofl 
of  Nimes,  rendered  the  communication  with 

Gabel 
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Gabel  very  difficult.  I could  obtain  no  intel- 
ligence. A meffenger  muft  neceffarily  have  an 
efcort  of  thirty  huffars,  and  twelve  grenadiers. 
There  were  two  defiles  to  pafs  ; news  was  often 
brought  me  by  people  difguifed,  who  were 
obliged  to  make  great  circuits. 

On  the  14th,  I received  fome  advice  from 
Gabel.  In  the  morning,  between  five  and  fix,  I 
heard  a heavy  cannonading  on  the  fide  of  Reich- 
fladt,  by  which  our  convoy  was  to  pafs,  and  foon 
after  general  Putkammer  fent  me  word  that  he 
was  oppofed  by  a corps  of  regular  troops. 

I immediately  ordered  three  battalions  to  arms, 
and  a regiment  of  dragoons  to  mount,  and  fent 
thefe  forces  under  the  command  of  general 
Leflwitz,  bidding  him  endeavour  to  relieve  the 
convoy,  and  to  follow  it  till  he  fhould  fee  that 
its  van  had  attained  the  lad:  defile  of  Gabel. 

I fent  to  general  Winteifeld,  enjoining  him 
to  march  his  detachment  to  the  army,  without 
delay. 

The  enemy  no  foonef  perceived  the  approach 
of  general  Leflwitz  than  he  retreated,  and  ap- 
peared to  defifl  from  liis  attempt  on  the  convoy. 
General  Leflwitz  returned  to  the  camp  in  the 
afternoon,  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had 
drawn  in  his  horns,  and  that  the  convoy  con- 
tinued its  march  unmolefted. 

B 4 
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Between  five  and  fix,  we  heard  a grand  dif- 
charge  of  artillery  and  finall  arms.  I was  not  a 
little  emba  miffed,  not  doubting  but  that  the 
convoy  was  attacked  near  Gabel ; and  foon 
after  I faw  the  five  fquadrons  of  huffars,  which 
I had  detached  to  Gabel,  coming  full  trot,  by 
private  paths  and  circuitous  ways,  who  told  me 
that  they  could  not  pafs  the  high  road,  becaufe 
the  enemy  held  the  defiles.  The  major,  who 
commanded  thefe  huffars,  reported  that  general 
Putkammer,  being  arrived  at  Gabel,  had  met  a 
corps  of  regulars,  that  had  affaulted  him  by  a 
cannonading  ; that  he  had  found  much  difficulty 
in  conducting  the  two  battalions  and  a part  of 
the  waggons  to  Gabel ; that  another  corps  at 
the  fame  time  had  attacked  the  town,  and  that 
the  whole  army  of  marfhal  Daun,  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  prince  Charles,  was  encamped  near 
Nimes.  This  major  was  much  aftonilhed  to 
hear  that  the  great  number  of  couriers,  whom 
he  had  fent  to  give  me  this  information,  had 
none  of  them  arrived. 

I affembled  the  bed  informed  generals,  to 
know  their  opinions  on  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  neceffary  to  aCt ; for  it  was  an  affair  of  con- 
fequence. 

Winterfeld  excufed  his  attendance,  by  alleg- 
ing his  wounds  and  fatigues,  faying  that  there 

would 
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would  be  time  enough  to  deliberate  on  the 
morrow. 

The  refolutions  that  remained  for  us  to  take 
were — 

1 . To  march  with  the  whole  army  to  Gabel* 
to  fup port  that  place  ; which  appeared  morally 
impoflible,  becaufe,  during  the  march*  our  dank 
muft  have  been  prefented  to  the  enemy,  we 
mull  have  palfed  through  defiles,  and  have  at- 
tacked twenty  thoufand  men  with  twenty -five 
tlioufand  *. 

2.  To  join  the  king  at  Leutmeritz  ; in  which 
cafe  we  fhould  abandon  Zittau,  with  the  ma- 
gazine and  the  garrifon. 

3.  To  march  to  Zittau  through  Kamnitz  and 
Rumburg;  which  laft  refolution  feemed  to  be 
the  only  one  that  could  fave  the  army,  and  per- 
haps Zittau  itfelf. 

After  having  well  weighed  the  affair,  and 
confulted  thofe  who  knew  the  country,  I made 
every  difpofition  for  the  march.  The  van- 
guard was  committed  to  general  Schmettau, 
with  orders  to  gain  the  town  of  Zittau  as  foon 
as  poftible,  and  to  occupy  the  Eckcrfberg,  which 
is  an  important  poft.  The  baggage,  efcorted 
by  feveral  battalions,  wras  to  follow  the  van- 

* There  is  furely  fome  miftake  in  numbers,  here  ; the 
combined  armies  of  marfhal  Daun  and  prince  Charles  muft 
have  greatly  exceeded  twenty  thoufand.  T, 
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guard.  General  Winterfeld  was  to  follow  the 
baggage,  and  form  the  van-guard  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  army,  with  fome  battalions.  We 
could  only  march  in  one  column,  becaufe  the 
roads  were  impra&icable. 

Being  uncertain,  relative  to  the  fate  of  Gabel, 
I followed  the  advice  of  general  Winterfeld, 
and  fent  general  Rebentifch  thither,  with  three 
battalions,  that  he  might  endeavour  to  gain  cer- 
tain intelligence.  Scarcely  had  this  general  ar- 
rived among  the  hills,  half  a mile  diftant  from 
the  camp,  before  he  faw  a corps  of  the  enemy, 
marching  full  fpeed  to  cut  him  off.  I was 
obliged  immediately  to  fend  general  Manteuf- 
fel,  with  three  additional  battalions,  toward 
which  general  Rebentifch  retired,  and  which 
covered  his  retreat.  He  brought  me  one  of  the 
townfmen  of  Gabel,  who  related  that  the  garri- 
fon,  after  a brifk  defence,  wanting  powder,  had 
been  obliged  to  capitulate.  Four  battalions  at- 
tacked by  an  army  can,  of  courfe,  capitulate 
no  otherwife  than  by  furrendering  themfelves 
prifoners. 

The  van-guard,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Schmettau,  began  its  march  on  the  1 5th  in 
the  evening.  It  would  have  marched  fooner, 
could  bread  have  fooner  been  baked  ; which 
circumftance  occafioned  the  delay. 

1 intended  to  have  followed,  with  the  army, 

at 
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,at  day-break ; but  I loft  all  hope  of  this,  when 
on  the  17th,  at  five  in  the  morning,  I faw 
the  laft  baggage  waggons  were  ftill  in  the 
camp.  To  facilitate  the  march  in  quefcion,  and 
affume  a good  fituation,  for  I had  a great  deal 
of  ground  to  cover,  I made  a motion  with 
my  right  wing,  and  Rationed  my  camp  on  the 
heights  of  Oberlibich,  where  I had  a defile  in 
front. 

On  the  1 8th  the  army  marched,  in  one  co- 
lumn, to  Kamnitz.  The  baggage,  which  filed 
off  through  Kreywitz,  was  attacked  near  Haffel. 
The  fears  and  the  diforder  of  the  camp  followers, 
who  always  fuppofe  the  danger  greater  than  it 
really  is,  occafioned  feveral  waggons  to  flop 
each  other,  and  to  break  down.  Many  of  the 
pontons  were  overthrown ; the  enemy  pillaged 
much  of  the  baggage,  and  took  a good  number 
of  horfes.  The  pandours,  who  had  taken  poll 
behind  an  abatis  haflily  thrown  up,  fired  on  our 
men,  while  others  attacked  the  baggage.  Our 
free  company  and  chaffeurs  marched  round  the 
abatis,  attacked  the  pandours,  and  obliged  them 
to  retire. 

As  the  baggage  entirely  flopped  up  the  road, 
we  were  obliged  to  deftroy  the  waggons,  and 
leave  all  of  them  there,  except  fuch  as  we  could 
riot  do  without.  General  Winterfeld  caufed  the 
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van- guard  to  be  followed  by  workmen  to  break 
down  the  abatis,  and  to  repair  the  roads.  Moft 
of  the  pontons,  not  well  provided  with  horfes, 
were  broken  to  pieces. 

Two  reafons  induced  us  to  haften  our  march: 

1.  We  had  only  bread  enoug  > for  ten  days. 

2.  Every  effort  muft  be  made,  to  be  before 
the  enemy  at  Zittau. 

On  the  19th,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  gene- 
ral Winterfeld  fent  to  inform  me  that  the  roads 
were  cleared.  The  army  began  its  march,  and 
the  van- guard  haftened  to  gain  the  heights  of 
Kreywitz. 

Scarcely  had  the  army  decamped  before  ge- 
neral Winterfeld  fent  to  let  me  know  that  he 
faw  a corps,  provided  with  cannon  and  cavalry, 
about  fix  thoufand  ftrong,  coming  from  the  fide 
of  Zittau ; that  he  imagined  this  corps  meant 
to  gain  Kreywitz,  but  that  he  would  ufe  every 
effort  to  prevent  fuch  an  attempt. 

To  reinforce  general  Winterfeld,  I ordered 
thirteen  battalions  and  two  regiments  of  horfe 
to  march,  by  another  road,  which  was  fhorter 
than  that  taken  by  the  army. 

This  road  was  only  a kind  of  wide  path,  that 
led  over  rocks.  The  battalions  marched  with- 
out artillery,  or  guard  regiments. 

We  joined  general  Winterfeld  in  time. 

5 The 
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The  head  of  the  army  having  palled  the  vil- 
lage of  HafTel,  we  heard  a firing  of  mufketry, 
and  fome  difcharges  of  artillery.  This  pro- 
ceeded from  a corps  of  pandours,  that  had  con- 
cealed themfelves  in  the  foreft  of  Kaltenberg, 
and  who  fired  when  the  laft  battalion  of  the 
van-guard,  which  was  that  of  Brunfwick,  was 
about  to  enter  the  defile,  to  cover  the  march  of 
the  regiment  of  Wurtenberg  dragoons.  The 
battalion  drew  up,  and  charged  the  pandours ; 
the  dragoons  took  poll  on  a height  near  the  bat- 
talion; the  prince  of  Wurtenberg  had  a horfe 
killed  under  him,  but  received  no  injury  him- 
felf. 

As  foon  as  the  army  arrived,  I fent.  general 
Leftwitz,  with  three  battalions,  to  fupport  that 
of  Brunfwick,  and  to  fruftrate  the  pillage  of  the 
pandours.  Scarcely  had  thefe  battalions  enter- 
ed the  foreft,  before,  after  a charge  that  continued 
a quarter  of  an  hour,  every  thing  became  quiet. 
Night  came  on,  and  the  defile  we  had  to  pafs 
extended  a quarter  of  a mile.  I took  care  not 
to  make  this  march  during  night ; becaufe,  on 
the  leaf!  noife,  the  diforder  would  have  been 
inevitable ; add  to  which,  all  the  roads  were 
blocked  up,  by  waggons,  fo  that  none  of  the 
artillery  could  pafs. 

I took  the  refolution  to  pofc  the  regiments  on 
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the  Kaltenberg,  as  well  as  it  was  poffible.  The 
cavalry  encamped,  furrounded  by  the  infantry, 
which  I had  placed  round  the  mountain.  The 
foreft  and  all  the  avenues  were  guarded  by  pi- 
quets, and  advanced  polls ; no  tents  were  erect- 
ed, becaufe  the  ground  was  too  narrow.  Our 
men  were  very  ill  at  their  eafe ; they  had  been 
haraffed  on  their  march,  had  neither  bread  nor 
water,  and  lay  in  the  open  field  ; which  was  one 
of  the  caufes  of  the  great  defertion. 

One  of  the  horfe  chaffeurs  of  the  king  came 
to  requeft  I would  fend  fome  huffars  with  him, 
faying  he  hoped  to  find  a road,  which  led  round 
the  mountain,  that  was  held  by  the  dragoons 
of  Wurtenberg.  He  had  judged  rightly,  and 
brought  me  word  that,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain,  there  was  ground  fpacious  enough 
to  encamp  a regiment  in  front,  and  three  or 
four  regiments  in  the  rear.  This  difcovery  gave 
me  much  pleafure,  becaufe  it  freed  me  from 
fome  regiments,  we  being  too  much  confined. 

The  fame  chaffeur  came  a fecond  time,  to 
afk  an  efcort  of  huffars,  and  found  a road  that  led 
to  Kreywitz.  This  road  was  fo  little  beaten  that 
I imagined  it  was  long  fince  it  had  been  paffed  by 
any  perfon  ; but  the  difcovery  made  me  deter- 
mine to  march  in  two  columns. 

General  Leflwitz  fent  to  tell  me  that  he  had 
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happily  joined  general  Winterfeld.  We  were 
certain  that  the  pandours  had  quitted  the  defile 
that  they  held  the  day  before,  and  difpoiitions 
were  made  that  a part  of  the  army  might  take 
the  road  of  the  van-guard,  and  that  the  other 
column  might  pafs  by  that  which  the  chafleur 
had  difcovered.  An  additional  battalion  was 
fent  to  examine  the  foreft,  and  workmen  were 
ordered  to  carry  off  the  waggons,  that  had  been 
broken  down, 

• In  fine,  on  the  20th,  at  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  the  whole  army  was  on  its  march,  and 
the  two  columns  fafely  arrived  without  a blow 
near  Kreywitz,  where  the  van- guard  already  was 
encamped.  Not  having  any  bread  for  the  day, 
we  gave  two  gros  to  each  man. 

In  the  afternoon,  general  Winterfeld  de- 
camped, with  the  van-guard  that  had  taken  reft, 
and  I gave  him  orders  to  proceed  as  far  as  he 
could,  without  fatiguing  his  men ; the  army- 
followed  by  brigades,  in  order  that  one  regiment 
might  take  as  much  reft  as  another.  We  pafted 
Kreywitz,  and  were  obliged  to  afcend  a hill,  on 
which  we  every  where  difcovered  broken  wag- 
gons. 

General  Winterfeld  advanced  the  fame  day 
to  Rumburg,  and  I caufed  the  army  to  encamp 
near  the  village  of  Schoenlinde.  The  pandours 

had 
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had  taken  poll  in  a wood,  and  fkirmifhed  all 
night  long  with  our  chaffeurs,  and  free  company, 
without  doing  them  any  injury. 

A battalion  of  grenadiers,  formed  of  Saxons, 
that  covered  the  baggage,  the  fame  day  afforded 
a mark  of  its  fidelity.  It  was  fent  to  keep  the 
wood,  and  the  whole  battalion,  two  hundred 
men  excepted,  laid  down  their  arms,  and  palled 
over  to  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I was  informed 
by  general  Winterfeld  that  the  army  might 
fhorten  the  road,  fhould  we  leave  Rumburg  on 
the  left,  and  march  immediately  to  the  heights 
of  Unterhennerfdorf,  where  he  would  wait  with 
the  van- guard  for  our  arrival. 

On  the  fame  day  I learned,  from  general 
Schmettau,  that  he  had  arrived  on  the  19th  at 
Zittau,  where  he  had  jound  a corps  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
of  Arenberg,  who  were  there  before  him.  He 
faw  the  infantry  polled  on  the  Eckerfberg,  by 
which  he  was  cannonaded  without  effedt ; and 
about  thirty  fquadrons  made  a fhew  of  attacking 
him  in  flank  and  rear.  The  general,  not  find- 
ing any  good  pofl  which  he  could  affume, 
caufed  all  his  troops  to  enter  the  town,  and,  be- 
ing in  want  of  forage,  he  fent  away  the  cavalry, . 
on  the  20th,  with  orders  to  join  general  Winter- 
feld. 
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The  van-guard  proceeded  as  far  as  Spitzkan- 
nerfdorf,  and  the  army  encamped  on  the  heights 
of  Unterhennerfdorf,  by  the  fide  of  a pond, 
that  the  men  might  not  want  water. 

General  Schmettau  fent  intelligence  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  enemy’s  army  had  arrived 
on  the  1 2th;  that  the  Auftrian  camp  extended 
from  Grothau  to  Gifmanfdorf,  having  Neifs  in 
front;  and  that  prince  Charles  had  fummoned 
the  town,  and  had  received  the  ufual  anfwer. 

The  army  marched  on  the  22d  at  day-break, 
and  the  little  baggage  that  remained  had  orders 
to  follow.  Being  arrived  on  the  height  of  Kal- 
berbuch,  we  difcovered  the  enemy’s  camp  be- 
yond the  Neifle,  and  two  confiderable  corps, 
one  of  which  was  polled  on  this  fide  the  Neifle, 
and  the  other  on  this  fide  of  the  Eckerlberg. 
Soon  after  a corps  of  German  cavalry  approached, 
file  by  file,  from  the  plain,  to  obferve  our  mo- 
tions. 

The  head  of  the  van-guard  advanced  as  far 
as  Herbfdorf,  where  the  enemy  had  placed  in- 
fantry, with  artillery,  in  the  burial-ground.  For 
this  reafon,  we  thought  proper  to  wheel  to  the 
left,  and  march  round  the  village,  which  is  very 
long;  accordingly  fo  we  did.  The  enemy’s 
cavalry,  that  had  obferved  us,  took  poll  on  a 
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height  at  the  end  of  the  village  of  Herbfdorf, 
on  the  right. 

When  we  had  made  the  tour  of  the  village, 
and  had  recovered  the  right,  at  the  end  of  the 
faid  village,  the  head  of  the  column  was  ordered 
to  halt,  and  the  generals  were  affembled,  to  deli- 
berate on  the  means  of  marching,  to  procure 
bread  from  Zittau. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  general  Winterfeld  that 
the  army  fhould  march  in  two  columns,  by  the 
lide  of  Herbfdorf,  which  we  muft  leave  on  our 
left,  and  approach  Zittau  with  the  right  wing 
of  the  army  ; affirming  that  we  might  then 
obtain  bread  without  danger. 

The  generals,  who  knew  the  ground,  obje&ed 
that,  fhould  we  march  with  the  whole  army  in 
the  plain,  and  fhould  the  enemy  be  concealed 
in  the  ravines,  at  the  foot  of  Eckerfberg,  we 
Ihould  be  obliged  to  face  about,  as  foon  as  they 
fhould  leave  their  ambufcade,  in  which  cafe  our 
right  wing  would  be  molefted  by  the  cavalry, 
that  had  obferved  our  march,  and  behind  which 
we  could  not  fay  whether  there  might  not  be 
likewife  infantry  concealed,  and  our  left  would 
be  entirely  expofed  to  the  artillery  of  Eckerf- 
berg ; fhould  the  enemy  ftill  further  detach  a 
corps,  to  occupy  the  heights  that  we  held,  the 

whole 
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whole  army  would  be  fo  enclofed  that  it  would 
find  it  very  difficult  to  extricate  itfelf. 

While  we  were  deliberating,  the  enemy  re- 
lieved us  from  our  uncertainty,  by  caufing  many 
troops  to  file  off  behind  Sieferfdorf,  which  troops 
approached  the  heights  that  fupported  the  Au- 
flrian  left  wing.  This  motion  determined  the 
pofition  it  was  neceffary  we  fhould  take.  Our 
left  remained  on  the  heights  where  we  were, 
having  Oderwitz  in  the  rear  ; a battalion  occu- 
pied an  old  redoubt,  and  the  right  wing  pro- 
ceeded along  the  village  of  Herbfdorf,  which 
the  enemy  had  abandoned. 

General  Winterfeld  marched  with  fome  bat- 
talions toward  Zittau,  from  which  place  general 
Schmettau  made  a fally,  with  two  battalions,  to 
meet  him,  and  bring  fufficient  bread  for  the 
army,  for  a day  and  a half.  The  enemy  can- 
nonaded general  Winterfeld,  without  doing  him 
any  harm. 

When  all  the  pofls  were  occupied,  the  beft 
meafures  had  been  taken,  and  the  ground  had 
been  profited  by,  not  being  more  than  a cannon 
fhot  diftant  from  the  foe,  the  men  were  ordered 
not  to  eredt  their  tents,  nor  to  undrefs  them- 
felves.  The  corps  of  cavalry,  which  the  enemy 
had  pofted  on  the  heights  of  our  right  wing,  re- 
tired at  the  approach  of  general  Winterfeld. 
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Thefe  heights  were  occupied  by  our  men,  and 
we  there  fupported  our  right  wing. 

The  enemy  filed  off  troops  all  the  day,  over 
the  little  bridge  of  Schonau.  In  the  evening, 
almoft  the  whole  Auftrian  army  was  on  this  fide 
of  the  river,  fronting  us.  Several  deferters  af- 
firmed that  orders  had  been  given  not  to  eredt 
the  tents.  We  imagined  we  fhould  be  attacked 
on  the  morrow,  as  was  natural  to  be  fuppofed, 
from  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  in  numbers. 

The  batteries  of  the  enemy  being  ready,  the 
town  of  Zittau  was  hotly  bombarded,  on  the 
2 2d,  and  was  all  on  fire  about  noon.  The  gar- 
rifon  was  not  fired  upon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  when  every  thing 
was  calm,  I ordered  the  camp  to  be  traced, 
and  tents  to  be  eredted.  The  enemy  did  the 
fame. 

General  Rebentifch  was  commanded  to  march 
to  Zittau,  with  fome  battalions,  and  to  condudt 
the  army  waggons  thither,  that  they  might  be 
loaded  with  bread  and  flour.  The  excefs  of 
heat,  and  the  half-burnt  houfes,  which  fell  in 
ruins  on  each  other,  prevented  the  execution  of 
this  order. 

About  one  o’clock,  the  governor  fent  to  in- 
form me  that  the  heat,  occafioned  by  the  confla- 
gration, rendered  it  impoflible  for  him  longer 

to 
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to  keep  the  place,  and  that  he  waited  new  or- 
ders. 

I returned  for  anfwer  he  muft  maintain  his  poft 
as  long  as  he  poftibly  could,  and  that  he  muft  then 
quit  the  town,  with  the  garrifon,  and  march  to 
join  the  army.  This  was  executed  in  the  evening. 
The  fix  battalions  that  compofed  the  garrifon 
fortunately  arrived,  without  having  loft  a fingle 
man,  by  any  attempts  of  the  enemy,  but  many 
by  defertion.  A battalion  of  grenadiers,  formed 
from  the  Saxon  regiments,  beat  the  chamade, 
forced  the  Frauenthor,  and  fled  toward  the 
enemy,  except  about  a hundred  men,  who  alfo 
arrived  at  the  army. 

Colonel  Diezelfky,  who  was  the  commander, 
was  cut  off  from  his  men,  by  a houfe  that  had 
been  thrown  down  ; and  he  and  the  divifion, 
which  guarded  the  colours,  were  taken  pri- 
foners  ; as  was  alfo  the  elder  major  Kleift,  of  the 
regiment  of  the  margrave  Henry, with  the  colours. 

Tfte  whole  town  of  Zittau  was  laid  in  allies, 
while  we  were  unable  to  afford  it  any  fuccour ; 
it  was  bombarded  by  the  enemy  on  the  other 
fide,  to  which  we  could  not  march,  without 
making  the  army  file  off.  Unable  to  fave  the 
flour,  and  having  only  bread  for  half  a day, 
nothing  remained  for  us  but  to  decamp  as  faft 
as  poffible. 
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The  following  difpofition  was  made  : 

On  the  24th;  at  fix  in  the  evening,  general 
Schultz  marched,  with  fome  battalions,  fome 
huflars,  and  the  army  baggage.  The  ten  bat- 
talions and  the  thirty  fquadrons  that  compofed 
the  van- guard,  under  the  command  of  general 
Winterfeld,  were  to  take  arms  at  ten  o’clock. 

The  army  was  to  march,  in  one  column,  at 
midnight. 

The  rear-guard,  twelve  battalions  and  twenty 
fquadrons  ftrong,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
rals Leftwitz  and  Ziethen,  was  to  occupy  the 
heights,  and  cover  the  march  of  the  army. 

The  army  was  to  march  to  the  left,  leaving  a 
foreft,  named  Wood-royal,  on  the  right,  and  to 
pafs,  at  the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  a mile,  round 
the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  to  attain  the  high 
road  that  leads  through  Rupperfdorf,  Herrnhut, 
Strahwald,  and  Loebau. 

This  difpofition  was  happily  executed  on  the 
24th  and  25th ; except  that,  in  the  dark,  fome 
regiments  of  the  van-guard  eroded  each  other, 
and  loft  the  road  of  the  rendezvous ; whence  it 
happened  that  the  army,  which  was  to  have 
departed  at  midnight,  did  not  march  before 
morning. 

We  all  imagined  our  rear-guard  would  be 
furioufly  attacked.  It  may  be  faid  we  were  at 

the 
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the  difcretion  of  the  enemy,  who  might  have 
made  a difpofition  that  would  have  much  re- 
tarded us,  and  againft  which  his  fiiperiority  of 
ftrength  muft  undoubtedly  have  interdicted  felf- 
defence.  But  this  alarm  was  vain  ; the  enemy 
did  not  difturb  us,  and  we  made  our  march 
without  any  ill  accident.  Our  rear-guard  was 
followed  by  only  fome  five  hundred  huflars, 
who  harafled  our  free  company. 

The  army  arrived  in  the  camp  of  Loebau,  an 
hour  after  midnight,  where  general  Schultz  al- 
ready was,  with  the  baggage,  without  having 
loft  a fingle  waggon. 

On  the  26th  the  camp  halted,  and  bread  ar- 
rived frpm  Budiffin. 

On  the  27th  we  marched  to  Budiffin.  General 
Winterfeld  encamped,  with  the  van-guard,  on 
the  heights  of  Hochkirchen,  which  poll  fecured 
a communication  with  the  town  of  Lcebau,  in 
cafe  the  king  fhould  have  an  intention  to  aftume 
this  camp. 

On  the  28th,  general  Winterfeld  decamped, 
at  the  approach  of  a corps  of  the  enemy,  and 
came  to  join  the  army  near  Budiffin.  I learned 
that  the  king  had  arrived  there,  with  fixteen 
battalions  and  twenty-eight  fquadrons. 

On  the  29th  he  fent  his  aid  du  camp,  Oppe, 
with  orders  that  he  fhould  be  fhewn  the  fituation 
C 4 ©f 
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of  the  camp,  of  which  he  was  to  make  his  re- 
port to  the  king,  who  intended  to  regulate  his 
camp  by  ours. 

At  ten,  the  king  arrived  on  the  right  wing  of 
our  camp,  accompanied  by  the  guard  du  corps, 
the  gens  d’armes,  and  fome  founders,  whom  he 
ordered  to  mark  out  the  camp  for  the  regiments 
he  brought.  I mounted  my  horfe,  to  go  and 
meet  his  majefly,  accompanied  by  the  duke  of 
Bevern,  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  and  the 
principal  generals. 

The  king  no  fooner  faw  us  than  he  turned  his 
horfe,  and  remained  near  a quarter  of  an  hour  in 
that  pollute.  But  he  was  obliged  to  face  about, 
to  give  place  to  the  fourriers.  I approached  to  pay 
him  my  refjpefts,  but  he  did  not  fpeak  a word, 
nor  deign  to  look  at  me,  and  fcarcely  moved  his 
hat.  The  duke  of  Bevern  and  the  other  generals 
were  no  better  received. 

He  foon  after  called  for  general  Goltz,  and 
faid  to  him — “ Tell  my  brother  and  all  his  ge- 
<e  nerals  that,  did  I adt  as  I ought,  I fhould  cut 
“ off  their  heads.** 

This  was  no  agreeable  compliment.  Some 
generals  were  grieved,  others  offended,  and 
others  again  turned  it  to  ridicule. 

I was  informed  the  king  had  forbidden  the 
Regiments  he  brought  with  him  all  intercourfe 

with 
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with  thofe  under  my  command,  pretending  that 
my  officers  and  my  foldiers  had  loft  their  cou- 
rage, and  defire  of  fame.  The  king  drove  ge- 
neral Schultz,  whom  I had  fent  to  know  the 
watch-word  for  my  army,  from  his  prefence; 
and,  when  I went  to  perfonally  deliver  him  the 
lifts,  and  the  army  reports,  he  haftily  took  them 
from  my  hand,  and  turned  his  back  on  me. 

General  Schmettau  was  commanded  to  with- 
draw from  the  fight  of  the  king,  and  to  be  gone 
to  Drefden  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

After  treatment  fo  difgraceful,  I took  the  re- 
folution  to  quit  the  camp,  and  go  to  Budiffin. 
On  the  morrow,  I wrote  the  following  letter  to 
the  king : 

My  dear  Brother, 

THE  letters  you  have  written  to  me,  and 
the  reception  I yefterday  met  with,  fufficiently 
inform  me  that,  in  your  opinion,  I have  loft  my 
honour  and  reputation.  At  this  I am  grieved, 
but  not  dejedted,  not  having  the  leaft  reproach 
to  make  myfelf.  1 am  perfectly  convinced  that 
I have  not  adted  from  caprice,  and  that  I have 
not  followed  the  advice  of  people  who  were 
incapable  of  advifing  well ; but  that  I have  done 
what  I thought  beft  for  the  army.  Y our  gene- 
rals 
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rals  will  all  do  me  the  juftice  to  acknowledge 
this. 

I hold  it  ufelefs  to  entreat  you  would  caufe 
my  condud  to  be  examined  ; that  would  be 
doing  me  a favour,  which  I therefore  do  not 
exped. 

My  health  has  been  injured  by  fatigue,  but 
much  more  by  chagrin,  and  to  recover  it  I have 
left  the  field,  and  gone  to  live  in  the  town. 

I have  requefted  the  duke  of  Bevern  to  make 
you  the  army  reports,  and  he  can  render  you  an 
account  of  all  things. 

Be  allured,  my  dear  brother,  that,  notwith- 
standing I am  overwhelmed  with  misfortunes 
which  I have  not  merited,  my  attachment  for 
the  flate  will  never  ceafe ; and,  as  a faithful 
member  of  this  flate,  my  joy  will  be  complete, 
whenever  I fhall  hear  of  any  good  fortune,  by 
which  your  enterprifes  may  be  attended. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

The  king  wrote  me  the  following  anfwer, 
with  his  own  hand. 

My  dear  Brother, 

YOUR  ill  condud  has  very  much  injured 
my  affairs.  It  is  not  the  enemy,  but  your  ill- 
concerted  meafures,  that  have  done  me  wrong. 
My  generals  cannot  fland  excufed.  Since  they 

have 
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have  either  given  you  ill  council,  or  have  buf- 
fered you  to  take  improper  fleps.  Your  ears 
are  accuftomed  only  to  liften  to  the  difcourfe  of 
parafites ; but  Daun  has  not  flattered  you,  and 
you  fee  the  confequences. 

In  this  diftreffed  fituation,  nothing  remains 
for  me  but  to  proceed  to  extremities.  I mull: 
fight;  and,  if  we  do  not  know  the  road  to  con- 
queft,  we  will  at  leaft  all  find  the  road  to  death. 

I do  not  complain  of  your  heart,  but  much 
of  your  incapacity,  and  your  want  of  judg- 
ment in  choofing  the  belt  means.  Whoever  has 
but  a few  days  to  live  has  no  motive  for  diffimu- 
lation.  I wifh  you  better  fortune  than  I have 
had,  and  that  the  ills  and  mifadventures  which 
you  have  met  with  may  teach  you  to  treat  im- 
portant affairs  with  greater  care,  reafon,  and 
fortitude.  The  majority  of  the  misfortunes 
which  I forefee  originate  wholly  in  you,  but 
their  confequences  will  alight  rather  on  you,  and 
your  children,  than  on  me. 

Be  perfuaded,  however,  I have  always  loved 
you,  and  that  in  thefe  fentiments  I (hall  die. 

This  letter  I thought  it  beft  not  to  anfwer. 
Having  been  informed  that  the  king  would 
march  in  the  evening  to  Weiffenberg,  with 
eighteen  battalions  and  twenty-eight  fquadrons, 

I fent 
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I fent  lieutenant-colonel  Lentulus  to  afk  his  per- 
miffion  that  I might  depart  for  Drefden,  with 
the  firft  efcort.  The  king  anfwered  the  thing 
depended  entirely  on  myfelf,  and  that  an  efcort 
would  go  that  very  evening. 

All  the  generals  who  had  been  under  my  com- 
mand came  to  take  leave  of  me,  and  all  ap- 
proved my  determination.  General  Winterfeld 
having  been  to  the  king,  had  a converfation 
with  him  of  two  hours,  and  vaunted  that  the 
king  had  excepted  him  from  the  number  of 
generals  with  whom  he  was  diffatisfied.  The 
duke  of  Bevern,  to  whom  the  king  paid  no  at- 
tention, was  much  vexed.  Winterfeld  had  done 
nothing  more,  nor  had  he  given  any  better  ad- 
vice, than  the  reft;  for  which  reafon,  this  diftinc- 
tion  occafioned  much  fufpicion,  and  ftill  more 
when  it  was  known  that  he  had  maintained  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  the  king. 

In  the  evening,  at  five  o’clock,  I departed 
with  two  battalions  of  Hautfcharmoi  and  four 
hundred  waggons.  We  lay  in  a village,  and 
on  the  13th,  at  noon,  I arrived  at  Drefden. 

I immediately  wrote  to  the  miniftry,  and  to 
all  the  governors  of  the  fortreffes  of  Silefia,  to 
ihew  them  how  impoffible  it  was  I fhould  fend 
them  any  fuccour.  To  rid  himfelf  of  their 
complaints,  the  king  had  ordered  them  all  to 

add  refs 
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addrefs  me,  fignifying  that  I was  authorifed  to 
fend  them  the  neceffary  fuccour,  and  to  fecure 
the  province  from  the  pillage  of  the  light  troops, 
though  this  was  at  the  very  time  that  he  himfelf 
knew  I was  furrounded  by  the  whole  Auftrian 
army,  and  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  I 
could  extricate  myfelf. 
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LETTERS 


BETWEEN 

FREDERIC  II. 

AND 

AUGUSTUS  WILLIAM, 
PRINCE  ROYAL  of  PRUSSIA. 


LETTER  I. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia. 

The  camp  of  Buntzlau, 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER, ~ July  i,  1757. 

I ARRIVED  this  afternoon  in  the  camp, 
with  all  the  waggons;  the  enemy’s  huflars  have 
made  their  attacks,  but  we  have  not  fullered  the 
lead  lofs. 

It  is  my  duty  to  fpeak  freely  to  you  on  our 
prefent  fituation.  You  may  reft  aflured  I have 
confulted  the  generals  before  I wrote  this  letter. 
There  is  neither  any  flour  nor  a loaf  of  bread, 
for  the  army,  at  Buntzlau.  Our  camp  is  as  well 
2 fixed 
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fixed  as  it  can  be,  becaufe  it  is  our  pui'pofe  to 
fupport  the  town.  The  camp  is  more  than 
flrong  enough  in  front,  but,  fhould  the  enemy’s 
army  pafs  the  Elbe  near  Brandeis,  as  it  appa- 
rently will  from  the  intelligence  we  have  re- 
ceived, we  fhall  be  cut  off  from  Leutmeritz. 

We  are  at  prefent  fo  entirely  furrounded  by 
the  enemy’s  light  troops  that  there  are  neither  li- 
quors nor  provifions  in  the  camp.  The  purpofe 
of  the  enemy  feems  to  be  to  ftarve  us,  for  it  will 
be  difficult  to  leave  the  camp  in  fight  of  the 
Auflrian  army.  We  likewife  want  water  ; for 
the  right  wing,  that  it  may  not  be  cut  off  by 
three  defiles,  mufl  be  ftationed  as  it  now  is, 
which  removes  it  from  the  Ifer. 

The  regiments  have  fent  off  their  wounded  to 
Zittau.  Mofl  of  the  regiments  have  not  their 
baggage  waggons  with  them,  I therefore  think 
it  will  be  difficult  to  fend  as  many  waggons  as 
will  be  neceffary  to  be  loaded  with  bread  half  as 
far  as  Leutmeritz. 

While,  brother,  I propofe  that  which  I think 
is  neceffary  to  be  done  in  favour,  and  for  the 
fafety,  of  the  army,  I declare  to  you  this  advice 
is  not  fingly  mine,  but  that  of  the  generals  who 
have  more  experience  than  I have ; and  it  is  that 
if  we  were,  in  all  hafte,  to  fix  our  camp  atNeufch- 
lofs,  we  might  conveniently  join  you  from  this 
3 P^ce 
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place  as  before.  We  (hall  thus  cover  Lufatia; 
and,  according  as  circumftances  {hall  require, 
can  more  eafiiy  pafs  into  Silefia. ' The  convoy 
of  general  Brandeis  may  join  us  without  diffi- 
culty. Provifions  will  be  more  plentiful  in  the 
camp,  and  the  foldier  better  fatisfied,  which  is 
a principal  thing  in  our  prefent  fituation.  Such 
is  our  true  ftate; 

We  have  feen  a confiderable  corps  of  light 
troops  that  encamp  near  Stenitz,  not  far  from 
our  camp.  From  thefe  we  are  feparated  by  a 
hollow-way.  The  deferters,  who  are  juft  come 
in,  affirm  that  prince  Charles  will  to-day  pafs 
the  Elbe  with  his  army  to  attack  us,  or  will 
come  and  encamp  near  us.  Should  this  news 
be  true,  and,  if  I muft  remain  in  a camp  which 
I am  not  certain  I can  maintain  with  honour, 
fhould  I be  attacked,  I will  acquit  myfelf  of  my 
duty  to  you,  to  the  army,  and  to  the  ftate. 
For  this  reafon  I fay  that,  thus  fltuated,  I fhal! 
march  without  waiting  your  orders;  but,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  do  not  pafs  the  Elbe,  I will  wait  an 
anfwer,  to  which,  as  I ought,  I lhall  fubmit. 
You  may  reft  perfuaded  that  all  which  I have 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  is  conformable  to 
truth. 

I am  with  the  moft  profound  refped,  Sec . 
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LETTER  II. 


From  the  Prince  of  PruJJi a. 


MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 


The  camp  of  Buntzlau, 
July  2,  1757. 


You  mull  have  read,  in  my  laft  letter, 
the  intelligence  which  was  brought  us,  by  one 
of  the  enemy’s  hulfars,  and  a woman  of  Bran- 
deis,  all  which  appears  to  me  conformable  to 
truth.  We  take  every  poffible  precaution  to 
obtain  news  of 'the  enemy  : one  of  our  trumpets, 
returned  from  the  army,  of  Daun,  has  brought  a 
letter  dated  at  the  camp  of  Liffa;  it  is  hence 
probable  the  army  of  prince  Charles  is  on  this, 
and  that  of  marfhal  Daun  on  the  other,  fide  of 
the  Ifcr.  The  whole  corps  of  Nadafti  is  en- 
camped near  Stranow  and  Sobinka,  which  camp 
is  feparated  from  ours  by  a tolerably  large  hol- 
low-way. 

General  Winterfeld  has  undertaken  to  march 
to  Lobes,  with  four  battalions,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain more  certain  information  of  the  enemy. 
Should  no  alteration  happen  in  affairs,  prince 
Maurice  will  to-morrow  march  with  his  regi- 
ment, the  battalion  of  Finck  grenadiers,  the 
regiments  of  Brunfwick,  and  of  Stechau,  and 

with 
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with  a hundred  huffars,  which  according  to  your 
orders  are  to  go  for  bread  to  Pleifvvedel. 

We  are  in  total  want  of  provifions,  and  dearth 
induces  the  foldier  to  reafon  and  examine. 

I have  nothing  further  to  add,  I refer  to  what 
I had  the  honour  to  write  yefterday,  and  am, 


LETTER  III. 


From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia . 


MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 


The  camp  of  Buntzlau,  the 
evening  of  July  2,  1757. 


Pri  NCE  Maurice  will  give  you  an  ex- 
aft  account  of  our  fituation,  and  how  impoffible 
it  is  for  us  to  maintain  the  camp  of  Buntzlau. 
The  want  of  water,  forage,  and  provifions,  is  the 
principal  caufe;  add  to  this  the  information, 
which  comes  from  all  parts,  that  prince  Charles 
has  paffed  the  Elbe  near  Brandeis,  and  that  Daun 
is  encamped  at  Lida,  and  the  corps  of  Nadafti 
at  Stranow,  by  which  they  may  cut  off  our  pro- 
vifions, and  communications  with  Leutmeritz. 

I therefore  fee  myfelf  conftrained  to  affume 
a camp  more  fecure,  and  better  lituated,  than 
this.  I mean  the  camp  of  Neufchlofs. 

I am  in  momentary  expectation  of  the  report 
of  general  Winterfeld,  who  is  gone  with  fome 
1)  2 batta- 
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battalions  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy.  When  I 
have  received  it,  I (hall  make  every  difpofition  for 
marching  Not  having  received  any-  letters 
from  Leutmeritz,  for  fome  days,  I fear  left  the 
chafleurs  fhould  have  been  taken. 

You  may  reft  allured,  brother,  that  nothing 
(hall  be  negle&ed  of  what  is  conformable  to  your 
will,  and  proper  for  the  army. 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  IV. 

From  the  King . 

In  Anfwer  to  the  laft  Letter. 

Leutmeritz,  July  3,  1 757- 

A HUSSAR,  in  difguife,  brought  me  a 
fmall  roll  of  paper,  on  which  I found  thefe  three 
words  : 

Marched  to  Hirjchherg . 


LET- 
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LETTER  V. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia. 


MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 

T HE  huflar  is  fortunately  arrived,  with 
the  note. 

I had  pitched  my  camp  near  Hirfchberg,  be- 
caufe  I could  not  reach  Neufchlofs.  The  quan- 
tity of  baggage  has  much  retarded  the  march. 
We  have  not  however  loft  a waggon,  nor  is  a 
man  miffing,  from  the  rear-guard,  one  excepted 
of  the  battalion  of  Le  Noble. 

I have  affiumed  this  camp,  which  is  but  a fhort 
mile  from  Hirfchberg,  becaufe  in  my  prefent 
fituation  it  is  very  convenient  for  the  army, 
which  may  here  take  reft,  and  we  fhall  not  be 
in  immediate  want  of  provifions.  I will  fend  an 
engineer  to-morrow  to  Leipa,  to  reconnoitre  the 
town,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  fhall  be 
conformable  to  his  report.  After  having  placed 
a garrifon  in  that  town  we  fhall  be  in  lefs  want 
of  provifions,  and  fhall  gain  fo  much  the  more 
ground  for  forage. 

I have  this  day  fent  to  haften  the  march  of 
general  Brandeis : general  Rebentifch  may  rein- 
D 3 force 
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force  his  efcort  at  Zittau,  from  which  place  he 
^as  detached  by  prince  Maurice. 

The  battalion  of  Plok  remains  atGoerlitz, 
with  the  wounded,  and  general  Rebentifch  will 
join  general  Brandeis  with  the  battalions  of  Kal- 
kreuter,  and  five  fquadrcns  of  Werner.  The 
colonel,  who  is  at  Zittau,  retains  a battalion  of 
pioneers  and  the  Kurfel  regiment  to  cover  the 
magazine. 

The  whole  vicinity  is  occupied  by  final  1 par- 
ties of  huffars,  and  pandours;  we  do  not  re- 
ceive the  lead  intelligence  of  the  army  of  Daun, 
except  that  a trumpet  has  brought  us  another 
letter,  dated  at  Lifla. 

I fhall  caufe  the  roads,  that  lead  from  this 
place  to  Leutmeritz,  Zittau,  and  through  Aicha, 
to  Hirfchberg  in  Silefia,  to  be  reconnoitred,  that 
we  may  be  ready  for  whatever  fhall  happen. 

Prince  Maurice  has  written  to  inform  me 
that  general  Bulow  is  arrived  with  the  bread 
at  Pleifwedel,  and  that  general  Meinecke  will 
bring  it  us  to-day. 

The  ravages  and  diforders  which  the  women, 
and  attendants  on  the  camp,  commit,  are  fo 
numerous  that  it  will  be  very  neceffary  to  make 
an  example,  and  I requeft  you  will  dired  me 
how  to  ad  in  this. 

I am,  &c. 
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L E T T E R VI. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Leutmeritz,  July  3,  1757* 

Yo  U mufl  not  retreat  further  into  Silefia. 
You,  therefore,  have  no  other  road  but  that  of 
Lufatia.  Every  part  mud  be  foraged,  and  all 
ruined  which  is  not  eaten  up,  that  the  enemy 
may  find  a difficulty  of  fubfiftence. 

As  foon  as  you  have  eflablilhed  the  camp  at 
Hirfchberg,  there  will  no  longer  be  any  trouble 
in  maintaining  a communication  with  Leutme- 
ritz. We  mufl  do  our  utmoft  to  maintain  our 
ground,  till  the  15th  of  Augufl ; and,  as  Zittau 
is  a pofl  of  fmall  importance,  you  may  pitch 
your  camp  either  at  Reichenberg,  Grottau,  or 
at  Gabel. 

Should  the  enemy  think  proper  to  turn  to- 
ward Lufatia,  you  mufl  fix  your  camp  with 
much  circumfpeclion.  Suffer  him  to  pafs,  then 
follow  him,  and  cut  off  his  provifions,  by  which 
he  will  be  obliged  to  come  and  attack  you,  on 
ground  which  you  may  chufe,  after  confulting 
the  duke  of  Bevern  and  feveral  other  officers, 
who  are  acquainted  with  thofe  environs.  Or 
fhould  he  march,  in  full  force,  to  Landfhut, 
you  mufl  proceed  to  Gieiffenberg  to  cut  off  his 
D 4 pro- 
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provifions.  Winterfeld  and  major  Embers,  es- 
pecially, who  are  acquainted  with  thofe  parts, 
can  regulate  your  march  and  choofe  your  camp. 
Be  not  hafty  to  determine  from  uncertain  infor- 
mation, nor  take  any  refolutions  before  you  are 
well  affured  what  are  the  views  of  the  enemy. 
Spread  a report,  through  the  army,  that  you 
are  projecting  a great  enterprize,  and  that  affairs 
will  foon  affume  a very  different  face. 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  VII, 

From  the  King . 

In  Anfwer  to  No.  V.  of  the  Prince  of  Pruffia. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Leutmeritz,  July  5,  1757, 

I A M very  well  fatisfied  with  the  camp 
which  you  have  affumed  at  Neufchlofs,  and 
which  you  have  very  properly  chofen,  under 
prefent  circumftances.  Being  informed  that  the 
enemy  has  views  on  Tetfchen,  you  muff  be  on 
your  guard,  and  take  care  that  no  corps  of  the 
enemy  fhall  ftation  itfelf  between  your  camp  and 
the  Elbe.  For,  luppofing  any  one  fhould  come 
and  encamp  in  thofe  parts,  you  muff  imme- 
diately 
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diately  detach  a corps  toward  Budidin,  which 
will  oblige  the  enemy  to  defid  from  his  inten- 
tion. 

Should  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  incline 
to  Leutmeritz,  by  which  we  fhould  be  obliged 
to  join  you,  I have  chofen  a very  drong  camp, 
between  Plofchkowitz  and  Zaorzan  ; but  this 
junbhon  ought  not  to  be  made  if  it  can  podibly 
be  avoided. 

I have  received  news  that  the  army  of  prince 
Charles  is  marched  to  Wittendorf,  but  this  I do 
not  believe. 

Should  you  have  any  thing  to  communicate, 
you  mud  choofe  a huflar  who  knows  the  Hun- 
garian language,  and  drefs  him  like  an  Audrian. 
He  will  thus  certainly  pafs  the  pods,  and,  diould 
he  be  difcovered,  it  is  of  no  confequence,  be- 
caufe  the  letter  will  be  written  in  cypher ; but 
you  may  adure  him  that,  when  he  arrives,  he 
will  certainly  be  paid  fix  ducats. 

I have  given  orders  to  the  governors  of  the 
fortredes  of  Schweidnitz,  Neifs,  Glatz,  and 
Cofel,  and  to  colonel  Kreutz,  to  fend  in  their 
reports  to  you  of  every  thing  which  they  fliali 
hear  of  the  enemy’s  motion,  and  of  the  places 
in  which  the  Audrians  Hi  all  edablifh  their  ma- 
gazines, whence  you  may  judge  what  are  their 
views. 

Should 


POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 


4* 

Should  the  diforders  of  the  women,  and 
army- followers,  continue,  it  will  be  proper  to 
make  an  example,  and  to  hang  fome  of  the 
mob. 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  VIII. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia . 

In  Anfwer  to  No.  VI. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  The  camP  °f  Neufchl°fs,  th= 
7 morning  or  July  6,  1757. 

i^INCE  the  night  of  the  3d  of  July,  I 
have  received  no  letter,  fent  by  any  chaTeur, 
and  I fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  the 
communication  with  the  town  of  Leutmeritz,  at 
lead  unlefs  we  throw  garrifons  into  the  towns 
* of  Aufch  and  Drum,  which  places  are  not 
tenable,  in  cafe  they  (hould  be  attacked  by  the 
enemy  with  any  force,  for  which  reafon  I do 
not  advife  the  meafure. 

You  with  us  to  do  every  thing  poffible  to 
maintain  a footing  in  Bohemia,  till  the  15th  of 
Auguft,  but  the  want  of  provifions  and  forage 
will  render  the  attempt  difficult.  All  which  I 
think  myfelf  able  to  effed  is  to  wait  your  orders 

before 
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before  I make  the  leaft  motion  with  the  army ; 
and,  fhould  any  immediate  refolution  be  un- 
avoidably taken,  you  may  be  certain  that  I fhall 
confult  with  the  mod  experienced  generals,  and 
with  thofe  who  know  the  country,  and  that,  in 
particular,  I (hall  take  no  thoughtlefs  ftep. 

I have  received  a note  from  general  Brandeis, 
who  arrived  at  Zittau  on  the  2d,  and  I have 
written  to  him  to  begin  his  march,  with  feven 
hundred  chariots,  and  with  the  money.  As  he 
will  pafs  near  Gabel,  I have  detached  major 
Billerbeck  with  a battalion  of  grenadiers,  to  fa- 
cilitate his  paifage. 

But  the  general  has  juft  fent  me  word  that  the 
enemy  had  anticipated  him,  and  that  he  had 
therefore  halted  with  the  battalion  at  L*eipa. 

A man  who  is  come  as  a deputy  from  Reich- 
ftadt,  to  excufe  the  town  to  the  commiffi  oners, 
becaufe  it  had  not  delivered  in  the  provifions 
that  had  been  prefcribed,  the  Auftrians  having 
guarded  all  the  roads,  tells  me  that  he  faw  dra- 
goons and  cuiraffiers,  and  that  he  had  heard  it 
affirmed  that  the  corps  of  Nadafti  had  palled 
the  Ifer,  at  Munchengraetz,  to  march  to  Zittau, 
and  that  the  vanguard  of  this  corps  was  near 
Nimes.  This  information  did  not  a little  dif- 
trefs  us,  relative  to  the  march  of  general  Bran- 
deis ; to  be  certain,  we  fhall  to-day  fend  two 

ftrong 
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ftrong  patrole  parties,  the  one  toward  Gabel, 
and  the  other  to  ward  Nimes,  to  reconnoitre 'the 
force  of  the  enemy ; and,  as  we  cannot  now  dif- 
penfe  with  our  communication  with  Zittau,  the 
ftrength  of  the  detachment,  which  muft  march  to 
feize  on  Gabel,  muft  be  proportioned  to  the  re- 
port which  the  patroles  fhall  make.  General 
Brandeis  is  informed  of  all,  and  has  orders  not 
to  march  till  he  fhall  be  fent  to.  The  regiment 
of  Brand  has,  to-day,  entered  Leipa,  where  the 
bakery  is  fixed. 

General  Goltz  has  written  to  general  Retzau, 
concerning  bread,  and  demands  a new  fupply 
of  flour. 

Our  infantry  is  twenty- one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  men  ftrong,  and  the 
cavalry  fix  thoufand  and  thjrty-feven,  huffars 
included. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LETTER  IX. 


From  the  Prince  of  Pruffi a . 


MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 


The  camp  of  Neufchlofs,  the 
afternoon  of  July  6,  1757. 


W E have  received  information  from 
three  different  fpies,  whom  general  Werner  had 

fent 
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lent  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy.  The 
corps  of  Nadafti  is  to  march  in  three  columns ; 
the  firft  to  confift  of  huflars,  pandours,  cavalry, 
and  regular  infantry,  that  yefterday  arrived  at 
Nimes ; their  intention  is  to  cut  off  our  com- 
munication with  Zittau.  The  fecond  column  is 
at  Hirfchberg,  and  is  compofed  of  the  three  re- 
giments of  Saxon  cavalry,  four  regiments  of 
huflars,  and  a thoufand  pandours.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  corps  of  Nadafti  is  now  between 
Dauba  and  Berftein. 

The  army  of  Daun  is  fuppofed  to  have  palled 
the  Ifer,  near  Benatck,  the  day  before  yefterday, 
and  to  have  made  a march  in  advance  to-day. 
It  is  openly  affirmed  in  the  enemy’s  army,  that 
his  intention  is  to  cut  us  off  from  Zittau  and 
the  magazine. 

This  various  information,  confirmed  by  our 
patroles,  has  induced  me  to  follow  the  council 
of  general  Winterfeld,  and  to  pitch  the  camp 
at  Leipa,  where  general  Brandeis,  palling 
through  Georgent’nal,  may  join  us.  After  this 
jundion,  we  fhall  be  able  to  detach  a heavy 
corps  toward  Gabel.  The  communication  with 
Leutmeritz  will  not  be  more  difficult  there  than 
from  our  prefent  camp. 

The  principal  reafon  which  has  induced  me 
to  ad:  thus,  is  the  prefervation  of  our  communi- 
cation 
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cation  with  Zittau,  and  the  junction  of  general 
Brandeis  with  the  provifions,  and  the  war  cheft, 
two  things  that  are  in  danger  of  being  loft  if 
they  be  not  properly  proteded. 

Genera]  Winterfeld  will  march  to-morrow  to 
Georgenthal,  with  five  battalions  and  a regiment 
of  dragoons  and  huffars*  to  clear  the  road  of 
Zittau. 

I have  received  no  report  from  major  Belling* 
who  patroles  toward  Gabel. 

I am*  &c. 


LETTER  X. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Leutmeritz,  July  7,  1757. 

I HAVE  received  your  two  letters  of  the 
6th*  on  the  fame  lubjed.  I am  fatisfied*  thus 
far,  with  the  progrefs  you  have  made  with  the 
army*  but  I hope  you  will  henceforth  retreat 
no  further,  that  we  may  not  find  ourfelves  in  the 
heart  of  Saxony,  before  we  know  where  we  are. 
It  feems  to  me  that  the  poft  of  Neufchlofs  was 
ftrong  enough,  and  that  you  had  only  to  have 
detached  two  heavy  bodies,  that  might  have 
marched  to  meet  general  Brandeis,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate 
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cilitate  his  paffage.  At  prefent  I have  reafon 
to  fear  he  may  be  attacked  by  the  enemy,  be- 
fore he  (hall  come  up  with  you;  becaufe  the 
huffars  have  brought  me  information  that  they 
heard  firing,  in  the  vicinity  of  Gabel,  which 
could  be  nothing  elfe. 

The  corps  of  huffars,  that  has  been  detached, 
againft  you,  cannot  be  fo  ftrong  as  it  is  reported 
to  be,  becaufe  the  enemy  has  detached  two  regi- 
ments of  huffars  to  the  city  of  Nurenberg.  A 
regiment  encamps  in  thefe  parts,  and  three 
fquadrons  are  dill  with  the  army. 

When  you  fhall  have  the  flour  and  money, 
which  general  Brandeis  brings,  I beg  you,  in 
the  name  of  God,  not  to  retreat  any  further,  for 
I can  foretel  you  will  find  no  forage  in  Saxony; 
therefore  by  retiring  thither  you  will  want  every 
thing,  and  confequently  every  thing  will  be  loft. 

We  have  this  evening  received  letters  from 
marfhal  Daun,  by  a trumpet.  The  letter  comes 
from  Cofmonos.  I Jiope  you  have  received  that 
which  I fent  you  this  morning  by  a huffar. 

I am,  &c. 


D 
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LETTER  XI. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia . 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Thc ca®P  LeIPa’ tlie n*Sht 

of  July  7,  1757. 

We  this  day  entered  the  new  camp  of 
Leipa,  which  is  very  ftrong,  and  which  will  ren- 
der the  march  of  general  Brandeis  fafe.  We  are 
now  encamped  three  miles  from  Tetfchen.  I 
fhall  order  the  roads  of  Budiffin  and  Leutmeritz 
to  be  reconnoitred  with  all  hafte. 

I this  day  received  advice  of  majors  Belling, 
and  Billerbeck,  who  have  fortunately  arrived  at 
Gabel,  and  have  thrown  a garrifon  into  the 
town.  They  faw  pandours  on  their  march, 
and  five  hundred  huffars  fkirmifhed  with  ours; 
we  only  loft  a horfe. 

General  Winterfeld  fhould,  this  evening,  ar- 
rive at  Georgenthal ; he  has  fent  to  inform  me 
that  he  hoped  the  road  of  Zittau  would  be  fecure 
to-morrow,  and  that  he  had  difpatched  orders 
to  general  Brandeis  to  begin  his  march. 

One  of  our  trumpets  is  this  moment  returned; 
he  has  been  as  far  as  the  village  of  Walken, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hirfchberg,  where  he 
found  a major  with  a detachment  of  the  Odo- 
nell  regiment.  He  met  with  huffars  in  every 

village 
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village  through  which  he  paTed,  but  he  faw  no 
pandours.  He  has  not  brought  any  letters,  be- 
caufe  they  told  him  I fhould  receive  fome  to- 
morrow, by  a trumpet  from  the  enemy. 

It  is  difficult  to  divine  what  are  the  intentions 
of  the  Auftrians,  for  the  number  of  light  troops 
prevent  us  from  obtaining  intelligence,  and  no 
dependance  can  be  placed  on  that  of  the  coun- 
try people.  The  army  of  Daun  fhould  in  all 
probability  be  encamped  near  Buntzlau,  the 
corps  of  Nadafti  near  Hirfchberg,  and  another 
corps  according  to  report  is  on  its  march  toward 
Weifwaffer,  and  is  to  pafs  on  the  fide  of  Zittau. 
This  plan  will  be  rendered  abortive. 

I have  not  received  the  leaf!;  information  of 
the  army  of  prince  Charles. 

One  of  the  great  inconveniences  is  that,  to 
undertake  a march,  I muft  have  thirty- fix  hours 
preparation,  in  order  that  I may  fend  the  bag- 
gage forward,  in  which  I abound.  I have  caufed 
it  to  be  infpe&ed  by  a fuperior  officer,  that  I may 
rid  myfelf  of  what  is  fuperfluous.  Much  how- 
ever muft  be  kept,  fuch  as  the  regiments  can- 
not do  without. 

The  intelligence  which  may  be  fent  me,  by 
the  governors  of  the  Silefian  fortreifes,  may  in- 
form me  what  are  the  proje&s  of  the  enemy ; 
but  in  cafe  any  attempt  fhould  be  made  on  that 
vol.  xin.  E,  province. 
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province,  and  efpecially  on  the  magazine  of 
Schweidnitz,  1 fhould  deceive  you  were  I to  fay 
that,  iituated  as  I am,  I could  contribute  to  ren- 
der it  ineffectual,  according  to  your  orders. 

I yefterday  fent  a difguifed  huffar  with  a letter. 
I know  not  whether  he  will  arrive,  but  I have 
made  three  copies  of  that  letter,  which  I have 
fent  you  by  three  different  meffengers. 

I have  written  to-day  to  the  governor  of  Tef- 
chen,  that  he  may  inform  me  of  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs in  thofe  parts.  I fhall  efteem  myfelf  happy 
to  conform  to  your  wilhes  in  all  things : you  may 
be  affured  that  the  hope  of  my  heart  will  be  ac- 
complifhed,  whenever  I am  able  to  convince  you 
of  my  efteem,  and  of  the  refped:  with  which  I 
fhall  all  my  life  remain,  &c. 


LETTER  XIE 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Leutmeritz,  July  7,  1757. 

I HAVE  certain  information  that  the 
army  of  the  Empire,  which  is  affembling  at 
Furth,  is  no  more  than  eighteen  tlloufand  ftrong, 
which  number  is  infufficient  to  make  a diverfion 
againft  me. 


I almoft 
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I almoft  fufpedt  that  the  Auftrians  intend  to 
enter  Silefia  by  Landfhut.  General  Kreutz  has 
written  to  inform  me  that  a corps  of  three  thou- 
fand  men  (hewed  itfelf  in  thofe  diftridbs,  but  that 
it  has  retired.  Daun  covers  the  motions  of  his 
army  by  his  light  troops.  God  however  knows 
what  he  will  do.  Keep  up  an  unremitting  corre- 
fpondence  with  captain  d’O,  lieutenant-governor 
of  Glatz,  and  with  general  Kreutz,  that  you  may 
obtain  certain  information  of  the  enterprizes  of 
the  enemy  in  thofe  quarters ; and  make  the  dif- 
pofition  for  marching  with  fpeed,  if  you  fhould 
be  obliged  to  incline  that  way.  General  Win- 
terfeld  and  major  Embres,  of  the  engineers,  are 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  with  the  camps 
you  ought  to  take,  fhould  that  province  become 
the  theatre  of  war ; and,  could  you  but  be  before 
the  enemy  at  Landfhut,  you  would  find  advan- 
tageous camps  among  the  mountains  to  cover 
Silefia. 

The  firfl  thing  you  ought  to  obferve  is  that, 
fhould  you  be  obliged  to  retreat  through  Lufatia, 
you  will  be  conflrained,  fhould  Nadafti  follow 
you  with  his  cavalry,  to  oppofe  a corps  to  him 
which  you  mufl  leave  at  Zittau,  that  you  may 
prevent  invafions ; fhould  this  happen,  I will  re- 
lieve thefe  troops,  and  will  alfo  fend  you  a rein- 
forcement, as  powerful  as  I poffibly  can. 

1 am,  &c. 

E 2 


LET- 
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LETTER  XIIL 
From  the  Prince  of  Prujfia. 

In  Anfwer  to  No.  XII. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  The  camp  of  Lelpa, 

July  8,  1757. 

The  huflar  fafely  brought  me  the  letter 
of  the  7th. 

To  maintain  an  intercourfe  with  the  gover- 
nors of  the  fortreffes  of  Silefia  will  be  difficult, 
becaufe  all  communication  is  intercepted  by 
the  numerous  light  troops  of  the  enemy.  I will 
however  do  all  I can. 

I earneftly  requeft  you  would  fend  me  your 
pofitive  orders  how  you  wiGi  me  to  ad.  Am  I 
to  cover  Silefia,  or  to  remain  in  Bohemia  to  pro- 
ted  the  town  of  Zittau,  as  long  as  I have  any 
forage  ? If  you  fear  an  irruption  into  Silefia,  and 
think  it  neceffiary  I fliould  march  thither,  I be- 
lieve it  will  be  difficult,  and  even  impoffible,  to 
take  any  road  except  that  of  Zittau,  becaufe  of 
the  quantity  of  baggage  which  muff  be  fent  for- 
ward, and  loaded  with  neceffaries.  Bread  muff 
befide  be  taken  from  the  magazine  of  Zittau, 
and  we  muft  wait  there  till  the  waggons  final!  be 
loaded.  Fifteen  battalions  at  leafl,  fuch  as  they 

at 
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at  prefent  are,  will  be  requifite  to  cover  Zittau 
in  cafe  I (hould  pafs  into  Silefia,  for  the  corps 
under  Nadafti  is  fuppofed  to  be  ten  thoufand 
ffrong. 

General  Brandeis  has  written  to  me  from  Ga- 
bel, where  he  arrived  on  the  yth  with  the  firft 
waggons.  I have  detached  colonel  Croce,  with 
two  battalions  of  infantry,  and  with  huffars  and 
dragoons,  to  facilitate  his  march. 

We  have  not  the  lead  intelligence  of  the 
army  of  Daun ; our  whole  camp  is  furrounded 
by  fmall  parties  of  the  enemy’s  huffars,  but  they 
dare  not  leave  the  woods. 

A man,  who  is  come  from  Goerlitz,  reports 
that  a corps  of  the  enemy  is  encamped  to  the 
fouth  of  that  place ; of  this  I will  endeavour  to 
gain  information. 

I have  not  received  any  news,  to-day,  from 
general  Winterfeld.  His  purpofe  was  to  be  this 
day  at  Georgenthal,  where  I believe  him  to  be, 
and  that  the  report  he  fent  has  been  intercepted. 

General  Goltz  has  affured  me  that  we  cannot 
begin  our  march  till  the  14th,  becaufe  flour  will 
not  arrive  fooner  than  to-morrow,  and  that  we 
muff  have  bread  for  fix  days. 

General  Winterfeld  is  juff  returned  ; he  has 
left  two  battalions  at  Reichftadt.  He  only  faw 
four  hundred  pandours,  and  fome  huffars,  who 
E 3 retired 
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retired  immediately.  The  road  of  Zittau  is,  at 
prefent,  rendered  fafe  by  the  garrifon  of  Reich- 
ftadt,  and  I believe  general  Brandeis  will  arrive 
at  the  camp  to-morrow. 

General  Goltz  has  informed  me  it  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  give  commands  that  the  waggons 
of  Silefia,  which  have  brought  the  flour,  fhould 
be  returned,  for  that  the  confumption  of  bread 
and  forage  would  otherwife  be  too  great.  I have 
followed  his  advice,  and  given  orders  accord- 
ingly. 

General  Winterfeld  tells  me  he  has  been  in- 
formed that  only  fix  hundred  horfe  are  march- 
ing toward  Silefia;  but  he  hopes  to  gain  more 
certain  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  defigns,  hav- 
ing received  a very  artful  fpy. 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  XIV. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia , 

In  Anfwer  to  the  firft  Letter  of  the  King,  dated  July  7. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 

Th  E huffar,  that  I yefterday  fent  to 
Leutmeritz,  with  the  fecond  letter,  not  having 

been 
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been  able  to  pafs,  is  fortunately  returned  this 
morning.  I hope  my  prefent  meffenger  will  be 
more  fuccefsful,  and  I have  entrufted  him  with 
both  my  letters. 

General  Brandeis  fafely  arrived  yefterday, 
with  all  the  waggons,  by  which  we  have  ob- 
tained bread  for  ten  days,  and  pay  for  two 
months.  He  has  brought  the  augmentation. 

Two  hundred  and  thirteen  men  are  loft  to  the 
infantry  by  defertion.  The  pofts  of  Reichftadt 
and  Gabel  being  occupied,  the  convoy  was  able 
to  pafs  in  fecurity.  Some  huffars  and  pandours 
fhewed  themfelves  to  the  rear- guard,  but  were 
repulfed  by  a cannon  (hot. 

An  Auftrian  trumpet  arrived  yefterday,  with 
a letter  from  general  Morotz,  whofe  quarters 
are  at  Nimes.  His  corps  muft  be  about  five  or 
fix  thoufand  ftrong,  and  is  compofed  of  huffars 
and  pandours. 

1 (hall  to-morrow  fend  back  the  empty  wag- 
gons general  Brandeis  has  brought,  which 
fhall  be  efcorted  by  two  battalions.  Thefe  bat- 
talions will  remain  at  Zittau,  to  cover  the  con- 
voys whenever  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  fend 
for  flour  to  that  place, 

I remit  you  the  report  of  a deferter  and  of 
another  man ; for,  though  I place  little  faith  in 
E 4 them. 
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them,  I thought  it  my  duty  not  to  fail  to  inform 
you  of  what  they  relate. 

I will  not  without  orders,  or  important  rea- 
fons,  quit  this  camp.  I never  imagined  that, 
palling  with  the  army  through  Zittau  into  Lu- 
fatia,  I Ihould  make  any  long  Hay  there,  but 
was  perfuaded  I fhould  march  through  Lufatia 
into  Silefia,  to  cover  the  frontiers.  Being  ig- 
norant of  all  your  intentions,  I imagine  I have 
done  well  to  reconnoitre  the  roads  of  Zittau, 
and  to  place  garrifons  in  the  towns  which  cover 
that  road.  Colonel  le  Noble,  fupported  by  a 
hundred  hulfars,  means  to-night  to  attack  a 
corps  of  pandours;  he  is  gone  to  reconnoitre 
the  roads  of  the  wood,  and  imagines  he  fhall 
cut  them  off. 

An  Aullrian  trumpet  is  arrived,  with  a letter 
from  marfhal  Daun,  dated  at  Munchengraetz 
on  the  7th.  With  him  has  been  fent  me  a 
fervant,  who  had  robbed  his  mailer,  captain 
Bos  of  Itzenblitz.  I examined  the  latter,  and  I 
add  his  account. 


4 


L E f- 


* 

correspondence. 


57 


LETTER  XV. 


From  the  Prince  of  Prujfia . 


MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 


The  camp  of  Leipa, 
July  n,  1757. 


We  have  Tent  an  Auflrian  trumpet,  to- 
day, to  Leutmeritz,  with  letters  for  general  Ret- 
zau,  and  have  fent  with  him  a trumpet  of  our 
own,  for  his  fecurity,  who  bears  letters  from  us. 
We  hope  the  advanced  polls  of  the  enemy  will 
fuffer  him  to  pafs. 

Our  attempt  has  fucceeded,  and  our  trum- 
peter is  juft  returned,  with  a letter.  I mod 
humbly  entreat  you  would  honour  me  with  your 
commands  refpe&ing  the  prefent  date  of  affairs, 
which  is  this. 

All  reports  agree  that  the  grand  combined 
army  has  paffed  the  Ifer  near  Munchengraetz, 
and  is  marching  to  encamp  at  Nimes,  where 
general  Morotz  at  prefent  is.  By  this  motion 
it  will  approach  the  road  of  Zittau,  palling 
through  Gabel,  and  Reichfladt.  Should  the 
enemy  there  pitch  his  camp,  he  may  arrive  at 
£ittau  as  foon  as  we  can;  and,  fhould  we  intend 
So  march  thither,  the  fhortefl  road  -we  can  take, 

though 
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though  fufficiently  impra&icable,  will  be  that 
of  Georgenthal,  if  we  do  not  wifh  the  enemy  to 
take  us  in  flank. 

I here  add  the  relation  of  an  Auftrian  deferter 
and  of  a woman,  together  with  the  report  of 
major  Belling  at  Gabel.  General  Winterfeld 
has  endeavoured  to  learn  what  he  could  from 
the  Auftrian  trumpet,  that  arrived  here  yefter- 
day,  but  all  he  could  learn  was  that  general 
Keil  has  been  detached  with  fifteen  thoufand 
men. 

I once  again  requeft  you  would  do  me  the 
favour  to  fend  me  pofitive  orders  how  to  a (ft. 
I muft  further  add,  we  have  bread  only  fufficient 
for  ten  days,  and  that  the  tranfport  of  flour  which 
general  Brandeis  has  taken  to  Zittau  will  but  be 
enough  for  three  weeks. 

I fhall  caufe  the  camp  which  I have  been  ad- 
vifed  to  occupy,  in  cafe  Daun  fliould  fix  his  at 
Nimes,  to  be  reconnoitred.  According  to  this 
our  right  wing  fliould  extend  to  Brins,  we  lhall 
have  Waken  in  front,  and  our  left  will  be  on 
the  fide  of  Gabel,  by  which  the  road  of  Zittau 
will  be  covered. 

Our  greateft  want  is  meat;  the  regiments  arc 
not  all  provided  with  oxen,  and  the  country- 
people  cannot  fend  in  fufficient  fupplies,  becaufe 
of  the  impediments  afforded  by  the  huftars  and 
2 pandours. 
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pandours.  Le  Noble  has  fet  fire  to  fome  pan- 
dour  barracks,  and  has  taken  their  cloaks. 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  XVI. 

From  the  King  *. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Leutmeritz,  July  8,  1757. 

I BEG  you  to  keep  carefully  on  your 
guard,  and  not  to  divulge  what  I am  now  going 
to  write,  which  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence. 

You  need  entertain  no  fears  for  Schweidnitz, 
which  place  is  well  provided,  and  cannot  eafily 
be  taken,  unlefs  by  a formal  fiege. 

The  firft  thing  you  have  to  do  is  to  join  ge- 
neral Brandeis  with  the  military  cheft,  the  feven 
hundred  waggons  of  flour,  and  the  augmenta- 
tion, and  immediately  to  fend  back  the  waggons 
unloaded. 

Here  follows  what  the  enemy  may  do — 

1.  He  may  form  projects  on  Silelia.  I per- 
ceive that  at  prefent  he  has  no  fuch  thoughts, 

* Though  the  date  of  this  letter  be  previous  to  thofe  of  the 
two  laft,  it  is  inferted  at  this  place,  that  the  connection  of  the 
former  might  not  be  interrupted. 


and 
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and  that  his  only  purpofe  is  to  drive  us  out  of 
Bohemia.  Therefore  when  we  fhall  retire  into 
Saxony,  which  we  ought  to  do  this  day  fix 
weeks,  and  when  the  enemy  fhall  have  made 
every  effort  to  penetrate  into  Lufatia,  and  fend 
a corps  toward  Cotta,  you  are  not  ignorant  of 
what  my  opinion  is  relative  to  Silefia,  as  well  as 
Lufatia.  I have  certain  information  that  he  has 
detached  three  regiments  to  Nurenberg.  The 
army  of  the  Empire  cannot  begin  its  march  be- 
fore the  middle  of  the  month  of  Auguft 

*************** 
************** *  ** 
*************  *** 

You  will  do  the  fame  in  Lufatia ; but,  as  we 
are  not  able  to  ad:  offenfively  on  two  fides,  you 
muft  think  of  fortifying  your  camps,  while  I fhall 
make  my  expeditions.  I will  afterward  fend 
you  fuccour;  or  I will  do  the  fame,  and  you  fhall 
a£t  offenfively.  Should  this  happen,  I mofl  fin- 
cerely  advife  you  to  make  your  attacks  with 
one  wing. 

That  your  officers  may  foon  be  taught  thefe 
manoeuvres,  you  muft  be  quick  to  incorporate 

* A paffage  is  omitted,  which  relates  only  to  camp  ma- 

noeuvres to  be  made  in  Saxony ; which  omiflion  was  made  be- 

cauie  the  Letters  appeared  during  the  campaign,  which  this 
pafTage  might  have  injured.  Betide  that  it  had  no  relation  to 
tiie  manoeuvres  of  the  army  in  Bohemia. 
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the  battalions  of  Kahlenberg,  and  of  Bae?,  with 
the  ruined  battalions.  The  regiments  of  Man- 
fheim  and  of  WiederPneim  fhould  be  united 
with  thofe  of  Bevern,  of  prince  Henry,  of  Mun* 
chaw,  of  Schultz,  and  of  Weid.  The  generals, 
to  render  them  complete,  may  (elect  the  bed 
officers.  The  other  officers,  general  Wieder- 
fhim,  and  thofe  who  lofe  their  companies,  thall 
be  paid  from  my  cheft ; provided  with  this  fuc- 
cour  you  may  return  to  the  camp  of  Neufchlofs. 
This  march  in  advance  will  be  of  no  ill  confe- 
quence. 


LETTER  XVII. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia . 

In  Anfwer  to  the  preceding  Letter. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Th?  c,amp  of  Le!Pa» 

July  12,  1757. 

1 YESTERDAY  evening  received  your 
letter  of  the  8th ; you  may  be  affured  I fhall  not 
abufe  the  confidence  you  place  in  me,  and  that 
I fhall  inviolably  obferve  fecrecy  in  every  thing 
that  relates  to  what  you  have  told  me  in  your  lad 
letter. 

You  wifh  me  fincerely,  and  without  difguife, 
to  inform  you  what  are  my  thoughts  on  the  pre- 
fent  date  of  affairs. 

4 


You 
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You*  cannot  but  know  that  general  Brandeis 
has  fortunately  joined  us,  and  that  he  has  left 
flour  at  Zittau,  fufficient  for  about  a month.  The 
roads  of  Zittau  are  very  impracticable.  Should 
we  wifh  to  procure  bread  for  ten  days,  we  mufc 
fend  five  hundred  and  fifty  waggons  for  flour, 
with  an  efcort  in  proportion  to  the  force  of  the 
enemy.  In  the  camp  where  we  at  prefent  are, 
keeping  Gabel  and  Reichftadt,  the  convoy  may 
pals  and  repafs  in  full  fecurity,  becaufe  we  are 
able  to  fupport  thefe  two  polls.  Should  a corps 
of  the  enemy  encamp  at  Nimes,  we  can  fend 
fome  battalions  to  encamp  at  Gabel ; and,  in 
cafe  I fhould  think  proper  to  pitch  a camp  to- 
ward the  low  lands,  I pledge  myfelf  that  the 
enemy  cannot  afford  me  any  impediment.  But 
I cannot  pledge  myfelf  that  the  roads  of  Zittau 
will  remain  open ; and,  fhould  the  enemy  take 
but  one  convoy  of  flour,  we  fhould  want  bread, 
which  would  be  followed  with  ferious  confe- 
quences. 

According  to  the  advice  we  receive,  the  ene- 
my is  encamped  between  Liebenau  and  Swigau, 
the  corps  of  Nadafti  is  in  front  of  the  camp, 
and  the  corps  of  Morotz  near  Nimes,  fo  as  to 
form  the  vanguard  of  Nadafti. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  greateft  injury  the 
enemy  can  do  us  will  be  to  take  our  magazine. 

That 
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That  of  Silefia  is  prote&ed  by  the  fortrefs  of 
Schweidnitz.  There  remains,  therefore,  that  of 
Zittau,  which  fhould  be  carefully  watched.  If  I 
remain  with  the  army  where  I am,  the  Auftrians 
will  not  dare  undertake  any  thing  againft  it,  be- 
caufe  I can  arrive  at  Zittau  as  foon  as  they,  and 
perhaps  fooner;  but,  if  I am  to  advance  with  the 
army,  it  is  in  the  enemy’s  power  to  march  forward 
with  a heavy  corps,  and  to  cover  that  corps  with 
the  army. 

The  want  of  forage  will  induce  me  to  quit  this 
camp  in  about  eight  days.  I leave  it,  therefore, 
to  your  confideration  whether  it  be  better  for  me 
to  advance,  or  to  form  a camp,  with  the  fear 
however  of  lofing  the  communication  with  the 
town  of  Zittau ; or  whether  it  is  your  will  that  1 
fhould  enter  the  camp  of  Gabel,  which  is  not 
far  diftant,  and  where  I may  cover  Zittau. 

The  light  troops  of  the  enemy  are  rarely  feen  ; 
the  greatefl  mifchief  they  can  do  us  will  be  to 
impede  our  convoys.  Mod  of  the  regiments 
want  oxen,  which  general  Goltz  has  ufed  every 
effort  to  procure  by  contribution,  and  thefe  con- 
tributions have  been  little  refpe&ed. 

The  incorporating  of  the  regiments  perhaps 
ought  not  to  be  effe6ted  till  the  troops  (ball  be 
in  garrifon;  for,  were  it  done  in  the  field,  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  many  of  the  foldiers  would 

defert, 
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defert,  before  they  would  be  known  by  their  of- 
ficers. 

For  this  1 wait  your  orders,  which  I fliall  in 
all  things  obey. 

I have  examined  the  augmentation  of  the 
regiments ; the  men  are  proper  for  fervice,  and 
tolerably  difciplined.  Moft  of  the  liorfes  are 
young,  thofe  of  the  regiments  of  Kiow  and  Ste- 
chow  are  in  the  beft  condition  poffible.  The 
regiment  of  Wurtenberg  is  in  a very  ill  condi- 
tion. Major  Dahvitz  is  abfent,  and  wounded; 
for  which  reafon  his  regiment  is  without  a head, 
without  a commanding  officer,  and  did  not, 
therefore,  perform  the  fervice  that  might  have 
been  expe&ed,  at  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

I am.  See. 


LETTER  XVIII, 

From  the  King . 

In  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Leutmeritz,  July  14,  1757. 

I HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  12th. 
Should  you  once  retreat,  you  will  in  a month  be 
repulfed  to  Berlin ; the  enemy  does  but  follow 
you. 


If 
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If  you  want  oxen,  fend  into  Lufatia  for  them. 
Should  you  retreat,  your  forage  will  fail,  and 
the  — will  certainly  take  you  in  flank. 

Nadafti  is  encamped  at  Gaflorf,  and  Daun  at 
Nimes ; we  heard  him  beat  the  march. 

I perceive  you  place  too  much  confidence  in 
the  intelligence  brought  you,  and  that  objects  are 
magnified.  You  have  provifion  waggons  which 
may  bring  you  as  much  flour  as  you  want.  The 
thing  moft  proper,  and  mofl  convenient,  is  to 
detach  a corps  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  to 
Schweidnitz,  to  cover  the  frontiers  againft  the 
incurfions  of  Keil.  I (hall  regulate  my  condudt 
according  to  the  information  which  you  Shall 
fend  me  on  this  fubjeft. 

The  incorporation  of  the  Saxon  regiments 
muff  be  made  at  the  fame  time.  Major  Dalwitz 
is  ill  at  Drefden.  I will  induce  him  to  return 
to  his  regiment.  Colonel  Putkammer  however 
muft  take  care  of  the  regiment,  as  of  his  own. 

All  the  enemies  we  find  here  confifl  only  of 
two  regiments  of  huflars,  two  of  cuirafliers,  and 
four  of  Saxon  dragoons,  fix  battalions  of  Hun- 
garian infantry,  and  about  three  thoufand  pan- 
dours. 

Laudon  is  at  the  Pafcapol  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred huflars  and  pandours,  and  between  feven 
and  eight  hundred  are  fometimes  at  Graupen, 
vol.  xiii.  F Zinwalde, 
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Zinwalde,  and  Offegg,  and  others  at  Marien- 
fchein,  and  Schneeberg.  Deduft  all  thefe  from 
the  corps  which  are  faid  to  be  oppofing  you, 
and  you  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  troops, 
that  furround  you,  has  been  exaggerated. 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  XIX. 

From  the  King  *. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  Leutmeritz,  July  io,  1757. 

EVER  (ince  yefterday  evening,  we  have 
had  a heavy  corps  facing  us,  which  encamps  be- 
tween Wegftadt  and  Schurzan.  I cannot  inform 
you  whether  it  be  or  be  not  the  whole  army. 
They  have  detached  a flrong  corps  toward 
Auch,  which  I believe  to  be  four  thoufand 
flrong;  they  mean  fome  attempt  againfl  Tet- 
fchen,  as  far  as  I can  judge ; you  are  at  hand, 
and  can  detach  a corps  on  the  rear,  which  I 
cannot  do  from  this  place.  It  will  therefore  be 
proper  immediately  to  fend  a corps  of  feven  or 
eight  thoufand  men,  to  impede  the  proje&s  of 
the  enemy. 

I am,  &c. 

* This  letter,  the  date' of  which  likewife  precedes  that  of 
the  laft,  is  here  inferred,  becaufe  it  was  neceffary  the  feveral 
foregoing  anfwers  fhould  be  together* 


LET- 
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LETTER  XX. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pruffia . 

In  Anfwer  to  the  preceding. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  The  camp  of  Leipa, 

July  13,  1757. 

The  chafleur  fafely  arrived,  to-night, 
with  the  letter  of  the  1 oth. 

General  Winterfeld  will  march  with  feven 
battalions  of  dragoons,  and  ten  fquadrons  of 
huflars,  as  foon  as  the  bread  fhall  be  baked. 
The  roads  of  Budiffin  are  faid  to  be  very  bad, 
and  that  artillery  cannot  pafs  them.  General 
Winterfeld  will,  therefore,  march  to  Kamnitz, 
and  imagines  he  can  be  before  the  corps  which, 
according  to  his  fpies,  mean  to  attack  Tetfchen 
and  Pirna. 

I have  juft  received  a letter  from  general 
Kreutz,  and  another  from  the  minifler,  Schla- 
berndorf,  which  inform  me  that  the  enemy  has 
taken  Landlhut.  General  Kreutz  tells  me 
that  he  retired,  with  the  battalion,  to  Schweid- 
nitz.  I am  ignorant  of  the  force  of  the  enemy. 
The  general  refers  to  the  letter  which  he  wrote 
to  me,  but  which  1 have  never  received. 

The  waggons,  efcorted  by  two  battalions, 
will  go  to-morrow  to  Zittau,  for  flour  for  nine 
days. 

F 


Should 
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Should  you  command  me  to  march,  I muft 
have  thirty-fix  hours  notice,  that  I may  fend 
the  waggons  forward.  I have  ftill  thirty-three 
battalions,  thirty-five  fquadrons,  and  fifteeen 
fquadrons  of  huffars  remaining  with  me. 

I have  had  no  news  of  the  enemy.  We  (hall 
change  our  camp  this  afternoon,  that  we  may 
flop  up  the  opening,  and  not  occupy  too  much 
ground. 

A trumpet  that  we  fent  off  to-day,  with  the 
baggage  of  general  Trefkow  and  other  officers 
that  are  prifoners,  who  requefted  it  fhould  be 
fent,  is  juft  returned.  His  reception  was  figned 
by  general  Haddick,  and  dated  at  Neufchlofs, 

I am,  &c. 


LETTER  XXL 


From  the  King . 


MY  DEAR  BROTHER, 


The  camp  of  Leipa, 
July  13,  1757*. 


To  enable  you  to  form  a judgment  of 
what  is  neceifary  for  us  both  to  do,  it  will  be 
proper  for  me  to  defcribe  our  prefent  fituation. 
You  have  marlhal  Daun  to  oppofe,  and  I 


* This  letter  was  not  delivered  to  me  till  the  22d. 

Nadafti. 
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Nadafti.  Morotz  may  take  you  in  flank.  If 
Keil  be  detached  he  will  probably  march  to 
Landfhut. 

The  Swedes  are  aflembling  a corps  of  feven- 
teen  thoufand  men  near  Stralfund.  The  French 
have  entered  the  country  of  Hefle.  I am  in- 
formed that  eight  thoufand  of  dieu  troops  have 
pafied  the  Wefer,  that  thefe  are  to  be  followed 
by  eight  thoufand  more  ; thefe  flxteen  thoufand 
men,  if  I do  not  miftake,  will  join  the  troops  of 
the  Empire,  to  begin  their  operations  in  the 
country  of  Halberfladt  and  Magdeburg. 

This,  undoubtedly,  is  no  good  news,  but  it  is 
neceflary  for  us  to  execute  well  what  I am  going 
to  fay. 

For  our  part,  it  is  requifite  you  fhould  cover 
Lufatia  * for,  fhould  you  fail  fo  to  do,  a (warm  of 
light  troops  will  march  through  Silefia,  and 
carry  fire  and  fword  to  the  gates  of  Berlin,  be- 
caufe  I fhall  not  be  able  to  fend  fuccour  in  time. 
I (hall  beware  of  giving  you  orders  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  plan ; the  thing  is  difficult,  con- 
fult  your  belt- informed  generals,  and  always 
choofe  the  mod  probable  means,  according  to 
circumftances.  I fhall  give  you  no  precife  rules, 
either  relative  to  the  polls  you  have  to  aflume, 
or  the  marches  you  have  to  make. 

My  purpofe  will  be  to  keep  the  Saxon  hills, 
F 3 and 
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and  cover  my  magazine,  that  the  Elbe  may  be 
free,  and  that  I may  oppofe  the  incurfions  of 
the  French. 

With  refpedt  to  Pomerania,  I (hall  fend  a re- 
inforcement of  five  thoufand  men  to  the  garrifon 
of  Stettin.  You  ought  to  order  the  regiment 
of  Bevern  to  march  to  Stettin,  with  all  fpeed.  I 
will  at  the  fame  time  fend  the  regiment  of  prince 
Maurice  thither. 

To  this  I add  the  news,  I have  juft  received, 
that  the  French  have  taken  the  town  of  Embden, 
and  marfhal  Lehwald  informs  me  that  he  is  in 
momentary  expectation  of  the  reduction  of  Me- 
mel,  becaufe  the  Ruffians  befiegc  that  place. 
Apraxin  is  entrenched  near  Kauen ; the  fleet 
and  the  gallies  mean  to  attack  the  coaft. 

Well  may  this  make  your  courage  droop,  yet 
is  it  now  neceflary  that  we  fhould  redouble  our 
efforts.  My  opinion  is  that  we  muft  wait  the 
iftue  of  a decifive  battle,  which  one  or  the  other 
party  muft  attempt.  Should  not  this  happen, 
our  two  armies  will  be  loft  before  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign.  You  have  no  doubt  feen,  in  my 
laft  letter,  the  manner  in  which  I defire  the  re- 
giments to  be  incorporated.  You  have  the  re- 
giments of  Manfheim,  and  of  Widerfheim,  and 
the  battalion  of  Kahlenberg  grenadiers,  and 
thofe  of  Baer  and  Diezelfky,  at  your  difpofal.  I 
r allow 
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allow  you  to  permit  the  officers  to  feled,  from 
the  Saxon  regiments,  the  bed  enfigns  and  fer- 
jeants,  for  their  own. 

Should  marfhal  Daun  encamp  oppofite  me, 
with  the  whole  army,  you  may  detach  from 
eight  to  ten  battalions  with  their  huffars  into 
Silefia,  to  cover  the  mountains,  but  efpecially 
the  town  of  Schweidnitz.  In  cafe  of  need,  flour 
for  a mouth  may  be  fent  for,  to  the  magazine 
at  Drefden.  You  have  a fufficient  fupply,  from 
this  time  till  the  12th  of  Auguft;  and  you  may 
be  fupplied  with  more  till  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Succeffive  marches,  in  retreat,  conduce  to  no 
good  j you  will  always  be  in  want  of  forage, 
bread,  and  other  provifions,  and  will  lofe  as 
many  men  by  defertion  as  if  you  had  given  bat- 
tle to  the  enemy.  Under  circumftances  fo  de- 
fperate  as  ours,  defperate  meafures  fhould  be 
chofen. 

Note  written  in  the  margin , in  the  hand-writing 
of  the  king . 

You  mufb  continually  turn  to  face  the  grand 
army.  Should  it  detach  a corps  to  enter  Silefia, 
do  the  fame ; and,  fhould  the  army  itfelf  march 
toward  Silefia,  and  leave  a corps  in  Lufatia, 
imitate  this  condudl. 

End  of  the  Correfpcndetice  between  Frederic  II.  and 
Augustus  William,  Prince  of  Prufjia . 
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FREDERIC  II. 

AND 
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LETTER  I. 

From  the  King . 

MY  TEAR  FRIEND,  Breflau,  December  23,  1758. 

I SEND  you  the  widow’s  mite;  receive 
it  as  willingly  as  it  has  been  bellowed.  The 
fuccour  is  but  fmall,  yet  fuch  perhaps  as  you 
may  Hand  in  much  need  of,  during  thefe  calami- 
tous times. 

I at  the  fame  time  fend  you  fome  reflexions, 
which  are  all  the  fruit  1 have  gathered  from  my 
lafl  campaign. 

According  to  appearances,  our  winter  quar- 
ters will  be  left  in  peace.  The  enemy  affords 


no 
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no  fign  of  an  intention  to  trouble  us ; but  I do 
not  think  it  will  be  the  fame  with  prince  Ferdi- 
nand. 

Leave  we  the  veil  however  over  futurity,  by 
which  it  is  the  intention  of  Providence  it  Ihould 
be  concealed,  and  let  us  fpeak  of  the  prefent. 

Remain  perfuaded  of  the  friend  (hip  and  ef- 
teem  which  I fhall  preferve  for  you  to  the  end 
of  my  life. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 


REFLECTIONS  on  Changes  necejfary  to  he 
introduced  in  the  Manner  of  making  War  *. 

Of  what  good  is  life,  if  we  live  but  to 
vegetate  ? Of  what  ufe  is  obfervation,  if  it  be 
but  to  crowd  the  memory  with  fads  ? In  a word, 
of  what  utility  is  experience,  if  not  guided  by 
refledion  ? 

Vegetius  fays  that  war  ought  to  be  a ftudy, 
and  peace  an  exercife  ; and  rightly  has  he  faid. 

Thought,  or,  better  to  explain  myfelf,  the 
faculty  of  combining  ideas,  is  what  diftinguilhes 
man  from  beads  of  burden.  A mule,  though  he 

* Thefe  are  the  reflections  which  the  king  mentions  in  the 
foregoing  letter.  T. 
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fliould  have  made  ten  campaigns  under  prince 
Eugene,  would  not  have  improved  in  his  tadiics. 
And  to  the  Ihrame  of  humanity  it  muff  be  con- 
fefled  that,  with  refped  to  this  kind  of  indolent 
ftupidity,  many  old  officers  are  not  fuperior  to 
fuch  a mule.  To  follow  the  routine  of  fervice, 
to  be  bufied  concerning  food  and  clothing,  to  eat 
when  others  eat,  to  fight  when  others  fight,  are 
the  whole  warlike  deeds  of  the  majority,  and 
conftitute  what  is  called  having  feen  fervice, 
and  grown  grey  in  arms. 

This  is  the  reafon  that  fo  many  foldiers  re- 
main in  a ftate  of  mediocrity.  They  neither 
know  nor  trouble  themfelves  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  their  victories,  or  their  defeats ; al- 
though fuch  caufes  are  themfelves  exceedingly 
real. 

That  fevere  critic,  the  judicious  and  rigid 
Feuquieres,  has  Ihewn  us,  by  the  cenfures  he 
has  palTed  on  the  military  men  of  his  time,  the 
road  we  ought  to  take,  to  gain  inftruiflion.  The 
art  of  war  is  refined,  lince  the  age  in  which  he 
lived;  new  modes,  and  the  price  of  blood,  have 
rendered  it  more  difficult.  To  obferve  and  to  en- 
quire into  thefe  changes  is  but  proper;  in  order 
that,  having  well  examined  the  fyftem  of  our 
enemies,  and  the  difficulties  which  prefent  them- 
felves. 
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felves,  we  may  choofe  the  beft  means  by  which 
they  may  be  furmounted. 

I (hall  not  detain  you  with  anyof  the  proje&s 
of  our  opponents,  founded  as  they  are  on  the 
number  and  the  power  of  their  allies,  the  mul- 
titude of  whom  ought  to  crulh  not  only  Pruffia, 
but  every  prince  who  fliould  dare  refiftance. 
Nor  is  it  neceffary  to  make  you  remark  the 
maxim  they  have  generally  adopted,  to  attract 
our  forces  on  one  fide  by  diverfions,  that  they 
may  {trike  fome  grand  ftroke,  in  the  place  where 
they  themfelves  are,  without  meeting  with  any 
refiftance.  Neither  (hall  I call  to  your  mind 
their  rule  of  keeping  on  the  defenfive,  in  prefence 
of  a.  corps  which  is  ftrong  enough  to  make  head 
againft  them  ; and  to  a£t  with  vigour  agaimift 
him  who,  from  weaknefs,  is  obliged  to  cede. 

I will  in  like  manner  forbear  to  remind  you 
of  the  method  I have  followed,  to  fupport  myfelf 
againft  the  Coloffus  that  threatened  my  ruin. 
This  method,  which  is  only  become  good  by 
the  errors  of  my  enemies,  by  their  flownefs, 
which  has  feconded  my  activity,  and  by  their 
indolence,  which  never  knew  how  to  take  ad- 
vantage when  opportunity  might  offer,  muft 
not  be  propofed  as  a model  of  imitation. 

The  imperious  law  of  necellitv  has  obliged 

me 
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me  to  commit  much  to  chance.  The  conduct 
of  a pilot,  who  neceflarily  commits  the  veffel 
to  be  the  fport  of  winds  and  waves,  unable  to 
guide  it  according  to  the  indications  of  the  com- 
pafs,  never  can  lerve  as  a rule. 

Our  defign,  at  prefent,  is  to  form  a juft  idea 
of  the  fyftems  which  the  Auftrians  have  followed 
during  the  war. 

I fix  my  attention  on  them  as  on  thofe  of  our 
enemies  who  have  attained  moft  art,  and  perfec- 
tion, in  the  trade.  I pafs  over  the  French  in  fi- 
lence,  though  their  knowledge  be  extenfive, 
becaufe  their  inconliftency,  and  levity  of  mind, 
overturn,  from  day  to  day,  fuch  advantages  as 
their  abilities  may  have  procured.  With  refpedt 
to  the  Ruffians,  they  are  equally  ferocious  and 
ignorant,  nor  do  they  deferve  to  be  mentioned. 

The  principal  changes  which  1 have  remarked 
in  the  conduct  of  the  Auftrian  generals,  during 
the  war,  coniifts  in  their  encampments,  their 
marches,  and  that  prodigious  train  of  artillery 
which,  being  played,  even  were  it  not  fupported 
by  an  army,  would  be  almoft  fufficient  to  deftroy 
the  foe,  who  jfhould  advance  to  an  attack. 

Good  camps  have  been  chofen  in  former 
wars  ; wirnefs  thofe  of  Friburg  and  Nordlingen, 
which  M.  de  Merer  occupied  ; witnefs  a camp 
which  prince  Eugene  aftumed,  if  I do  not 

miftake, 
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miftake,  on  the  Adige,  or  on  the  Tefin,  where 
lie  kept  the  French  army  at  bay,  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Villeroi;  witnefs  the  fa- 
mous camp  of  Heiibron ; that  of  Sierk,  on  the 
Mofelle ; and  others,  which  I have  no  need  to 
cite. 

But  let  us  examine  whether  generals  ever  be- 
fore colle&ed  fo  formidable  a train  of  artillery, 
as  that  which  is  at  prefent  employed  by  the 
Auftrian  s. 

Where  were  ever  feen  four  hundred  pieces  of 
ordnance,  ranged  on  the  high  grounds,  with  the 
double  advantage  of  a diftant  and  a rafant  (or 
fweeping)  fire  ? 

An  Auftrian  camp  prefents  a formidable  front,, 
and  numerous  ambufeades  in  its  rear.  True  it 
is,  the  great  fuperiority  of  their  numbers,  which 
permits  them  to  form  in  feveral  lines  without 
fear  of  being  outwinged,  affords  them  an  eafy 
opportunity  of  fupplying  every  want,  for  they 
have  troops  enough. 

If  we  here  enter  into  more  minute  enquiries, 
we  (hall  difeover  that  the  principles  on  which 
the  Auftrian  generals  make  war  are  deduced 
from  long  meditation. 

You  will  perceive  much  art  in  their  taflics; 
extreme  circumfpedtion  in  the  choice  of  their 
camps ; a great  knowledge  of  their  ground ; 

6 their 
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their  manoeuvres  fupported ; and  that  degree  of 
prudence  which  undertakes  nothing  but  with  as 
great  a certainty  of  fuccefs  as  war  will  permit 
men  to  acquire. 

Never  to  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  obliged  to 
fight,  is  the  firft  maxim  of  every  general,  and 
of  which  their  fyftem  is  a confequence.  Hence 
their  fearch  after  ftrong  camps,  on  heights,  or 
on  mountains.  In  other  refpedis,  the  Auftrians 
have  nothing  peculiar  to  themfelves,  in  their 
choice  of  polls ; except  that  we  feldom,  if  ever, 
find  them  in  a bad  llation,  and  that  they  pay 
particular  attention  continually  to  poll  them- 
felves on  ground  where  they  cannot  be  at- 
tacked. 

Their  flanks  are  conllantly  fupported  by  ra- 
vines, precipices,  marlhes,  rivers,  or  towns.  But 
the  particular  in  which  they  moll  diftinguilH 
themfelves,  from  their  predeceflbrs,  is  the  or- 
ders they  iflue  to  their  troops,  to  profit  by 
every  advantage  of  ground.  They  pay  ex- 
treme attention  to  place  each  part  of  the  army 
where  it  can  ad:  moll  effedtually. 

To  fo  much  art  they  add  llratagem ; and  often 
prefent  bodies  of  horfe,  to  induce  the  general 
who  oppofes  them  to  make  falfe  difpolitions. 

I however  have  perceived,  on  more  than  one 
occalion,  that  whenever  they  form  their  cavalry 
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in  one  contiguous  line  they  have  no  intention 
to  bring  it  into  aCtion ; and  that  they  only 
mean  to  ufe  it  effectually,  when  it  is  in  a che- 
quer form. 

Remark  further  that,  when  you  order  their 
cavalry  to  be  attacked,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
battle,  yours  will  certainly  be  victorious ; but,  if 
you  purfue  only  to  the  fhorteft  diftance,  you  will 
fall  into  an  ambufcade  of  infantry,  where  your 
men  will  be  cut  off.  Hence  it  follows  that, 
when  you  attack  this  enemy  in  a poll,  you  muft 
refufe  engaging  his  cavalry,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  aCtion ; and,  if  poffible,  place  your 
own  horfe  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Auftrian  ar- 
tillery, that  you  may  employ  it,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances,  either  to  renew  the  combat,  or,  by 
vigorous  purfuit,  to  profit  by  victory. 

During  the  prefent  war,  the  Auftrian  army 
has  continually  been  encamped  in  three  lines, 
fupported  by  that  prodigious  train  of  artillery 
of  which  I have  fpoken. 

The  firft  line  is  formed  on  the  declivity  of  the 
hills,  where  the  ground  is  lefs  rugged,  and  the 
defcent  gentle,  in  the  form  of  a glacis,  on  the 
fide  where  the  enemy  may  attack.  This  method 
is  good,  and  is  the  fruit  of  experience,  which  de- 
monftrates  that  a rafant  fire  is  more  deftruCtive 
than  a descending  fire*  The  foldier  befide, 
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{landing  aloof  on  this  kind  of  glacis,  has  every 
advantage  of  fuperior  height,  without  its  incon- 
veniences ; the  foe  who  attacks  is  uncovered, 
and  cannot  injure  him  by  his  fire ; whereas  the 
defendant  may  cut  off  his  enemy  before  he  can 
approach  further.  Should  the  infantry  force  the 
aflailant  to  retreat,  it  may  profit  by  its  advan- 
tage, being  aided  and  feconded  by  fituation. 

Whereas,  fhould  the  defendant  be  placed  on 
ground  too  high,  or  too  fleep,  the  troops  will 
not  dare  to  defcend,  left  they  fhould  be  broken; 
their  fire  from  fuch  a height  would  not  every 
where  annoy  the  aflailant ; and,  making  a hafty 
march,  the  latter  would  foon  find  himfelf  under 
the  protection  of  his  artillery,  and  his  fmall 
arms. 

The  Auftrians  in  like  manner  preferve  this 
amphitheatrical  pofition  in  their  fecond  line,  in- 
terlined with  batteries  like  the  firft,  where  they 
ftation  bodies  of  horfe,  which  are  placed  there 
for  its  fupport. 

Should  the  aflailants  fall  back,  the  cavalry  is 
ready  to  charge.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  firft 
line  fhould  be  forced,  the  advancing  enemy 
finds,  after  a fevere  conflict  with  the  infantry, 
another  tolerable  poft,  which  muft  be  attacked 
anew.  The  aflailant  is  difordered  by  the  pre- 
G 2 ceding 
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ceding  charge,  yet  is  obliged  to  march  to  meet 
frelh  troops,  well  polled,  and  feconded  by  the 
nature  of  the  ground. 

The  third  line,  which  at  the  fame  time  ferves 
them  as  a referve,  is  deftined  to  reinforce  the 
pods  to  which  the  aflailant  propofes  to  pene- 
trate. 

The  Auftrian  flanks  are  garnifhed  with  can- 
non, like  a citadel.  They  profit  by  every  pro- 
jection of  the  ground,  there  to  range  artillery, 
fo  placed  as  to  increafe  their  crofs  firing ; fo 
that  the  attack  of  an  army,  with  the  ground  on 
which  it  is  ftationed  thus  prepared,  is  equal  to 
the  attack  of  a fortrefs,  the  works  of  which  are 
not  ruined. 

Not  fatisfied  with  all  thefe  precautions,  the 
Auflrians  (till  endeavour  to  cover  their  front  by 
marfhes,  hollow  ways  deep  and  impracticable, 
and  rivulets ; in  a word,  by  defiles. 

Nay,  not  abfolutely  confiding  in  thofe  fup- 
ports  which  they  have  placed  on  their  flanks, 
they  have  heavy  detachments,  on . their  right 
and  on  their  left,  which  encamp  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  two  miles  from  their  wings,  in 
places  which  cannot  be  approached.  Their 
duty  is  to  obferve  the  enemy ; and,  fhould  he 
inconfiderately  attack  them,  the  grand  army 
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may  fall  on  him  in  flank  and  rear,  and  derange 
his  meafures  fo  as  to  oblige  him  to  retreat,  after 
a firft  fruitlefs  attempt. 

But,  it  will  be  afked,  how  may  men  fo  well 
prepared  be  brought  to  adtion  ? Are  thefe 
troops,  that  have  fo  often  been  vanquifhed,  be- 
come invincible  ? Certainly  no  ; this  I will  never 
allow.  I would  not  however  advife  any  perfon 
to  form  a hally  refolution,  and  march  to  infult 
an  army  which  has  had  the  precaution  to  pof- 
fefs  itfelf  of  fo  many  advantages. 

But,  as  it  is  finally  impofiible,  during  a whole 
campaign,  that  the  ground  fhould  every  where 
be  equally  advantageous,  and  that  thofe  whofe 
office  it  is  to  choofe  polls  fhould  not  be  guilty 
of  fome  millakes,  I very  much  approve  that 
fuch  occafions  fhould  be  feized,  without  any 
regard  to  numbers,  provided  there  be  but  more 
than  half  the  quantity  of  men  polleHed  by  the 
enemy. 

With  refpedt  to  the  millakes  that  may  be 
committed,  and  profited  by,  they  are  fuch  as 
thefe.  The  foe  may  leave  fome  heights,  in  the 
front,  or  on  the  fide  of  his  camp,  unoccupied  ; 
his  flank  may  not  be  well  fupported ; he  may 
place  his  cavalry  in  his  firfh  line ; or  he  may 
detach  one  of  the  corps,  which  hover  on  his 
wings,  too  far  from  the  main  army ; the  heights 
G 3 on 


86  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

on  which  he  may  take  poft  may  not  be  fuffi- 
ciently  confiderable;  and  efpecially  there  may  be 
no  defile  to  intercept  the  march  of  the  affailant ; 
in  which  cafe  I fbould  propofe  immediately  to 
feize  on  fuch  heights,  and  to  place  as  much  ar- 
tillery on  them  as  they  can  contain. 

I have  on  more  than  one  occafion  obferved 
that  the  Auftrians,  both  cavalry  and  infantry, 
will  not  (land  the  fire  of  artillery.  But  either 
confiderable  heights  or  a plain  are  neceffary, 
advantageoufiy  to  profit  by  the  cannon,  which, 
as  well  as  the  mufketry,  produce  no  effe£t  when 
fired  upward.  And  to  attack  an  enemy  without 
the  advantage  of  fire  is  to  attempt  to  fight  againft 
arms  with  clubs.  Succefs  therefore  would  be 
impoflible. 

I return  to  the  attack.  My  advice  is  that 
a point  fhould  be  propofed  from  which  to  make 
a powerful  effort,  and  to  form  feveral  lines 
^hich  fhall  afford  each  other  mutual  fupport, 
it  being  probable  that  the  firft  affailants  may 
meet  repulfe.  I am  not  abfolutely  of  opinion 
that  general  attacks  ought  to  be  made,  becaufe 
they  are  too  dangerous : whereas,  when  only 
one  wing,  or  one  fedlion,  of  an  army  is  en- 
gaged, if  it  be  defeated,  the  main  body  remains 
to  cover  a retreat,  and  thus  no  total  defeat  can 
be  the  refult. 
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It  mu  ft  further  be  confidered  that,  when  you 
only  attack  a part  of  die  enemy’s  army,  your 
lofs  of  men  never  can  be  fo  great  as  when  the 
battle  becomes  general;  and  that,  fhould  you 
fucceed,  you  may  equally  deftroy  your  foe,  if 
he  have  not  any  defile  too  near  the  field  of  bat- 
tle ; nor  any  detachments  from  his  main  army, 
ready  to  cover  his  retreat. 

It  feems  to  me  that,  with  that  part  of  your 
troops  which  you  refufe  to  the  enemy;  you  may 
parade,  and  by  making  inceffant  manoeuvres 
oblige  him  not  to  quit  his  poft,  to  march  to  the 
fupport  of  the  troops  againft  whom  your  effort 
is  made ; by  which  means  that  part  of  his  army 
which  you  tfius  keep  in  check  will  become  ufe- 
lefs. 

It  perhaps  may  happen  that  the  enemy  may 
enfeeble  himfelf,  on  one  fide,  by  marching  to 
the  fuccoyr  of  another.  When  you  perceive 
fuch  a manoeuvre  foon  enough,  if  you  have 
fufficient  force,  you  ought  to  profit  by  the  mo- 
ment. 

Neither  let  us  blufh  to  imitate  whatever  we 
can  difcover  of  excellent,  in  the  method  of  our 
enemies. 

The  Romans,  by  adopting  the  advantageous 
arms  of  the  nations  againft  whom  they  fought, 
rendered  their  troops  invincible. 
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This  rule  eflablifhed,  we  certainly  ought  to 
adopt  the  Auftrian  manner  of  encampment ; in 
all  cafes  fatisfying  ourfelves  with  a more  con- 
traded  front,  that  we  may  -gain  in  depth,  and 
taking  great  care  to  ftation  and  to  fecure  the 
wings  well. 

However  embarraffing  it  may  be,  we  muft 
conform  to  the  fyftem  of  a heavy  train  of  artil- 
lery. I have  caufed  ours  to  be  very  confider- 
ably  augmented,  and  it  will  fupply  the  defeds 
of  our  infantry,  which  cannot  but  degenerate, 
in  proportion  as  the  war  becomes  more  tedious, 
and  more  bloody.  Thus,  to  take  meafures  with 
more  judgment,  and  attention,  than  they  have 
formerly  been  taken,  is  to  conform  to  the  old 
principle  of  the  military  art,  of  never  being 
obliged  to  fight,  contrary  to  our  own  inclination. 

So  many  difficulties  in  the  attack  of  the  ene- 
my, in  his  poll,  gave  birth  to  the  idea  of  attack- 
ing him  on  his  march,  of  profiting  by  his  de- 
campments, and  of  engaging  his  rear-guard ; 
according  to  the  example  of  the  affair  of  Leufe, 
or  that  of  Senef. 

But  for  this  the  Auflrians  have  in  like  man- 
ner made  provilion,  by  only  carrying  the  war 
into  hilly  and  uneven  countries  ; and  by  pre- 
vioully  preparing  roads,  either  through  forefls 
or  marfhy  lands ; or  by  following  the  windings 
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of  the  valleys,  behind  the  mountains,  which 
they  take  care  firft  to  garnifh  with  ftrong  detach- 
ments. Their  numerous  light  troops  then  march, 
and  take  poll  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  fummits  of 
thefe  mountains,  and  thus  cover  the  march  of 
the  army,  mafk  its  motions,  and  procure  it  en- 
tire fafety,  till  a new  camp  be  attained,  equally 
advantageous  with  the  one  quitted,  and  in  which 
the  foe  cannot  be  attacked,  without  imprudence. 

I ought,  on  this  occafion,  to  induce  you  to 
remark  that  one  of  the  means,  employed  by  our 
enemies,  is  previoufly  to  caufe  the  ground  they 
mean  to  occupy  to  be  examined,  by  their  field 
engineers,  who  take  its  heights,  and  furvey  it ; 
nor  is  the  ground  cholen,  and  its  defence  regu- 
lated, till  after  mature  deliberation. 

The  Auftrians  ihake  many  and  ftrong  detach- 
ments ; thofe  that  are  moft  feeble  do  not  confift 
of  lefs  than  three  thoufand  men.  I have  fome- 
times  enumerated  five  or  fix  detachments,  which 
have  all  at  once  been  in  the  field. 

The  number  of  their  Hungarian  troops  is  con- 
fiderable;  if  they  happen  to  be  colleded  they 
can  form  a diftind  corps.  So  that  you  have  two 
armies  to  combat;  confifting  of  the  heavy  troops 
and  the  light. 

The  officers  employed  in  the  command  of 
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their  detachments  are  of  confummate  experi- 
ence, efpecially  in  the  knowledge  of  the  ground. 

They  often  encamp  near  our  armies ; but  with 
the  very  ufeful  circumfpeCtion  of  polling  them- 
felves  on  the  tops  of  mountains,  in  thick  forefts* 
or  behind  double  and  triple  defiles. 

From  fuch  kind  of  dens  they  fend  parties, 
which  aCt  according  to  circumftances ; and  the 
corps  does  not  fhew  itfelf  unlefs  an  opportunity 
offers  to  attempt  fomething  of  moment.  It  is 
the  flrength  of  thefe  detachments  which  allows 
them  to  approach  fo  near,  our  armies,  and  even 
to  furround  them  ; and  it  is  exceedingly  vex- 
atious not  to  have  an  equal  number  of  fuch 
kind  of  troops. 

Our  free  battalions,  formed  of  deferters,  ill 
compofed  and  weak,  generally  dare  not  face 
them.  Our  generals  fear  to  venture  too  far, 
left  they  Ihould  lofe  their  troops  ; and  thus  the 
foe  finds  occafion  to  approach  our  camps,  to 
difturb  us,  and  both  night  and  day  to  excite 
alarms. 

Our  officers,  at  length  become  familiarized 
with  fuch  attempts,  began  to  defpife  them,  and 
unfortunately  contracted  a habit  of  fecurity 
which  became  fatal  to  us  at  Hochkirchen,  where 
moft  of  them  fuppofed  the  attack,  which  the 

whole 
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whole  army  of  the  Auftrians  made  on  our  right, 
to  be  nothing  more  than  a fkirmifh  of  light  and 
irregular  troops. 

Not  to  conceal  any  thing  from  you,  1 cannot 
however  but  think  marfhal  Daun  might  ftill 
make  a better  ufe  of  his  Hungarian  army,  which 
does  not  do  us  all  the  injury  it  might. 

Why  have  not  thefe  detached  generals  made 
any  attempt  againft  our  foragers?  Why  have 
they  not  attacked  the  ill-fortified  places  in  which 
we  have  depofited  our  provifions?  Why  have 
they  not  on  all  occalions  endeavoured  to  inter- 
cept our  convoys?  Why,  inftead  of  alarming 
our  camps,  nightly,  by  feeble  detachments,  have 
they  not  attacked  them  in  full  force,  and  at* 
tacked  our  fecond  line  in  the  rear  ? Thefe  would 
have  led  them  to  objects  of  very  different  impor- 
tance, and  fuch  as  are  decifive  in  war. 

The  Auftrians  no  doubt,  like  us,  are  in  want 
of  bold  and  capacious  officers,  who  alone  how- 
ever, among  a horde  of  armed  and  timid  men, 
deferve  to  obtain  the  rank  of  general. 

I have  in  a few  words  dated  my  ideas,  con- 
cerning the  principles  on  which  the  Auftrians 
make  war,  at  prefent.  They  have  greatly  im- 
proved the  art,  but  not  fo  as  to  prevent  others 
from  affuming  an  entire  fuperiority  over  them.: 
;he  very  art  which  they  employ,  with  fo  much 
& ability, 
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ability,  for  felf  defence,  furnifhes  us  with  the 
means  of  attack. 

I have  ventured  fome  opinions,  on  the  man- 
ner of  engaging  with  them  in  battle  ; but  I have 
two  things  to  add,  which  I believe  I have  omit- 
ted. 

The  firft  is  to  fupport  the  corps  that  attacks, 
otherwife  it  will  be  taken  in  flank ; whereas  it 
is  principally  deflined  to  flank  the  enemy. 

The  fecond  is  the  great  attention  which  the 
leaders  of  the  forces  ought  to  pay,  that  the  men 
fhould  not  leave  their  ranks,  efpecially  when 
they  repulfe  the  enemy  ; for,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumflances,  a feeble  body  of  horfe  which  fhould 
fall  on  them,  and  find  them  in  diforder,  would 
be  capable  of  effeding  their  deflrudion.  But, 
let  a general  take  what  precautions  he  pleafe, 
he  flill  has  many  rifks  to  run,  in  the  attack  of 
difficult  polls,  and  in  battle  always. 

The  befl  infantry  in  the  world  may  be  re- 
pulfed,  and  beaten,  in  places  where  it  has  to 
combat  againft  ground,  enemies,  and  artillery. 

Ours,  which  is  at  prefent  baftardized,  by  too 
frequent  Ioffes,  ought  not  to  be  employed  in  dif- 
ficult enterprizes.  Its  intrinfic  valour  is  not  com- 
parable to  what  it  was ; and  to  venture  it  in  at- 
tacks which  demand  conflancy,  and  unfhaken 
fortitude,  would  be  to  put  it  to  trials  too  fevere. 

The 
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The  fate  of  a kingdom  often  depends  on  a 
decifive  battle  : for  which  reafon  a general  ought 
to  engage,  if  he  difcover  advantages ; and  ought 
to  avoid  fighting,  if  the  danger  be  fuperior  to 
the  good  that  can  be  hoped. 

There  are  more  ways  than  one  which  all  lead 
to  the  fame  conclufion.  We  ought  to  apply  our- 
felves,  if  I do  not  miftake,  to  deftroy  the  enemy 
in  detail.  Of  what  confequence  are  the  means 
we  employ,  provided  we  do  but  gain  the  fupe- 
rior ity  ? 

The  enemy  makes  a number  of  detachments, 
the  generals  of  which  are  not  all  equally  prudent 
and  circumfped:.  We  fhould  endeavour  to  ruin 
thefe  detachments,  one  after  the  other.  Such 
expeditions  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  trifles. 
The  commander  fhould  march  in  full  force; 
the  fhoulder  fhould  be  fet  to  the  wheel;  and 
thefe  fkirmiflies  ought  to  be  treated  as  ferioufly 
as  if  a decifive  battle  were  in  queftion.  The 
advantage  that  would  accrue,  by  twice  fucceff- 
fully  cutting  off  thefe  diftind  corps,  would  be, 
the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  defend  them  ; 
his  circumfpedtion  would  induce  him  to  keep 
colle&ed,  and  opportunities  might  be  afforded 
of  attacking  the  grand  army  with  fuccefs. 

Other  ideas  prefent  themfelves  likewife  to  my 
mind,  which  I fcarcely  dare  propofe  under  our 

prefent 
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prefent  circumllances,  when,  overwhelmed  by 
the  weight  of  all  Europe,  and  obliged  to  fpeed 
pod  hafte  with  armies,  that  we  may  arrive  foon 
enough  to  defend  this  frontier,  or  fly  to  the  aid 
of  that  province,  we,  inftead  of  preftribing  to, 
are  obliged  to  receive  laws  from  our  enemies, 
and  to  regulate  our  motions  by  their  proje&s. 

As  violent  fituations  however  are  not  of  long 
duration,  and  as  a tingle  accident  may  lead  to 
great  changes  in  affairs,  I think  it  neceffary  to 
difcover  my  thoughts  to  you,  concerning  the 
feat  of  the  war.  While  we  are  unable  to  draw 
the  enemy  into  the  plains,  we  cannot  flatter  our- 
felves  that  we  (hall  acquire  any  great  advantages 
over  him;  but  as  foon  as  we  can  deprive  him  of 
his  hills,  his  forefts,  and  his  uneven  ground, 
which  fo  well  ferve  his  purpofes,  his  troops  will 
not  be  able  to  refill  ours. 

But  where,  fay  you,-  fhall  we  find  thefe  plains  ? 
Are  they  in  Moravia,  in  Bohemia,  at  Goerlitz,  at 
Zittau,  or  at  Freiberg  ? 

I anfwer  no ; but  fuch  ground  may  be  met 
with  in  lower  Silefia  ; and  the  infatiable  ardour 
with  which  the  court  of  Vienna  defires  the  re- 
covery of  that  duchy  will  induce  it,  foon  or 
late,  to  fend  armies  thither.  Obliged  to  quit 
their  polls,  the  llrength  of  their  heavy  ord- 
nance, and  the  awful  difplay  of  their  artillery, 

will 
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will  then  be  reduced  to  things  of  fmall  impor- 
tance. 

Should  therefore  the  Auftrians,  at  the  begin- 
ning  of  a campaign,  enter  the  plain,  their  rafh- 
nefs  might  draw  on  their  ruin  ; and,  from  that 
moment,  all  the  operations  of  the  Pruffian  ar- 
mies, whether  in  Bohemia  or  in  Moravia,  would 
fucceed  without  difficulty. 

You  will  tell  me  that  to  draw  the  enemy  into 
our  own  country  is  but  a melancholy  expedients 
I allow  it  is  fo ; yet  is  it  the  only  ofte  that  re- 
mains, fince  it  has  not  pleafed  nature  to  form 
plains  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  but  to  load 
them  with  woods  and  mountains.  We  therefore 
have  only  to  choofe  this  advantageous  ground, 
without  troubling  ourfelves  with  any  thing  fur- 
ther. 

When  I praife  the  ta&ics  of  the  Auftrians,  I 
cannot  but  blame  their  plans  of  campaign,  and 
their  conduct  in  the  grand  parts  of  the  war. 
With  forces  fo  fuperior,  and  allies  fo  numerous, 
as  are  at  the  difpofal  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
that  court  cannot  be  excufed  in  acquiring  fuch 
trifling  advantages. 

I cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  my  aftonifhment. 
at  the  want  of  plan  between  the  operations  of 
fo  many  armies,  which  muft  crufh  the  whole 
Pruffian  power,  did  they  make  one  general 

effort. 
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effort.  How  flow  are  they  in  the  execution  of 
their  projects  ! How  many  opportunities  do 
they  not  fuffer  to  efcape  ! In  a word,  how  many 
enormous  faults  do  they  not  commit,  to  which 
we  have  hitherto  been  indebted  for  our  fafety  ! 

Such  is  the  fruit  I have  gathered  from  this 
campaign.  The  ftrong  impreflion  thefe  images 
have  made  on  my  mind  has  fupplied  the  re- 
flexions I here  communicate.  I fliall  think  the 
time  I have  bellowed  in  colleXing  thefe  remarks 
well  employed,  if  you  will  meditate  on  them 
yourfelf,  and  impart  your  ideas  tome,  which  are 
of  more  worth  than  my  own. 

FREDERIC. 

Breflau,  December  21,  1758. 


LETTER  II. 

From  General  Fouauet . 

SIRE,  Leobfchutz,  January  2,  1759. 

RECOLLECT  the  benefits  you  have  be- 
llowed ; remember  you  have  enriched  me  be- 
yond my  wifhes.  Yet,  in  addition  to  fuch  nu- 
merous favours,  you  now  fend  me  a prefent  of 
two  thoufand  crowns.  For  thefe  I return  you 
my  moll  humble  thanks,  and  will  endeavour  to 

employ 
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employ  them  in  the  bed  manner  for  your  ma- 
jedy’s  fervice. 

From  thefe  traits  of  generofity  I imagine  your 
majefly’s  treafures  are  inexhaudible.  So  much 
the  better;  I congratulate  you,  and  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 

LETTER  III. 

From  General  Fcuquet . 

SIRE,  Leobfchutz,  January  2,  17^9. 

It  is  adoniGiing,  and  even  fupernatural5 
to  behold  your  majedy  equal  to  labours  fo  vari- 
ous, and  which  are  all  infinitely  complex.  You 
are  the  only  man  on  earth  capable  of  fuch  exer- 
tions. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  affairs  of  the  war 
are  the  mod  preding,  and  the  mod  neceffary ; 
and,  from  the  reflections  which  your  majedy  has 
made  on  this  important  fubjeCt,  I perceive  you 
have  thought  on  it  profoundly. 

No  one  is  more  capable  than  your  majedy  of 
deep  meditation.  Your  ideas  are  the  acquired 
fruits  of  your  great  experience.  No  man  has 
fupported  wars  comparable  to  thofe  which  you 
have  made  ; hiflory  affords  no  equal  example; 

vol.  xiii,  H and* 
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and,  though  during  the  lafl  campaign  you  made 
no  conquefls,  the  memorable  deeds  by  which  it 
is  chara&erifed,  the  adlivity  you  difplayed,  and 
the  courage  with  which  you  made  head  againfl 
and  repulfed  the  moft  formidable  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, will  ever  immortalize  you,  and  give  you 
precedence  over  all  heroes,  ancient  and  modern. 

Flattery,  fire,  is  no  part  of  my  character ; the 
whole  world  does  you  this  juflice. 

It  feems  that,  by  communicating  your  reflec- 
tions on  ta&ics,  and  on  other  parts  of  war,  your 
majefly  approves  that  I fhould,  or  rather  com- 
mands me  to,  fpeak  my  opinion.  The  mailer 
afks  inflrudlion  from  his  fcholar. 

I obey,  and  flatter  myfelf  I run  no  rifk,  firicc 
the  fincerity  of  my  heart  is  known  to  you ; as  are 
my  attachment  to  your  fervice,  and  my  zeal  for 
your  augufl  perfon. 

Should  the  war  continue,  it  is  to  be  hoped  you 
will  not  have  the  fame  number  of  enemies  to 
oppofe,  but  that  fome  will  quit  the  party.  If 
not,  the  natural  confequence  ought  to  be  that 
we  fhould  fall,  overpowered. 

The  remarks,  on  which  your  majefly  has  em- 
ployed the  mofl  attention,  principally  relate  to 
three  points. 

i.  The  manner  of  encampment  pradtifed  b 
the  Auflrians. 


2.  The 
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2.  The  attack  of  their  army,  on  its  march* 

3.  Their  heavy  train  of  artillery. 

With  refped  to  the  firft  point,  which  is  that 
of  the  unapproachable  camps  of  the  Auftrians, 
as  well  in  front  as  in  flank,  I do  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  to  imitate  them,  except  when 
the  objed  ftiould  be  to  defend  a defile,  or  the 
pafs  of  a province ; to  cover  a fortrefs,  or  to 
avoid  a battle ; that  is,  fuppofing  our  army  to 
be  much  inferior  to  theirs : otherwife  two  ar- 
mies, having  the  fame  end  to  obtain,  would  be 
in  danger  of  palling  a campaign  without  any 
confiderable  progrefs,  which  does  not  fuit  our 
fituation.  Neither  can  this  pofnbly  happen  ; for 
the  enemy  will  fend  detachments  into  this  or 
that  part, -whence  changes  in  the  pofition  of  the 
army  will  refult,  fuch  as  may  give  occafion  to 
battles. 

I think  that  a Camp  having  its  wings  well  fup- 
ported,  fo  as  not  to  be  in  danger  of  being  turned, 
and  the  front  of  which  fhould  be  on  a declivity, 
without  any  real  advantage  to  either  party  — I 
think,  I fay,  fuch  a camp  is  fuitable  to  us.  A 
pofition  like  that  might  induce  the  Auftrians  to 
march  to  attack  us,  and  make  it  eafy  for  us  to 
meet  them;  in  this  cafe,  we  fhould  only  have  to 
find  camps  in  which  the  wings,  and  the  flanks, 
might  be  well  fupported. 

H a 
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Nothing  can  be  more  folid,  better  imagined* 
or  more  definable*  than  to  draw  the  enemy  into 
the  plain. 

True  it  is,  the  project  is  impracticable,  except 
by  the  facrifice  of  a great  part  of  your  country  ; 
but*  on  the  other  fide,  it  might  aid  our  final 
purpofe.  In  fuch  a cafe*  it  would  only  be  ne- 
celfary  to  garnith  well  the  frontier  places. 

I know  not  whether  my  conjecture  be  juft  * 
but,  after  an  examination  of  the  conduct  of  ge- 
neral Daun*  during  the  laft  campaign*  I doubt 
whether  you  will  fucceed  in  drawing  the  old  fox 
from  his  den,  ftiould  he  be  continued  in  the 
command  of  the  army.  He  has  formed  a fyftem 
totally  oppofite  to  your  plan. 

The  battles  of  Hohen-Friedberg  and  of  Lifta 
are  continually  prefent  to  the  minds  of  the  -Au- 
ftrians.  Should  your  project  take  place*  two 
confequences  would  be  the  refult ; we  ftiould 
yield  the  precedency  to  our  enemies,  and  fhould 
fuffer  them  to  march  fir  ft ; whereas  we  have  al- 
ways anticipated  them*  at  the  opening  of  each 
campaign. 

The  fecond  point  relates  to  the  attack  of  their 
army  on  its  march ; but*  as  your  majefty  has 
obferved*  their  marches  are  fo  well  conducted, 
and  fo  exactly  mafked*  by  the  multitude  of  their 
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light  troops,  that  we  can  have  but  little  hopes  of 
gaining  real  advantages,  on  fuch  occafions. 

The  fame  may  be  laid  of  the  attack  of  their 
pofts,  which  are  equally  ftrong  and  inapproach- 
able. Such  aflaults  would  but  be  to  facrifice  a 
prodigious  number  of  men,  and  fucccfs  would 
afterward  be  very  uncertain. 

If  the  poll  be  bad,  they  will  forfake  it ; as 
we  have  feen  pradtifed  by  feveral  of  their  gene- 
rals. 

J^otwithftanding  thefe  difficulties,  it  would  be 
very  vexatious  fhould  no  opportunity  prefent  it- 
felf,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  a campaign, 
in  which  they  might  be  found  at  fault. 

What  relates  to  the  artillery  is  the  third  point, 
and  is  a capital  one,  pad  difpute.  Your  majefty 
allows  the  following  fadts : that  the  artillery  of 
the  Auftrians  is  much  fuperior  to  ours ; that  it 
is  better  ferved  $ and  that  it  carries  further,  from 
the  goodnefs  of  the  powder,  and  the  quantity 
ufed,  in  making  up  the  charge  for  each  gun. 

The  execution  of  this  formidable  artillery 
alone  gave  occahon  to  the  remarks,  which  your 
majefty  has  made,  on  the  intrinfic  valour  of  our 
prefent  infantry. 

The  Romans  adopted  the  well-tempered 
fwords  of  the  Gauls,  and  fubjedted  their  con- 
querors. Let  us,  fire,  follow  their  example, 
H 3 as 
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as  you  have  yourfelf  refolved  to  do ; let  us  op- 
pofe  artillery  to  artillery,  with  an  equal  propor- 
tion of  gunners,  and  you  will  make  the  regi- 
ments of  your  army  fo  many  facred  Theban 
legions. 

It  is  nothing  but  the  fuperiority  of  that  artil- 
lery, the  effects  of  which  they  have  felt,  that  has 
fomewhat  occafioned  them  to  relax  from  their 
native  ardour. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  IV. 

From  the  King . 

Breflau,  January  9,  1759; 

I AM  not  fo  rich  as  you  fuppofe,  my  dear 
friend  ; but,  by  the  aid  of  induftry  and  refources, 
I have  colle&ed  funds  for  the  next  campaign ; fo 
that  all  arrears  fhall  be  punctually  paid  off,  at  the 
end  of  February.  I have  divided,  between  you  and 
two  other  friends,  what  remained  at  my  own  dif- 
pofal ; you  may  therefore  rather  compare  me  to 
the  beggar,  Irus,  than  to  the  wealthy  Crcefus. 

I thank  you  for  your  anfvver  to  the  military 

reflections. 
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refk&ionsj  which  I fent  you.  I am  of  your 
opinion ; but  not  a word  of  all  this. 

The  Turks  begin  to  move;  they  will  not 
long  remain  with  their  arms  crofted.  The  king 
of  Spain  is  dying. 

Thus  the  cowardly  confpirators,  who  labour 
to  effedt  my  ruin,  will  find  employment. 

Should  the  turbaned  gentry  turn  toward  the 
barbarians*,  the  whole  horde  will  difappear,  and 
Sweden  will  confequently  give  up  the  game. 
Should  they  attack  our  infolent  neighbours  (the 
Auftrians)  the  latter  will  not  be  able  at  once 
vigoroufiy  to  oppofe  me  and  the  circumcified. 
And,  further,  (hould  the  king  of  Spain  die,  war 
will  immediately  break  out  in  Italy  ; and  our 
thoughtlefs  and  frantic  countrymen  will  be 
obliged  to  quarrel  with  their  infolent  and  proud 
tyrants. 

All  this  muft  not  prevent  us  from  forming  a 
plan  for  prefent  operations.  Time  mud  reveal 
future  events,  and  teach  us  what  meafures  our 
enemies  will  take;  we  then  fhall  be  able  to  de- 
termine how  it  will  be  proper  to  act. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I wifii  you  health  and 
profperity  this  new  year,  and  embrace  you  with 

* The  king  called  the  Ruffians  barbarians,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war,  till  the  death  of  Elizabeth.  T. 
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all  my  heart,  alluring  you  of  that  efteem  and 
jtendernefs  which  will  end  only  with  life. 

FREDERIC. 


TOWARD  the  end  of  March  1759,  gene- 
ral Fouquet,  feeing  the  Aultrians  reinforce  their 
troops  on  the  frontiers  of  upper  Silefia,  and  en- 
deavour to  force  a paflage  on  the  fide  of  Zug- 
mantel  and  Weidenau,  to  cut  off  his  communi- 
cation with  Neuftadt  and  Neifs,  retired  front 
the  environs  of  Leobfchutz,  on  the  28th,  be- 
yond Hotzenplotz,  and  placed  his  right  wing  at 
Neuftadt,  his  left  toward  Ober-Qlogau,  and  his 
general  quarters  at  Elfchnig. 

The  Auftrians,  on  their  part,  drew  in  their 
quarters,  in  Bohemia,  toward  Landlhut;  and, 
on  the  25th  of  March,  they  attacked  the  ad- 
vanced pods  of  the  army  of  the  king,  toward 
Schoemberg,  Liebau,  and  Landfhut. 

The  king,  who  had  left  Brellau,  on  the  23d, 
to  eftablilh  his  general  quarters  at  Rahnltock, 
and  who  thought  Glatz  in  danger,  following 
the  advice  of  general  Fouquet,  fent  a detach- 
ment to* occupy  the  heights  of  Ober-Eich,  and 
of  Nieder-Eich,  between  Glatz  and  Wartha ; 
while  he  himfelf  was  encamped  near  Landlhut. 

The  following  letters  contain  the  refult  of 
this  pofition. 


LED 
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LETTER  V. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

,S  I R E,  Jflfchnig,  April  2,  1 7590 

SHOULD  the  Auftrians  wifh  to  under- 
take the  fiege  of  Glatz,  as  your  majefty  fuppofes, 
I certainly  believe  that  the  corps,  deftined  for 
that  operation,  will  come  from  Grulifch  and 
Nachod ; and  that  the  main  army  will  take 
poll,  to  cover  the  fiege,  near  Wiinfchelburg, 
or  Batzdorf ; where  it  will  be  impoflible  for  it 
to  be  attacked. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  nothing  better 
can  be  done,  in  my  opinion,  than  to  detach 
five  or  fix  battalions,  to  occupy  the  heights 
near  the  villages  of  Upper-Eich  and  Lower- 
Eich,  between  W artha  and  Glatz ; plans  for 
which  have  been  given  to  colonel  Wreeden, 
and  captain  Winanco. 

Perhaps,  by  this  means,  the  meafures  of  the 
enemy  may  be  difconcerted. 

Everything  is  here  in  tranquillity;  the  fron- 
tiers have  not  yet  been  palled.  Flour  and  fo- 
rage however  are  continually  tranfported  to  Hofif 
and  Troppau  ; and  it  is  faid  that  general  Mar- 
fhal  will  have  the  command  of  the  enemy’s 
corps,  in  thcfe  parts. 


L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER  VI. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Buntzlau,  April,  3,  1759. 

I HAVE  made  all  the  arrangements 
which  you  propofed.  About  three  in  the  after- 
noon, Ramin  will  be  at  Wartha,  and  general 
Seidlitz,  with  five  regiments  of  horfe,  in  the 
environs  of  Frankenftein,  whence  he  will  write 
to  you,  by  which  means  we  may  obtain  intelli- 
gence of  whatever  fhall  happen. 

I do  not  think  the  enemy  will  attempt  an 
thing  on  the  fide  of  Landfbut ; at  lead,  not  un- 
lefs  I (hall  weaken  myfelf  too  much. 

True  it  is,  the  feafon  for  a&ing  is  yet  early  ; 
but,  if  I can  now  anticipate  the  enemy’s  defigns, 
fo  much  will  be  gained.  It  remains  to  enquire 
how  we  (hall  afterward  efcape  from  our  difficul- 
ties. 

The  French,  Auftrians,  and  troops  of  the 
Empire,  have  been  driven  out  of  Franconia. 
Prince  Ferdinand  will  prefs  warmly  upon  them: 
this  will  leave  our  right  at  peace;  but  we  have 
dill  to  afk  what  will  be  the  fituation  of  the  left. 

It  is  neceffary  to  be  very  alert,  and  fo  to  regu- 
late our  manoeuvres  as  not  to  fuffer  them  to  be 
7 impeded ; 
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impeded;  and  alfo  not  unfeafonably  to  difcover 
our  intentions. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  When  (hall  we  fee 
an  end  to  this  dog's  life  ? 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  VII. 

From  the  King . 

/Pokkain,  April  3,  1759. 

An  idea  has  (truck  me,  which  I (hall 
communicate  to  you,  my  dear  general,  fuch  as 
it  has  taken  birth  in  my  brain,  that  we  may  ex- 
amine how  far  it  may  be  capable  of  execution. 
It  is  this — 

You  perceive  what  a multitude  of  enemies  I 
have  to  encounter,  and  the  forces  they  aflemble. 
They  (till  defer  any  attack  on  me,  becaufe  per- 
haps the  feafon  is  not  fufficiently  advanced. 
This  infpires  me  with  the  wifh,  if  poffible,  to 
derange  their  proje&s,  either  on  this  fide,  or  on 
that. 

I can  effed  nothing  here,  indeed ; for,  though 
I may  drive  fome  from  their  pods,  to  a certain 
didance,  I cannot  dedroy  their  magazines*. 

This 

* The  plan  of  the  king  was  not  confined  to  the  deftru&ion 

the  enemy’s  magazines  in  upper  Silefia,  but  embraced  the 
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This  has  given  birth  to  the  plan  of  aCling  in 
upper  Silefia;  and,  if  it  be  poffible,  to  ruin 
their  magazines  at  Troppau  and  Hoff. 

Let  me  beg  you  to  tell  me  your  opinion. 
Y ou  have  fifteen  battalions ; to  thefe  I can  add 
fix  or  feven  more,  and  fome  regiments  of  horfe. 
Inform  me  what  are  your  thoughts,  for  I am 
not  minutely  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of 
the  Auftrians,  on  your  fide.  If  the  attempt  be 
practicable,  we  fhall  gain  two  or  three  months 
repofe,  on  that  fide,  which  will  be  a great  point; 
and  we  fhall  take  vengeance  for  certain  affronts, 
which  I bear  in  mind. 

Your  anfwer  will  determine  what  part  I fliali 
take,  and  this  fhould  be  done  quickly. 

Farewel,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC. 

ruin  of  all  the  magazines  which  had  been  formed  by  the  Au- 
ftrians, along  the  frontiers.  This  project  general  Knobloch, 
in  the  month  of  February,  began  to  put  in  execution,  in  Thu- 
ringia. General  Woberfnow  deftroyed  the  Ruffian  magazines 
at  Pofen,  and  along  the  Wartha  ; and  prince  Henry  very 
fmccefsfully  did  the  fame  in  Bohemia,  and  in  Franconia ; a$ 
will  be  circumftantially  feen  in  the  following  letters. 


LET- 
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LETTER  VIII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Elfchnig,  April  4,  1759. 

I HE  letter  of  your  majcfty,  dated  the 
3d  inftant,  came  fafely  to  hand. 

General  Ramin  fent  me  advice  that  he  fhould 
march  to-morrow,  the  3th,  to  Wartha,  with  five 
battalions. 

I have  written  to  colonel  Wreeden,  and  to 
lieutenant-colonel  D’O,  relative  to  the  poft  which 
the  five  battalions  are  to  occupy,  between  War- 
tha  and  Glatz,  near  Upper-Eich  and  Lower- 
Eich ; with  orders  for  them  to  throw  up  abatis, 
and  all  neceffary  intrenchments. 

To  expel  the  Auftrian  troops,  and  thofe  of 
the  Empire,  from  Franconia,  will  be  very  favour- 
able to  the  right  wing  of  your  majefty’s  army  ; 
and  I wifh  every  poflible  faccefs  to  the  attempt. 

I fuppofe  the  Auftrians  have  intentionally 
{Lengthened  themfelves  fo  much,  near  Land- 
ihut,  from  the  fear  that  your  majefty  fhould  de- 
range their  plans,  by  penetrating,  on  that  fide, 
into  Bohemia.  Could  this  be  effected  at  prefent, 
when  the  campaign  is  beginning,  all  our  follow- 
ing operations  would  be  fenfible  of  the  advantage. 

According  to  advice  from  lieutenant- colonel 

Safp, 
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Safs,  of  Brieg,  fome  Coflacks  have  been  per- 
ceived  in  the  vicinity  of  Wartenberg,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Poland.  In  other  refpe&s,  all  here 
is  in  tranquillity. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  IX. 


From  the  King . 

April  6,  1 759. 

You  anfwer  me  like  a Norman,  my 
dear  friend*.  I afk  whether  any  thing  can  be 
done,  on  your  fide ; and  you  talk  to  me  of  an 
expedition  toward  Trautenau,  where  there  is 
certainly  very  little  to  be  effe&ed. 

But,  fuppofe  I fhould  have  driven  them  from 
thofe  parts,  what  would  be  the  confequence,  and 
where  fhould  I find  provifions  ? The  country 
is  eaten  up,  and  there  is  not  at  prefent  any  fo- 
rage; therefore  how  could  the  army  exifl  ? how 
remain  without  ftraw,  oats,  hay,  and  with  every 
other  infernal  want,  among  thefe  curfed  moun- 
tains ? 

This  is  a difficulty,  by  the  folving  of  which 
you  will  give  me  pleafure. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.  1 embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 

* To  anfwer  like  a Norman,  is  to  equivocate.  T. 

LET- 
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LETTER  X. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Elfchnig,  April  6,  1759* 

The  project  which  your  majefly  was 
pleafed  to  communicate  to  me,  in  your  letter 
of  the  3d  of  this  month,  could  not  have  been 
better  conceived. 

It  was  my  duty  however  to  fend  you,  as  I 
here  do,  a circumflantial  account  of  things,  and 
iituations. 

Your  majefty  will  fee  that  the  principal  maga- 
zine is  at  Hoff;  and  that  there  are  only  fome 
Email  flores  at  Troppau,  and  Freudenthal. 

Since  the  Auflrians  have  eilabliihed  a maga- 
zine at  Hoff,  they  have  colledled  their  principal 
forces  along  the  Oppa. 

Should  any  attack  on  this  magazine  be  at- 
tempted, the  paffage  of  the  Oppa,  and  that  of 
she  Mora,  muff  firil  be  forced. 

To  execute  this,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  mafk 
Troppau,  and  Jtegemdorf;  and  to  penetrate 
with  a corps  near  Creutzendorf. 

The  firfh  march  may  be  made  toward  Leob- 
fchutz,  or  Bladen.  They  will  not  fail  to  break 
down  the  bridges  over  the  Oppa ; as  they  al- 
ready have  done  near  Jaegerndorf,  and  in  other 

parts; 
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parts;  and  to  take  pod  on  the  other  fide  of  the" 
Oppa,  on  the  heights  which  overlook  that  coun- 
try, to  difpute  our  paiTage. 

A paffage  having  been  forced,  Ja^gerndorf 
and  Troppau  mult  not  be  left  in  our  rear;  but 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  feize  on  Troppau,  and 
throw  fome  battalions  into  the  place,  to  cover  a 
retreat. 

As  fuch  an  enterprize  can  only  be  executed 
in  a fpace  of  fome  days,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that 
the  foe,  attacked  in  his  centre,  will  fall  back, 
take  pod  near  his  magazine  of  Hoff,  and  oc- 
cupy the  heights  beyond  the  Mora,  near  Spa- 
kendorf,  Heidenpultz,  and  Herzogfwalde.  This 
paffage  will  be  dill  more  difficult  to  force  than 
that  of  the  Oppa ; becaufe  of  the  fituation,  and 
the  heights  which  lie  beyond  the  Mora. 

It  mud  further  be  confidered  that  the  regi- 
ment of  Rorndsedt  mud  be  obliged  to  remain 
at  Patfchkau  ; and  that  of  Jung-Brunfwick,  at 
Neudadt ; that  a garrifon  mud  moreover  be 
left  at  Leobfchutz,  and  another  at  Troppau ; 
fo  that,  on  my  arrival  at  the  Mora,  I fhall  be 
deprived  of  fome  battalions,  whereas  the  forces 
of  the  enemy  will  be  all  united  beyond  the 
river. 

The  attempt  may  notwithdanding  be  fucceff- 
ful,  though  it  may  dill  more  eafily  fail. 


Such 
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Such  are  the  obfervations  which  it  has  pleafed 
your  majefty  to  demand  ; but,  as  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  paffes  of  the  Oppa  and  the 
Mora,  and  have  very  accurate  maps,  I fubmit 
the  decifion  of  the  whole  affair  to  you,  and  wait 
your  orders. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


E T T E R XL 
From  the  King . 

AprilB,  1759,  ’ 

I H AV  E received  your  anfwer,  my  dear 
general,  and  allow  the  expedition  to  be  difficult 
and  uncertain.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I find 
it  to  be  fo  neceffary  as  not  to  be  neglected.  It 
muff  be  undertaken,  that  we  may  not  fuffer  th® 
halter  to  be  thrown  over  our  necks. 

I will  furnifli  you  with  five  battalions,  and  the 
neceffary  artillery,  as  well  as  with  pontons.  You 
muff  explain  to  Wendeffen  whatever  is  requifite. 
The  regiments  of  Bornfbedt,  of  Mofel,  and  of 
Brunfwick,  and  all  the  bead-roll,  muft  be  taken 
with  you.  I have  five  regiments  of  horfe  ready; 
but  they  mufl  only  be  employed  in  the  paffagc 
of  the  Oppa,  and  for  the  blockade  of  Troppau 
vol.  xiii,  I and 
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and  Ja;gerndorf,  and  mull  not  be  led  toward 
the  Mora,  where  they  can  be  of  no  fervice. 

Trefkow  may  alfo  aid  in  the  expedition ; 
efpecialiy  as  it  will  ferve  to  cover  his  fortrefs. 

As  foon  as  I fhall  have  received  an  anfwer 
from  Wendeffen,  I will  fet  all  in  motion ; and, 
when  your  corps  fhall  be  affembled,  you  will 
only  have  immediately  to  aft  ; for,  I have  fur- 
ther to  tell  you  that,  when  the  affair  is  over,  I 
fhall  withdraw  the  regiments  which  I "fend  you, 
and  likewife  the  artillery,  which  I do  but  lend, 
that  I may  perform  the  fame  fervice  on  Nachod. 

You  have  about  twenty  thoufand  men  in  face 
of  you,  and  we  have  nearly  the  fame  number. 
Should  we  drive  away  thefe  gentry  and  their 
dragoons,  and  fhould  we  feize  on  their  pro- 
vifions,  Daun  will  be  obliged  to  new  model  his 
whole  plan.  This  is  the  thing  we  wifh  ; and 
then,  let  him  turn  on  what  fide  he  will,  I fhall 
be  able  to  follow  him  ; which  I could  not  do  at 
prefent,  unlefs  I wifh  to  abandon  all  Silefia. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Make  all  your  ar- 
rangements, let  me  have  a quick  anfwer,  and  I 
on  my  part  will  in  like  manner  aid  you,  with  the 
utmofl  vigilance. 

I embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Elfchnig,  April  9,  1759. 

Captain  Wendeffen  has  fent  me  your 
majefty’s  orders,  relative  to  the  expedition  of 
Hoff. 

Thefe  orders,  fire,  fhall  be  followed. 

As  however  there  are  two  rivers  to  pafs,  that 
is  to  fay  the  Oppa  and  the  Mora ; and  as,  while 
we  throw  bridges  over  them,  bodies  of  the  ene- 
my will  infallibly  take  pofh  on  the  other  fide,  to 
difpute  our  paffage;  your  majefty  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  remember  that,  there  being  fo  many 
impediments  to  the  paffage  of  the  Oppa,  for  the 
reafons  alleged  in  my  preceding  letter,  it  will 
be  almofl  an  impoflibility  to  penetrate  as  far  as 
Hoff ; which,  however,  is  the  thing  effential. 

Should  thefe  impediments  occafion  the  enter- 
prize  to  fail,  and  fhould  the  corps  be  obliged  to 
retreat,  very  difagreeable  confequences  may  re- 
fult,  and  fuch  as  mayaffedt  the  whole  campaign. 

Bread  for  nine  days,  and  forage  for  three,  may 
be  taken. 

But,  as  the  provifions  are  confumed  from 
Auftria  to  Hoff,  and  as  there  are  few  beads  of 
burthen  in  this  country,  it  will  be  afterward 
I 2 difficult 
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difficult  to  procure  the  neceffary  forage  for  the 
corps. 


L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XIII. 

From  tht  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  io,  1759* 

I SEND  you  fixteen  cannon*  eighteen 
pontons*  four  battalions,  and  four  regiments  of 
cavalry  ; which  will  all  be  at  Neifs  on  the  13th, 
and  will  join  you  on  the  15th,  at  thedateff. 

I have  fent  orders  to  Trefkow*  to  fupply  you 
with  fix  howitzers ; and*  if  you  wiffi  to  have 
them*  with  fome  mortars. 

I recoiled  with  you  the  obftacles  which  you 
will  have  to  encounter ; but  chance  will  deter- 
mine on  the  good  or  ill  fortune  of  the  enterprize, 
and  I am  forced  from  circumftances  to  yield  to 
many  things  to  which*  in  different  times*  I 
fhould  have  great  repugnance. 

The  attempt  muff  be  made.  Should  it  fuc- 
ceed  only  in  part,  it  will  ftill  be  an  advantage 
to  have  deranged  the  plans  of  the  enemy  ; and, 
fhould  it  be  entirely  fuccefsful,  it  will  be  admir- 
able. 

I form  no  hopes*  and  peaceably  wait  for  chance 
7 to 
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to  decide  the  affair,  well  convinced  you  will  ne- 
glect nothing,  and  that,  fhould  it  be  unfuccefs- 
ful,  it  will  not  be  your  fault.  Grand  and  Bil- 
low go  with  this  corps.  You  will  take  care  to 
call  in  the  regiments  of  Bornfta^dt  and  of  Mofel. 

I mu  ft  repeat  that,  fhould  you  be  fortunate, 
when  the  expedition  is  ended  I (hall  immedi- 
ately fend  for  the  cavalry,  the  four  battalions  of 
Biilow,  and  the  fix  cannon  ; becaufe  I then  pro- 
pofe  to  make  a fimilar  attempt  on  Nachod,  and 
Braunau,  that  I may  free  the  whole  frontiers  of 
Silefia  of  corps  fo  well  ftationed  to  make  at- 
tempts ; fo  that,  fhould  the  whole  fucceed,  I 
may  then  undoubtedly  turn,  with  my  army, 
either  to  face  the  Ruffians  or  march  to  meet 
Leopoidus  *.  You  will  thus  comprehend  the 
neceffity  I am  under  of  acting  with  rifle ; and 
that  otherwife  I muft  fink,  and  be  ruined,  before 
the  campaign  will  be  half  over. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I with  you  all  pro- 
sperity, and  am  wholly  yours. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  Daun  means  to  aft  at  the  beginning  of 
May,  and  we  ftill  have  twenty  days;  if  we  em- 
ploy this  time  well,  we  (hall  fweep  the  whole 
frontiers. 

* Marfhal  Daun.  T. 

13 
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LETTER  XIV. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

Elfchnig,  April  1 1 , 1 759. 

So  be  it,  fire,  fince  it  is  your  will.  Fear 
not  but  we  will  undertake  with  courage,  with- 
out even  hoping  to  fucceed. 

Your  majefty  at  firft  intended  to  have  Tent  me 
feven  battalions,  afterward  five,  and  now  only 
four.  Our  infantry  certainly  will  not  be  too 
numerous. 

The  following  is  an  abridgment  of  my  plan — • 

To  leave  a battalion,  with  a fquadron  of  the 
Seidlitz  hollars,  at  Neuftadt,  where  I have  fome 
hour  and  forage;  and  another,  with  a fimilar 
fquadron,  at  Leobfchiitz,  where  I intend,  in 
cafe  of  need,  to  convoy  oats  fufficient  for  three 
days  confumption  for  the  whole  corps. 

Lieutenant-general  Seidlitz,  with  his  cavalry, 
two  or  three  battalions,  and  two  fquadrons  of 
huffars,  wilL  conduit  the  enterprize  from  Trop- 
pau. 

The  van-guard  will  be  committed  to  lieute- 
nant-general Trefkow,  and  will  confift  of  fix 
battalions,  fix  fquadrons  of  the  Werner  huffars, 
and  fix  fquadrons  of  the  Bayreuth  dragoons. 

I fliall 
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I fliall  head  the  remainder  of  the  corps,  and 
march  under  the  aufpices  of  fortune. 

The  expedition  over,  (we  fliall  be  as  fpeedy 
in  our  return  as  in  our  attack. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XV. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Landfhut,  April  12,  1 759- 

I HAVE  fent  you  all  I was  able  to  fend. 
You  will  have  two  battalions  from  Neifs,  two 
from  Bornfttedt,  and  the  four  which  I have  fent. 
My  detachment  of  Glatz  has  weakened  me  fo 
much  that  I cannot,  with  prudence,  fend  you 
more.  I have  a large  body  here  to  face ; and, 
in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  I have  advanced 
thus  far  with  all  my  men,  where  I fliall  tran- 
quilly wait  for  news  from  you.  Should  it  be 
good,  as  I wifli  and  hope,  I may  afterward,  with 
your  aid,  clear  this  frontier  : but,  fliould  it  fuc- 
ceed  only  in  part,  I fliall  be  obliged  to  take  my 
meafures  accordingly. 

Prince  Ferdinand  continues  to  make  a pro- 
grefs  on  his  fide.  Should  therefore  every  thing 
profper,  we  fliall  have  our  arms  at  liberty,  for 
I 4 th£ 
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the  opening  of  the  campaign,  when  affairs  will 
become  more  difficult,  and  more  ferious. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.  I embrace  you  with 
all  my  heart,  and  wifh  you  every  felicity  ; not 
without  a hope  of  foon  hearing  good  news  from 
you. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  XVI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Elfchnig,  April  15,  1759* 

I HAVE  this  evening  affembled  the  corps 
of  this  country,  intending  to  begin  my  march 
to-morrow*,  the  16th,  on  the  expedition  which  it 
has  pleafed  your  majefty  to  commit  to  me.  Not 
having  any  howitzers,  I have  fent  to  Neifs  for 
two  fifty-pound  mortars. 

The  Auflrians  have  paffed  the  river,  with 
fome  battalions,  and  have  occupied  Bleifchwitz, 
Peterwitz,  and  various  other  villages,  on  the 
©liter  fide  of  the  Oppa. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XVII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Land  (hut,  April  1 6,  1759. 

Our  enemies  do  not  in  the  lead  expedt 
what  is  foon  to  happen.  I infpire  them  with 
every  fear  I am  able  to  infpire. 

The  regiments  which  marched  toward  upper 
Silefia  have  returned  to  Koenigfgrstz ; in  a 
word,  I fecond  you  with  all  my  power. 

My  brother  Henry  fhould  this  day  enter  Bo- 
hemia to  commit  ravages  there.  I hold  the 
main  army  in  fufpenfe;  and,  I flatter  tnyfelf 
that  your  talents,  added  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
foe,  will  be  productive  of  the  mod  fplendid  fuc- 
ccfs. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  XVIII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Troppau,  April  17,  1759. 

The  whole  corps  has  this  day  pafled 
the  Oppa,  at  Kreutzendgrf  and  at  Dirfchkowitz, 

and 
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and  the  cavalry  has  endeavoured  to  block  up 
Troppau. 

Companies  of  ulans  and  pandours,  that  occa- 
fionally  made  their  appearance,  have  not  offered 
any  refiftance. 

The  garrifon  of  Troppau,  compofed  of  three 
battalions  of  Hungarian  infantry  and  pandours, 
fled  toward  Grastz  two  hours  before  we  arrived, 
not  having  heard  the  intelligence  fooner. 

The  cavalry  of  our  van- guard  came  up  with 
it ; but,  as  the  infantry  was  not  able  to  follow 
foon  enough,  only  two  captains,  two  lieutenants, 
and  two  hundred  and  eleven  foldiers,  have  been 
made  prifoners.  Many  have  been  killed,  with- 
out any  lofs  on  our  part. 

The  corps  will  to-morrow  continue  its  march, 
and  we  (hall  ufe  our  utmoft  efforts  to  render 
ourfelves  mailers  of  the  magazine. 

Lieutenant-general  Seidlitz  is  to  remain  here, 
with  the  cavalry. 

The  enemy,  having  retired  on  all  fide?,  will, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  take  pod  on  the  heights 
beyond  the  Mora  ; where  to  attack  him  will  be 
impoffible,  as  your  majefly  knows. 

Should  that  happen,  I fhall  be  obliged  to  re- 
turn for  want  of  provifions ; for  we  found  no 
magazine  here,  and  the  corps  has  forage  only 
for  three  days. 


L,  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER  XIX.  ' 

From  the  King . 

Landfliut,  April  20,  1759^ 

I RECEIVED  your  account,  dated  the 
17th  of  this  month,  and  was  highly  pleafed  to 
learn  that  your  expedition  has  thus  far  been  fuc- 
cefsful.  I am  only  vexed  that  you  have  not 
yet  found  any  magazine. 

I am  however  certain  there  are  confiderable 
ftores  at  Jsegerndorf;  for  this  place  has  kept  a 
neutrality.  Thefe  you  may  take  and  fend  to 
Neifs,  that  you  may  at  leaft  profit  by  fomething, 
if  more  fhould  not  be  permitted  you. 

Could  you  but  drive  the  enemy  among  the 
mountains,  you  might  now  and  then  find  op* 
portunities  to  take  prifoners. 

I here  inclofe  a Ihort  extraft  of  the  favoura- 
ble expedition  of  my  brother  Henry,  into  Bo- 
hemia. 

I am  your  affe&ionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  Should  it  pleafe  Heaven  to  make  your 
opponents  guilty  of  fome  miftakes,  by  thefe  per- 
haps you  may  profit. 


A brief 
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A brief  Narrative  of  the  Expedition  of  Prince 
Henry  of  Pruffta  into  Bohemia. 

From  Linay,  April  17,  1759. 

ON  the  15th,  the  prince  arrived  at  the  camp 
of  Hellendorf.  The  heights  on  the  back  of 
Peterfwald  were  occupied  by  a thoufana  pan- 
dours,  and  Hungarian  infantry,  who  were  polled 
behind  a considerable  abatis. 

After  they  had  been  repulfed  by  the  free  bat- 
talions, a part  of  our  van-guard  arrived,  on  the 
fame  evening,  at  Aufiig,  and  the  remainder  at 
Toeplitz  ; and  the  dour  and  forage  there  colleht- 
ed,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned,  were  de- 
stroyed. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  PrufTians  marched  toLipay, 
and  feized  on  the  magazines  of  Lowofitz  and 
Leqtmeritz,  where  they  found  much  dour.  They 
burnt  all  the  boats  on  the  Elbe,  and  the  corps 
pudied  forward,  to  feize  on  the  Stores  which  the 
enemy  had  left  at  Budyn.  , 

General  Hiilfen,  according  to  a previous  plan, 
marched  on  the  15th  for  Bafberg.  The  enemy 
was  turned  by  our  cavalry,  which  paded  through 
Brefnitz.  The  two  Auftrian  regiments  of  And- 
lau  and  Koenigfek  widied  to  maintain  their  pods; 
but  lieutenant-colonel  Belling,  and v the  regi- 
ments of  the  corps,  fell  upon  the  pandours ; 
and  general  Renard,  fifty  officers,  and  two  thou- 
* fand 
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fand  men  were  made  prifoners.  Two  ftandards 
were  taken,  two  pair  of  colours,  and  three  can- 
non. The  whole  of  our  killed  and  wounded 
amounted  to  fixty-fix  men.  The  enemy  behds 
left  two  hundred  dead  on  the  place. 

Major-general  Afcherfleben  feized  on  the 
magazine  of  Saatz ; fo  that,  fumming  up  the 
whole  of  what  we  have  taken,  in  forage  and 
flour,  we  may  from  this  form  a confiderable  ma- 
gazine. 

We  have  this  moment  learnt  that  a large  ma- 
gazine of  oats  has  been  found  at  Libochowirz, 
where  fourteen  prifoners  have  been  made,  of  the 
regiment  of  Schmertzing. 

W e have  burnt  all  the  bridges  over  the  Eger, 
and  deftroyed  all  the  magazines  on  the  banks  @f 
that  river.  We  have  this  inflant  been  informed 
that  a thoufand  tons  of  flour  have  been  found  at 
Worwizfchan. 


LETTER  XX. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Kunzendorf,  April  18,  17 

To  continue  my  narrative  of  yefterday,  I 
muff  inform  your  majefty  that  the  corps  this  day 

arrived. 
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arrived,  without  impediment,  at  Hartau,  near 
the  Mora,  where  the  bridge  was  broken  down. 

The  enemy,  as  I had  fuppofed,  had  taken  poll 
on  the  heights  beyond  the  river,  between  Hertz- 
ogfwalde  and  Heidenpiltfch. 

Having  pafied  the  Mora,  to  reconnoitre  the 
fituation  of  the  Auftrians,  I found  them  ranged 
in  two  lines,  between  which  a third  projected. 
The  cavalry  covered  the  wings, 

I examined  whether  they  might  not  be  taken 
in  flank,  on  the  road  of  Bautfch ; but  neither 
could  this  project  be  executed,  becaufe  of  the 
heights  and  ravines  which  interfed  the  country. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  deferters,  ge- 
neral de  Ville  in  perfon  defends  the  paflage  of 
Bautfch  with  a body  of  men  ; a third  corps  is 
polled  in  the  woods,  on  our  right,  near  Spaken- 
dorf;  and  the  bridges  are  broken  down,  and 
abatis  thrown  up. 

Unable  to  make  any  attempt  here,  and  hav- 
ing forage  only  for  two  days,  I fhall  to-morrow 
begin  my  retreat. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET* 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXL 

From  the  King. 

Landfliut,  April  20,  1 759. 

Yo  U R account  of  the  1 8th  is  in  like 
manner  fatisfadtory.  You  informed  me  you 
were  not  able  to  drive  the  enemy  further  than 
the  banks  of  the  Mora.  Perhaps  he  will  be 
daring  enough  to  follow  you,  when  you  begin 
your  march  ; in  which  cafe  you  may  find  fome 
opportunity  to  play  him  a trick,  fuch  as  may  be 
equal  to  every  thing  we  wi(h. 

I am  your  very  affectionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  All  things  cannot  fucceed  as  we  could 
defire,  my  friend.  Fortune  however  muff  be 
attacked.  She  is  fometimes  favourable  when 
we  expedt  it  the  lead ; and  at  others  the  fantaf- 
tical  huffy  leaves  us  in  the  lurch,  after  enticing 
us  by  her  coquettifh  antics. 


LETTER  XXIL 
From  General  Fo uquet* 

SIRE,  Troppau,  April  20,  i 759- 

It  being  impoffible  for  me  to  attack  the 
Auflrians,  in  their  poll  beyond  the  Mora,  as  I 
2 ' have 
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have  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  majefty,  I 
yefterday  with  my  corps  retreated  to  this  place. 
The  AuftrianS  began  their  march  at  the  fame 
time  that  I began  mine.  I faw  them  proceed,  in 
two  columns,  toward  Hoff ; there,  no  doubt,  with 
a-n  intention  better  to  cover  their  magazine. 

According  to  the  account  of  the  deferters, 
general  Marfchal  arrived  at  their  camp  the  day 
before  yefterday,  in  the  afternoon,  and  took  the 
command  of  the  corps. 

The  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  the  four  bat- 
talions of  Miinchow  and  Lindftasdt,  and  in  like 
manner  the  eight  pontons  and  the  half  of  the 
heavy,  artillery,  which  it  pleafed  your  majefty 
to  fend  me,  left  this  place  yefterday,  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant-general  Seidlitz,  to  re- 
pair to  your  majefty’s  army.  To-day  they  will 
arrive  at  Leobfchiitz,  and  to-morrow  at  Ziiltz. 

I Suffer  my  men  to  reft  here  to-day,  but  I fhall 
be  obliged  to  continue  my  march  to-morrow,  for 
want  of  provisions. 

The  remainder  of  the  heavy  artillery,  which 
appertains  to  your  majefty ’s  army,  I will  fend 
to-morrow  to  lieutenant-general  Seidlitz. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


L E T- 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Prom  General  FouqueU 

SIRE,  Leobfchiitz,  April  21,  1759^ 

O N my  arrival  here,  I received  your  ma- 
jelly’s  letter,  dated  yefierday. 

I congratulate  you,  fire*  on  the  excellent 
plan  which  prince  Henry  has  accomplilhed,  in 
Bohemia;  and  am  mortified  that  I could  not 
find  the  means  to  execute  the- principal  projed, 
and  ruin  fome  magazines. 

On  my  march  from  Leobfchiitz  to  Troppau, 
l detached  a party  of  three  hundred  men  to 
Jsegerndorf,  where  they  found  no  magazine  ; 
and  only  could  deftro.y  and  ruin  the  caufeways, 
and  pallifadoes ; this  has  in  like  manner  been 
done  at  Troppad. 

At  the  latter  place  I found  only  forty  tons  of 
flour,  of  which  bread  was  immediately  made. 

While  the  corps  under  prince  Henry  had  the 
good  fortune  to  take  feveral  magazines,  we  have 
been  obliged  to  retreat,  for  want  of  provifions. 
Could  we  have  remedied  this  defed,  we  Ihould 
(till  have  been  on  the  banks  of  the  Mora. 

We  had  not  a grain  of  forage  left,  when  we 
arrived  at  Leobfchiitz. 

von.  xiii,  K The 
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The  whole  amount  of  our  prifoners  is  two 
captains,  three  lieutenants,  and  two  hundred 
and  fixty-one  private  men.  Our  lofs  is  only 
two  men  killed,  and  ten  wounded. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XXIV. 

From  the  King . 

Landlhut*  April  22,  1759 
I T is  necefiary,  my  dear  general,  to  in- 
form you  what  is  our  prefent  fituation. 

My  brother  Henry  has  driven  all  the  enemies 
he  could  meet  with  before  him,  and  has  taken 
the  principal  magazines  of  the  Andrians ; &c. 

This  has  fo  much  deranged  the  plans  of  the 
pope-blefled  general*  that  he  has  detached 
Harfch,  with  fixteen  battalions,  toward  Leut- 
meritz. 

My  brother  at  prefent  is  on  his  march,  to 
come  up  with  the  troops  of  the  circles,  toward 
Bamberg;  and,  though  my  pofition  will  not  al- 

* In  the  month  of  January,  1759?  general  count  Daun 
received,  from  pope  Clement  XIII.  a confeCrated  cap  and 
fword.  This  is  the  reafon  why  the  epithets  pope-bleffed,  the 
man  with  the  papal  toka,  and  the  fandtified  animal  ( creature 
Unite)  are  fo  often  bellowed  upon  him,  by  the  king,  in  his 
letters. 


low 


correspondence.  131 

low  me  to  do  much,  yet,  all  things  confidered, 
I intend  to  make  an  excurfion,  and  drive  the 
Auftrians  from  Nachod  and  Braunau. 

Let  me  beg  you  to  tell  me  what  is  your  opi- 
nion ; for,  lhould  you  think  with  me,  you  muft 
fecond  my  enterprife,  in  which  I can  principally 
employ  none  but  you* 

Send  me  a quick  anfvver.  Adieu,  my  dear 
general. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  XXV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Leobfchtitz,  April  23,  1759. 

Th  E gracious  letter  of  your  majefty, 
dated  the  2 2d  inftant,  informs  me  of  your  in- 
tention to  drive  the  Auftrians  from  the  vicinity 
of  Nachod  and  Braunau,  and  commands  me  to 
tell  you  my  opinion. 

According  to  intelligence  given  by  lieute- 
nant-colonel D’O,  the  Auftrians  muft  have  about 
twelve  thoufand  men,  in  the  environs  of  Brau- 
nau. 

1 therefore  think  that,  could  y#ur  majefty 
march  from  Landlhut  for  Friedland  and  Brau- 
K 2 


nau 
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nau,  by  making  the  roads  which  lead  from 
Trautenau,  Starckfladt,  and  Politz,  protedl  your 
flanks,  it  would  be  poffible  to  take  this  corps, 
fhould  I at  the  fame  time  march  toward  Brau- 
nau,  through  Wunfchelburg,  to  attack  it  on 
that  fide;  for  the  only  roads  the  enemy  can 
take  will  be.  thofe  which  go  from  Wernerfdorf, 
and  Ditter {bach,  to  Starckfladt ; and  from 
Weckerfdorf  to  Politz. 

This  done,  your  majefty  may,  if  you  pleafe, 
proceed  through  Politz,  or  Starckfladt,  toward 
Nachod  ; wrhile  I march  through  Reinerts  and 
Levin;  or  I may  retreat,  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  and  as  your  majefty  (hall  think  proper. 

This  will  all  depend  on  the  orders  your  ma- 
jefty fhall  iffue;  and  we  have  only  to  regulate 
the  days  of  march,  to  advance  at  the  fame  time 
on  both  fides,  and  attack  the  corps  of  Braunau. 

According  to  the  advice  I have  received, 
which  all  the  deferters  have  confirmed,  the 
corps  of  De  Ville  confifts  of  thirty-feven  bat- 
talions, fix  regiments  of  dragoons,  one  of  huf- 
fars,  three  thoufand  pandours,  and  two  pulks  of 
ulans,  amounting  to  thirty  thoufand  men. 

This  whole  corps,  > the  day  before  yeflerday, 
was  Bill  in  face  of  PIofF,  at  their  camp  near 
Maywalde.  Since  yeflerday  afternoon  their 
light  troops  and  dragoons  have  all  pufhed  for- 
ward. 
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ward,  burrowed  into  the  woods  that  lie  between 
here  and  J<egerndorf,  and  have  proceeded  as 
far  as  Zuckmantel. 

I return  the  regiments  of  Munchow  and  Land- 
ftsedt  to  your  majefty  ; that  of  Mofel  is  marched 
back  to  Neifs;  fo  that,  with  the  garrifon  of  Neu- 
ftadt,  I now  have  feventeen  battalions,  and  the 
free  battalion  of  Liideritz. 

Should  your  majefty  command  me  to  march, 
I muft  abandon  thefe  parts;  leaving  only  two 
battalions,  with  a fquadron  of  huflars,  at  Patfch- 
kau.  On  my  march  to  Wunfchelburg,  I may 
ftation  three  battalions  at  Schwedelfdorf,  or 
Reinerts,  to  occupy  that  pafs.  With  the 
twelve  remaining  battalions,  I may,  in  five 
days  march,  arrive  at  Wunfchelburg.  Should 
the  roads  be  bad,  fix  will  be  neceftary,  and  two 
days  reft,  which  will  amount  to  eight. 

Difpofe,  fire,  of  your  moft  humble,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

P.  S.  Of  the  ten  new  cannon,  which  your 
majefty  intended  for  me,  I have  received  only 
fix;  and  my  letters  from  Brefiau  inform  me 
that  the  other  four  have  been  fent  to  your 
majefty. 
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LETTER  XXVL 
From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Landfliut,  April  25,  1759, 

I HAVE  received  your  anfwer;  but  af- 
fairs have  changed  fince  I wrote  to  you;  for 
Beck,  who  was  at  Bergitz  and  Braunau,  has 
marched  in  hafte  with  his  corps  toward  Prague; 
fo  that  there  are  very  few  troops  in  this  vicinity. 

Should  we  however  turn  Braunau,  Politz, 
and  Nachod,  we  (hall  oblige  Laudohn  to  make 
great  marches,  and  perhaps  fhall  force  him  to 
retreat ; after  which,  we  may  if  we  pleafe  return. 
If  you  bring  me  three  battalions,  two  of  Mofel 
and  one  more,  thefe  will  be  fuflicient. 

I have  four  battalions  at  Franckenftein,  and 
four  at  Wartha,  Arnheim  and  Glatz  ; * thefe, 
with  Le  Noble,  are  all  that  are  neceflary. 

The  regiment  of  Wurtemberg  dragoons,  and 
five  fquadrons  of  Ncehring,  may  join  you.  It 
will  at  prefent  be  impoffible  to  march  on  the 
roads  of  Gerfdorf,  and  Tannhaufen;  but  they 
will  be  in  better  order,  in  feven  or  eight  days. 

I am  of  opinion  that,  (hould  you  then  fend 
two  battalions  againft  Braunau,  while  we  fhall 
come  through  St.  John,  thefe  will  be  fufficient 
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to  repulfe  a fwarm  of  pandours,  and  that  you 
may  march  immediately  for  Nachod.  Thofe 
of  Braunau  may  then  turn  the  poft  of  Bergitz, 
and  proceed  as  far  as  Politz ; by  which  we  fhall 
procure  prifoners,  and  draw  the  enemy’s  atten- 
tion on  this  fide,  while  my  brother  may  beat  the 
army  of  the  empire. 

Magazines,  of  every  kind  have  been  taken 
and  deftroyed,  in  Bohemia,  fufficient  to  fupply 
an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men  feven  months, 

Trefkow  may  take  the  command,  during  your 
abfence  ; and,  the  expedition  over,  we  will  re- 
main tranquil,  and  wait  for  events. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  Your  artillery  ought  to  confifl  of  thirty 
twelve  pounders,  and  two  howitzers ; and  there 
are  ten  more  howitzers  at  Glatz.  Let  fome  of 
thefe  be  tranfported  to  Neifs,  that  they  may 
be  ready  for  you,  fhould  you  have  occafion  for 
them. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Leyber,  April  28,  1759, 

The  whole  corps  of  general  de  Ville 
having  yederday  advanced  beyond  Bladen,  I 
found  it  impoflible  for  me  to  fecure  the  necef- 
fary  convoys  from  Cofel,  and  was  obliged  to 
repafs  the  Hotzenplotz,  and  to  take  pod  with 
my  corps  in  the  vicinage  of  Neudadt,  that  I 
might  continue  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
enemy ; efpecially  after  having  detached  four 
regiments  of  horfe,  and  two  of  foot,  to  your 
majefty’s  army,  the  regiment  of  Mofel  to  Neifs, 
and  the  free  battalion  of  Liideritz  to  Polni- 
fchwetta. 

The  corps  of  De  Ville  has  hitherto  confided 
of  thirty-feven  battalions ; but,  according  to  the 
eport  of  fome  deferters,  he  has  been  reinforced 
by  fix  battalions  from  the  garrifon  of  Ollmutz. 
This  however  is  what  I cannot  certainly  affirm. 

I am,  &c, 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


L E T- 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  April  25,  1759. 

I LEARN,  from  yours  of  the  25th,  that 
the  corps^of  De  Ville  is  advanced  ; you  have 
therefore  aefted  very  properly  in  retiring  to  Neu- 
ftadt.  According  to  all  appearances,  we  fhall 
find  fomething  to  do  on  that  fide.  I hold  it  my 
duty  at  leaft  to  attempt  whatever  is  poffible ; 
and,  though  we  cannot  forefee  how  far  we  may 
be  fuccefsful,  we  muft  at  leaft  try  our  fortune. 

I will  therefore  tell  you  what  is  my  purpofe. 

Befide  the  four  battalions  which  are  with  you, 
I will  join  you  with  fix  more  battalions,  to  which 
fhall  further  be  added  the  two  battalions  of  Neifs. 
We  will  afterward  fall  on  thefe  Auftrians,  in  the 
hope  of  being  fuccefsful,  and,  at  leaft,  drive 
them  back  to  their  mountains. 

On  the  29th  of  this  month,  thefe  forces  may 
all  be  aflembled  at  Neifs ; and  I will  join  you 
on  the  30th.  I believe  you  have  fome  pontons 
remaining ; you  have  therefore  only  to  make 
your  arrangements,  with  refped  to  the  roads, 
and  to  know  in  what  manner,  and  in  how  many 
columns,  we  may  march  immediately  to  Bladen, 
where  the  enemy  is  polled.  You  have,  no  doubt, 

fome 
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fome  fmall  map  of  this  ground,  which  you  fa 
long  have  occupied. 

The  plan  I propofed  here  to  have  executed 
could  not  have  been  very  fuccefsfuj ; for  which 
reafon  we  muft  make  an  attempt  on  your  fide. 

I am  your  aflfe&ionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 

LETTER  XXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Leuber,  April  26,  1759. 

The  letter  of  your  majefty,  dated  the 
25th  inftant,  has  been  delivered  into  my  own 
hands ; and  I wait  the  final  commands  of  your 
majefty,  on  this  fubjed. 

We  yefterday  pafled  the  Hotzenplotz,  with- 
out meeting  any  difturbance  from  the  Auftrian 
parties ; but  about  five  in  the  evening,  major 
Rofenbufch,  having  under  his  command  two 
fquadrons  of  huftars,  was  attacked  in  the  village 
of  Deutfch-Raflelwitz,  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hotzenplotz,  which  I had  pafted,  by  a corps 
of  eight  hundred  ulans,  who  put  him  to  the 
rout. 

We  immediately  fent  a fuccour  of  two  other 
fquadrons,  that  entirely  repulfed  this  detachment 
2 of 
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of  the  enemy,  and  once  more  feized  on  Deutfch- 
Raffelwitz.  Of  the  two  firft  fquadrons  however 
are  miffing  major  Rofenbufch,  captain  Panne- 
witz,  lieutenant  Winter,  and  eighty-fix  hufiars, 
who  probably  are  made  prifoners. 

The  corps  of  general  de  Ville  is  polled,  ac- 
cording to  the  intelligence  of  to-day,  beyond 
Bladen ; and  his  light  troops  extend  from  this 
place  to  Meydelberg,  along  the  mountains. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XXX. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  Landfhut,  April  26,  1759. 

I ANSWER  your  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
llant,  and  inform  you  that  you  ought  at  prefent 
to  give  every  demonllration  of  intending  to  re- 
treat Hill  further.  By  this  means  we  fhall  have 
leifure  to  deceive  the  enemy  more  certainly ; 
and,  if  poffible,  to  beat  him  in  the  manner  we 
could  wifh. 

To-morrow  at  noon  I fhall  be  at  Neifs ; you 
may  therefore  inform  me,  after  my  arrival,  pf 
all  that  pafles. 

I am  your  aflfedlionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 
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P.  S.  I muft,  coft  what  it  will,  difencumbcr 
myfelf  of  one  corps  of  the  enemy.  The  opera- 
tions of  my  brother  have  put  Daun  on  the  de- 
fenfive  : I therefore  profit  by  the  moment  to 
fall  on  De  Ville.  Could  we  but  come  up  with 
him,  before  he  could  gain  information,  his  lofs 
muft  be  fevere. 

Adieu,  my-dear  general.  To-morrow  at  noon 
I fhall  be  at  Neifs. 


LETTER  XXXI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Leuber,  April  27,  1759, 

The  corps  under  De  Ville  yefterday  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  environs  of  Meydelberg, 
having  fent  forward  the  light  troops,  beyond  the 
mountains  and  woods  which  lie  before  Neufladt. 

The  care  this  general  takes,  to  conceal  his 
manoeuvres,  induces  me  to  fuppofe  his  foie  in- 
tention is  to  cover  his  march,  that  he  may  glide 
behind  the  hills  with  his  corps,  and  endeavour 
to  feparate  me,  or  cut  off  my  communication 
with  Neifs,  whence  I draw  my  fubfiftence. 

I believe  this  opinion  to  be  the  better  found- 
ed becaufe  no  patroles  have  made  their  appear- 
ance on  his  right,  in  the  plains  toward  Glogau. 

1 Tke 
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The  incertitude  of  his  proceedings  induces 
me  to  feek  a convenient  camp,  for  which  I (hall 
march  to-morrow,  and  which  will  be  fomewhere 
near  Heydau  and  Deutfch-Kamnitz,  a mile  from 
Neifs. 

1 am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

P.  S.  While  concluding  my  letter  I received 
that  from  your  majefty,  fent  by  captain  Wen- 
deffen.  I have  no  pontons  here,  becaufe  I re- 
turned them,  with  the  cannon,  under  the  care 
©f  lieutenant-general  Seidiitz. 


LETTER  XXXIL 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Deutfch-Kamnitz,  April  28,  1759- 

The  corps,  having  yefterday  arrived 
here,  took  polfeffion  of  its  camp,  between  this 
place  and  Heydau. 

The  infantry  was  on  the  ground  when  the 
rear-guard,  under  the  command  of  general  Wer- 
ner, was  attacked  by  four  regiments  of  dragoons, 
uians,  and  huffars ; but  they  were  immediately 
repulfed,  and  purfued,  by  Ditterfdorf,  without 
any  lofs  being  buffered  on  our  part. 

I yefterday  got  poffeffion  of  a letter  of  general 

de 
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de  Ville,  dated  at  Liebenthal,  behind  Meydel- 
berg. 

As  he  has  to-day  detached  much  of  his  cavalry 
to  follow  us,  I prefume  he  means  himfelf  to  con- 
tinue  advancing. 

So  much  the  better.  I hope  he  will  dance  the 
cotillon ; two  or  three  fteps  forward,  and  five 
or  fix  back. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XXXIII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Deutfeh-Kamnitz,  April  29,  1 75*9- 

According  to  your  majefty’s  orders, 
I have  formed  the  plan  I here  fend  for  the  march 
of  the  army,  in  three  columns.  I have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  roads,  except  of  that  which  I have 
taken  in  my  laft  march. 

I have  made  ufe  of  the  map  which  your  ma* 
jelly  caufed  to  be  drawn  of  thefe  environs,  and 
which  you  no  doubt  have  at  Neifs. 

The  patroles,  who  advanced  as  far  as  Schnel- 
lendorf,  did  not  meet  with  any  foe ; for  which 
reafon  I fuppofe  general  de  Ville  is  ftill  in  his 
camp,  near  Meydelberg. 


I am 
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I am  in  expectation  of  intelligence  to-day,, 
and  (hall  immediately  snake  my  report  to  your 
majefty. 

Under  the  pretence  of  fpeaking  to  the  offi- 
cers of  huflars,  who  are  made  prifoners,  I have 
fent  a trumpet  to  the  enemy  near  Neuftadt ; 
when  the  meflenger  fhall  have  returned,  we  fhall 
be  informed  of  what  he  has  difcovered,  and 
of  what  is  paffing. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Deutfch-Kamnitz,  April  29,  1759 

According  to  the  report  of  the  pa- 

troles,  and  other  intelligence,  general  de  Ville 
has  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  Neuftadt. 
His  camp  is  fituated  near  Capellenberg,  and 
he  has  feized  on  the  villages  of  Lindewiefe,Grey- 
fau,  and  Dittmanfdorf,  between  here  and  Neu- 
ftadt. His  horfe  patrole  is  polled  in  the  foreft 
of  Opperfdorf,  oppofite  to  ours. 

I am.  See. 


L.  M.  FOUQUET, 
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LETTER  XXXV. 

From  the  King . 


I AM  this  moment  arrived,  and  have  re- 


ceived three  of  your  lettersi  1 am  entirely  of 
your  opinion  that,  fhould  M.  de  Ville  but  ad- 
vance a little  further,  he  will  be  obliged  to  take 
prodigious  leaps. 

My  regiments  are  not  yet  all  come  up.  1 
think  however  it  will  be  necdTary  to  march  to- 
morrow, that  the  enemy  may  gain  no  informa- 
tion of  what  is  palling. 

I bring  with  me  twelve  battalions,  and  you 
have  fifteen,  which  amount  to  twenty-feven.  I 
like  wife  bring  the  artillery  of  Billow,  twelve 
more  of  thefe  great  lords*',  and  eight  regiments 
of  horfe.  I muft  of  neceiTity  dired  my  march 
toward  you  and  Neufladt,  unlefs  the  enemy 
fhould  be  fo  good  as  to  approach  nearer,  of 
which  I doubt. 

We  are  therefore  to  enquire  how  we  may  turn 
the  camp  of  Meydelberg,  which  I believe  muft 
be  effected  through  Telzftein. 

All  our  grenadiers,  huflars,  and  dragoons, 
will  form  the  vanguard. 


* Great  guns.  T. 
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i have  this  moment  received  your  laft  letter. 
De  Ville  is  mad,  and  we  will  certainly  beat  him 
the  day  after  to-morrovv.  This  being  fo,  we 
may  advance  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  enemy. 

N.  B.  Are  pontons  neceflary  to  pafs  the  Hot- 
zenplotz?  I have  fome  here,  but  (hall  leave 
them,  if  they  are  unneceftary.  Inform  me  like- 
wife  whether  you  have  bridges  for  the  columns. 
If  not,  I will  bring  fome  with  me.  Be  kind 
enough  to  fend  me  an  anfwer  immediately. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  XXXVI* 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Deutfch-Kamnitz,  April  29,  1 759* 

I H AV  E juft  received  your  majefty’s  let- 
ter at  our  advanced  pofts,  where,  according  to 
what  I can  judge,  by  the  marching  and  counter- 
marching  of  the  Hungarian  and  light  troops  of 
the  enemy,  they  are  in  pofteflion  of  mod  of  the 
villages  lying  between  this  and  Neuftadt. 

I have  feen  about  two  thoufand  men  of  thefe 
mixed  troops,  that  came  from  Dittmanfdorf, 
crofted  the  woods,  and  marched  toward  Neu- 
walde. 

vol.  xni.  L Your 
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Your  majefty  informs  me  you  will  to-morrow 
direct  your  march  for  Neufladt ; according  to 
which,  fire,  I will  fend  the  grenadiers,  huffars, 
and  dragoons  forward,  as  far  as  Lindewiefe : the 
main  army  fhall  follow. 

I wait  your  majefly’s  commands,  fent  by  lieu- 
tenant Trefkow,  to  know  at  what  hour  it  is  your 
pleafure  I fhould  march ; that  I may  leave  the 
road  unencumbered  and  free  for  you. 

Permit  me,  fire,  to  inform  you  of  my  fenti- 
rnentsj  If  we  both  take  the  fame  road,  we  fhall 
repulfe  the  corps  under  De  Ville,  without  doing 
him  much  or  any  harm  ; whereas,  if  we  march 
in  three  bodies,  we  fhall  embarrafs  him,  and 
profit  by  the  diforder  and  confufion  into  which 
we  fhall  throw  his  forces. 

To  turn  Meydeiberg  and  Fullftein,  fhould 
they  be  occupied  by  a body  of  the  enemy,  we 
mud  pafs  near  Hotzenplotz  through  Carfberg, 
Trenkau,  Matzdorf,  Raufen,  and  Roben.  This 
will  be  proper  for  the  corps,  or  the  column, 
deftined  to  turn  the  Auftrians ; but  we  cannot 
prevent  them  from  retreating,  through  Olberf- 
dorf  and  Jsegerndorf,  withont  being  able  per- 
haps to  do  them  the  leaft  injury ; whereas,  fhould 
a corps  pafs  on  the  right  of  Neuftadt,  by  Lan- 
genbruch,  another  through  Neufladt,  and  a third 
through  DLtterfdorf,  they  will  make  head  againft 

the 
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the  two  firft  beyond  the  hills,  and  will  give  time 
for  the  third  to  march  to  the  above-mentioned 
places. 

We  have  no  need  of  pontons  to  pafs  the  Hot- 
zenplotz.  I have  two  bridges ; if  your  majedy 
will  bring  two  more,  they  will  be  diffident. 

I have  juft  been  told  that  the  Audrians  who 
entered  at  Neuwalde  have  proceeded  as  far  as 
Langendorf,  and  have  dire&ed  their  march  to- 
ward Ziegenhals. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQJJET. 


LETTER  XXXVII. 

From  the  King . 

Neifs,  feven  in  the  evening. 

I HAVE  not  yet  received  an  anfwer  to 
my  letter.  I (hall  march  to-morrow  with  my 
whole  corps,  and  come  up  with  you,  my  dear 
general,  at  half  pad  five.  Let  no  regiment 
move,  nor  give  the  lead  notice  of  my  prefence.  I 
will  choofe  my  camp  to  conceal  myfelf  from  the 
enemy ; and  we  will  draw  up  a plan  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  are  to  a<d  on  the  fird  of  May. 

My  opinion  is  that  we  ought  to  march  for 
L 2 Leden, 


148  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

Leflen,  with  the  whole  corps ; in  order  to  turn 
the  enemy,  and  take  him  in  flank.  This  road 
you  ought  to  know  by  rote,  and  we  can  confe- 
quently  make  our  arrangements. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

Your  aid  de  camp  is  this  moment  arrived, 
and  brought  me  your  letter.  It  is  neceflary, 
my  dear  general,  that  I fhould  fpeak  to  you, 
and  that  we  fhould  agree  on  our  plain  before  we 
put  ourfelves  in  motion.  If  De  Ville  be  cer- 
tainly at  Neuftadt  with  his  whole  corps,  it  would 
be  rafhnefs  to  divide  our  troops  in  this  manner 
to  diflodge  him ; and,  in  fuch  a cafe,  we  muft 
conform  to  rule.  But,  fhould  the  corps  of  Neu- 
ftadt be  only  his  vanguard,  your  propofition 
then  is  excellent. 

FREDERIC. 


On  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  morning,  his 
majefty  marched  with  his  whole  corps  to  Op- 
perfdorf,  where  he  fixed  his  general  quar- 
ters. His  intention  was  to  attack  general  De 
Ville,  and  he  had  made  his  difpofitions  accord- 
ingly ; but,  as  intelligence  was  received  that 
the  enemy  had  changed  his  pofition,  and  had 
taken  poft  on  the  heights  of  Zuckmantel,  where 
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it  was  impoffible  to  attack  him  with  the  whole 
corps,  a detachment  was  formed  of  all  the  huf- 
fars,  fifteen  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  five  batta- 
lions of  grenadiers,  and  a free  battalion. 

On  the  firft  of  May  his  majefty  began  his 
march,  with  this  corps,  toward  Zuckmantel, 
and  attacked  the  corps  of  general  De  Ville  in 
perfon ; from  whom  he  took  fix  officers,  and  a 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  Croats,  killed  a great 
number  of  men,  and  drove  the  enemy  as  far  as 
Hermfbedt. 

On  the  fecond,  the  king  with  his  corps  de- 
camped, to  return  to  Landfhut. 

General Fouquet  remained  near  Deutfch-Kam- 
nitz,  with  his  corps,  till  the  24th.  He  afterward 
marched  toward  Frankenftein ; and,  on  the  6th 
of  July,  after  the  departure  of  the  king,  he  en- 
tered the  camp  of  Landfhut. 


LETTER  XXXVIII, 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Peutfch-Kamnitz,  May  6, 1759. 

The  corps  under  general  De  Ville  con- 
tinues in  the  fame  pofition,  near  Hermftsedt. 

L3  He 
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He  has  detached  general  Renard,  with  th^ 
Croats  and  ulans,  to  the  mountains  and  forefts, 
beyond  Neuftadt  ; having  taken  pod  with  the 
remainder  of  the  corps  toward  Johannifthal  and 
Hennerfdorf. 

Yefterday  morning,  general  Werner  propofed 
an  attempt  to  be  made  on  this  corps,  by  endea- 
vouring to  turn  it  through  Arnoldfdorf,  and 
Johannifthal.  I defired  him  to  inform  himfelf 
of  the  true  ftrength  of  the  faid  corps,  and  of  the 
fituation  of  its  advanced  pofts,  and  to  make  his 
report  to  me,  after  which  we  would  form  our 
plan  accordingly  ; and  faid  that  I,  in  the  mean 
time,  would  order  an  engineer  to  repair  the 
road  we  muft  take,  on  our  march  to  the  attack. 

I fent  the  engineer  to  him  this  morning,  with 
the  plan  and  regulations,  intending  to  put  it  in 
execution  to-night. 

But  all  I have  done  is  ineffectual.  General 
Werner,  without  waiting  for  orders,  or  plan, 
marched  yefterday  evening,  at  eleven  o’clock, 
with  all  the  huffars  and  three  battalions  of  gre- 
nadiers. I did  not  hefitate  a moment  to  put  him 
under  arreft,  and  I entreat  your  majefty  will 
command  a council  of  war  to  be  held  ; were  it 
only  that  we  are  unable  to  aCt  without  this  brave 
man  ; efpecially  as  there  is  no  officer  of  huffars 
here  capable  of  aCting  as  his  fubftitute,  and  he 

having 
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having  been  in  part  fuccefsful;  for  he  has  taken 
lieutenant  Kochzizki,  aid  decamp  to  general  Re- 
nard,  prifoner,  with  twenty-five  ulans,  raitzes, 
and  Croats,  all  wounded  ; has  put  as  many  more 
to  the  fvvord ; and  has  brought  off  fome  forty 
horfes.  I leave  it  to  your  majefty  to  determine 
on  his  merits.  He  had  three  huffars  killed,  and 
five  or  fix  wounded. 

I have  in  the  mean  time  taken  proper  pre- 
cautions, that  he  fhould  no  more  difpofe  of  the 
huffars  in  a body,  nor  of  the  grenadiers  accord- 
ing to  his  fancy. 

The  number  of  Auftrian  deferters  is  increafed 
to  a hundred  and  twenty-three. 

I am,  8c c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

t 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  DeutfchrKamnitz,  May  16,  1759. 

I CANNOT  learn  in  what  part  of  the 
hills  the  corps  under  general  Jahnus  is  flationed, 
for  it  has  not  hitherto  been  difcovered. 

The  corps  under  De  Ville  flill  keeps  the  fame 
poll,  and  neither  Auftrian s nor  Pruffians  are  in 
motion. 

In  fine,  war  will  take  that  route  which  your 
L 4 majefty 
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rpajefty  and  fate  fhall  prefcribe;  and  I could 
wifh,  fire,  you  could  in  like  manner  rid  yourfelf 
of  your  vile  colic. 

Let  me  entreat  your  majefty  to  take  a glafs 
of  wine,  fome  Proven9al  oil,  a piece  of  bread 
toafted,  and  a glafs  of  water,  and  you  will  be 
relieved  in  an  hour. 

I have  this  moment  heard  a rumour  that 
prince  Henry  has  gained  a victory  over  the 
army  of  the  Empire,  near  D’Afch  and  Oelfnitz, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hoff. 

I (hall  be  delighted  to  hear  the  report  con- 
firmed, that  I may  communicate  the  intelligence 
to  my  neighbours. 

I am,  &c, 

L.  M.  FOUQUETo 


LETTER  XL. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Franckenftein,  June  i,  1759- 

The  condudt  you  obferve,  very  diffe- 
rent from  the  opening  of  your  other  campaigns, 
in  which  you  have  always  been  more  alert  than 
the  Auftrians,  cannot  but  embarrafs  general 
Daun. 

This  has  occafioned  him  to  order  his  corps,  and 

even 
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even  his  whole  army,  to  advance  on  the  Auftrian 
frontiers,  to  difpute  the  paffage  with  you. 

Your  ina&ivity  muft  certainly  difconcert  him ; 
and  he  will  probably  endeavour,  by  making  di- 
verfions,  to  induce  you  to  fend  out  detachments ; 
or  he  will  wait  the  approach  of  the  Ruffians. 

We  have  no  news. 

General  Trefkow  informs  me  that  De  Ville 
keeps  the  poll  from  which  he  was  driven  by 
yourmajefty ; having  his  quarters  at  Zuckman- 
tel,  and  fending  his  patroles  almofl  as  far  as 
Neifs. 

I am,  8cc. 

L.  M.  FOUQTJET. 


LETTER  XLL 
From  the  King, 

June  3,  1759. 

According  to  the  news  I receive, 
my  dear  friend,  and  from  what  I can  conjedture 
of  the  plan  of  my  enemies,  it  lhould  feem  they 
mean  to  fet  me  at  defiance. 

This  is  equally  confirmed  by  what  D’O  has 
written  to  me  to-day,  which  he  has  no  doubt 
communicated  to  you;  fo  that  I have  fent  for 
Seidlitz,  Platen,  and  Sydow,  to  come  to  me. 

For 
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For  your  part,  {hould  Daun,  as  is  apparent, 
pay  me  a vifft ; and  {hould  Beck,  and  perhaps 
Laudohn,  attempt  to  penetrate  through  Fried- 
land,  I abandon  them  to  you.  In  this  cafe  you 
mud  call  in  Ramin,  and  fend  for  Biilovv  to  join 
you,  that  you  may  take  thefe  gentry-  in  flank,  in 
rear,  and  in  every  kind  of  way,  to  drive  them 
into  Bohemia.  This  effeded,  De  Ville,  Harfch, 
and  Jahnus  will  no  more  rear  their  cred,  but 
will  bury  themfelves  among  the  mountains, 
without  {hiking  a blow. 

I begin  to  perfuade  myfelf  affairs  will  take 
this  turn.  The  Ruffians  are  in  motion,  and  it 
is  no  longer  time  to  temporize.  Daun  muff:  be 
the  main  fpring  of  the  whole  machine ; there- 
fore, in  order  to  take  Silefia,  every  thing  demon- 
ftrates  that  fome  rifk  mud  be  run. 

De  Ville  is  obliged  to  detach  four  regiments 
for  Bohemia;  a certain  fign  that  they  mean  to 
drike  the  great  blow  on  that  fide.  With  all  my 
heart : I welcome  the  omen.  As  foon  as  1 fhall 
gain  any  intelligence,  I will  communicate  it  to 
you;  and  will  at  the  fame  time  dired  you  how 
to  ad,  as  I {hall  fuppofe  for  the  bed,  in  fuch  a 
cafe. 

The  detachment  of  Marck-Lifla  is  retreated 
for  Bohemia ; it  only  confided  of  fix  hundred 
men. 

My 
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My  brother  Henry  is  now  at  Zwickau.  Sec- 
kendorf,  with  three  battalions,  has  beaten  fix 
Auftrian  battalions,  four  hundred  Croats,  and 
nine  hundred  huflars.  Kleift  has  attacked  a 
corps,  that  purfued  the  rear-guard  of  my 
brother,  near  Hoff ; and  has  taken  two  can- 
non, and  a hundred  prifoners,  from  the  enemy. 

Their  mob  is  not  invincible,  provided  they 
be  not  attacked  by  poltroons,  and  have  not  fix 
hundred  pieces  of  artillery  in  battery. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  XLII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Frankenftein,  June  3,  1759. 

G ENER  AL  De  Ville  occupies  a camp 
near  Kalkau,  in  the  vicinity  of  Weydenau,  with 
a corps  compofed  of  fifteen  battalions,  and  four 
regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  exclufive  of  the 
Croats,  the  ulans,  and  the  huflars.  His  patroles 
advance  as  far  as  Patfchkau  and  Ottmachau ; 
and  it  is  faid  he  is  on  the  point  of  encamping 
beyond  Patfchkau.  The  magiftrates  of  that 
town  have  received  orders  to  deliver  in  a con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable  quantity  of  bread  and  meat,  for  the 
corps  under  De  Ville. 

Various  reports  confirm  the  news  that  fome 
of  the  regiments  of  this  corps  have  marched  to- 
ward Bohemia,  through  Altftadt. 

Some  days  fince  I viewed  the  pofition  of 
general  Ramin,  near  Wartha,  which  I found 
to  be  very  good. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

From  the  King . 


MY  DEAR  GENERAL, 


Reich-Hennerfdorf, 
June  4,1759. 


I RECEIVED  your  relation  of  the  3d  of 
this  month.  You  have  as  much  force  as  gene- 
ral De  Ville  at  prefent  has,  after  the  detachment 
which  he  mufl  have  made;  you  even  furpafs 
him  in  cavalry ; for  which  reafon  you  are  very 
able  to  make  head  againft  him,  fhould  he  make 


any  attempt. 

This  being  fo,  he  will  not  fend  his  patroles 
too  far  from  his  camp. 

Lam,  &c. 

The  comedy  will  foon  begin  here,  according 

to 
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to  all  I can  learn.  Daun  propofes  to  force  my 
poll.  Let  him  : he  will  find  who  he  has  to  talk 
to.  I have  called  in  all  the  troops  I have,  and 
am  in  the  beft  fituation  of  which  my  affairs  will 
admit. 

I will  fend  you  timely  notice  of  what  relates 
to  y ourfelf.  Y ou  muff  not  flir  at  prefent ; for 
the  great  affair  is,  pofitively  to  underftand  what 
are  the  intentions  of  the  enemy. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  XLIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Franckenftein,  June  4,  1759, 

Th  E detachment  which  general  De  Ville 
has  made  confifts  of  the  feven  regiments  of 
Molk- Wallis,  Alt-Colloredo,  Collowrath,  Deut- 
fchmeifter,  Anger,  and  Durlach,  including  the 
two  companies  of  grenadiers  appertaining  to 
each  regiment ; as  your  majefty  muft  have  feen, 
in  the  report  of  lieutenant-colonel  D’O,  which  is 
confirmed  by  general  Trefkow ; with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  two  regiments  of  dragoons  of  Saxe- 
Gotha  and  of  Modena. 

2 


General 
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General  De  Ville  ftill  occupies  his  camp  near 
Kalkau,  with  the  remainder  of  his  corps. 

I have  received  your  majefty’s  orders*  and 
now  only  wait  to  carry  the  whole  into  execu- 
tion. Should  general  Ramin  join  me,  does 
your  majefty  wilh  that  I fhould  leave  the  free 
battalion  of  Le  Noble  to  cover  the  bridge  of 
Wartha  ? 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XLV. 

From  the  King . 

Reich-Hennerfdorf,  June  5,  1759. 

I HAVE  received  your  account  of  the 
4th  inftant,  and  you  may  leave  the  free  battalion 
of  Le  Noble  at  Wartha  ; but  it  is  necefiary  for 
him  to  be  very  alert,  during  the  abfence  of  the 
other  battalions.  In  cafe  he  Ihould  find  him- 
felf  too  much  prefied,  that  is  to  fay  too  near  the 
enemy,  he  may  at  any  time  throw  himfelf  into 
Glatz.  With  refped  to  your  battalions,  endea- 
vour to  make  them  extend,  imperceptibly,  fome- 
what  before  Reichenbach,  were  it  only  a bri- 
gade of  infantry,  that  a corps  may  immediately 
be  ready  to  join.'  Biilow. 

5 


You 
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You  may  alfo  fend  fome  artillery  there,  which 
would  be  fo  much  gain.  I believe  the  enemy 
will  begin  his  operations  in  three  or  four  days. 
You  may  alfo  fend  the  free  battalion  of  Liide- 
ritz  direddy  to  join  Billow,  of  which  he  may 
make  good  ufe,  among  thefe  mountains ; and  I 
have  ordered  lieutenant-general  Trefkow  to  fend 
you  the  battalion  of  grenadiers  of  Rath. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

P.  S,  It  is  at  lead  neceffary  four  battalions, 
and  the  hudars  of  Gerfdorf  and  of  Liideritz, 
fhould  join  Biilow,  to-morrow,  in  his  pod  of 
Beerfdorf ; and  that  you  fliould  make  your 
troops  file  off  toward  Reichenbach  ; as,  for  ex- 
ample, five  battalions  and  the  regiment  of  Bay- 
reuth, that  all  may  be  ready  to  join  Biilow,  on 
the  fiiorted  notice. 

Conceal  their  march  from  the  enemy,  and 
employ  all  according  to  your  bed  abilities.  The 
following  is  nearly  what  will  happen. 

When  Daun  fhall  put  himfelf  in  motion,  a 
heavy  body  will  advance  upon  me.  Of  this  I 
will  take  care.  Another  column  will  pafs  by 
Friedland,  to  penetrate  into  this  country ; and 
Beck  will  march  for  Tannhaufen,  to  amufe  the 
corps  that  I have  there.  A body  will  penetrate 
into  your  country,  to  keep  you  at  bay  ; De  Ville 

will 
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will  pafs  the  NeifTe,  to  flop  you  on  that  fide  \ but 
all  this  will  not  embarrafs  you  much.  March 
to  Biilow ; and,  when  you  have  joined  him^  then 
attack  the  column  of  the  enemy,  whether  it  be 
at  Tannhaufen,  Gottefberg,  or  near  Vallenburg. 

A map  of  thefe  countries  fhall  be  drawn  this 
evening,  and  I will  fend  it  you  immediately. 
Call  in  major  Hauchwitz  to  you ; Ramin  may 
alfo  take  pod  at  Silberberg,  that  he  may  be 
more  near  to  Trefkow.  In  a word,  we  mud 
not  be  outwitted,  but  confine  ourfelves  to  the 
principal  plan  of  the  enemy,  and  endeavour 
to  render  it  abortive.  De  Ville  and  all  his  troops 
will  then  take  to  flight  without  bidding. 

My  poor  old  friend,  marfhal  Kalkdein,  is  jud 
dead. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  XLVI. 

From  the  King « 

Reich-Hennerfdorf,  June  5,  1 759^ 

By  the  bearer  I fend  you  the  plan  in  quef- 
tion,  of  which  I gave  you  notice  in  my  letter  of 
this  morning,  and  the  reception  of  which  you 
will  do  well  to  acknowledge. 

On 
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On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

P.  S.  Aided  by  this  plan,  arid  your  own  excellent 
abilities,  you  will  do  whatever  (hail  be  requifite, 
and  a<5t  according  to  circumftances.  It  is  indif- 
ferent on  which  fide  you  turn  thefe  * * *.  The 
man  with  the  papal  toka  moves  neither  hand  nor 
foot. 

The  detachment  of  DeVille  has  not  joined 
any  of  thefe  corps  which  threaten  us  ; I there- 
fore cannot  judge  of  its  deftination.  The  Ruf- 
fians cannot  be  in  the  environs  of  Glogau  fooner 
than  the  12th ; fo  that  it  may  very  well  happen 
Our  prefent  (ituation  may  be  more  tedious  than 
we  expected.  But  no  matter;  let  us  continue 
our  train,  and  chaftife  the  firft  that  (hall  prefent 
themfelves. 

Farewel,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  XL  VI I. 

From  Goner al  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Franckenftein,  June  6,  1759. 

Th  E orders  which  your  majefty  yefter- 
day  fent,  and  the  plan,  arrived  with  fufEcient 
vol.  xiii.  M fpeed 
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fpeed  to  be  immediately  put  in  execution.  The 
free  battalion  of  Liideritz,  with  the  fix  fqua- 
drons  of  Gerfdorf  huffars,  marched  laft  night ; 
and  this  morning,  at  break  of  day,  general  Schen- 
kendorf,  accompanied  by  two  battalions  of  the 
margrave  Henry  and  two  of  Ramin,  with  the 
half  of  the  heavy  artillery,  that  is,  five  pieces  of 
large  twelve  pounders  and  four  howitzers,  be- 
gan their  march  to  join  general  Biilow.  Ex- 
clufive  of  thefe,  five  battalions,  that  is,  a batta- 
lion of  the  Pritwitz  volunteers,  a battalion  of  the 
grenadiers  of  Carlowitz,  a battalion  of  the  Bud- 
denbrock  grenadiers,  two  battalions  of  Queifl, 
and  the  regiment  of  Bayreuth  dragoons,  have 
marched  to-day  to  Peterfwalde,  where  they  are 
near  the  poft  of  general  Biilow. 

General  Ramin,  with  the  two  regiments  of 
Kalkftein  and  Manteufel,  arrived  to-day  at  Sil- 
berberg,  and  in  the  vicinity. 

The  free  battalion  of  Le  Noble  has  flayed,  to 
cover  the  palfage  near  Wartha. 

With  the  four  remaining  battalions,  that  is, 
the  battalion  of  Naumeifler,  the  grenadier  bat- 
talion of  Unruh,  two  battalions  of  Fouquet, 
three  regiments  of  horfe,  and  the  hufTars  of 
Werner,  I wait  here  for  the  final  orders  of  your 
majefty. 

The  battalions  of  Naumeifler  and  Unruh, 

with 

r 
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with  the  huflars  of  Werner,  have  occupied  Gasl- 
lenau,  Stolzen,  Kuntzendorf,  and  Camenz.  I 
did  not  wifh  to  difgarnifh  thefe  villages,  that  1 
might  conceal  the  march  from  general  De  Ville. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XLVIIL 
From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Franckenitein,  June-6,  17 59. 

Having  hitherto  maintained  a conti- 
nual correfpondence  with  general  Biilow,  I have 
fent  him  the  following  queftions. 

1 . How  many  troops  does  he  require  to  main- 
tain his  poft  ? 

2.  Should  the  enemy  quit  his  poll,  and  take 
the  high  road  for  Alten-Reuflendorf  and  Hohen- 
Gierfdorf,  could  he  attack  him  in  flank  ? 

To  the  firft  queftion  the  general  replied,  that 
he  only  alked  four  fquadrons  of  huflars  and  dra- 
goons, and  four  battalions,  to  maintain  his  poft; 
that  more  would  be  ufelefs  to  him,  for  he  could 
not  Ration  them. 

With  refped  to  the  fecond,  he  thinks  he 
could  not  detach  troops  toward  Reuflendorf  and 
Dittmanfdorf,  (hould  he  at  once  be  threatened 
M 2 and 
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and  attacked,  in  front,  on  the  fide  of  Tannhaufen, 
'and  Charlottenbrun. 

Neither  is  there  much  to  be  done  on  that 
fide ; becaufe  of  the  various  defiles,  and  of  the 
difficulty  of  paffing  through  the  village ; a pafs 
which  the  enemy  might  eafily  difpute,  fliould 
he  occupy  the  heights  which  overlook  the  other 
fide  of  this  fame  village. 

All  he  has  faid  is  confirmed  by  an  officer  of 
engineers,  whom  I h^ve  fent  to  reconnoitre  the 
ground. 

Not  being  able  therefore  to  a<5t  with  my  corps 
near  general  Billow,  I have  polled  mylelf  with 
the  thirteen  remaining  battalions,  including  the 
four  of  Ramin  and  the  battalion  of  Rath  grena- 
diers, on  the  heights  before  Hohen-Gierfdorf, 
where  I have  free  room  for  the  neceffary  ma- 
noeuvres, and  where  I can  make  ufe  of  the  ca- 
valry : in  order  that,  Ihould  the  enemy  endea- 
vour to  penetrate  on  the  high  road  of  Neu-Reuf- 
fendorf,  I might  receive  him  in  front,  while  ge- 
neral Biilow  might  difturb  him  in  flank  as  much 
as  poffibie,  till  your  majefty  could  come  up. 

* L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET. 
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LETTER  XLIX. 

From  the  King . 

Reich-Hennerfdorf,  June  6,  1 7 5^. 

I H AV  E received  your  two  reports  of  the 
6th,  and  approve  the  chief  of  the  meafures 
which  you  have  taken.  Should  the  enemy 
make  an  effort,  you  muft  affemble  all  your 
troops ; that  is,  the  thirteen  battalions  which 
you  have,  and  thofe  under  general  Biilow  ; be- 
caufe,  if  united,  you  will  certainly  be  able  to 
fall  upon  one  of  the  columns  of  the  Auftrians, 
and  to  harafs  it ; but,  if  feparate,  you  can  do 
nothing,  and  all  you  can  undertake  muft  be  in- 
effectual. 

The  Ruffians  cannot  enter  Silefia  before  the 
1 2th,  13th,  or  i4th  inflant. 

Daun  wifhes  to  act  in  the  mean  time ; he  has 
fiot  hitherto  made  the  leaft  motion,  nor  has  fo 
much  as  a patrole  paffed  his  limits.  His  right 
yefterday  continued  at  Jaromirz,  and  his  left  at 
Schurtz.  I wait  to  hear  of  his  firft  morion,  to 
judge  of  what  can  be  his  true  plan,  and  to  in- 
form you  of  the  pofitive  manoeuvres  you  are  to 
make.  While  he  fhall  continue  quiet,  I cannot 
fead  you  any  precife  orders. 

M 3 Wc 
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We  have  only  to  wait  with  a little  patience ; 
and  you  will  do  well  to  fpread  a rumour  that  I 
am  on  my  march,  to  join  you,  with  a corps  of 
infantry ; and  that  we  fhall  pafs  the  Neiffe  at 
Camenz,  or  atPatfchkau,  or  wherever  youpleafe, 
to  attack  De  Ville  in  his  camp  at  Kamnitz,  while 
you  go  and  take  pod;  toward  Glatz,  in  order 
to  ala.rm  rhefe  gentry  on  all  fides. 

You  may  likewife  difturb  them  on  the  fide  of 
Silberberg,  as  if  there  were  a defign  to  march 
for  Neurode.  Sometimes  fpread  reports  that 
you  are  obliged  to  maych  toward  Breflau,  to 
oppofe  the  Ruffians,  who  make  incurfions ; and 
this  in  order  to  amufe  and  deceive  them,  by 
every  poffible  means. 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  action  : fome  five  or  fix 
days  will  inform  us  what  are  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy ; but,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  make  any  at- 
tempt, for  the  love  of  God  make  no  detach- 
ment, but  ad  with  all  your  forces  united ; by 
which  I underftand  twenty-one  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, the  free  battalion  of  Liideritz,  twenty- 
five  fquadrons  of  cuirafiiers  and  dragoons,  and 
fixteen  fquadrons  of  huffars. 

You  are  partly  acquainted  with  my  ideas.  It 
will  be  impoffible  to  predid  all  that  may  hap- 
pen as  foon  as  the  enemy  fhall  begin  to 

manoeuvre,  which  will  further  inform  me  what 

his 
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his  intentions  are*  I (hall  be  able  to  fend  you 
more  precife  inftrudtions.  Should  the  main 
army  of  the  enemy  take  poft  oppofite  me,  you 
will  be  very  able  to  refill  a detachment ; pro- 
vided your  corps  fhall  continually  keep  nine 
days  bread  in  advance.  In  cafe  of  neceflity, 
the  cavalry  mull  forage. 

Should  the  enemy  only  prefent  a mafic  on  this 
fide,  and  fhould  I perceive  that  his  greateft 
force  fhall  poll  itfelf  on  the  fide  of  Friedland, 

I will  immediately  incline  thither ; not  to  dif- 
pute  the  paflage  with  him,  but  to  cut  him  off 
from  Bohemia.  I fhall  thus  oblige  him  either 
to  come  and  attack  me,  to  a difadvantage,  or 
to  march  into  the  plain,  to  join  the  corps  of 
De  Ville  as  foon  as  pofiible,  that  he  may  ob- 
tain bread. 

In  the  firfl  cafe,  if  you  will  march  befide  him 
to  a certain  diftance,  you  will  always  be  able  to 
take  him  in  flank  or  in  rear,  when  we  fhall  come 
to  adlion ; and,  in  the  fecond,  you  muft  harafs 
him,  that  when  he  leaves  the  mountains,  on  the 
fide  of  Reichenbach,  you  may  engage  advan- 
tageoufly  with  his  rear-guard. 

You  may  further  fpoil  the  road  from  Silber- 
berg  to  Neurode,  by  ftrewing  it  with  brambles, 
and  rendering  it  impracticable  for  can  -ages ; in 
order  that,  fhould  he  wifh  to  pais  v,ish  one 
M 4 column 
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column  on  this  fide,  it  will  become  abfolutely 
impoffible  for  him  to  drag  his  artillery,  without: 
which  you  very  well  know  he  will  not  march. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

P.  S.  I have  this  moment  received  a letter  from 
Biilow,  by  which  I am  informed  that  the  corps 
of  Beck  is  ready  to  march  ; and  a huflar  is  this 
inftant  arrived  from  Politz,  who  depofes  that 
the  pandours,  the  huffars,  and  fome  German  in- 
fantry arrived  the  day  before  yefterday  near 
Politz.  He  adds  that  the  Auftrian  officers 
fpoke,  yeflerday  morning,  with  the  peafants  of 
the  vicinity  of  Politz  ; and  prpmifed  them  much 
money,  if  they  would  but  fhew  them  a hill,  on 
which  they  wifhed  that  night  to  reconnoitre  our 
camp. 

Another  deferter  depofes  that  the  army  was 
to  march  to-day ; but  I have  yet  received  no 
intelligence  of  his  march,  otherwife  I fhould 
write  to  you.  As  foon  as  I can  learn  any  thing 
conclufive,  I will  inform  you  of  it.  But  we 
approach  the  cataflrophe,  and  the  affair  muft  be 
over  in  twice  twenty-four  hours.  In  the  mean 
time  it  is  neceffary  to  be  alert,  and  make  all 
neceffary  movements  as  quickly  as  poflible. 

i FREDERIC. 
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LETTER  L. 

From  the  King . 

Reich-Hennerfdorf,  June  9,  1759. 

Yo  U muft  have  heard  that  the  fourteen 
battalions  of  De  Ville  have  marched  from  Seuf- 
tenberg  to  Jaromirz  ; and,  in  like  manner,  you 
muft  know  that  five  battalions  of  pandours  have 
left  the  corps  of  Beck,  to  join  the  grand  army. 
Thefe  circumftances  declare  what  the  proje6t  is, 
which  the  man  with  the  papal  toka  has  formed. 

1 perceive  his  forces  all  incline  to  the  fide  of 
T rautenau ; confequently,  he  will  here  come 
ajid  attack  me,  in  my  fort. 

Should  this  be  confirmed,  the  following  is 
my  chain  of  rcafoning:  Firft  you  muft  make 
every  arrangement,  that  you  may  join  Biilow, 
on  the  firft  fignal,  with  all  poflible  fpeed. 

I conclude  therefore  that,  fhould  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  incline  this  way,  you  muft 
march  with  your  corps  from  Friedland  to  Grif- 
fau,  and  muft  fupport  my  left ; then,  having 
well  beaten  the  enemy,  we  fhall  only  have  to 
drive  the  reft  of  thole  gentry  that  incommode 
us,  out  of  Silefia. 

On  the  firft  fignal  you  muft  march  to  Tann- 
fcaufen;  you  muft  next  detach  the  nine  bat- 
talions 
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talions  which  are  there  for  GrifFau  immediately* 
and  follow  them  as  foon  as  you  can. 

But,  fhould  it  happen  that  a column  of  the 
enemy  fhould  endeavour  to  penetrate  through 
Friedland,  I am  Bill  of  the  fame  opinion,  which 
I have  before  explained  to  you,  in  my  preced- 
ing letter. 

I here  from  precaution  fend  you  the  route  of 
the  two  columns,  that  you  may  employ  them  in 
cafe  of  need ; fuppoling  that  Daun  fhould  come 
here  with  his  whole  forces,  and  that  you  fhould 
march  to  join  me.  Should  this  happen,  you 
may  encamp  on  the  height  of  the  Anna,  behind 
GrilTau,  with  the  abby  in  your  front,  your  face 
toward  Schoenberg,  the  village  of  Neune  at  the 
foot  of  your  left,  and  Zieder  at  the  foot  of  your 
right. 

Such  are  the  preparations,  my  friend,  which 
you  mud  make. 

If,  imperceptibly,  you  can  further  file  off 
fome  troops  on  the  fide  of  Reichenbach,  that 
your  other  motions  may  become  more  eafy,  it 
will  be  fo  much  the  better. 

I fhall  write  to  you  by  the  courier,  and  (hall 
inform  you  of  all  the  motions  of  the  enemy 
which  fhall  come  to  my  knowledge;  and,  in 
proportion  as  the  enemy  fhall  ad,  fo  as  better 


to 
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to  explain  what  are  his  defigns,  I will  in  confe- 
quence  fend  you  further  intelligence. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend ; I very  tenderly  em- 
brace you. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LI. 

From  General  Faiquet. 

SIRE,  Franckenftein,  June  9,  1759. 

I HAVE  juft  received  your  majefty’s  or- 
ders, with  the  plan  of  the  march,  in  two  co- 
lumns, for  Tannhaufen  and  Landfhut. 

Be  it  fuppofed,  fire,  that  the  enemy  will  in- 
cline, with  all  his  ftrength,  on  the  lide  of  your 
majefty,  and  that  I am  to  march  between  Griflau 
and  St.  Anne,  to  fupport  your  left,  1 muft  then 
make  a great  circuit,  in  marching  toward  Land- 
fiiut;  and  I believe  that,  from  Schwartzwalde,  I 
may  take  to  the  left,  toward  the  caftle  of  Con- 
radfwalde,  and  from  thence  crofs  the  woods,  to 
occupy  this  poll. 

I entreat  your  majefty  to  let  the  roads  be  re- 
connoitred, in  order  to  know  whether  I can 
march  in  two  columns  with  artillery ; for  this 

will 
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will  greatly  fliorten  my  route.  The  diftanefc 
thither  is  about  nine  miles. 

There  is  nothing  new  pafies  here,  except 
that  general  Werner  informs  me  general  De 
Ville  has  ordered  a part  of  his  corps  to  advance, 
from  the  camp  of  Weidenau,  as  far  as  Sorgf- 
dorf,  near  Johannifberg. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET 


LETTER  LIL 

From  the  King . 

June  io5  1759. 

I S E N D you,  my  dear  friend,  the  change 
of  the  columns,  which  becomes  poffible,  becaufe 
I have  ordered  the  road  of  Feldhammer  to  be 
repaired,  which  will  be  ready  this  evening. 

They  reconnoitred  us  the  day  before  yefter- 
day,  but  they  could  not  difeover  any  thing,  ex- 
cept the  end  of  a hill,  with  a few  tents ; by 
which  the  gentlemen  were  not  a little  embar- 
raffed.  Laudohn  has  been  ordered  to  Schurtz, 
where  he  was  yefterday,  and  there  a council 
was  held. 

The  grand  army  has  hitherto  remained  motion- 
lefs.  The  man  with  the  fan&ified  toka  mull  of 

necef- 
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neceffity  Toon  do  fomething.  I fliall  tranquilly 
wait  till  he  (hall  pleafe  to  refolve,  and  (hall 
determine  accordingly. 

I employ  every  poffible  ftratagem  to  obtain 
intelligence ; and,  after  combining  all  1 can 
hear,  i now  and  then  make  a guefs. 

Our  incertitude  cannot  long  continue ; and, 
as  foon  as  the  armies  (hall  put  themfelves  in  ac- 
tion, they  mufl  come  to  blows;  this  will  throw 
light  on  the  (late  of  affairs. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC. 


LETT  E R LIII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Franekenfteln,  June  xo,  1759. 

T O facilitate  the  march  which  I (hall  per- 
haps be  obliged  to  make,  I this  day  have  ordered 
the  battalion  of  Rath  grenadiers  to  Silberberg; 
general  Ramin,  with  the  four  battalions  of  Kalk- 
ftein  and  of  Manteufel,  to  Weigelfdorf;  and  the 
three  regiments  of  cuiraffiers  of  Seidlitz,  Bredow, 
and  Vafold,  to  Mittel  and  Nieder-Peile. 

General  Meyer,  with  four  battalions  and  the 
regiment  of  Bayreuth  dragoons,  is  polled  at 

Peterfwalde. 
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Peterfwalde.  There  only  remains  therefore,  in 
thefe  environs,  the  regiment  of  Fouquet,  two 
battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the  Werner  huf- 
fars,  which  in  cafe  of  a march  have  the  fartheft 
to  go. 

As  foon  as  thefe  troops  fhall  likewife  quit 
this  country,  general  De  Ville  will  probably  pafs 
the  Neifle,  and  caufe  his  corps  to  advance. 

He  yefterday  flruck  his  camp  near  Weidenau, 
and  has  again  pitched  his  tents  near  Sorgfdorf, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Johannifberg.  His  head  quar- 
ters are  at  Wildfchut. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  LIY. 

From  General  Fouquet : 

SIRE,  Franckenftein,  June  u,  1759. 

It  has  been  the  cuftom  of  the  Auftrians 
tt>  expofe  their  allies,  and  occafion  them  to  be 
beaten. 

This  maxim  prince  Charles  followed  at  Stri- 
gau,  with  the  Saxons ; Grim  remained  a mere 
fpe&ator,  at  Kefielfdorf;  they  peaceably  faw 
the  Saxons  reduced  by  you  at  Pirna  j and  your 
4 majefty 
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majefty  will  fee  that  Daun  will  follow  the  fame 
principles.  He  will  caufe  the  Ruffians  to  ad- 
vance, and  will  make  fome  demonftrations,  but 
will  leave  them  to  be  beaten. 

De  Ville  has  marched  forward  with  his  corps, 
from  Sorgfdorf  to  Weifbach  and  Goftitz,  be- 
yond Patfchkau,  always  backed  by  the  moun- 
tains; on  which  I caufed  the  bridges  of  Patfch- 
kau and  of  Ottmachau  to  be  broken  down  that 
night. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET* 


LETTER  LV. 

From  the  King . 

June  12,  1759* 

I KNOW  not  what  our  enemies  will  do; 
but  I begin  to  believe,  my  dear  general,  that 
we  fhall  remain  three  weeks  longer  in  our  pre- 
fent  pofition.  Daun  has  not  yet  alfembled  his 
grenadiers  in  a body.  I^afcy  has  not  recon- 
noitred us. 

They  are  bargaining,  at  Schurtz,  with  the 
farmers,  to  forage  the  green  corn.  Fermer  has 
advanced  to  Konitz  with  a large  part  of  his 
army,  which  had  taken  the  road  of  Tempel- 

burg, 
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burg,  and  turned  toward  Pofnania.  I believe 
the  army  will  arrive  there  about  the  16th. 

We  (hall  then  fee  what  our  fanftified  animal 
will  undertake. 

I have  my  fears  for  Lufatia,  and  would  al- 
mod  wager  that  our  man  will  march  toward 
Friedberg,  and  GreifFenberg. 

Let  us  wait  patiently ; and  if,  between  this 
and  then,  you  have  need  of  more  troops,  yon 
may  fend  for  them  to  Franckenftein ; provided 
the  poft  of  Tannhaufen  be  differed  to  remain. 

Farewel,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  LVL 
From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Franckenftein,  June  13*  1759* 

T HIS  is  only  to  fend  your  majefty  three 
of  your  chaffeurs,  having  the  honour  to  inform 
you  That  every  thing  remains  in  the  fame  (late. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET* 
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LETTER  LVIL 

From  the  King . 

Reich-Henncrfdorf,  June  14,  1759; 

I RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  13th  of 
this  month.  The  intelligence  I have  juft  heard, 
but  which  I will  not  warrant,  is  that  Daun  has 
orders,  coft  what  it  will,  to  penetrate  into  Silefia; 
and  that,  in  confequence,  he  has  detached  fifteen 
thoufand  foot,  to  join  Laudohn  at  Trautenau. 

I believe  not  a word  of  this,  becaufe  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  probable ; and,  fhould  thefe 
people  attempt  any  thing  on  that  fide,  be  per- 
fuaded  they  do  not  very  well  underftand  their 
bufinefs. 

A deferter,  who  left  the  army  four  days  ago* 
affirms  that  the  grenadiers  of  the  grand  army  are 
Itill  with  the  regiments,  which  does  not  look  like 
any  attempt,  or  like  an  enfuing  march.  If 
Daun  wifhed  to  make  any  attack  on  this  poft, 
he  would  certainly  place  all  his  grenadiers  in 
the  van,  andftill  would  not  have  enough. 

Neither  has  Lafcy  been  to  reconnoitre  us ; 
and  fo  long  as  I fliall  not  hear  the  name  of  that 
man  on  our  limits,  I fliall  never  perfuade  myfelf 
that  the  enemy  has  any  ferious  intentions  of 
coming  hither. 


VOL.  XIII, 
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You  may  depend  on  being  informed  of  the 
fmalleft  circumftance  which  fhall  happen  to  me. 

Do  not  negled  to  affemble  your  thirteen  bat- 
talions, and  your  cavalry,  near  Franckenftein ; 
that,  in  cafe  of  need,  you  may  be  ready  for 
Wartha.  I keep  Billow  between  us,  with  his 
eight  battalions  and  his  fix  fquadrons  of  huflars, 
that  I may  fend  them  to  you,  fhould  it  be  fo 
neceffary;  or  make  them  join  me,  fhould  I fore- 
fee the  enemy  will  exert  himfelf  principally  on 
this  fide.  I will  inform  you  of  all,  in  proportion 
as  I fhall  fee  what  the  defigns  of  the  enemy 
are. 

D’O  does  me  good  fervice,  on  the  prefent 
occafion ; and,  of  all  the  intelligence  which  I 
endeavour  to  procure  myfelf,  not  fparing  mo- 
ney, what  he  fends  is  the  bed. 

The  intention  of  the  Auftrians  indubitably 
is  to  inundate  the  county  of  Glatz,  marching 
through  the  three  defiles  by  which  it  is  entered  ; 
and  I begin  to  imagine  that  the  corps  of  De 
Ville  is  deftined  to  block  up  the  paifage  of 
Wartha. 

If  you  find  you  can  make  no  ufe  of  your  cui- 
rafiiers,  you  have  only  to  tell  me  fo,  and  I fhall 
be  fufficiently  inclined  to  fend  them  to  Dohna, 
who  may  employ  them  to  fome  purpofe,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  againfl  the  Ruffians.  I take 

this 
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this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  Dohna  is 
at  Landfberg,  and  that  it  feems  the  Ruffians 
intend  to  divide  into  two  corps ; the  mod  con- 
fiderable  of  which  appears  to  affemble  on  the 
fide  of  Pofnania,  and  the  weakeft  on  the  fide  of 
Tempelburg.  Dohna  has  only  thirty- five  fqua- 
drons  of  heavy  horfe,  and  twenty- two  of  huf- 
fars.  If  we  have  any  that  are  ufelefs  here,  whe- 
ther it  be  you  or  I,  it  is  but  juft  to  fend  them  to 
him,  concerning  which  I wait  your  anfvver. 

I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his  holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  LVIII. 

From  the  King . 

June  14,  1759. 

ACCORDING  to  all  the  intelligence 
I have  received,  I ought  to  fuppofe  the  project 
of  our  enemies  is  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Glatz. 
Collect  your  forces  therefore,  my  friend,  chiefly 
on  the  fide  of  Franckenftein  ; that  you  may  be 
continually  ready  to  occupy  the  poft  of  Wartha. 

I write  to-day  to  Treikow,  that  he  may  fend 
you  the  battalion  of  Blarikenfee,  which  you  have 
always  had  with  you. 

N 2 


Billow 
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Biilow  muft  remain  in  his  poft,  till  the  grand 
army  of  the  enemy  fhall  be  determinate  in  its 
motions. 

Such  are  the  confequences  of  a defenfive  war; 
a hundred  thoufand  things  muft  be  thought  of, 
and  plans  laid  for  all  poffible  events. 

Ramin  may  return  to  Wartha,  fhould  you  fa 
think  proper. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ; I embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 

LETTER  LIX. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Franckenftein,  June  15,  1 7 59^ 

Th  E thirteen  battalions,  and  the  three 
regiments  of  cavalry,  will  be  this  day  ready, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  your  majefty. 

General  Ramin,  with  his  four  battalions,  will 
be  at  the  poft  of  Wartha  ; general  Bredow,  with 
the  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  at  Olberfdorf  and 
Peterwitz. 

General  Schenkendorf,  with  his  five  battalions 
and  the  Gerfdorf  huftars,  remains  near  general 
Biilow. 

General  Meyer,  with  his  dragoons  and  his  four 
battalions,  is  at  Frankenberg  and  Raumgarten. 

I am 
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I am  happy,  lire,  to  find  the  zeal,  the  probity, 
and  the  merit  of  D’O  are  known  to  you.  Peo- 
ple like  him  are  the  more  eftimable  becaufe  they 
are  uncommon.  He  will  follow  the  example 
of  Phocion,  fhould  he  ever  have  need  of  hem- 
loc. 

It  is  not  poflible,  fire,  for  me  to  fay  whether 
I fhall  hereafter  have  need  of  the  cuiraffiers ; 
fince  I know  not  whether  it  will  be  my  fate  to 
come  to  afrion  on  the  hills  or  in  the  plain.  I 
appeal  to  your  majefly’s  forefight ; if  it  be  your 
pleafure,  I will  detach  a regiment,  and  you  have 
Only  to  inform  me  what  route  it  is  to  take. 

L.  M,  FOUQUEL 


LETTER  LX. 

From  the  King „ 

Undated. 

I SHOULD  find  great  difficulty,  my 
dear  friend,  in  informing  you  what  fhall  happen, 
while  the  enemy  fhall  remain  inactive.  This  is 
a thing  impoffible  to  divine. 

I fee  that  the  end  which  he  promifes  to  him- 
felf,  by  his  operations,  is  to  take  Glatz.  ^ 

I divine  the  means  which  he  will  ufe,  to  ac- 
N 3 complilli 
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complifti  his  purpofe ; but,  as  thefe  means  are 
very  numerous,  I may  very  eafily  be  deceived. 
In  this  incertitude  it  is  difficult  to  predid,  and 
we  muft  wait  till  it  fhall  pleafe  his  high  excel- 
lence * to  declare  what  is  his  plan. 

I wait  with  patience  for  the  plan  of  which 
this  confecrated  animal  fhall  be  delivered. 

We  are  alert,  and  keep  our  ears  ered  in  our 
camp ; like  a greyhound  waiting  till  the  hare 
fhall  leave  her  form. 

I have  much  bad  news,  a colledion  of  tippling 
houfe  tales  of  the  enemy’s  army,  with  which  I 
fhall  net  trouble  you.  As  foon  as  I am  in- 
formed of  any  truths  I fhall  fend  you  intelligence. 

Fermer  advances,  like  the  regent  of  a coliege, 
followed  by  his  pedants.  Perhaps  the  Auftrians 
are  waiting  for  him  ; but,  be  it  as  it  may,  we 
fhall  be  obliged  to  find  means  to  relieve  our- 
felves  from  our  difficulties. 

I know  you  think  like  me,  and  I have  no- 
thing new  to  add. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC, 


•*  Marfhal  Daua. 


L E T- 
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LETTER  LXI. 

From  General  Fcuquet . 

SIRE,  Peterwitz,  June  24,  17 59* 

The  corps  yefterday  morning  occupied 
the  camp  near  Peterwitz,  on  land  which  is  not 
fown;  the  right  toward  Peterwitz,  and  the  left 
toward  Franckenftein,  having  Baumgarten  and 
Riegerfdorf  in  the  front. 

General  De  Ville,  finding  himfelf  (till  near 
Wildfchutz,  has  detached  fome  troops  from  his 
corps,  along  the  mountains,  toward  Landeck. 

Report  fays  this  detachment  confifts  of  five 
thoufand  men,  but  it  probably  is  not  fo  flrong. 

To  mafic  his  march,  he  caufed  fome  ulans 
and  cavalry  to  advance  as  far  as  Weiffwaffer, 
and  Reichftein. 

When  we  fentto  reconnoitre  them,  they  were 
feen  to  retreat  among  the  mountains ; but  they 
afterward  returned  to  their  pod.  They  have 
alfo  occupied  Patfchkau. 

According  to  advice  lent  by  general  Trefkow, 
as  well  as  by  lieutenant-colonel  Safs,  general 
Renard,  with  his  light  troops,  has  inclofed  Co- 
fel,  on  this  fide  and  beyond  the  Oder. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET 
N 4 


LET 
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LETTER  LXII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Peterwitz,  June  25,  1759. 

I WAIT  with  extreme  impatience  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  the  good  news,  for  which 
your  majefty  has  led  me  to  hope. 

Can  it  be  poffible,  fire,  that  the  fon  of  the  late 
Chriftian  * Chould  wifh  to  enter  the  lifts  ? 

Were  it  at  firftonly  on  his  own  frontiers,  that 
would  be  fomething.  The  firft  ftep  always  is 
produ&ive  of  another. 

I fend  the  tage-lijle*  to  your  majefty.  The 
brigades  of  Ramin,  Schenkendorf,  and  Btilow 
are  there  included.  There  are  only  a hundred 
and  forty-four  men  wanting,  of  the  calculation 
which  you,  fire,  have  made  of  fixty  thoufand ; 
including  the  battalion  of  Lattorf,  and  thofe  of 
Le  Noble  and  Liideritz. 

I hope  that  Tauenzien,  to  whom  I have  writ- 
ten, will  foon  render  them  complete. 

The  monats-liftes- j*  will  be  fent  to-morrow  to 
colonel  Krufemark. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

* Of  Denmark.  r Day-lift.  £ Monthly-lifts. 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXI1L 

From  the  King . 

Reich-Hennerfdorf,  Juae  25,  1759. 

I RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  25th  of 
June,  and  I thank  you  for  the  lifts  which  you 
have  fent  me.  I find,  according  to  this  account, 
including  officers,  fubalterns,  drummers,  and 
gunners,  that  the  fum  total  amounts  to  fixty- 
four  thoufand  men. 

The  enemy  has  marched,  or  at  leaft  he  has 
made  a motion,  to-day.  I feek  to  gain  intelli- 
gence, and  between  this  and  to-morrow  morning 
I fuppofe  I fhall  know  exa&ly  what  is  tranfa&ing. 
Nothing  prefles,  or  obliges  me  to  a6t  too  haftily. 

I am  not  certain  that  the  army  of  Daun  is  on 
the  march;  I only  know  that  a part  of  the  corps 
of  Laudohn  is  in  motion. 

We  muft  at  prefent  keep  in  continual  readi- 
nefs.  I expect  to  hear  from  you  of  the  motions 
of  De  Ville,  from  D’O  of  thofe  of  Harfch,  and 
from  Biilow  of  thofe  of  Beck.  When  1 fhall 
have  combined  the  whole,  I iliall  determine  on 
the  part  which  it  is  requifite  to  take. 

The  good  news  which  I imagine  I may  pre- 
dict to  you  will  never  come  from  Denmark. 

I I am 
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I am  not  yet  fufficiently  informed  of  who  it  is 
who  has  marched,  or  of  the  route  which  is  taken  : 
till  I have  difcovered  this  perfe&ly,  I (hall  not 
move ; efpecially  as,  though  the  enemy  be  in 
a&ion,  nothing  preffes  me. 

Your  report  of  the  24th  of  this  month  has 
been  given  me,  and  I fliould  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  detachment  of  general  De  Ville 
confift  of  horfe  or  of  foot. 

It  feems  to  me  that  a fortnight  may  yet  elapfe, 
before  the  enemy  will  begin  his  operations;  nor 
(hall  we  till  then  be  able  to  penetrate  his  real 
views. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LXIV. 

From  the  King, 

Reich-Hennerfdorf,  June  25,  r 759. 

Beck,  as  I am  informed,  wifhes  to  try 
his  fortune  on  the  fide  of  Billow.  But  do  not 
let  that  difturb  you  ; it  is  our  affair. 

I believe,  in  defpite  of  the  plans  of  Daun,  he 
will  find  himfelf  obliged  to  be  in  motion  by  the 
28th  or  the  30th. 


I (hall 
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I {hall  then  be  attentive  to  the  fil'd  dep  he 
{hall  take ; it  will  difcover  his  plan,  and  will  en- 
able me  to  write  pofitively  to  you,  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  will  be  neceffary  to  adt. 

Do  not  at  lead  accufe  me  of  being  either  rel- 
iefs or  impatient,  for  they  do  but  trifle  with  us. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LXV. 

From  Gentral  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Peterwitz,  June  26,  1759. 

The  corps  of  De  Ville  dill  occupies  the 
camp  near  Wildfchutz.  He  has  advanced  pods 
at  WeifTwaffer,  of  about  five  hundred  Croats, 
and  fome  huflars  and  ulans.  Patfchkau  is  dif- 
garnifhed  of  Audrian  troops,  and  is  vifited  by 
the  patroles  of  both  parties. 

It  is  faid  that  the  detachment,  fent  toward 
Landeck,  confids  of  infantry,  of  huflars,  and  of 
Croats.  Some  affirm  it  to  be  five  thoufand  drong, 
others  fay  three  thoufand. 

The  deferters  who  have  lad  arrived  depofe 
that  it  confids  only  of  three  battalions  ; but  they 
can  neither  name  what  battalions  nor  relate  any- 
thing with  certainty. 


The 
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The  forage  which  they  exa&,  in  upper  Silefia, 
fliould  be  colle&ed  at  Neuftadt. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  LXVL 


From  the  King . 

June  27,  1759. 

The  motion  of  the  enemy,  which  I men- 
tioned to  you  in  my  lad,  is  found  to  be  abfo- 
luteiy  falfe.  The  peafants  and  the  hemp-fellers 
had  fpread  it;  and  a heavy  rain  had  deceived 
our  patroles,  by  making  it  impoffible  for  them 
to  fee.  Some  officers  imagined  they  faw  things; 
that  did  not  exift,  and  their  fancy  fupplied  the 
place  of  truth. 

The  troops  of  the  foe  are  precifely  in  the 
place  where  they  were  ; there  has  not  been  any 
removal.  1 amufe  them  by  every  kind  of  tale, 
which  I fpread  according  to  my  pleafure  ; but  I 
forefee  fome  change  toward  the  conclufion  of 
the  month,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next. 

In  a few  days  I fhall  be  able  to  fend  you  great 
news.  The  enemy  had  propofed  to  begin  his 
operations  on  the  15th  of  July. 

I flatter  myfelf  his  plans  will  be  overthrown, 

and 
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and  that  he  will  be  obliged  to  form  more  than 
one,  before  the  elofe  of  the  campaign. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  LXVIL 
From  the  King . 

Reich-H^nnerfdorf,  June  29,  1759. 

The  enemy  marched  yefterday.  The 
grand  army  is  gone  to  Jung-Buntzlau.  Lau- 
dohn  is  encamped  at  Praufnitz.  Beck  fhould  be 
at  a place  called  Horzetz,  and  general  Harfch 
is  marched  to  Jaromirz.  Their  bakery  is  gone 
to  Teufchbrod. 

I freely  own  I can  with  difficulty  imagine  what 
all  this  can  mean.  ' 

In  the  mean  time  you  may  fend  fome  two 
hundred  dragoons,  and  as  manyhuffiars,  toGlatz, 
to  gain  further  intelligence. 

To-morrow  I {hall  fend  a van-guard  near, 
Trautenau,  that  I may  be  informed  of  what  is 
palling,  and  to  keep  thefe  people  in  check,  while 
this  (hall  continue. 

Dohna  has  marched  againft  the  Ruffians ; the 

latter, 
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latter,  who  have  thirty  thoufand  men,  are  divided 
into  three  corps. 

Dohna  has  marched  to  meet  that  in  the  centre, 
at  Nakal ; and,  as.  his  project  appears  to  me  to 
be  infallible,  I previoufly  announce  the  good 
news  which  muft  arrive. 

I have  juft  taken  Schatzlar,  where  we  have 
made  a captain  of  cavalry,  three  hufiars,  fome 
officers,  and  about  a hundred  pandours,  pri- 
foners. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LXVIII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

Peterwitz,  June  30,  1759* 

I CONGRATULATE  you,  fire,  on  the 
retreat  of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  of  the  advan- 
tage which  your  majefty  has  gained,  by  advanc- 
ing and  feizing  on  Schatzlar. 

If  you  are  unable  to  give  me  the  key  to  the 
enigma,  ftill  lefs  able  am  I to  divine  its  meaning. 

According  to  what  I conjecture,  however,  I 
fuppofe  marfhal  Daun  endeavours  to  remove 
5 * your 
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your  majefty  from  the  advantageous  poft  which 
you  occupy ; or  elfe  that  prince  Henry  has 
made  an  incurfion  into  Bohemia,  which  your 
majefty  muft  know  better  than  I. 

I immediately  detached  captain  Szaley,  with 
a hundred  and  twenty  huffars  and  two  hundred 
dragoons,  toward  the  county  of  Glatz  ; and  I 
have  provided  him  with  necefiary  directions,  re- 
lative to  the  intelligence  which  he  may  commu- 
nicate to  us. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  LXIX. 

From  the  King . 

June  30,  1759, 

I SEND  you  an  account  of  the  march 
which  the  enemy  has  made.  You  will  fee  what 
palpable  grofs  ftratagem  he  has  employed,  to 
draw  us  from  our  poft  ; but  he  will  not  fucceed. 

I this  day  have  fent  Wedel  to  Trautenau,  to 
obferve  him,  and  to  obtain  intelligence  of  what 
he  is  doing;  and  have  ordered  Seidlitz  to  ad- 
vance to  Lahn,  to  take  the  detachment  of  the 
enemy  which  marches  through  Bshmifch-Eiche. 

I have  fuppofed  it  was  neceflary  to  inform 

you 
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you  of  all  this,  that  you  might  be  perfe&ly  ac- 
quainted with  every  thing  that  paffies. 

Billow  being  in  this  fituation,  and  of  no  ufe 
at  Tannhaufen,  I have  fent  for  him  to  come 
here ; leaving  however  the  free  battalion,  and 
colonel  Gerfdorf,  at  the  fame  poll,  with  orders  to 
make  his  reports  td  you  and  to  me. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.  As  foon  as  I fhali 
hear  any  thing  worth  communicating,  I will  im- 
mediately fend  you  word. 

I embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  LXX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Peterwitz,  July  I,  17590 

A F T E R all  the  motions  which  the  Au- 
flrians  have  juft  made,  I think  that  of  two  things 
they  will  choofe  one,  or  perhaps  both  at  once ; 
that  is,  they  will  march  in  full  force  toward  Sax- 
ony, or  detach  a corps  toward  the  march  of 
Brandenburg. 

All  will  go  well,  provided  Dohna  can  but 
foon  vanquilh  the  Ruffians. 

According  to  the  report  of  deferters,  from  the 

corps 
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corps  of  De  Ville,  they  have  within  thefe  eight 
days  received  there  thirty  cannon,  twelve  fix 
and  three  pounders,  and  five  howitzers,  but  no 
mortars. 

JL.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  LXXI. 

From  the  King . 

July  2,  1759. 

We  muft  not  be  fo  very  impatient,  my 
dear  general.  The  project  of  Daun  was  in  con- 
junction with  the  Manoeuvres  which  the  Ruffians 
were  to  make;  but  I fuppofe  that  Dohna  yefter- 
day  overthrew  one  of  the  Ruffian  corps.  Of  this 
however  I cannot  gain  information  before  the  3d, 
or  the  4th. 

The  grand  plan  of  Daun  will  thus  be  wholly 
deranged.  He  marches  for  Reichenberg  ; Jah- 
nus  is  at  Praufnitz,  Harfch  at  Jaromirz,  and 
Beck  at  Skalitz. 

I have  fent  Seidlitz  to  Lahn;  the  enemy  will 
take  the  road  of  Marck-Liffa. 

I have  two  principal  points  to  attend  to ; the 
one  is  to  cover  Landlhut,  the  other  is  to  prevent 
them  from  cutting  me  off  from  Glatz.  This  is 
what  occupies  me  at  prefent : the  thing  is  very 

vol.  xiii.  O difficult. 
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difficult,  but  I muft  neverthelefs  endeavour  to 
accomplifli  my  tafk. 

The  cannon  of  De  Ville  are  only  field  artil- 
lery. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LXXII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Peterwitz,  July  2;  1759. 

THE  three  regiments  of  horfe  of  Seidlitz, 
Bredow,  and  Wafold,  are  on  their  march,  and 
will  to-day  enter  Bzegendorf,  near  Schweidnitz. 

The  detachments  of  the  margrave  Henry, 
and  of  Ramin,  have  in  like  manner  retreated, 
and  will  to-day  march  as  far  as  Hohen-Gierf- 
dorf ; to-morrow  they  will  be  at  Landfhut. 

Captain  Szaley,  with  a hundred  and  twenty 
of  the  Gerfdorf  huflars,  and  the  detachment  of 
two  hundred  dragoons,  which  were  fent  two  days 
ago  to  Glatz,  have  likewife  received  orders  to 
return  to  their  regiments. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXIIL 

From  the  King . 

JuIy  3»  J759* 

I H A V E received,  my  dear  general,  your 
report  of  the  2d  of  this  month.  You  did  ex- 
ceedingly well  to  fend  me  the  regiments  entire, 
according  to  what  I myfelf  wrote ; for  were  they 
weakened,  by  detachments,  they  would  not  ren- 
der any  very  effential  fervice. 

You  have  the  regiment  of  Werner,  which  you 
may  employ  for  neceffary  detachments. 

General  Laudohn  is  arrived  at  Reichenberg, 
and  there  has  joined  general  Wehla. 

I imagine  I (hall  be  informed  to-day  whether 
the  grand  army  be  to  follow  general  Laudohn, 
or  whether  it  be  (till  to  remain  near  Jung-Buntz- 
3au. 

Should  this  be  fo,  we  muft  proceed  very  can- 
tioufly ; over  hafle  might  be  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous. I exped  precife  intelligence  from  lieu- 
tenant-colonel  D’O,  whether  there  be  or  be  not 
any  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Jaromirz. 

Our  men  yefterday  went  as  far  as  KcenigfhofF, 
where  they  found  about  eight  or  ten  regiments. 

Beck  remains  near  Arnau;  for  which  reafon 
O z I think 
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1 think  it  will  not  be  very  difficult  for  lieutenant- 
colonel  D’O  to  dilcover  whether  general  Harfch 
have  left  any  forces  in  his  rear,  near  Jaromirz, 
or  whether  his  whole  corps  have  marched  with 
him  to  KoenigfhofF.  It  is  very  neceflary  I fhould 
know  all  this,  for  the  regulation  of  my  conduct ; 
for,  as  foon  as  I perceive  the  enemy  approach- 
ing Kcenigfhoff,  and  that  his  greateft  ftrength  is 
on  the  march  toward  Friedland,  it  will  in  that 
cafe  be  neceflary  for  you  to  call  in  the  battalions, 
which  are  in  the  province  of  Glatz. 

Should  I be  obliged  to  join  D’O,  you  will 
again  encamp  near  Landfhut,  in  the  place  that 
you  before  occupied ; but,  before  you  undertake 
any  thing,  wait  for  more  pofitive  orders. 

I embrace  you. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  LXXIV. 

From  the  King < 

July  4,  1759. 

As  I am  at  prefent  certain  that  the  Au- 
ftrian  forces  have  turned  on  the  fide  of  Koenigf- 
hoff,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take  our  arrange- 
ments as  follow  :: 


You 
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You  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  call  in  to  you 
all  the  Ramin  brigade,  and  to  march  io  as  to 
be  here  on  the  7th. 

. There  is  a thing  I have  at  heart,  and  which 
you  may  further  execute ; this  will  be  to  fend 
Le  Noble  to  Scharffeneck  and  to  Politz,  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  fortifications  of  thefe  gentry  at  Hut- 
berg  ; and  on  his  return  he  may  ruin  all  the  re- 
doubts, and  abatis,  which  have  been  thrown  up 
near  Bcrgicht,  and  Wernerfdorf. 

I take  thefe  previous  precautions  in  order 
that,  having  deftroyed  all  thefe  polls,  be  it  fup- 
pofed  that  the  enemy  fhould  wifh  to  undertake 
the  fiege  of  Glatz,  our  entrance  on  the  fide  of 
Braunau  may  be  free, 

I (hall  depart  from  this  place  to-morrow,  for 
Lahn,  with  my  main  van-guard,  and  I will 
leave  you  four  battalions  remaining  here  ; that 
is,  the  brigade  of  Schenkendorf,  with  the  free 
battalions  of  Angenelli  and  of  Liideritz. 

The  poll  that  I have  occupied  with  the  army 
will  not  fuit  you,  becaufe  its  extent  is  too  great, 
and  I imagine  you  will  reaflume  your  former 
redoubts,  I (hall  leave  you  here,  to-morrow, 
fome  howitzers  and  artillery. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

03 


P,  S, 
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P.  S.  The  forces  of  the  enemy  being  at 
Koeniglhoff,  you  muft  of  neceffity  come  here. 
You  may  march  this  evening. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LXXV. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Peterwitz,  July  4,  1759. 

According  to  your  majefly’s  or- 
ders, I have  this  day  called  in  the  brigade  of 
Ramin.  To-morrow  at  break  of  day  I lhall  de- 
part, and  on  the  6th  I fhall  be  with  the  van- 
guard at  Landfhut ; the  corps  will  follow,  and 
will  arrive  there  on  the  7th. 

The  patroles,  who  have  been  at  WeiflwafTer, 
relate  that  the  corps  of  De  Ville  has  this  day 
left  the  camp  of  Wildfchiitz,  and  has  dire&ed 
its  march  toward  Goldenftein. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LET. 
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LETTER  LXXVI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Waldenburg,  July  5,  1759. 

I HAVE  juft  arrived  here,  with  two  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers  and  fome  huftars ; to-mor- 
row, about  noon,  I (hall  be  at  Landfhut.  The 
corps,  which  to-day  is  in  the  environs  of  Leut- 
mannfdorf,  will  take  up  its  quarters  here  to- 
morrow ; and  the  day  after,  the  feventh,  will  be 
at  the  camp  of  Landfhut. 

After  the  receipt  of  your  majefty’s  letter,  I 
immediately  fent  Le  Noble,  with  his  battalion, 
toward  Braunau  and  Politz,  to  deftroy  the  aba- 
tis and  entrenchments  of  the  Auftrians  in  thofe 
parts.  He  was  accompanied  by  a hundred  of 
the  Werner  huftars. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  LXXVII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Land/hut,  the  7th  and  8th  of  July,  17^9. 

I ARRIVED  here  yefterday  morning,  at 
eight  o’clock,  with  my  vanguard;  the  whole 
corps  occupied  the  camp  this  day  at  noon. 

O 4 Yefterday, 
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Yefterday,  more  of  the  Auftrians  entered 
Schatzlar,  and  the  whole  corps  of  De  Ville  has 
taken  its  route  toward  Freywalde. 

I keep  up  a continual  correfpondence  with 
general  Trefkow,  and  lieutenant-colonel  D’O. 
They  both  wrote  to  me  yefterday,  telling  me 
that  which  the  firft  related  to  your  majefty,  con* 
cerning  general  de  Ville,  and  which  is  further 
confirmed  by  other  intelligence.  It  is  added 
that  the  fame  corps  is  to  form  a jundion  with 
general  Harfch. 

It  is  affirmed  that  a part  of  the  corps  of  this 
general  has  advanced  as  far  as  Trautenau. 

I wait  more  certain  information,  from  the 
exprefs  which  has  been  fent. 

L.  M,  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  LXXVIII. 
From  the  King. 


MY  DEAR  GENERAL, 


The  camp  near  Lahn, 
July  io,  1759. 


I HAVE  received  your  report  of  the 
Sth  of  July,  and  I perceive  at  prefent  that  J 
aded  with  great  propriety,  in  fending  you  the 
regiment  of  N eifs ; becaufe  nothing  will  pafs  on 
your  fide ; and,  in  cafe  troops  were  there  necef- 

fary3 
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fary,  we  fhall  continually  have  the  road  open, 
to  fend  them  to  that  town. 

Daun  is  at  Marck-Liffa,  Laudohn  near 
Greiffenberg.  I fhall  be  obliged  to  affemble 
all  my  forces,  to  give,  them  battle ; therefore 
about  the  time  of  conflict,  which  I refer  to  the 
15th,  I fhall  be  unable  to  afford  you  any  af- 
fiftance. 

According  to  my  eftimate,  De  Ville  has  ten 
thoufand,  and  Harfch  twelve  thoufand  men  ; 
and  you,  with  the  reinforcement  of  the  regiment 
of  Mofel,  will  have  nearly  nineteen  thoufand; 
with  whom,  by  the  goodnefs  of  your  poft,  you 
may  be  able  to  oppofe  your  enemy. 

I am  your  very  affectionate  king. 

FREDERIC, 


letter  lxxix. 

From  General  Fouquel . 

SIRE,  Landihut,  July  9,  1759. 

COLONEL  Le  Noble  is  this  morning 
arrived  in  our  camp,  from  his  expedition  to 
Friedland. 

He  has  deftroyed  all  the  fortifications,  and 
abatis,  which  he  found  in  the  vicinage  of  Politz, 
Hutberg,  Potifch,  and  Bergicht. 


But 
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But  more  than  two  thoufand  pandours,  and 
huffars,  having  yefterday  appeared,  on  the 
heights  of  Politz,  and  fome  parties  of  the 
enemy  advancing  as  far  as  Wernerfdorf,  to 
cut  off  his  retreat  on  the  fide  of  Halbftadt,  he 
withdrew  laft  night,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon 
a redoubt,  from  which  the  enemy  drove  the 
workmen. 

From  Friedland,  news  is  brought  that  four 
hundred  pandours,  dragoons,  and  huffars,  were 
there  feen,  this  morning,  who  have  feized  on 
the  burgomafter  and  two  fenators,  becaufe  they 
were  unable  immediately  to  bring  them  the 
quantity  of  wine,  brandy,  and  meat,  which 
they  demanded. 

Ten  of  twelve  regiments  are  encamped  near 
Trautenau,  under  the  command  of  general 
Harfch,  who  arrived  there  on  the  6th. 

People  from  Starckftadt  have  affirmed  that 
yefterday  a corps  paffed  through  Starckftadt,  on 
its  march  to  Politz. 

From  thefe  reports  it  appears  that  the  corps 
of  Harfch  is  approaching  us. 

This  intelligence  is  juft  confirmed,  by  a letter 
which  general  Jahnus  yefterday  fent  me,  from 
Schatzlar,  by  trumpet. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET 
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LETTER  LXXX. 


From  the  King . 


MY  DEAR  GENERAL, 


The  camp  of  Schenk-Seiffen, 
July  10,  1759. 


I H AV  E received  your  report  of  the  9th 
of  this  month,  and  it  is  at  prefent  neceffary  that 
you  fhould  think  of  fome  means  to  drive  the 
pandours  and  huffars  out  of  thefe  countries, 
that  they  may  be  prevented  from  taking  us  in 
flank. 

It  feems  to  me  the  enemy  would  have  no 
great  inclination  to  advance,  were  you  to  oppofe 
him  by  even  a feeble  poll. 

I am,  &c. 

It  is  requifite  you  fhould  a&  with  a little  more 
malice,  and  not  permit  the  enemy  to  take  up  his 
quarters  under  your  nofe,  at  Friedland. 


FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LXXXI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  10,  17 59* 

The  pod  that  the  corps  occupies  is  well 
fituated,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  maintain  it- 
c * felf 
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felf  againlb  general  Harfch.  Should  he  fend  a 
detachment  on  the  fide  of  Braunau,  and  Fried- 
land,  circumftances  will  not  admit  of  his  being 
oppofed  by  another  detachment,  nor  of  a fepara- 
tion  of  the  corps  ; fuch  detachment  being  con- 
tinually expofed  to  be  cut  off,  I mud  neceffarily 
fend  reinforcements'. 

However,  in  purfuance  of  your  majefty’s  or- 
ders, I have  polled  three  hundred  men  of  the 
free  battalions,  and  a hundred  huffars,  near 
Friedland,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Liideritz. 

I learn,  from  different  accounts,  that  the  party 
of  the  enemy,  which  yefterday  was  at  Friedland, 
is  retired  on  the  fide  of  Schcemberg,  and  that  it 
yefterday  received  a reinforcement  of  horfe  and 
foot. 

An  exprefs  brings  intelligence  that  the  fron 
tier  villages,  fituated  in  the  diftridl  of  Braunau, 
Aderfbach,  Merkelfdorf,  Wackelfdorf,  Wernerf- 
dorf,  Neuforge,  Halbftadt,  and  Rupperfdorf,  are 
occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Three  Auftrian  huffars  have  this  morning 
announced,  at  Schcpmberg,  that  a battalion  of 
pandours  and  four  hundred  huffars,  who  were 
at  Bartelfdorf,  will  this  day  enter  that  place. 

It  is  further  reported,  from  Liebau,  that  the 
Auftrians  who  are  polled  at  Rehhorn  are  con- 
tinually reinforced. 


jL  M.  FOUQUET, 
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From  the  King. 

July  II,  1759. 

You  wifh,  my  dear  general,  to  draw  the 
enemy  into  a fnare;  but  you  deceive  yourfelf : 
he  will  not  attack,  but  means  to  blockade  you. 

You  mult  a£t  a little  fpitefully ; and,  on  the  firffc 
opportunity,  fall  on  fome  corps  which  is  ill  polled, 
and  take  him  fomewhat  rudely  by  the  ears. 

I am  to-day  allured  that  Daun  is  entrenching 
himfelf  near  Marck-Lilfa ; I cannot  tell  why, 
for  I certainly  have  no  intention  to  attack  him 
there. 

Should  the  enemy  mean  to  penetrate  with  all 
his  forces  through  Friedland,  march  on  his 
rear.  You  have  the  road  open  through  Con- 
radfwalde,  and  you  have  the  heights  of  Fried- 
land  in  the  woods,  as  far  as  Cider. 

You  can  effeft  nothing  at  Rehhorn;  but  the 
cafe  is  very  different  on  the  fide  of  Schcemberg. 

In  fine,  I leave  you  to  a&  as  you  fhall  your- 
felf think  proper,  and  I only  communicate  my 
ideas,  becaufe  the  ground  in  thofe  parts  is  well 
known  to  me. 

I am  here  in  a very  ftrong  camp,  and  in  cafe 
of  neceflity  am  able  to  detach  four  battalions 
and  ten  fquadrons,  and  yet  not  fuffer  more  or 

lefs 
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lefs  than  a hundred  thoufand  men  to  infult  me  : 
be  under  no  fears  therefore  for  me. 

The  Ruffians  cry  like  children  : the  poor 
babies  have  not  above  forty  thoufand  men ; and 
Dohna,  as  it  is  affirmed,  will  not  fuffer  them  to 
move. 

Report  fays  Daun  means  to  fend  a detach- 
ment to  their  aid,  through  Lufatia ; but  it  is 
forgotten  that  my  brother  is  ready  to  cut  down 
this  detachment,  previous  to  its  arrival. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  LXXXIII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfliut,  July  13,  1759. 

I AM  this  moment  informed,  from  Schcem- 
berg,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Auftrians  to 
advance,  to-morrow,  in  three  columns,  and  at- 
tack the  poft  which  I occupy. 

One  of  thefe  columns  is  to  march  through 
Friedland,  another  through  Schoemberg,  and 
•the  third  through  Liebau. 

The  frontier  villages  are  full  of  huffiars,  ulans, 
and  pandours. 


Lieutenant- 
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Lieutenant-colonel  Liideritz  fends  me  intelli- 
gence from  Friedland  that  more  than  two  thou- 
sand men,  confiding  of  huffars,  pandours,  and 
Hungarian  infantry,  are  advancing  to  attack 
him  : I have  fent  him  orders  to  retreat,  and  not 
to  wait  their  attack. 

I will  give  them  the  beft  reception  in  my 
power,  fhould  they  come  hither. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  LXXXIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  14,  1759. 

The  refult  of  all  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
Auftrians  is  that  yefterday,  about  fix  in  the 
evening,  they  attacked  the  poft  of  Friedland, 
on  three  fides  at  once. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Liideritz  was  advertifed  of 
their  arrival. 

Though  I told  him  by  word  of  mouth,  and 
wrote  to  the  fame  effect,  to  him  and  to  captain 
Rofenkrantz,  that,  fhould  they  be  attacked  by 
a ftrong  party  of  the  enemy,  they  muft  retire 
through  the  woods  ; he  neverthelefs  determined 
to  wait  their  attack,  in  his  poft,  and  to  defend 
himfelf. 


The 
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The  Auftrians  made  their  attack  fuddenly, 
in  front,  and  on  the  two  flanks ; they  have  en- 
tirely difperfed  the  detachment  of  three  hundred 
men  of  the  free  battalions,  and  have  made  many 
prifoners.  Few  of  our  men  are  yet  come  in, 
and  report  fays  colonel  Liideritz  is  fallen. 

The  detachment  of  huffars,  under  captain 
Rofenkrantz,  is  almofl  entirely  here ; no  more 
than  fix  men  are  miffing. 

L.  M.  FOUQUE To 


LETTER  LXXXV. 

From  the  King . 

The  camp  of  Schmottfeiffen, 
July  17,  1759. 

I AM  vexed,  my  dear  general,  to  hear, 
from  your  report  of  the  12th  of  this  month,  that 
your  orders  were  fo  ill  executed  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Liideritz,  in  his  poll  near  Friedland. 

Do  not  by  any  means  fuffer  the  foe  to  occupy 
this  poft ; it  is,  on  the  contrary,  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  drive  him  to  a diftance  from  you. 

You  may  fall  upon  him  in  flank,  by  the  road 
of  Conradfwalde,  and  fend  him  to  take  the  air 
fomewhere  elfe. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  enemy  made  you 

believe 
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believe  he  meant  to  attack  you  to-day,  that  he 
might  prevent  you  from  fuccouring  the  pod  near 
Friedland* 

By  this  accident,  the  two  free  battalions  of 
Wiede  are,  beyond  a doubt,  rendered  inadtive 
for  two  or  three  months.  Open  a road  to  the 
free  battalions,  and  ruin  every  other  paflage,  fo 
that  they  may  not  be  attacked  in  the  rear. 

I have  left  only  a hundred  men  in  this  poll, 
that  they  may  retreat  with  the  greater  eafe. 

I am,  &c. 

Revenge  mud  abfolutely  be  taken,  and  this 
ftain  walked  away  in  the  blood  of  the  enemy. 

FREDERIC* 


LETTER  LXXXVL 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  15,  1759* 

The  Austrians,  not  having  occupied  the 
pod  of  Friedland,  retired  the  day  before  yeder- 
day  to  their  frontier  villages,  Merkelfdorf,  Ad- 
lerlbach,  Weckelfdorf,  and  Wernerfdorf. 

I cannot  prevent  them  from  fending  their 
patroles  as  far  as  the  environs  of  Friedland  ; but 
P your 
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your  majefty  may  reft  perfuaded  I will  not  fuffer 
them  to  occupy  this  poft,  and  that  I will  feize 
any  opportunity  in  which  I may  be  enabled  to 
ftrike  fome  effectual  blow. 

Should  however  a detachment  of  the  enemy 
endeavour  to  penetrate  near  Friedland,  and  to 
march  among  the  mountains,  I (hall  offer  no 
oppofition,  but  (hall  endeavour  to  cut  off  their 
retreat.- 

Of  the  detachment  of  free  battalions,  two 
officers,  five  fubalterns,  and  a hundred  and  forty 
men  are  arrived  here;  perhaps  there  are  many 
more  dill  concealed  among  the  mountains* 
The  fix  miffing  huftars  have  alfo  made  their 
appearance. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  LXXXVIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Lan-dfnut,  July  1 6,  1759* 

I F the  enemy  begin  to  entrench  himfelf, 
and  draw  parallels  on  the  fide  of  your  majefty, 
his  demonftrations  here  are  of  a very  different 
nature. 

Labourers  are  commanded  on  my  right,  to- 
ward Kolben  and  the  Gramtzbauden,  oppofite 

Schmiedeberg, 
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Schmiedeberg,  to  open  the  abatis ; and  the 
Auftrians  have  fpread  a report  that  they  mean 
to  penetrate  on  this  fide. 

Jahnus  and  Simbfchen  are  at  Golden-Elfc, 
Schatzlar,  and  thofe  environs;  from  whence  the 
firft  has  fent  me  a letter,  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Liideritz,  who  is  a prifoner  at  Trautenau,  where 
Harfch  and  De  Ville  hold  their  quarters,  with 
the  greateft  part  of  their  forces. 

They  have  received  a reinforcement  of  artil- 
lery there,  of  thirty  pieces.  They  have  detached 
a regiment  of  dragoons,  and  two  battalions  of 
pandours,  who  remain  on  the  frontiers  of  Mer- 
kelfdorf  and  Weckeifdorf.  They  begin  to  open 
the  roads  to  drag  cannon  thither,  and  to  repair 
the  abatis  and  the  entrenchments  which  Le 
Noble  had  in  part  deftroyed,  and  to  fend  their 
patroles  as  far  as  the  environs  of  Friedland. 

I went  this  morning  beyond  Schoemberg,  to- 
ward Bertelfdorf  and  Adlerfbach,  in  order  to 
reconnoitre ; and  I found  there  were  no  means 
of  accomplifhing  my  purpofe.  We  difcovered 
polls  of  dragoons,  huffars,  and  pandours,  on 
the  hills ; but  none  of  them  defcended  in  pur- 
fuit  of  us. 

From  thefe  manoeuvres  I imagine,  fire,  they 
are  endeavouring  to  induce  me  to  make  detach- 
ments, that  they  may  afterward  attack  this  poll 

F 2 with 
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with  their  whole  force,  for  which  I have  no  a p~ 
prehenfions,  while  it  (hall  be  occupied  by  the 
corps  which  is  now  there. 

The  regiment  of  Mofel  arrived  this  morning? 

L.  M.  FOUQUET* 


LETTER  LXXXVIII. 

From  the  King . 

The  camp  of  Schmottfeiffcrrtf 
July  18,  1759. 

I H AV  E received  your  report  of  the 
i6th  of  this  month.  After  having  calculated 
the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  and  made  full  al- 
lowance for  all  his  forces,  I cannot  make  the 
total  of  his  corps  amount  to  more  than  eighteen 
thoufand  men  : now,  a corps  of  nineteen  thou- 
fand  men  defending  itfelf  againft  eighteen  thou- 
fand, in  a good  poll,  certainly  ought  to  find 
£Teat  advantages. 

I know  your  pofition,  becaufe  I was  there 
long  enough,  and  have  fludied  the  ground  mi- 
nutely. You  can  neither  attack  the  poll  of 
Schatzlar  nor  that  of  Trautenau;  nor  can  you 
penetrate  through  Altdorff ; it  is  a murderous 
pafs. 

The  enemy  has  fo  entirely  deftroyed  the  road 

which 
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which  leads  to  Bcchmifch-Johrfdorf,  by  the 
large  hewn  (tones  which  they  have  ftrewed  over 
it,  that  you  cannot  pafs  them ; unlefs  the  huf- 
fars  fhould  alight  and  lead  their  horfes. 

The  pod  of  Bergicht  might  be  taken,  but  it 
would  cod  many  men,  and  the  game  will  not 
pay  the  expence  of  cards. 

You  have  nothing  for  it  but  ambufcades  ,*  but 
they  mud  be  drong,  in  order  that,  fhould  the 
enemy  make  any  attempt,  as  he  will  not  fail  to 
do,  you  may  give  a good  account  of  him. 

Should  any  troops  come  on  the  fide  of  Pafs, 
they  mud  immediately  be  attacked  in  the  rear. 

You  are  dronger  in  infantry  than  thefe  gen- 
try; their  cavalry  will  fcarcely  be  able  to  ad  in 
any  part  of  that  country.  Should  they  approach 
with  two  thoufand  men,  make  a detachment  of 
four  thoufand  on  their  rear. 

The  ambufcades  which  may  be  laid  for  them 
are,  on  the  road  which  leads  from  Liebau  to 
Lindenau,  in  the  hollow  way  of  the  fourteen 
Nothhelfer,  the  environs  of  Scherffenberg,  and 
in  the  woods  which  are  on  the  fide  of  Fri^d- 
land. 

You  are  necefiarily  obliged  to  have  fome 
moveable  pods. 

For  example,  you  cannot  difpcnfe  with  hav- 
ing fome  on  the  heights  befide  Weifsbach. 

f 3 Ut 
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Let  thefe  polls  be  well  informed  that  they  ar£ 
placed  there  only  to  give  intelligence;  and  that 
any  officer,  who  (hould  unfeafonably  wait  till  the' 
enemy  might  come  up,  would  be  tried  by  a 
council  of  war,  and  punifhed. 

That  you  may  well  underftand  the  plan  of  the 
enemy,  and  of  hjs  entrenchments,  I will  explain 
the  affair  to  you. 

Daun  has  ordered  Gemingen  to  join  him,  who 
had  been  detached  with  about  feven  thoufand 
men  to  the  army  of  the  Empire;  and  he  has 
caufed  an  entrenched  camp  to  be  thrown  up, 
between  Lauban  and  Marck-Liffa,  which  camp 
I believe  he  will  enter  this  evening. 

Though  Dohna  has  behaved  very  ill,  in  coun- 
teracting the  Ruffians,  his  paffage  of  the  Wartha 
has  occafioned  Soltikow  to  cry  aloud,  imagining 
himfelf  to  be  cut  off  from  Thorn.  He  calls 
with  all  his  might  for  fuccours. 

The  court  of  Vienna  has  determined  to  fend 
a detachment  of  thirteen  thoufand  men  to  his  aid. 

Laudohn  is  to  command  this  detachment,  and 
is  to  march  through  Sagan  for  Croffen,  there  to 
pafs  the  Oder,  and  thus  endeavour  to  join  the 
Ruffians. 

I yefterday  detached  the  prince  of  Wirtem- 
bcrg,  with  fix  battalions,  two  regiments  of  dra- 
goons, and  the  huffars  of  Buntzlau, 


My 
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My  brother  Henry  will  immediately  march  for 
Sagan,  to  difturb  this  detachment  on  its  road, 
and  fend  it  back  to  air  itfelf  the  way  it  came. 

While  Daun  fhall  continue  at  Lauban,  and  I 
(hall  keep  my  camp  here ; I fhall  be  fufficiently 
in  force  to  maintain  my  fituation. 

But  fhould  Laudohn  be  beaten,  and  fent  back, 
I imagine  he  will  endeavour  to  enter  Silefia  on 
this  (ide.  Should  that  happen  before  the  prince 
of  Wirtemberg  can  join  me,  I (hall  be  obliged 
to  borrow  three  battalions  of  infantry,  and  a re- 
giment of  dragoons  from  you ; of  which  I pledge 
myfelf  to  make  good  ufe. 

But  (hould  Daun  think  proper  to  remain  in  his 
entrenchments,  I will  not  afk  you  for  fo  much  as 
a drummer. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

At  prefent  you  perceive,  my  friend,  what  is 
the  affair  in  queftion.  Daun  will  undertake  no- 
thing ; at  lead  not  till  he  has  difentangled  the 
Ruffians,  which  I flatter  myfelf  I fhall  prevent 
him  from  effedling. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  or  perhaps  Defpair,  will 
then  oblige  him  to  take  other  meafures. 

FREDERIC. 
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LETTER  LXXXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet , 

SIRE,  Landfliut,  July  17,  1759s 

I BELIEVE  a general  attack  is  here  in^ 
tended ; and  that  it  will  be  attempted  by  Harfch, 
De  Ville,  and  Jahnus, 

Jahnus  arrived  this  very  night,  at  eleven 
o’clock,  near  Schoemberg  and  Liebau,  with  a 
corps  of  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  two  thou- 
fand  pandours,  four  fquadrons  of  hu  fiats,  a pulk 
of  ulans,  the  regiment  of  Birkenfeld  cuirafiiers, 
the  regiments  of  Modena,  Saxe- Gotha,  and  the 
Saint  Ignon  dragoons,  and  a fquadron  of  prince 
Charles’s  dragoons. 

I went  to  reconnoitre  them  this  morning,  and 
I pufhed  forward,  on  one  fide,  beyond  Liebau 
and  Ditterfbach,  and  on  the  other  from  Grufiau 
as  far  as  Ullerfdorf ; where  he  fupported  his  left 
among  the  hills  of  Ullerfdorf,  and  his  right  be- 
hind Schoemberg. 

My  projed  was  to  attack  him  on  his  left  to- 
morrow ; but  he  continues  his  march  in  two  co- 
lumns, the  firft  through  Peterfdorf  and  Bertelf- 
dorf,  toward  Schoemberg;  and  the  other  through 
Schatzlar,  toward  Liebau. 


The 
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The  detachment  that  was  between  Merkelf- 
dorf  and  Weckelfdorf,  behind  Friedland,  is  ad- 
vanced to-day,  and  has  taken  poft  near  Conradf- 
walde. 

By  thefe  difpofitions,  I find  myfelf  rather  un- 
der reftraint.  I will  endeavour  to-morrow  to 
reconnoitre,  and  learn  what  is  to  be  done,  and 
to  profit  by  any  opportunity  that  fhall  offer. 

JL.  M.  FOUQUE  T 


LETTER  XC. 


From  the  King . 

July  1 8,  1759, 

In  all  probability  the  demonstration  of 
the  enemy,  in  marching  to  Liebau,  Schosmberg, 
and  Conradfwalde,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
bravado. 

I am  of  opinion  that  Harfch  will  not  attack 
yon,  but  will  retreat  after  to-morrow. 

Thefe  people  are  not  fufficiently  in  force  to 
infult  a pofl  fo  formidable  as  yours. 

The  whole  was  an  intention  to  oblige  me  to 
fend  a detachment  to  you,  and  not  to  fend  any 
againft  Laudohn,  who  departed  yeflerday  even- 
ing for  Sagau. 

Ths 
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The  prince  of  Wirtemberg  will  be  before 
him,  nor  will  I take  one  of  the  Reps  which  it  is 
Daun’s  wifli  I fhould  take. 

Adieu,  my  friend  ; you  will  have  an  excel- 
lent affair  with  the  rear-guard  of  thefe  folks. 

With  refped  to  thofe  at  Schcemberg,  you 
muft  only  follow  them  a little  beyond  Schcem- 
berg, and  not  fo  far  as  Bertelfdorf ; and  thofe 
from  Liebau  as  far  as  the  crofs,  and  Schwartz- 
waffer,  by  the  two  eminences  that  Band  by  the 
gibbet  of  Liebau,  and  the  heights  on  the  left  of 
Ditterfbach.  With  refpe£t  to  thofe  at  Conradf- 
walde  you  may  treat  them  worfe  than  the  others. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general ; this  is  all  I have  to 
fay  to  you. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  I hear  that  you  tell  every  body  the 
enemy  is  forty  thoufand  ftrong,  which  difpleafes 
me  much  ; firft  becaufe  it  is  not  true — he  is  only 
eighteen  thoufand  ftrong ; and  again  becaufe 
we  muft  not  intimidate  our  men,  who  are  but 
too  timid  of  themfelyes. 


LET 
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LETTER  XCL 
Frpm  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  18,  1759* 

The  combined  corps  of  generals  Harfch, 
De  Ville,  Jahnus,  and  Simbfchen,  are  all  polled 
near  Schcemberg  ; the  rear-guard  arrived  there 
this  night. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  deferters,  the 
amount  of  this  corps  ought  to  be  forty  thoufand 
men,  and  perhaps  provided  with  a train  of  fixty 
pieces  of  artillery. 

According  to  my  ellimate,  it  cannot  amount 
to  more  than  thirty  thoufand  men. 

To-day,  at  two  in  the  morning,  I began  to 
march  with  the  free  battalions,  and  two  batta- 
lions of  grenadiers,  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition 
of  the  enemy  ; but  a thick  fog,  which  continued 
till  nine  o'clock,  would  not  permit  me  to  make 
an  exadt  difcovery  of  their  camp. 

The  advanced  polls  of  their  left  wing  have 
been  repulfed  as  far  as  their  camp,  and  a few  of 
them  were  taken. 

The  grenadiers  and  two  thoufand  pandours 
marched  to  fupport  them  ; but,  it  not  being  my 
intention  to  lkirmifh  with  them,  we  retreated  to 
pur  camp  in  good  order. 


Some 
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Some  deferters  have  reported  that  the  inten- 
tion of  general  Harfch  was  to  attack  us  in  our 
poll,  to-morrow  ; others,  on  the  contrary,  ima- 
gine his  defign  is  to  cut  off  the  communication 
of  our  corps  with  Schweidnitz. 

The  detachment,  which  advanced  as  far  as 
Conradfwalde,  flill  remains  polled  at  that  place, 
and  is  faid  to  have  been  reinforced  by  three  re- 
giments of  Saxon  dragoons. 

Should  they  make  any  detachments,  to  cut 
off  our  communication  with  Schweidnitz,  I do 
not  find  myfelf  flrong  enough  to  detach  in  op- 
pofition  to  them,  without  weakening  myfelf  on 
one  fide  or  on  the  other. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  XCII. 

From  the  King. 


July  20,  I75f. 

The  enemy  has  made  many  motions  on 
this  fide,  but  I cannot  pofitively  tell  you  yet 
what  is  his  intention. 

I am  therefore  obliged  to  ad  circumfpedly, 
that  I may  continue  in  force,  and  may  be  able 
to  fall  upon  the  corps,  fhould  he  make  any  at- 
tempt. 


Laudohn 
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Laudohn  has  been  detached.  I fent  after 
him  in  hade  ; he  retreated,  and  was  in  like 
manner  repulfed  by  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg. 

They  are  unable  to  cut  you  off from  Schweid- 
nitz.  Some  parties  gliding  among  the  moun- 
tains are  not  of  any  great  importance;  they  can 
do  no  harm.  We  muft  think  of  great  things, 
and  overlook  trifles. 

I will  almoft  engage  my  head  the  enemy  will 
not  attack  you  ; and,  fo  long  as  you  fhall  re- 
main in  your  prefent  pod,  he  will  think  twice 
before  he  will  endeavour  to  penetrate,  in  your 
defpite,  toward  Schweidnitz. 

I can  make  no  detachment  to  you,  without 
Hiking  my  entire  dock  in  trade. 

In  a few  days,  you  will  find  the  whole  of  their 
projects  will  be  difcovered. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general ; do  not  fee  double; 
the  enemy  cannot,  at  the  utmod,  have  more 
than  twenty  thoufand  men. 

FREDERIC. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XCIIL 

From  the  King . 

July  2i,  i'75^ 

General  Laudlohn  is  returned  to  the 

Auftrian  army,  and  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg 
has  marched  back  to  Buntzlau.  According  to 
my  information,  the  Auftrian  army  is  in  want  of 
forage,  for  they  eat  green  meat.  The  country 
in  which  they  are  is  not  fufficiently  fruitful  for 
them  to  fubfift  in  it  long  ; I therefore  think  that, 
if  we  wait  patiently  a week  longer,  the  number 
of  their  horfes  will  oblige  them  to  decamp. 

They  are  already  preluding,  near  Landfcron  ;> 
as  foon  as  they  fhall  retire,  I will  immediately 
fend  a good  detachment  to  your  neighbours  of 
Friedland. 

This  is  all  I am  able  to  inform  you  of,  at  pre- 
fenvrelative  to  what  is  palling  on  this  fide. 

The  enemy  will  neither  attack  you  nor  me, 
fo  long  as  we  (hall  remain  in  our  prefent  por- 
tion ; but  we  muft  aft  in  conjunftion,  and  be- 
ware how  we  make  any  detachments. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC 
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From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  21,  1759* 

The  whole  corps  of  general  Harfch  be- 
gan  its  march  laft  night,  and  this  morning  con- 
tinued its  route  toward  Conradfwalde,  Schwarz- 
walde,  and  Witgendorf. 

I immediately  detached  general  Ramin,  with 
two  battalions  and  feme  dragoons  and  huflars, 
toward  Forft  ; but  he  could  not  make  the  place, 
for  the  environs  of  Forft,  on  this  fide,  he  found 
were  all  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

I detached  general  Schenkendorf,  with  a bat- 
talion and  a hundred  horfe,  toward  Liebau ; 
and  he  diredled  his  march  through  Ullerfdorf 
and  Schocmberg. 

I followed  them,  in  perfon,  with  two  batta- 
lions and  three  hundred  horfe,  beyond  Guitell- 
dorf;  but  the  Auftrian  rear- guard  was  there  fo 
well  polled,  that  it  was  impoftible  for  me  to  make 
any  advantageous  attack. 

We  cannonaded  each  other  about  two  hours, 
with  the  lofs  of  fome  men ; and  we  on  our  parts 
took  about  twenty  prifoners. 

They  have,  in  general,  fo  cautioufly  covered 
2 their 
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their  march,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  divine  whe- 
ther it  be  their  intention  to  go  to  Freyburg,  or  to 
Friedland. 

In  cafe  they  flhould  march  for  Friedland,  I 
believe  their  defign  is  to  proceed  to  Glatz. 

They  alfo  may  mean  to  halt,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  attack  this  poft:  on  the  fide  of  Hartmannf- 
dorf;  in  which  cafe  I expedt  to  give  them  a 
good  reception. 

I wifh  I had  a greater  number  of  cannon  with 
which  to  oppofe  them  ; for  their  rear-guard  at- 
tacked me  with  a train  of  fifteen  pieces,  while  I 
had  only  fix.  There  fhould  be  fix  twelve  poun- 
ders at  Schweidnitz. 

L.  M.  FOUQUEL 


LETTER  XCV, 

From  the  King . 

July  22,  1759, 

I HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  21  ft 
of  this  month.  The  motions  which  the  enemy 
makes  can  only  tend  to  induce  you  to  leave 
your  poft;  the  Auftrians  certainly  have  no  de- 
fier n to  march  to  Glatz. 
o 

But  I iipagine  they  intend  to  place  them- 

felves* 
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felves,  with  all  their  forces,  between  you  and 
Schweidnitz. 

But  they  themfelves  may  be  the  dupes,  in 
purfuing  this  plan  ; for,  let  but  a very  inconfi- 
derable  corps  of  our  troops  be  ftationed  on 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  in  an  inattackable 
poft,  between  Friedland  and  Griffau,  and  you 
may  intercept  their  communication  with  their 
magazines  entirely,  and  their  army,  wanting 
bread,  will  be  obliged  to  decamp. 

Before  you  determine  to  a6t  thus,  however* 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  fee  whether  they  do  not 
intend  to  attack  you,  on  the  fide  of  Hartmannf- 
dorf. 

Do  not  march  with  fuch  feeble  detachments. 
Two  battalions  and  three  hundred  horfe  are  in- 
efficient for  the  attack  of  a rear- guard  ; it  is 
neceffary  to  take  at  lead  fix  battalions,  feven  or 
eight  cannon,  and  five  or  fix  hundred  horfe. 

This  number  is  certainly  neceffary,  on  fuch 
an  occafion.  The  fix  pounders  are  at  Schweid- 
nitz, but  I do  not  think  that  you  can  fend  for 
them  now,  becaufe  the  danger  would  be  too 
great. 

Should  it  appear  chat  there  will  be  an  a&ion* 
and  that  nothing  will  be  done  on  this  fide,  I can 
then  for  fome  days  lend  you  Krokow,  with  his 
three  battalions  and  two  fquadrons, 

Yol.  xiii*  On 


226  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 


On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  I believe  we  (hall  foon  receive  intelli- 
gence of  a battle  with  the  Ruffians. 


LETTER  XCVI. 

From  the -King. 

July  22,  1759. 

The  enemy  has  to-day  detached  gene- 
ral Beck,  with  four  thoufand  men,  to  Neuftadt. 

As  I fuppofe  he  will  march  from  thence  to 
Trautenau,  I (hall  this  evening  fend  off  a de- 
tachment to  relieve  Krokow,  at  Hirfchberg ; 
that  is,  three  battalions  of  infantry,  and  two 
fquadrons  of  huffars,  to  occupy  the  poft  of  Land- 
fhut ; and,  fhould  the  thing  be  pra&icable,  thus 
to  furniffi  you  with  the  means  of  marching,  with 
your  whole  corps,  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  de- 
range his  proje&s.  You  may  at  lead  come  on 
his  rear,  and  cut  off  his  fubfiftence,  on  the  (ide 
of  Bohemia. 

Perhaps  you  may  fall  on  one  of  the  corps 
which  (hall  be  moft  within  your  reach,  and  beat 
it  in  a handfome  manner. 


On 
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On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  XCVII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfliut,  July  22,  1759. 

AFTER  having  reconnoitred,  to  the  beft 
of  my  abilities,  this  morning,  I believe  the  corps 
of  general  Harfch  to  be  polled  on  the  heights, 
near  Schwarzwalde  and  Conradfwalde,  toward 
Friedland. 

The  heights  and  the  woods  are  fo  garnilhed 
with  pandours,  and  other  light  troops,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  proceed  to  reconnoitre,  or  to  fend 
the  patroles  forward. 

Hitherto  we  find  no  means  of  divining  what 
is  their  intention. 

Report  fays  a party  of  pandours,  and  huflfars, 
remains  polled  near  Schatzlar,  and  Golden-Elfe. 
It  is  further  added  that  infantry  will  be  fent  to 
join  them  ; but  I wait  for  the  confirmation  of 
this  intelligence. 

General  Angenelli  is  this  moment  come  to 
inform  me  that  he  found  a detachment  of  the 

CL* 


enemy. 
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enemy,  of  about  ten  battalions,  encamped  be- 
hind Kcenigfhayn,  near  Schatzlar. 

The  magiftrate  of  Liebau  fends  me  word  that 
five  regiments  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  all  regu- 
lars, encamp  on  the  heights  of  Reilfen,  behind 
Schatzlar ; without  including  the  troops  that 
are  at  Krienfdorf,  Schatzlar,  and  Lamperfdorf. 

Another  corps  fhould  be  polled  on  the  heights 
behind  Bernfdorf,  near  Elfe,  extending  toward 
Trautenau ; and  this  conjecture  is  juft  now  con- 
firmed, by  information  from  Schcemberg.  This 
your  majefty  may  fee  more  at  length  from  the 
inclofed. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  XCVJII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Eandftiut,  July  22,  17 59* 

The  corps  of  the  enemy,  under  general 
Harfch,  decamped  this  afternoon  for  Schwarz- 
walde,  and  Conradfwalde ; and  marched  in  two 
columns# 

I immediately  went  to  reconnoitre,  that  I 
might  know  what  was  palling  in  the  environs  of 
Witgendorf,  Forft,  and  Flartau ; and  I per- 
ceived 
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ceived  one  of  their  columns  on  its  march,  to- 
ward Gottelberg ; and  the  other  toward  Fried- 
land.  I expe£l,  to-morrow,  more  circumftantial 
information,  on  this  fubjedt. 

A letter,  from  general  Wolferfdorf  to  general 
de  Ville,  intercepted  by  our  huflars,  near  Con- 
radfwalde,  informs  me  that  general  Harfch, 
having  been  taken  ill,  is  departed  for  Jaromirz, 
and  is  fince  gone  to  Kcenigfgrzetz. 

General  de  Ville  has  taken  the  command  of 
the  enemy’s  corps. 

According  to  the  contents  of  the  fame  letter, 
general  Wolferfdorf,  with  a corps  of  eight  thou- 
fand  men,  has  taken  poll  near  Golden- Elfe,  and 
has  fent  a detachment  to  Friedland. 

As  I have  juft  been  informed  that  the  Au- 
ftrians  procure  their  provifions  from  Trautenau, 
by  Patfchdorf,  Bertelfdorf,  and  Friedland,  I im- 
mediately detached  general  Goltz,  with  two  free 
battalions,  three  battalions  of  grenadiers,  the 
regiment  of  the  margrave  Henry,  four  fqua- 
drons  of  dragoons,  four  fquadrons  of  huflars, 
and  ten  cannon,  toward  Friedland,  to  cut  off 
the  enemy’s  convoy.  He  has  polled  himfelf  to- 
day on  the  heights  which  lie  beyond  Conradf- 
walde,  near  Trautlieberfdorf:  and  has  caufed 
his  van-guard  to  advance  as  far  as  the  Ikirts  of 
the  great  wood  of  Friedland. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 
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LETTER  XCIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landftiut,  July  23,  1 7 39- 

I THINK  that,  under  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  it  would  be  exceedingly  advifable  to 
place  ourfelves  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and 
cut  off  his  communication  of  {tores  and  provi- 
fions.  With  this  intent  I detached  general 
Goltz,  to  take  poft  on  the  heights  beyond  Con- 
radfwalde,  near  Trautlieberfdorf.  But  general 
Wolferfdorf  having  been  found  polled  with 
eight  thoufand  men,  near  Golden-Elfe,  accord- 
ing to  the  contents  of  the  intercepted  letters ; 
and  as  general  Beck  will  probably  join  this 
corps,  with  the  detachment  of  four  thoufand 
men  which  he  commands,  general  Krokow, 
having  only  three  battalions  and  two  fquadrons 
of  huflars,  will  find  himfelf  too  feeble  to  main- 
tain this  poft,  even  fhould  I leave  him,  when  I 
depart,  three  battalions  as  a reinforcement. 

I wait  your  majefty’s  orders,  to  know  whether 
1 ought  thus  to  enfeeble  this  poft. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER  C. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  23,  1759. 

I H AV*E  the  honour  to  prefent  to  your 
majefty  the  lift  of  the  Auftrian  corps,  in  thefe 
environs.  It  is  as  exadt  as  I could  make  it, 
from  the  report  of  the  prifoners  and  the  deferters, 
who  are  here  to  the  number  of  eighty,  and 
among  whom  there  is  a gunner. 

As  this  corps  is  accompanied  by  a great  num- 
ber of  cavalry,  the  enemy’s  intention  appears  to 
be  to  extend  into  the  plain. 

According  to  the  report  of  a deferter,  who 
arrived  laft , night,  the  Auftrians  are  in  full 
march,  directing  their  route  toward  Schweid- 
nitz. 

I have  juft  now  likewife  received  a letter  from 
general  Zaftrow,  in  which  he  informs  me  that 
the  whole  army  is  on  its  march,  toward  Gottef- 
berg,  and  Waldenberg,  to  repair  to  Schweid- 
nitz,  from  which  place,  it  is  only  half  a mile 
diftant. 

General  Krokow  has  fent  his  aid  de  camp, 
to  inform  me  that  he  will  march  hither,  with 
his  three  battalions,  at  one  o’clock  this  after- 
noon. 

Q^4  I wait 
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I wait  your  majefty’s  commands,  to  know 
whether  I am  to  march  with  my  corps.  I 
may  in  any  cafe  leave  general  Krokovv  here, 
with  the  regiment  of  Mofel,  and  the  fourth  bat- 
talion of  Lettorf;  as  well  as  general  Angenelli, 
with  his  free  battalion ; provided  this  number 
of  troops  be  fufficient. 

L.  M.  FOUQUETo 


LETTER,  Cl. 

From  the  King . 

July  24,  1759. 

I HAVE  received  your  two  reports  of 
the  23d  of  July.  So  long  as  you  fhall  hold 
Landfhut,  it  will  be  impofftble  for  the  enemy  to 
make  any  progrefs  in  Silefia. 

Five  battalions  remain  near  Landfhut;  you 
may  eafily  march  with  eighteen  battalions,  and 
pofl  yourfelf  between  Conradfwalde  and  Fried- 
land,  at  the  fame  time  rendering  yourfelf  mailer 
of  the  pofl  of  Friedland,  to  carry  the  enemy’s 
troops  that  are  there,  and  intercept  their  con- 
voys on  every  fide.  Should  thefe  gentry  en- 
tirely leave  the  mountains,  it  will  always  be  time 
enough  to  fall  on  them  in  a body. 


But 
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But  there  are  fo  many  things,  at  prefent,  at  a 
crifis  that  we  mult  wait,  till  fome  opportunity  i$ 
found  with  the  Ruffians,  before  we  fall  together 
by  the  ears  with  thefe  people  ; at  lead  unlefs 
they  fhould  become  rafh,  and  fhould  entirely 
defcend  into  the  plain. 

In  fuch  a cafe,  I will  fee  whether  there  be 
any  means  of  fending  a fmall  detachment  from 
this  place,  and  then  march  upon  them,  to  beat 
them  to  fome  effe<ft. 

With  refped  to  the  lift  of  the  enemy’s  forces, 
which  you  have  fent  me,  it  is  not  entirely  ac- 
curate ; for  the  regiments  of  Saxon  cavalry  con- 
tain only  four  fquadrons;  and  the  Tufcan  regi- 
ment, which  is  there,  has  only  one  battalion. 
But  I will  examine  the  lift  with  attention,  and 
will  write  to  inform  you  how  far  it  is  true,  or 
falfe. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CII. 

From  the  King . 

July  24,  1759. 

I CAN  allure  you,  with  tolerable  accuracy, 
according  to  my  lifts,  that  the  Auftrian  army 
confifts  in  a hundred  and  two  battalions. 

Sixty- fix  battalions  are  here,  and  twenty-nine 
there*,  which  amount  to  ninety- five  battalions. 
Gemmingen  has  fix  or  eight  battalions  with  him, 
near  Bornftsedt ; they  muft  therefore  have  fent 
battalions  from  this  place  to  Wolferfdorf,  which 
is  near  Trautenau;  and  the  corps  which  was 
near  Arnau  has  been  detached  in  like  manner. 
Simfchen  can  only  confift  of  one  battalion; 
Tufcany,  on  the  contrary,  of  two;  Preyfach 
confifts  only  of  one  battalion ; but  there  is 
a battalion  of  Wallis,  and  another  of  the  old 
Coloredo,  wanting  in  your  lifts. 

In  the  whole,  you  are  oppofed  by  twenty-eight 
battalions  of  fufiliers,  and  five  battalions  of  gre- 
nadiers, with  thirty-eight  fquadrons;  amount- 
ing to  fourteen  thoufand  foot,  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  grenadiers,  four  thoufand  four  hundred 
horfe,  five  hundred  huftars,  and  fome  thoufand s 

* That  is,  as  I fhould  imagine,  facing  general  Fouquet : 
yet  this  does  not  agree  with  the  enumeration  in  the  next 
paragraph.  T. 
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of  pandours : in  the  whole,  twenty-three  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  men. 

By(  taking  poll  between  Friedland  and  Con- 
radfwalde,  you  will  cut  off  the  provifions  of  the 
enemy ; but  you  muft  poft  yourfelf  on  the  hills  ; 
and,  fhould  Wolferfdorf  make  any  attempt  on 
Landfhut,  you  will  be  but  a fhort  league  diftant 
from  Conradfwaide,  and  may  fall  upon  and  re- 
pulfe  him  with  your  whole  corps. 

In  fine,  if  you  deprive  the  enemy  of  his  trans- 
ports of  flour,  he  cannot  long  maintain  his  fitua- 
tion.  It  will  be  further  neceffary  for  you  to 
watch  all  his  detachments,  that  you  may  harafs 
him  by  all  poflible  means. 

As  foon  as  I fhall  find  he  has  quitted  the  hills,  ] 
I will  endeavour  to  fend  a detachment,  that  he 
may  be  properly  beaten. 

I am, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CIIL 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  24,  1 759* 

At  the  approach  of  general  Goltz,  to- 
ward Friedland,  the  two  battalions  of  Tufcany, 

and 
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and  two  fquadrons  of  huflars  and  dragoons,  had 
time  to  leave  the  town,  and  efcape.  Our  de- 
tachment neverthelefs  feized  on  moft  of  their 
field' equipage,  with  two  hundred  chaifes  and 
baggage-waggons,  and  their  horfes ; together 
with  forty  mules,  and  twenty  thoufand  crowns 
in  ready  money.  Some  twenty  prifoners  were 
taken  in  the  purfuit. 

General  Goltz  (till  occupies  the  poft  of  Fried- 
land,  to  cut  off  all  fuccour  from  the  enemy,  on 
that  fide. 

Should  the  enemy,  wanting  provifions,  be 
obliged  to  retreat,  I will  march  with  my  corps, 
and  take  poft  at  Friedland  ; and  will  endeavour 
to  make  general  Goltz  advance  as  far  as  Johan- 
nifberg. 

1 am  this  moment  informed  that  the  Auftri- 
ans  are  pofted  between  Sorge  and  Kuntzendorf, 
which  induces  me  to  begin  my  march  imme- 
diately, to  repair  to  Gottefberg.  I fhall  after- 
ward regulate  my  conduct  by  the  motions  of 
the  enemy. 

I leave  general  Krokow  here,  in  the  entrench- 
ments, with  the  three  battalions  and  two  fqua- 
drons of  huffars,  which  he  brought  me.  I fhall 
further  leave  him  the  regiment  of  Mofel,  a bat- 
talion of  Lattorf,  and  a free  battalion  of  Ange- 
nelii. 


L.  M.  FOUQUET* 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER  CIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Gottefberg,  July  24,  1755* 

Th  I S afternoon  I arrived  with  my  corps 
near  Gottefberg.  I have  left  Krokow  near  Land- 
fhut,  with  feven  battalions. 

General  Goltz  is  flill  pofled  with  his  detach- 
ment near  Friediand ; he  has  to-day  fent  in 
thirty-five  prifoners,  which  he  has  taken  from 
the  enemy. 

On  my,  arrival,  I found  more  than  a thoufand 
pandours  and  dragoons,  that  were  polled  on  the 
heights,  on  the  other  fide  of  Gottefberg.  They 
were  immediately  repulfed,  by  the  vanguard  of 
the  huffars,  and  purfued  beyond  Walden  burg. 
We  took  on  this  occafion  about  twenty  pri- 
soners. 

I have  been  very  well  able  to  examine  the 
.camp  of  the  enemy,  from  the  top  of  our  hills. 
It  extends  from  Furflenflein,  along  Liebichau, 
as  far  as  Kuntzendorf. 

General  de  Ville  has  fixed  his  quarters  at  Fur- 
flenflein. The  camp  of  the  enemy  is  fo  fi tuated 
that  no  attack  can  be  attempted. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER  CV. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  July  25,  1759. 

I RECEIVED  your  two  reports  of  the 
24th  of  this  month,  and  was  very  glad  to  hear 
you  had  obtained  fome  fuccefs  oven  the  enemy. 

I cannot  comprehend  in  what  manner  general 
de  Ville  means  to  fubfift  his  corps. 

It  is  here  affirmed  you  have  cut  the  enemy  off 
from  his  artillery  ; but  this  I can  fcarcely  be- 
lieve ; not  prefuming  that  De  Ville  had  advanced 
without  cannon. 

Were  I able,  I fliould  be  very  glad  to  fend 
you  a reinforcement ; but  of  this  my  prefent 
fituation  will  not  admit. 

When  you  fee  general  de  Ville  turning  toward 
Reichenbach,  you  mult  endeavour  to  throw 
fome  battalions  into  the  town  of  Neifs. 

I am,  &c. 

FREDERIC. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CVI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Conradfwalde,  July  26,  1 759, 

I THIS  day  took  the  camp  between  Con- 
radfwalde and  Friedland;  that  of  Gottefberg  not 
being,  by  its*  fituation,  advantageous. 

Our  rear- guard  was  purfued  by  fome  hun- 
dreds of  the  enemy’s  dragoons,  of  whom  and 
their  horfes,  our  huffars  have  taken  about  a 
dozen  : they  belong  to  the  regiments  of  Al- 
brecht and  Arnheim. 

Since  De  Ville  has  been  near  Furftenftein,  he 
fends  out  foraging  parties,  aid  fubfifts  on  the 
bread  which  the  country  is  obliged  to  furnifh. 

Information  and  intercepted  letters,  from  their 
commiffary,  Aftfeld,  inform  us  that  the  tranfports 
muft  pafs  through  Jaromirz,  Trautenau,  and 
Friedland : as  we  have  cut  off  this  paffage,  he 
can  expedt  nothing  on  that  fide. 

Should  De  Ville  find  means  longer  to  remain 
in  his  prefent  poftj  and  to  fubfifl  there,  of  which 
there  is  little  probability,  1 fhall  be  myfelf 
more  embarraffed  than  he  is. 

There  are  bread  and  flour  fufficient  for  the 
corps  to  the  9th  of  Auguft.  The  military  cheff 

is 
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is  at  Schweidnitz.  As  it  has  to-day  been  emp- 
tied of  its  contents,  I entreat  your  majefty  would! 
iffue  orders  to  the  grand  military  chefl  to  fend 
me  at  lead  fifty- thoufand  crowns,  for  the  half  of 
the  month  of  Auguft. 

The  regiment  of  Mofel  to-day  marches',  to 
join  general  Goltz,  at  Friedlarrd.  Should  De 
Ville  dired  his  route  on  the  fide  of  Reichen- 
bach,  general  Goltz  will  detach  this  regiment 
through  Glatz,  to  anticipate  the  enemy,  and: 
occupy  Neifs. 

L.  M.  FOUQUETo 


L E T T E fe  GVIL 

Frorh  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Conradfwalde,  July  27,  17590 

The  convoys  of  De  Ville  having  been 
impeded  by  us,  he  was  this  morning  obliged  to 
abandon  his  camp  of  Furftenftein,  and  re-enter 
Bohemia. 

He  endeavoured,  with  his  whole  corps,  to 
penetrate  this  way,  near  Conradfwalde;  but  he 
was  beaten,  and  obliged  to  retreat  as  far  as  Got- 
tefberg.  The  cannonade  continued  from  ten  in 
the  morning  till  the  evening.  We  have  had 
about  fixty  killed  and  wounded;  but  the  enemy 
1 have 
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have  loft  more  than  four  hundred  men.  We 
have  taken  fome  prifoners,  the  number  of 
whom  I do  not  yet  exa&ly  know. 

The  enemy’s  army  has  juft  ftationed  itfelf  on 
the  heights  of  Gottefberg.  I fhall  obferve  his 
proceedings,  and  take  my  meaf tires  accordingly. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER.  CVIII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  July  28,  1759, 

I LEARNT,  from  your  report  of  yefter- 
day,  with. much  fatisfadtion,  that  you  have  driven 
general  de  Ville,  who  wifhed  to  have  taken  your 
poft,  as  far  as  Gottefberg.  I am  much  pleafed 
that  you  have  been  thus  fuccefsful.  You  have 
only  to  fend  orders  to  major-general  Krokow; 
and,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhould  attempt  to  pafs 
through  Schcemberg,  he  will  cover  your  rear. 
De  Ville,  I imagine,  will  endeavour  to  march 
to  Friedland,  fhould  he  continue  to  find  you 
in  his  road;  it  therefore  would  not  be  amifs 
for  you  to  ruin  the  roads  he  muft  take,  that  you 
may  increafe  the  difficulties  of  his  march.  You 
R may 
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may  at  Ieaft  engage  advantageous y with  his 
rear-guard ; for,  fince  he  will  be  obliged  to 
pafs  roads  that  have  fo  many  impediments,  you 
may  terribly  incommode  him  with  your  artillery. 
I am,  See, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Conradfwalde,  July  28,  1759. 

GENERAL  Jahnus,  with  the  regiments 
Simbfchen  and  Preyfach,  a battalion  of  grena- 
diers, two  battalions  of  pandours,  and  four  fqua- 
drons  of  Saxe-Gotha  dragoons,  endeavoured  to- 
day to  force  a paffage  near  Friedland. 

As  foon  as  I received  this  intelligence,  I made 
an  effort  to  reinforce  general  Goltz,  with  four 
battalions  and  four  Squadrons.  Some  dozen  dis- 
charges of  the  artillery  however  were  Sufficient 
to  induce  the  enemy  to  retreat,  nor  did  he  think 
proper  to  return  to  the  attack. 

There  is  much  probability  that  De  Ville  will 
fin d himfelf  obliged  to  retreat  through  Braunau, 
where  he  will  meet  with  very  bad  roads. 

I am  hourly  ready  for  purfuit. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET.. 
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LETTER  CX. 

From  the  King* 

The  camp  of  Schmottfeiffen, 
July  29,  1759. 

Your  report,  my  dear  general,  of  the 
28th,  gave  me  much  pleafure. 

You  informed  me  that  general  Jahnus,  being 
detached  by  general  de  Ville,  endeavoured  to 
penetrate  near  Friedland,  and  was  properly  re- 
pulfed  by  general  Goltz. 

I,  like  you,  think  thefe  gentry  have  a wifli  to 
repair  to  Braunau  ; but,  before  they  arrive  there, 
I hope  they  will  have  loft;  their  cannon,  and 
many  other  fimilar  trifles. 

In  this  cafe,  while  they  (hall  pafs  the  ruined 
roads,  you  cannot  do  better  than  to  fall  upon 
their  rear- guard. 

General  Goltz  may  occupy  fome  hills,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  they  will  neceftarily  be  obliged 
to  march  ; thus  will  they,  as  it  were,  run  the 
gauntlet. 

I imagine  that,  in  two  or  three  days,  you  will 
be  freed  from  them,  and  that  you  will  be  enabled 
to  harafs  them  moft  pitilefsly,  before  they  are 
at  their  journey’s  end. 

R2 
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To-morrow  I (hall  go  to  Sagan,  and  my  brea- 
ther, prince  Henry,  will  come  here;  but  I forbid 
you  to  mention  this  to  any  perlon. 

I am, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CXI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Langen-W&tterfdorf,  July  29,  1759. 

LAST  night  general  de  Ville  fent  off  his 
whole  corps,  and  took  his  flight  through  Lan- 
gen-Watterfdorf,  and  Reinfwalde;  from  which 
places,  through  circuitous  roads  and  by  private 
paths,  he  is  gone  to  Johannifberg,  in  the  diftridt 
of  Braunau. 

He  fent  off  his  baggage  the  night  before,  and 
concealed  his  march  fo  eiTedually  that  I was  not 
informed  of  it  till  this  morning. 

I immediately  marched  with  my  troops  to 
Gottdberg.  I fent  general  Ramin,  with  feven 
battalions  and  four  fquadrons,  through  Walden- 
burg,  toward  Tannhaufen.  I purfued  the  enemy 
myfelf,  through  Reinlwalde,  as  far  as  Langen- 
Watterfdorf,  where  we  took  fome  prifoners. 

The  hafteand  the  diforder  of  the  enemy’s  re- 
treat 
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treat  have  occafioned  him  to  iofe  many  men,  by 
defertion  ; the  number  of  prifoners,  and  defert- 
ers,  is  in  the  whole  about  fifteen  hundred. 

I fhall  to-morrow  retreat  to  Conradfwalde,  and 
the  day  after  fhall  march  to  Landfhut,  with  my 
corps;  having  firfl  endeavoured  to  oblige  gene- 
ral Wolferfdorf  to  decamp  from  Schatzlar,  where 
he  Hill  is  polled, 

L,  M.  FOUQUET, 


^ ON  the  30th  of  July  general  Fouquet  af- 
fembled  his  corps  near  Conradfwalde,  once 
more  to  occupy  the  poll  of  Landfhut. 

<c  As  the  Auflrian  general,  Wolferfdorf,  re- 
“ mained  at  Koenigfzeyn,  near  Schatzlar,  with 
cc  nine  battalions  of  foot,  and  five  fquadrons  of 
“ dragoons  and  huffars,  general  Fouquet  deter- 
<c  mined  to  come  upon  him  by  furprife. 

“ On  the  31ft  of  July,  at  eleven  in  the  even- 
“ ing,  he  ordered  his  corps  to  advance,  and 
march  againfl  the  enemy  in  three  columns. 
*c  The  Auflrians  took  to  flight  on  his  approach. 

“ The  whole  camp,  almofl  all  the  baggage, 
“ money,  horfes,  and  two  hundred  mules,  be- 
66  came  the  prey  of  the  Pruffians.  Near  two 
“ hundred  prifoners  fell  into  their  hands,  and 
many  of  the  Auflrians  were  killed. 

Rd 
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“ After  having  fo  fuccefsfuliy  executed  this 
€t  plan,  general  Fouquet  encamped,  with  his 
“ troops,  at  the  poft  of  Landfhut. 

“ The  reinforcements  he  had  received  from 
“ the  army  of  the  king,  and  from  Neifs,  were 
<6  returned ; and  he  was  obliged  to  confine 
“ himfelf  to  the  defence  of  his  pofi:,  as  had  been 
“ flrongly  recommended  to  him,  by  his  ma- 
" jetty. 

“ General  Fouquet  remained  in  that  pofition 
<c  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  Odober;  during 
“ which  no  remarkable  event  took  place. 

“ His  vigilance,  and  the  wifdom  of  his  mea- 
“ fures,  rendered  all  the  enterprifes  of  his  ene- 
“ mies,  and  the  manoeuvres  they  made  to  at- 
tack  him,  wholly  ineffedual, 

“ The  king,  in  the  interim,  after  the  lofs  of 
<c  the  battle  of  Zulichau,  fought  by  general  Leh- 
“ wald,  againft  the  Ruffians,  loft  himfelf  the 
<c  dreadful  battle  of  Cunnerfdorf ; after  which 
*c  he  returned  to  the  camp  of  Etfcher,  and  on 
<e  the  13th  of  Auguft  paffed  the  Oder,  at  four 
“ in  the  afternoon,  to  take  poll  on  the  heights 
“ of  Rentwein,  and  Polentzig.  On  the  15th 
“he  advanced  further,  and  encamped  at  Mad- 
litz,  near  Furftenwalde. 
cc  In  this  pofition  he  employed  every  refource 
^ of  his  genius,  to  repair  the  lofs  of  two  battles, 

" His 
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“ His  enemies  fupplied  him  with  the  means ; 
« and,  as  foon  as  he  was  able  to  march,  he  en- 
“ tered  Lufatia,  whence  he  paffed  into  Silefia, 
“ and  there  obliged  the  Ruffians  to  forego  the 
iC  fiege  of  Glogau,  and  to  retreat  into  Poland  ; 
“ as  will  be  feen  by  the  continuation  of  the  cor- 
“ refpondence.” 


LETTER  CXII. 

From  the  King . 


MY  FRIEND, 


Linderode,  near  Sorau, 
Sept,  20,  1759. 


My  brother  has  fuffered  twelve  thoufand 
Auftrians  to  pafs,  who  have  joined  the  Ruffians 
at  Chriftianftadt.  They  intend  to  lay  fiege  to 
Glogau,  which  I am  on  the  wing  to  prevent ; 
but  I am  weak,  I have  only  twenty- four  thou- 
fand men,  and  men  that  have  been  twice  beaten. 
You  underhand  me. 

I neither  know  where  you  are  nor  under  what 
circumftances ; but,  if  you  are  able,  fend  me  aid. 
The  men  may  march  for  PridemafL 

I will  not  fuffer  them  to  befiege  Glogau ; I 
will  rather  fight,  happen  what  may. 

Such  was  the  dodrine  of  ancient  chivalry, 
R 4 and 
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and  fuch  is  mine.  I fhall  be  beyond  Sagan 
to-morrow,  and  the  next  day  near  Glogau. 

A quick  anfwer,  my  friend,  and  let  the  aid 
you  fend  be  equally  fpeedy. 

Adieu  ; I embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CXIII. 


From  General  Fouquet . 


SIRE,  Landfhut,  September  22,  1759* 

The  moft  gracious  orders  of  your  ma- 
jefty,  dated  the  20th  inftant,  1 have  received. 

On  the  fide  of  the  enemy  there  are,  facing 
me,  general  Harfch,  near  Trautenau,  and  gene- 
ral Jahnus,  near  Schatzlar.  They  have  an  army 
that  almoft  doubles  mine,  in  numbers. 

That  I might  preferve  the  poll  of  Hirfchberg, 
I have  detached  five  battalions  and  four  fqua- 
drons.  Agreeable  to  your  majefty’s  orders,  ma- 
jor-general Meyer  will  depart  from  Hirfchberg, 
to-morrow  at  day-break,  with  a battalion  of  Bud- 
denbrock,  two  battalions  of  Kalkftein,  two  fqua- 
drons  of  the  Bayreuth  dragoons,  and  two  twelve 
pounders.  He  will  haften  his  march  through 

Goldberg, 
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Goldberg,  Haynau,  and  Bolkwitz,  that  he  may, 
if  poflible,  arrive  in  three  marches,  at  Pridemaft. 

There  will  then  remain,  at  Hirfchberg,  one 
battalion  of  Le  Noble,  one  battalion  of  Lattorf, 
and  two  fquadrons  of  the  Werner  huffars. 

Prince  Henry  has  of  this  corps  referved  to 
himfelf  a battalion  of  Unruh,  two  fquadrons  of 
Bayreuth,  and  one  fquadron  of  Werner  huffars. 
The  regiment  of  Mofel  is  at  Neifs, 

Confequently,  there  are  fifteen  battalions  ftiil 
here,  fix  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  and  fix  fqua- 
drons of  the  Werner  huffars. 

Your  majefty  from  this  will  perceive  I am 
incapable  of  fending  a heavier  detachment,  if  I 
mean  tq  maintain  my  poft. 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXIV. 

From  the  King. 

Bonau,  September  25,  1759, 

I IMAGINE,  my  dear  general,  that  the 
three  battalions  and  the  two  fquadrons,  which 
you  have  fent  me,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Meyer,  as  well  as  the  fix  battalions  and 

hundred 


Z$Q  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS, 

hundred  huflars  that  have  been  detached  by  my 
brother,  will  join  the  army  to-morrow  morning. 

The  news  I have  to  tell  you  is  that  the  enemy 
yefterday  marched  between  Freyftadt  and  Neu 
Salze.  He  is  arrived,  with  a large  node  of  Cof- 
facks,  at  Beuthen ; and  the  Audrians,  with 
their  ten  regiments  of  cavalry,  are  polled  op- 
pofite  us,  near  a defile. 

For  my  part,  I have  taken  pod  near  Bonau, 
and  have  pafled  the  night  under  arms. 

At  day-break,  I went  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my, and  found  the  oppofing  generals  were  come 
on  the  fame  errand  ; after  which  they  retreated 
flowly.  In  an  hour’s  time,  the  enemy  erected 
his  tents,  fo  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to 
expedl  an  attack  to-day.  Should  they  hear  that 
fuccour  is  come  in  to-morrow,  it  may  well  be 
fuppofed  there  will  be  lefs  probability  that  any 
thing  remarkable  fhould  happen. 

With  twenty-one  thoufand  men,  your  ill  treat- 
ed and  beaten  humble  fervant  has  prevented  an 
army  of  fifty  thoufand  from  attacking  him,  and 
has  obliged  it  to  withdraw  for  Neu  Salze. 

We  have  a good  pod  here,  but  have  only  one 
line  to  guard  it.  Succour  will  arrive  to-morrow. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXV. 

From  the  King . 

The  camp  of  Bonau, 
Sept.  26,  1759. 

Y ESTERDAY,  my  friend,  was  a critical 
period.  The  enemy  had  (truck  his  camp  at 
Freyftadt,  on  the  23d,  and  had  advanced  to- 
ward Neuftaedel.  I immediately  began  my 
march,  that  1 might  pod  myfelf  fo  as  to  inter- 
di6t  the  paffages  of  Neufhedel  and  Beuthen, 
The  whole  army,  by  which  is  underdood 
twenty-four  thoufand  men,  had  taken  its  pod 
the  fame  evening  at  feven  o’clock.  The  enemy 
had,  as  I had  prefuppofed,  inclined  in  full  force 
toward  the  defile  of  Roehl  and  of  Keltfch  ; the 
Coffacks  and  hufiars,  to  the  number  of  three 
thoufand,  had  marched  to  Beuthen;  and,  on 
the  morning  of  the  23th,  thefe  troops  were  all 
in  motion. 

The  generals  came  to  reconnoitre  us,  and 
it  (hould  feem  our  pofition  appeared  to  them  to 
be  too  advantageous ; they  had  no  inclination 
to  run  their  head  againd  the  wall,  for  we  faw 
them  retreat,  dowly,  and  encamp,  with  their  left 
at  Altfchau,  and  their  right  extending  toward 
Roehl. 
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Yederday  evening,  information  was  brought 
me  that  a heavy  body  of  their  troops  was  paffing 
the  Oder  ; but  we  fee  their  fires  dill  burning. 

The  reft  of  the  army  will  arrive  to-day,  and 
I wait  to  hear  news  of  the  enemy,  that  I may 
determine  on  the  mod  efficacious  and  lead  ha- 
zardous means,  of  obliging  thefe  infamous  in- 
cendiaries to  quit  the  country. 

I fufped  their  plan  is  to  avoid  a battle,  which 
mud  foon  be  known.  In  this  cafe  a partifan  war 
mud  follow,  and  that  on  both  fidesof  the  Oder; 
fo  that  we  mud  fortify  our  camp  well,  that  we 
may  make  detachments  with  impunity,  and  with- 
out rifk. 

Such,  my  dear  friend,  is  our  fituation  at  pre- 
fent ; having  fome  good  troops  with  me,  I am 
in  no  fear. 

I had  detached  the  bed  of  my  troops  into 
Saxony  ; the  campaign  was  about  to  finifh  at 
Guben,  and  the  Ruffians  were  intending  to  de- 
part, when  that  infernal  detachment  of  ten 
regiments,  from  the  army  of  Daun,  arrived. 
To  this  add  fome  treachery;  and  from  fuch 
caufes  thefe  wretches  determined  on  the  fiege  of 
Glogau. 

I believe  their  project  has  failed  at  prefent^ 
therefore  the  only  quedion  is  to  fave  the  open 
country,  from  the  ruin  with  which  it  is  threatened. 

Yederday 
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Yefterday  this  herd  burnt  two  villages  under 
our  eyes,  while  we  were  unable  to  pieveni  the 
aft. 

In  fine,  I fhall  neglect  nothing ; and  you  may 
depend  that  every  thing  in  my  power  (hall  be 
attempted,  to  put  an  end  to  this  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  ; but  the  thing  is  not  id  eafy  as  may  be 
iuppofed. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I embrace  you  with 
all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CXVI. 

From  General  Fouqv.et. 

SIRE,  Landihut,  September  25,  1759. 

TwENTY-ONE  thoufand  men  and 
your  majefty  make  forty-two  thoufand ; to  thefc 
add  a reinforcement  of  nine  battalions,  and  the 
whole  will  be  equal  to  the  fifty  thoufand  men  of 
your  enemies.  Your  majefty  has  a good  camp,  and 
your  magazine  is  at  hand  in  your  rear ; there  is 
therefore  no  probability  that  they  fhould  attack 
you,  but  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  pafs  the 
Oder,  and  retreat  toward  Poland,  that  they  may 
approach  their  magazines. 

Tr» 


254  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

In  this  cafe,  Laudohn  will  leave  them;  which, 
on  one  fide  or  the  other,  may  procure  your  ma- 
jefty  fome  advantage.  Harfch  has  fuccefiively 
detached  battalions,  with  fome  Saxon  cavalry, 
through  Arnau  and  Hochfttedt,  which  efcort 
convoys  toward  Saxony. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXVII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  September  27,  1759. 

X MOST  humbly  relate  to  your  majefty 
the  intelligence  I have  juft  received,  from  Lcew- 
enberg,  Schmiedeberg,  and  Hirfchberg ; which 
is  that  the  corps  of  Beck  has  approached,  from 
Bcehmifch-Friedland ; and  the  news  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  deferters. 

Colonel  le  Noble,  who  keeps  near  Hirfch- 
berg, with  three  battalions  and  two  fquadrons 
of  huffars,  at  the  fame  time  informs  me  that  a 
corps  of  the  enemy  is  arrived  near  Greiffenberg, 
and  occupies  a poft  at  Bartelfdorf,  beyond 
Hirfchberg, 

I will  therefore  fend  colonel  le  Noble  a rein- 
forcement of  a battalion.  I fhould  weaken  my 
own  poll  too  much,  were  I to  detach  more. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER  CXVIII. 

From  the  King . 

September  28,  1759, 

I HAVE  juft  received  your  letters,  dated 
the  27th  of  this  month.  Affairs  are  at  prefent 
in  fuch  a ftate  that,  while  we  ftop  up  one  hole, 
we  inevitably  make  another. 

Write  me  w'ord  however  whether  colonel  le 
Noble  has  any  cavalry  with  him. 

My  fituation  is  fuch,  here,  that  I could  fpare 
five  hundred  horfe ; but  not  a fingle  man  from 
the  infantry. 

If  thefe  five  hundred  horfe  can  be  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  you,  they  fhall  be  fent. 

You  may  inform  colonel  le  Noble  that,  fince 
he  is  near  Hirfchberg,  he  will  do  well  to  write 
dire&ly  to  me,  that  I may  be  the  fooner  ac- 
quainted with  what  is  palling,  in  thofe  parts. 

I have  no  news  to  fend  you,  for  I have  not 
yet  made  all  my  arrangements.  I can  fay  nothing 
at  prefent,  except  that  the  two  armies  have  fo 
many  defiles,  before  them,  that  they  cannot  do 
each  other  much  injury. 

I will  make  every  poftible  attempt  to  endea- 
vour to  gain  fame  advantage,  over  the  enemy  ; 

but 
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but  this  I perceive  will  be  a thing  very  difficult 
of  execution. 

The  regiments  of  Laudohn  are  faid  to  have 
been  three  days  without  bread  ; but  that  would 
to  them  be  a thing  of  fmall  confequence,  for  they 
would  only  hew  down  fo  many  more  oxen . 

I am,  &Ci 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CXIX. 

From  the  King . 

September  28,  1759. 

The  barbarians  are  ftill  facing  me.  I 
am  preparing  to  play  them  an  excellent  trick, 
which,  fhould  it  fucceed,  will  fend  them  away 
flying. 

I own  I am  very  impatient  to  be  rid  of  them; 
not  becaufe  of  myfelf,  but  of  the  country  which 
they  ruin  and  burn. 

I will  fend  you  word  of  every  thing  which 
paffes  here. 

Inform  me,  my  dear  general,  of  your  own 
Ctuation  ; and  of  all  that  is  tranfa&ing,  on  the 
fide  of  Gcerlitz. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER  CXX. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  September  28,  1759. 

I HAVE  received  news  that  general  Beck, 
who  was  polled  with  a corps,  amounting  from 
fifteen  to  eighteen  thoufand  men,  near  Marck- 
LifTa,  intends  to  march  for  Glogau. 

Of  this  I fend  you  information;  and,  not 
knowing  whether  there  be  any  of  the  enemy^s 
forces  near  Neifs  or  no,  inform  you  that  you 
have  only  to  call  in  the  regiment  of  Mofel  : 
you  may  then  reinforce  the  pofl,  on  the  fide  of 
Hirfchberg,  with  two  battalions. 

See  further  whether  it  be  not  poflible  to  flop 
Beck.  For  my  own  part,  having  only  feven 
regiments  of  cavalry,  I cannot  fpare  more  than 
three  hundred  horfe,  exclufive  of  the  two  fqua- 
drons  which  you  fent  me. 

In  cafe  general  Beck  fhould'  wifh  to  penetrate 
into  your  neighbourhood,  you  mufl  endeavour  to 
harafs  his  baggage,  to  retard  his  defigns. 

You  may  well  believe  this  new  incident  has 
greatly  embarraffed  me,  fmee  it  is  impoffible 
for  me  to  make  any  detachment.  It  will  there- 
fore be  the  more  necefiary  that  you  fhould  call 
vol.  xm.  S in 
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in  the  regiment  of  Mofel  from  Neifs ; which, 
happen  what  will,  you  may  foon  fend  thither 
again. 

I muft  likewife  fend  you  general  Meyer,  with 
fix  hundred  horfe,  immediately  to  Hirfchberg; 
but,  this  general  not  being  a man  too  well  fitted 
for  command,  you  muft  make  him  fubordinate 
to  fome  other. 

Should  general  Beck  already  have  pafTed,  on 
his  march  to  Glogau,  fend  hither  the  corps  that 
is  at  Hirfchberg,  and  I will  endeavour  to  rein- 
force it,  that  I may  thus  induce  general  Beck  to 
difcontinue  his  purpofc. 

I hear  that  Beck  means  to  march  to  Glogau. 
You  can  conceive  what  mufl.be  the  confe- 
quence ; fhould  he  come  on  my  rear,  while  the 
others  attack  me  in  front,  judge  what  muft 
become  of  my  army.  Beck  had  only  ten  tliou- 
fand  men  at  Zittau.  I know  not  whether  he 
have  or  have  not  been  reinforced  by  Harfch. 

I am,  &c. 

FREDERIC. 


L E T- 
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LETTER  CXXL 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfliut,  September  28,  1759, 

GENERALS  Harfch  and  Jahnus  are  Fill 
at  Schatzlar  and  Trautenau.  '‘The  detachment 
they  have  made,  toward  upper  Lufatia,  confifts 
of  the  three  regiments  of  Tufcany,  Bayreuth, 
and  Wurtzburg.  Some  reports  fay  that  they 
are  to  return;  but,  according  to  others,  they 
have  joined  the  corps  of  general  Beck,  which  is 
polled  in  the  vicinity  of  Bochmifch-Friedland, 
whence  he  fends  his  patroles  as  far  as  Greiffen- 
berg,  and  even  farther,  among  the  mountains. 

This  corps  is  compofed  of  fix  thoufand  pan- 
dours,  of  the  Luzani  regiment  of  foot,  of  a bat- 
talion of  volunteers,  of  two  regiments  of  dra- 
goons, of  one  regiment  of  cuirafliers,  and  of  a 
regiment  of  hufiars. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER  CXXri. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  September  29,  1759. 

I HAVE  received  your  majefty’s  orders, 
dated  on  the  28th  of  this  month,  the  moment 
after  I had  fealed  up  my  preceding  letter,  to 
the  contents  of  which  I refer  your  majefty. 

As,  without  enumerating  the  flying  parties  of 
the  enemy,  difperfed  over  upper  Silefia,  there 
ftill  are,  atNeuftadt,  Goldenflein,  and  thofe  en- 
virons, fix  battalions  of  infantry  and  fome  ca- 
valry, that  are  not  further  from  Neifsthan  from 
Glatz,  I dare  not  call  in  all  the  regiment  of 
Mofel,  and  have  fent  only  for  a battalion. 

However  I immediately  difpatched  general 
Goltz,  with  a battalion  and  two  fquadrons  of 
dragoons,  to  Hirfchberg,  that  this  poft  may  be 
guarded  by  four  battalions,  and  two  fquadrons 
of  huflars. 

If  your  majefty  fhall  pleafe  to  fend,  from  your 
army,  the  two  fquadrons  of  Bayreuth,  and  one 
fquadron  of  the  Werner  huflars,  that  belong  to 
this  corps,  there  will  be  horfe  enough. 

General  Goltz  will  endeavour  to  annoy  the 

enemy, 
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enemy,  on  that  fide,  as  much  as  poffible,  and 
will  make  his  reports  to  your  majefty. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

I fend  the  chafteur,  who  has  delivered  your 
majefty’s  letter,  to  Hirfchberg,  to  general  Goltz; 
from  whence  he  may  bring  your  majefty  more 
certain  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  corps 
under  general  Beck.  I am  perfuaded  he  will 
have  no  defire  to  penetrate  further. 


LETTER  CXXIIL 
From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  Oct.  2,  1759* 

I CONGRATULATE  you  on  the  de- 
parture  of  the  Ruffians,  and  there  is  great  pro- 
bability that  the  retreat  of  general  Laudohn  will 
coft  him  dear. 

According  to  advice  from  general  Goltz,  the 
corps  of  general  Beck  is  at  prefent  near  Marck- 
Lifla  and  Goerlitzheim . A deferter,  at  Hirfch- 
berg, has  declared  that  the  faid  corps  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  hold  itfelf  in  continual  readi- 
nefs  to  march. 

Your  majefty  will  find  fome  intelligence  in- 
clofed,  which  I have  juft  received  by  exprefs. 

S 3 Though 
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Though  thefe  meffengershavefome  of  them  been 
at  Trautenau,  and  in  the  very  camp  itfelf,  their 
reports  are  notwithflanding  all  different. 

Should  the  news  be  confirmed  that  a corps  of 
the  enemy  is  to  march  toward  upper  Silefia,  I 
(hall  be  equally  embarraffied,  whether  to  fend  a 
reinforcement  toNeifs,  or  to  caufe  three  or  four 
battalions  to  occupy  the  poll  of  W artha  ,*  for 
the  foe  may  undertake  fome  enterprize  as  well 
on  the  one  fide  as  on  the  other. 

I fubmit  it  to  your  majefty  either  to  keep  or 
to  return  the  three  battalions  you  have  drafted 
from  my  corps. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  CXXIV. 

From  the  King . 

Zerbau,  near  Glogau,  0&.  3,  1759. 

I H A V E received  your  report  of  the  fe- 
cond  of  this  month,  and  will  explain  to  you  the 
whole  project  of  the  enemy. 

Laudohn  covers  the  march  of  the  Ruffians. 
As  foon  as  the  latter  fhall  have  paffed,  he  will 
coal:  ’ e frontiers  of  Silefia,  as  far  as  Oppeln 
and  Radbor,  to  lay  fiege  p Neifs  ; and  a corps 

will 
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will  at  the  fame  time  march  into  the  province 
of  Glatz,  which  will  approach  on  the  fide  of 
Weidenau,  or  on  that  of  J^egerndorf. 

To  render  this  plan  fruitlefs,  I (hall  imme- 
diately fend  a body  of  cavalry  to  Cofel,  to  drive 
away  the  pandours  that  are  there.  This  corps 
fball  be  followed  by  the  three  battalions  which 
you  have  fent  me,  and  by  fix  battalions  that  be- 
long to  my  brother. 

I think  alfo  to  replace  fome  battalions  that 
you  have  with  you,  and  the  corps  near  Hirfch- 
berg,  by  a corps  from  the  remainder  of  my 
army.  Thofe  troops  that  fhall  flill  be  in  the 
vicinity  of  Landfliut,  fhall  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  major-general  Goltz. 

I will  further  give  you  the  command  of  the 
corps  in  upper  Silefia,  and  I will  march  with 
about  thirteen  thoufand  men  into  Saxony. 

Should  fome  of  the  troops  of  general  Harfch 
hereafter  approach  Neifs,  Goltz  may  continue 
to  make  detachments  toward  Schweidnitz ; but, 
with  refpect  to  yourfelf,  you  muft  wait  till  I can 
write  more  precifely.  Thefe  are  only  my  pre- 
liminary ideas. 

My  brother  has  hirnfelf  written  to  me,  on  the 
26th  of  the  laft  month,  to  inform  me  that  gene- 
ral Whela  has  been  taken,  and  his  whole  corps 
entirely  difperfed,  near  Hoyerfwerda. 

S 4 Laudohn 
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Laudohn  is  polled  here,  in  the  country  of 
Ratlau,  behind  woods  and  a triple  defile. 

The  Ruffians  are  filing  off  toward  Poland. 
Six  thoufand  men  and  a part  of  their  baggage 
have  already  entered  that  kingdom,  and  ano- 
ther corps  of  their  army  marches  to-day ; but  I 
cannot  yet  determine  what  will  be  the  length  of 
their  march. 

The  men  whom  I (hall  fend  you,  into  Silefia, 
will  in  three  days  arrive  near  Brefiau ; in  fix 
they  will  be  at  Neifs,  and  in  feven  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Oppeln,  to  deftroy  the  bridge,  that  the 
enemy  may  not  pafs.  In  eight  days  they  will 
attack  and  drive  off  the  corps  near  Cofel,  the 
garrifon  of  which  place  is  not  flrong  enough  to 
perform  this  fervice  without  aid. 

The  detachment  fent  hence  to  Hirfchberg 
ought  to  arrive  there  in  three  days,  to  relieve 
the  battalions. 

Send  me  a lift  of  the  regiments,  and  batta- 
lions, that  are  tinder  your  command,  with  all 
poflible  fpeed. 

I am  your  affectionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 

Such,  my  dear  friend,  are  the  trifling  deduc- 
tions I have  drawn,  under  prefent  circumflances. 
The  enemy  is  my  compafs,  according  to  which 
I muft  regulate  my  courfe.  I imagine  to-mor- 
row. 
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row,  or  the  day  after  at  the  lateft,  he  will  match 
for  Poland.  I will  then  pofitively  inform  you 
of  the  manner  in  which  I mean  to  ad.  But, 
though  new  incidents  may  intervene,  you  muft 
prepare  to  take  upon  yourfelf  the  command  of 
the  troops,  in  upper  Silefia ; for  you  are  the 
perfon  moil  worthy  to  affume  that  command. 

I (hall  diredly  detach  from  this  place  about 
nine  complete  battalions,  ten  fquadrons  of  huf- 
fars,  and  ten  of  cavalry.  I fhall  afterward  re- 
lieve the  whole  poft  of  Hirfchberg,  with  my 
troops ; and  Goltz,  by  marching  to  Landfhut, 
will  afford  you  a detachment  of  equal  force, 
that  will  march  to  Neifs ; whence  you  may 
draw  the  regiment  of  Ramin,  as  foon  as  you 
fhall  begin  to  advance ; fo  that  you  will  have 
eighteen  or  nineteen  battalions,  with  twenty 
fquadrons  of  my  army,  exclufive  of  the  cavalry 
I may  leave  at  Hirfchberg,  and  at  Landfhut; 
for  1 am  defirous  that  Werner  fhould  be  of  the 
expedition  into  upper  Silefia  ; and,  in  order  to 
replace  him,  I may  leave  Rufch  and  Malakow- 
fki  at  Landfhut. 

I fhall  afterward  march  into  Saxony,  with 
about  thirteen  thoufand  men.  I have  about 
thirty-nine  thoufand  here,  fo  that  I fhall  leave 
twenty-fix  thoufand  in  Silefia. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

4 z 
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LETTER  CXXV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  October  5,  1 759. 

I H E commands  of  your  majefty,  of  the 
3d  of  this  month,  have  come  fafely  to  hand ; 
and  I wait  your  ultimate  orders,  to  put  the 
whole  in  execution. 

Your  majefty  will  here  find  the  lift  of  this 
corps,  according  to  which  I enumerate  fifteen 
battalions,  at  this  place,  including  the  free  bat- 
talions, and  a battalion  of  Mofel,  that  arrived 
yefterday.  There  are  four  battalions  at  Hirfch- 
berg,  which  together  make  nineteen  battalions. 
Should  your  majefty  deign  to  think  well  of  the 
plan,  I will,  in  cafe  I fhouid  march,  leave  nine 
or  ten  battalions  with  general  Goltz,  to  main- 
tain this  poft. 

While  Harfch  fhall  remain  near  Schatzlar 
and  Trautenau,  and  the  fix  battalions  of  the 
Auftrians  in  the  environs  of  Altftadt  and 
Goldenftein,  I lhall  be  obliged  to  leave  three 
or  four  battalions  at  Wartha. 

The  remainder  with  me,  therefore,  includ- 
ing the  nine  battalions  from  your  majefty,  will 

amount 
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amount  to  fourteen  battalions,  with  which  I am 
£0  cover  upper  Silefia. 

General  Werner  (as  well  as  his  regiment)  be- 
ing bed  acquainted  with  all  the  diftridfs  in  upper 
Silefia,  is  an  exceedingly  proper  perfon  to  be 
appointed,  by  your  majefty,  for  this  expedition. 

General  Beck  has  juft  directed  his  march  to- 
ward Zittau. 

It  is  affirmed  that  general  Harfch  intends  to 
march  toward  upper  Silefia,  and  that  Jahnus  will 
wait  a reinforcement,  oppofite  this  poft  ; which 
intelligence  has  this  day  been  confirmed  by  the 
report,  here  included,  of  the  burgomafter  of 
Schatzlar. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXXVJ. 

From  the  King . 

O&ober  6,  1759, 

The  enemy  I believe  will  march  to-day, 
by  which,  according  to  all  appearances,  our  ap- 
prehenfions  will  be  relieved. 

The  Ruffians  will  leave  the  road  of  Thorn ; 
and  the  Auftrians  will  march  by  Rawitz  along 
the  frontiers. 


In 
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In  this  cafe,  the  following  will  be  my  difpo- 
fition.  General  Platen  (hall  inftantly  march, 
with  the  regiment  of  Putkammer,  ten  fquadrons 
of  cuiraffiers,  and  the  battalion  of  Buddenbrog  ; 
in  three  days  march  he  will  be  near  Breflau,  and 
will  halt  on  the  4th ; on  the  6th  he  will  be  at 
Lcewen ; on  the  7th  a detachment  will  be  fent 
to  Oppeln,  to  break  down  the  bridge ; and  on  the 
8th  the  bridge  of  Kroppitz  will  be  demolifhed, 
and  the  pandours  driven  from  Cofel. 

Eight  battalions,  with  twelve  twelve-pounders, 
and  generals  Queis  and  Gablenz,  will  depart  on 
the  fame  day;  will  reach  Langen-Oels  in  three 
marches;  will  halt  the  4th  day ; on  the  6th  will 
be  at  Neifs;  and  general  Thiele  will  depart  on 
that  fame  day  with  five  battalions  of  infantry, 
as  will  general  Meyer  with  a regiment  of  dra- 
goons, and  general  Malakowlki  with  the  regi- 
ments of  Rufch  and  Malakowiki,  which  to- 
gether amount  to  fix  hundred  men.  On  the 
4th  day  this  corps  will  be  at  Landfhut,  to  re- 
lieve you.  You  may  then  take  five  fquadrons 
of  Bayreuth,  the  regiment  of  Werner,  one  fqua- 
dron  excepted,  and  the  feven  battalions,  and  in 
three  days  reach  Neifs. 

No  detachment  mud  be  made  to  Wartha;  if 
you  fhould  determine  to  fend  any  forces  thither, 
let  it  be  a free  battalion. 


You 
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You  may  be  at  Neifs  in  three  days,  with 
your  feven  battalions.  You  will  pafs  the  river* 
and  drive  away  the  corps  that  is  at  Neufladt. 
Should  Harfch  fend  any  detachment  into  upper 
Silefia,  Goltz  muft  have  a proportionate  detach- 
ment for  Neifs.  The  five  battalions,  that  I fend 
you,  may  in  any  cafe  hold  the  poft  of  Landfhut, 
provided  Jahnus  only  fhall  remain  at  Schatzlar. 

As  foon  as  Platen  fhall  have  driven  away  the 
gentry  from  Cofel,  you  may  join  your  forces  at 
Leobfchutz  andNeyfladt,  or  fomewhere  there- 
about. 

Laudohn  will  return  by  upper  Silefia,  and 
Harfch  will  detach  fome  of  his  troops  to  Lii- 
bow,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  operations.  Should 
they  then  not  find  any  perfon  to  oppofe  them, 
they  will  be  flrong  enough  to  undertake  either 
the  fiege  of  Cofel  or  that  of  Neifs.  i ought 
to  add  that,  fhould  Jahnus  only  remain  near 
Schatzlar,  you  may  avail  yourfelf  of  the  whole 
regiment  of  Bayreuth. 

Your  grand  objed  is  to  anticipate  Laudohn, 
which  you  may  effed  paft  difpute;  to  deftroy 
the  magazines,  if  the  enemy  have  formed  any, 
at  Troppau  or  at  J^gerndorf ; and  to  harafs 
Laudohn  as  much  as  you  can. 

The  corps  of  Laudohn  amounts  to  eighteen 
thoufand  men,  confifting  of  ten  regiments  of 

horfe, 
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horfe,  three  of  which  are  exceedingly  feeble  £ 
twenty-feven  battalions,  five  of  which  amount 
to  a thoufand  men;  and  the  other  regiments 
likewife  of  about  a thoufand,  with  twelve  hun- 
dred hufTars,  and  two  thoufand  Croats.  On  this 
you  may  depend. 

The  Ruffians  and  Laudohn,  this  morning, 
flill  remain  between  Schlichtingfheim  and  Strau- 
waffier.  As  foon  as  I ffiall  learn  that  they  are 
on  their  march,  and  are  feparated,  I (hall  lend 
off  my  three  columns,  and  give  you  notice  ; that, 
on  the  feventh  day,  you  may  be  near  Neifs. 

With  refpe<ff  to  myfelf,  as  foon  as  I fhall 
perceive  this  country  is  entirely  cleared,  I fhall 
take  the  road  for  Bunzlau  and  Gcerlitz,  to  con- 
clude the  campaign  near  Drefden. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  is  all  I have  the  power 
to  do.  Should  Harfch  make  fome  detachment, 
fail  not  to  fend,  according  to  an  ample  eftimate, 
troops  to  Neifs  in  a like  proportion ; for  it  is 
time  to  think  on  upper  Silefia. 

Adieu,  my  friend.  I embrace  you  with  all 
my  heart. 

FREDERIC. 


LET, 
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LETTER  CXXVII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  O&ober  7,  1759, 

I H AV  E juft  received  the  commands  and 
difpofition  of  your  majefty,  of  the  6th  of  . this 
month  ; according  to  which  I (hail  take  my 
meafares. 

Your  majefty,  having  referved  a regiment  of 
dragoons,  and  fix  hundred  of  the  hmTars  of  Rufch 
and  Malakowiki,  for  generai  Goltz,  which  in  my 
opinion  will  be  fufficient  among  the  mountains 
and  in  the  environs  of  Hirfchberg,  is  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  permit  the  whole  regiment  of  Bay- 
reuth to  join  me';  allowing  me  alfo  to  fend  for 
the  two  fquadrons  of  Werner  huifars,  which  are 
with  the  detachment  of  major  Seelhoorft;  a pro- 
ceeding the  more  neceffary,  as  general  Laud-ohn 
is  very  fuperior  to  me  in  cavalry. 

A fituation  may  occur  which  will  occafion  me 
confiderable  embarraftment. 

Should  Laudohn  pod  himfelf  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cofel  at  the  very  time  that  I am  advancing 
thither,  and  (hould  Harfch  endeavour  to  pene- 
trate near  Weydenau  and  Zuckmantel,  I fliaLl 
then  be  obliged  to  fend  a detachment  to  Op- 
- 1 perfdorf. 
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perfdorf,  or  to  fall  back  with  the  whole  corps, 
that  I may  not  be  cut  off  from  the  magazine  of 
iMeifs. 

In  this  cafe,  Laudohn  would  be  mailer  of 
that  part  of  upper  Silefia. 

L»  M.  FOUQUET* 


LETTER  CXXVilL 

From  the  King . 

Sopliienthal,  October  9,  1759. 

Yo  U do  not  conceive,  my  dear  general, 
the  prefent  combination  of  affairs.  Laudohn 
cannot  pafs  the  Oder,  except  at  Ratibor  or  at 
Oppeln. 

The  Croats,  it  is  faid,  are  collecting  maga- 
zines on  that  fide.  Thefe  magazines  mull  be 
dellroyed,  or  carried  from  the  enemy;  and  the 
bridge  of  Oppeln  and  of  Ratibor  ruined,  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  Laudohn.  It  is  likewife 
neceffary  to  drive  away  the  beggarly  troop,  that 
give  themfelves  an  air  of  blockading  Cofel. 

I have  fent  five  fquadrons  of  huffars  to  Breflau. 
I have  commanded  them  to  go  to  Loewen,  to 
which  place  fend  Werner,  inftantaneoufly,  with 
five  fquadrons  of  his  regiment. 


Inform 
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Inform  him  of  mine  and  of  the  enemy’s  projects 
bn  upper  Silefia.  Perhaps,  with  thefe  ten  fqua- 
drons,  -he  may  accompliOi  the  three  following 
objects : that  is,  he  may  take  the  magazines, 
break  down  the  bridges,  and  chafe  away  the 
enemy,  from  the  environs  of  Cofel. 

With  refped  to  myfelf,  I can  neither  feparate 
my  army  nor  make  detachments,  while  the  Ruf- 
fians and  the  Andrians  (hall  remain  together. 

They  encamp  between  Mechau  and  Great 
Oden,  having  Bartfch  in  their  front, 

I wait  the  moment  of  their  reparation.  The 
Ruffians,  in  a few  days,  will  be  obliged  to  go  to 
Pofnania,  and  Laudohn  to  gain  upper  Silefia. 
I then  fliall  detach  infantry  for  Breflau,  and 
continually  anticipate  them  in  their  projects. 

My  detachment  for  Landfhut  may  arrive 
there  in  three  days.  If,  with  this  corps,  you 
march  immediately  for  Neifs,  and  at  Neudadt 
join  the  regiments  which  l dedined  for  upper 
Silefia,  you  will  continually  be  able  to  harafs 
Laudohn,  at  the  paffage  of  the  Oder,  or  to  fall 
upon  his  rear-guard.  And  fliould  Harfch  de- 
tach, in  confequence,  you  will  fortify,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  enemy  fliall  fortify. 

Recoiled  that,  with  about  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  hulfars  and  three  thoufand  dve  hun- 
dred dragoons,  I have  made  head,  during  the 

Vol.  xiii.  T whole 
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whole  campaign,  againft  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
light  troops,  ten  regiments  of  Auftriani  cavalry, 
and  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  Ruffians.  There- 
fore, with  twenty  fquadrons  of  cavalry  and  two 
good  regiments  of  huffars,  you  may  in  like  man- 
ner make  head  againft  the  cavalry  of  Laudohn ; 
three  regiments  of  which  are  totally  ruined,  and 
the  others  have  moft  feverely  fuffered.  You 
muft  be  attentive  to  affume  ground  on  which 
the  cavalry  will  have  little  opportunity  to  ad. 

Laudohn  has  only  about  eight  thousand  foot, 
and  his  forces  daily  diminifh.  They  remain  five 
or  fix  days  in  want  of  bread,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  make  a very  heavy  march,  which  will  at  lead: 
coft  them  three  thoufand  men,  by  defertion. 
Add  to  this,  thefe  troops  are  afflided  with  the 
dyfentery ; and  that,  confequently,  weaknefs  and 
bad  provifions  will  oblige  Laudohn  to  return, 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  can,  into  Moravia. 

Therefore,  far  from  figuring  to  yourfelf  great 
detachments,  imagine  a new  career  of  glory 
opening  to  your  view. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LET- 
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LETTER  cxxix* 

From  General  Fouquet, 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  O&ober  10,  1759* 

I N obedience  to  your  majefty’s  orders,  of 
the  9th  of  this  month,  I early  to-day  detached 
general  Werner,  with  five  fquadrons  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  inftru&ed  him  in  all  which  it  was 
neceflary  he  fhould  obferve. 

He  will  haften  his  march  to  Laewen  as  much 
as  pofiible,  and  there  will  join  the  five  fquadrons 
that  come  from  Breflau,  and  endeavour  to  exe- 
cute his  expedition,  according  to  the  commands 
and  intention  of  your  majefty. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

Here,  as  with  you,  fire,  there  is  abfolutely 
nothing  new  pafling- 

Harfch  and  Jahnus  {till  keep  the  fame  pofition, 
,nt  Schatzlar  and  Trautemu* 

They  caufe  it  to  be  reported  that  they  intend 
to  march  toward  upper  Silefia,  but  at  prefent 
not  a man  is  in  motion. 

As  foon  as  they  {trail  be  on  the  march,  I will 
inftandy  fend  off  the  three  battalions  deftined 
for  Neifs,  and  will  follow  them  immediately,  af- 
T 2 ter 
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ter  the  reinforcement  from  your  majcfly  (hall 
arrive. 

General  Beck  ftill  remains  in  the  vicinity  of 
Zittau. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXXX. 

From  the  King . 

Oftobcr  26,  1759. 

1 HE  enemy,  my  dear  Fouquet,  yefter- 
day  marched  to  Bajanowa  and  Rawitz.  Lau- 
dohn  and  the  Ruffians  are  dill  together ; not- 
withstanding which,  I fhall  to-day  fend  off  the 
detachment,  which  on  the  29th  will  be  at  Land- 
fhut. 

Major-general  Thiele  marches  to-day,  with 
his  five  battalions,  the  huffars  of  Malakowiki, 
and  major-general  Meyer  with  the  regiment  of 
Platen;  paffing  the  bridge  near  Koeber  to  Rau- 
den,  on  the  27th  they  will  be  at  Liegnitz,  on 
the  28th  at  Ronftock,  and  on  the  29th  at 
Landffiut. 

If  you  could  march  on  the  evening  of  the 
29th  with  the  infantry,  Werner  and  Bayreuth 
might  follow  you,  by  forced  marches.  You 

might 
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'might  then  proceed  with  little  noife  to  Reichen- 
bach ; that  is  to  within  two  miles  of  Landihuti 
and,  on  the  31ft  of  this  month,  you  might  march 
to  Neifs. 

My  nine  battalions  are  at  Trachenberg,  whence 
I (hall  fend  them  immediately  for  Brieg ; and  I 
imagine  they  will  be  five  days  on  their  march, 
Laudohn  marches  through  Kalifch  and  Czen- 
ftochow.  I (hall  keep  pace  with  him  as  far  as 
Wartenberg ; to  which  purpofe  I (hall  fend  off 
five  fquadrons  of  cuirafiiers.  As  foon  as  Lau- 
dohn fhall  be  at  a diftance  from  that  country, 
we  will  march  diredtly  through  Brieg  to  Leo  wen, 
I know  not  how  it  happens  that  Laudohn  is 
informed  of  the  march  you  make;  it  is  not  from 
us  that  he  has  heard  it  : I have  not  too  good  an 
opinion  of  your  fecretary : as  the  enemy  employs 
fo  much  treachery,  pay  fome  attention  to  his 
conduct,  recolleding  that  we  are  at  a crifis, 
when  it  is  neceffary  to  be  continually  diffident. 

As  foon  as  you  fhall  arrive  at  Neifs,  you  will 
firfl  receive  reports  from  generals  Queifs  and 
Gablenz,  who  are  there  with  the  infantry,  as 
well  as  from  Podjurfki  and  Schmettau. 

Sixteen  battalions  are  as  many  as  you  will 
want.  I have  caufed  the  bridge  of  Oppeln  to 
be  broken  down,  and  Iknow  Laudohn  has  faid— » 
u Should  general  Fouquet  be  before  me,  on  the 
T 3 fide 
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€e  fide  of  Cofel  and  Ratibor,  I (hall  pafs  the 
“ Jablunkau.” 

Should  thefe  operations  bring  things  to  the 
point  of  rendering  it  impoflible  for  the  enemy 
to  undertake  any  fiege  in  Silefia,  you  perhaps 
may  inflid  on  them  a part  of  the  evil  which  they 
have  done  us  here,  in  burning  and  pillaging. 
There  would  be  no  great  harm,  therefore,  in 
burning  Jaegerndorf,  and  fome  villages' in  thofe 
environs,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oppa,  which 
will  prevent  them  from  keeping  fo  many  troops 
on  our  frontiers. 

FREDERIC. 

I am  ill,  my  dear  general,  which  prevents  me 
from  writing  to  you  with  a certain  degree  of 
conne&ion,  on  all  thefe  affairs.  I rely  on  your 
abilities. 

Laudohn  (houid  be  fourteen  days  on  his 
march  to  Oppeln,  and  fifteen  to  Ratibor ; 
whence  you  perceive  you  will  always  be  ahle 
to  be  much  before  him. 

I embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC. 
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LETTER  CXXXL 
From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  LancEhut,  O&ober  27,  1759* 

I HAVE  juft  received  your  majefty’s  or- 
ders, of  the  26th  of  this  month,  and  have  learnt 
that  general  Thiele  will  arrive  here,  on  the  19th, 
with  five  battalions  and  the  huflars  of  Mala- 
kowfki,  and  general  Meyer  with  the  regiment  of 
Platen. 

I lhall  depart,  on  the  fame  evening,  to  march 
toward  Neifs.  It  is  thirteen  miles  from  the  place 
where  we  are  to  that  town.  I (hall  haften  my 
march  as  much  as  poflible ; but,  as  fome  fnow 
has  fallen,  and  as  it  rains  every  day,  I do  not 
think  I can  reach  Neifs  before  the  31ft.  I will 
be  as  near  it  however  as  I can." 

General  Schenkendorf  relieves  general  Goltz, 
at  Hirfchberg,  in  order  that  Goltz  may  take 
the  command  here. 

Four  battalions  will  remain  at  Hirfchberg, 
and  Goltz  will  have  twelve  here  ; including 
thofe  of  general  Thiele,  the  huflars  of  Mala- 
kowfki,  and  the  Platen  dragoons. 

Wifh  refped  to  the  corps  of  general  Queifs, 
T 4 the 
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the  nine  battalions  that  are  to  go  to  Loewen^ 
and  the  cuiraffiers  of  Schmettau,  with  the  hulfars 
of  Podjurfki,  according  to  the  news  which  I re- 
ceive from  Neifs  concerning  the  march  of  Lau- 
dohn,  we  may  form  a jun&ion  in  the  vicinage 
of  Oppeln,  Krappitz,  or  Cofel. 

I have  not  the  lead;  fufpicion  of  the  impru- 
dence of  my  fecretary,  whom  I believe  to  be  re- 
ferved  and  difcreet ; but  general  Werner  fpread 
a report  that  a corps  of  eight  or  ten  thoufand 
men  were  on  their  march,  toward  upper  Silefia, 
which  I imagine  may  have  given  rife  to  the 
conje&ures  of  Laudohn. 

The  pillaging  and  burning,  that  have  been 
committed,  are  attributed  to  the  Ruffians ; nor 
have  we  hitherto  any  conviction  of  the  guilt  of 
the  Audrians. 

Permit  me,  fire,  to  venture  to  fpeak  my  opi- 
nion. 

I imagine  that,  in  reprifal  for  a place  like  Jas- 
gerndorf,  and  fome  villages,  we  (hall  lofe  ten 
times  more,  in  upper  Silefia,  in  the  county  of 
Glatz,  and  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

I wifh,  fire,  mod;  fincerely  wifh,  that  you 
may  immediately  be  relieved  from  the  pains  of 
the  gout,  with  which  your  majefty  is  incom- 
moded ; nor  have  I any  doubt  of  this,  pro- 
vided 
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?ided  your  majefty  can  fecure  yourfelf  from  the 
cold. 

L,  M.  FOUQUET. 

It  is  above  two  months  fince  captains  Steiner 
and  Watteville,  of  the  free  battalion  of  Liide- 
ritz,  had  an  affair  of  honour  together,  in  \vhich 
the  firft  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded. 

Having  been  exceedingly  improperly  treated, 
during  his  illnefs,  he  died  on  the  ioth  day, 
which  obliged  captain  Watteville  to  take  refuge 
at  Koenigfgr^tz. 

As  Watteville  is  a very  worthy  and  brave 
officer,  full  of  zeal  for  your  majefty ’s  fervice,  I 
venture,  fire,  to  take  the  liberty  to  requeft  his 
pardon  ; and,  if  your  majefty  fhall  think  proper 
to  appear  ignorant  of  the  tranfa&ion,  I can  in- 
duce him  to  return. 

For  which  I wait  your  majefty  Y commands*. 

* The  anfwers  of  the  king,  to  this  and  to  fome  following 
letters,  are  wanting. 
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LETTER  CXXXIT 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Keifs,  November  I,  1759% 

O N my  arrival  here,  I received  the  gra- 
cious letter  of  your  majefty,  dated  the  31ft  of 
the  laft  month. 

I find  myfelf  obliged  to  fuffer  the  corps  to 
reft  to-morrow,  and  to  provide  it  with  bread, 
forage,  and  other  fubfiflence. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  I fhall  continue  my 
march,  according  to  the  commands  of  your  ma- 
}efty,  and  fhall  endeavour  in  three  days  to  be  at 
Breflau. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET 

I am  delighted,  fire,  to  underfhmd  you  are 
recovered.  As  to  the  weaknefs  in  your  legs, 
that  will  foon  be  overcome. 


LET 
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LETTER  CXXXIIL 


SIRE, 


From  General  Fouquet. 

Hundsfelde,  November  5, 


I HAVE  this  day  departed,  with  my 


corps,  for  Olau.  I have  paffed  Breflau  and  the 
Oder,  and  fixed  my  quarters  here,  near  Hundf- 


General  Schmettau  has  fent  me  intelligence 
that  Laudohn  has  retired  flill  further  into  Po- 
land, and  that  there  is  nothing  to*  fear  for  Mi- 
litfch ; for  which  reafon  I (hall  march  my  corps 
toward  Wartenberg,  and  leave  general  Schmet- 
tau at  Militfch,  polling  fome  battalions  and  fome 
fquadrons  in  the  midway,  near  Gofchutz. 

I fhall  thus  find  myfelf  more  ready  to  obferve 
the  motions  of  general  Laudohn,  and  to  keep 
pace  with  him  along  the  frontiers,  fhould  it  be 
his  intention  to  advance  further  toward  upper 
Silefia. 


felde. 


L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET 
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LETTER  CXXXIV. 


From  General  Fouquet . 

Oels,  November  9,  175^ 

N my  arrival  here,  on  the  7th,  1 imme- 
diately fent  my  vanguard  forward,  as  far  as  War- 
tenberg. 

As  I have  juft  received  advice  that  general 
Laudohn  is  decamped  from  Zduni  and  thofe  en- 
virons,on  his  march  for  Kalifch  or  Czenftochow, 
having  left  fome  cavalry  and  Coftacks  at  Sal- 
mirfchutz,  oppofite  this  place,  1 fhall  this  morn- 
ing march  through  Brieg  befide  the  Oder,  and 
through  Cofel,  and  ftiall  poft  myfelf  in  the  en- 
virons of  Gros-Strelitz,  or  of  Toft,  and  thus 
endeavour  to  anticipate  the  enemy.  General 
Schmettau  will  remain,  with  the  half  of  the 
corps,  in  the  vicinity  of  Oels,  as  long  as  the 
enemy  (hall  continue  ftationed  oppofite  to  him, 
and  will  follow  as  foon  as  circumftances  will 
permit. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

Marfhal  Daun  very  properly  teftifies  the  at- 
tention and  refpedt  which  are  your  majefty’s  due, 
fince  he  already  begins  to  retreat  to  fo  great  a 
diftance.  I wifti  your  majefty  health  and  good 
fortune. 


3 
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LETTER  CXXXV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Cofel,  November  20 3 

As  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
tion  of  general  Laudohn  dire&ly  to  take  the 
road  of  Beuthen  and  Tarnowitz,  through  the 
county  of  Plefle,  I have  polled  on  the  frontiers 
of  thefe  diftri&s  fome  dragoons  and  huflars,  and 
fome  grenadiers  at  Tarnowitz.  I have  llationed 
myfelf,  with  the  remainder  of  the  infantry,  in 
the  environs  of  Cofel,  that  I may  be  ready  to 
a£t. 

Laudohn  has  found  himfelf  thus  obliged  to 
diredt  his  march  to  Czenftochow  and  Cracau ; 
and  it  is  prefumed  that  he  will  proceed  through 
Zipferland,  in  Hungary.  However  I have  de- 
tached general  Werner,  with  his  hulTars  and 
two  hundred  foot  of  the  regiment  of  Alt-Sidow, 
for  Troppau,  to  make  an  excurlion  thither. 

On  the  1 8th,  he  there  furprifed  the  garrifon, 
which  confided  of  cavalry  and  Croats,  and  drove 
it  out  of  the  town,  making  a hot  purfuit.  A 
hundred  and  eighty  men  were  killed,  eleven 
officers  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  fol- 
diers  made  prifoners,  and  eighty  horfes  were 

taken  ; 
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taken : the  bell  of  them  have  been  fele£ted* 
and  diftributed  among  the  dragoons  and  huflars. 

Three  officers  and  a hundred  and  feventeen. 
foldiers,  of  the  prifoners,  were  fo  dangeroufly 
wounded  that  they  could  not  be  removed,  and 
were  obliged  to  be  left  at  Troppau,  in  cafe  of  a 
reverfe  of  fortune.  Our  whole  lofs  confifts  in 
three  dead  and  eleven  wounded. 

I have  at  the  fame  time  fent  colonel  Billow* 
with  fix  fquadrons  of  dragoons  and  three  fqua- 
drons  of  hufiTars,  toward  Czenftochow  ; and  an- 
other party  likewife  to  Biala  and  Bielitz.  Thefe 
are  not  yet  returned. 

As  foon  as  I fhall  be  matter  of  thefe  diftrifts* 
I (hall  fee  what  can  further  be  undertaken. 

I have  left  general  Schmettau,  with  five  bat- 
talions, the  regiment  of  Schlaberndorf,  and  four 
fquadrons  of  huflars,  in  the  environs  of  Mi- 
litfch  and  Trachenberg,  there  to  impede  the 
ravages  of  the  enemy. 

As  I amjutt  informed  that  the  Ruffians  again 
extend  themfelves  along  the  frontiers,  and  are 
fnaking  new  incurfions,  I have  written  to  gene- 
ral Goltz,  to  reinforce  general  Schmettau  with 
the  regiment  of  Ramin. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET* 
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LETTER  CXXXVI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Ratibor,  December  2,  1 759. 

GENERAL  Laudohn  decamped  on  the 
aoth  of  ] aft  month  from  Czenftochow,  and  march- 
ed toward  Cracau.  Colonel  Biilow  was  detached 
thither,  and  on  the  21ft  arrived  at  Czenftochow, 
where  he  took  eight  prifoners  and  fome  baggage, 
with  the  medicinal  army-chefl;  and  purfued  the 
enemy  above  a mile. 

Major  Rofenkrantz,  of  the  regiment  of  Wer- 
ner, made  at  the  fame  time  an  excurfion  to  Kent, 
Biala,  and  Bielftz,  where  he  found  much  of  the 
enemy’s  baggage. 

According  to  advice  received,  that  Laudohn 
intended  to  go  from  Cracau  to  Bielitz,  I fent 
colonel  Biilow  with  the  dragoons,  and  major- 
general  le  Grand  with  two  battalions  of  grena- 
diers, to  the  vicinity  of  Beron  andPleffe;  and  to 
fupport  them  I likewife  fent  general  Ramin,  with 
two  battalions,  toward  Loflau. 

On  the  27th,  Laudohn  attempted  to  penetrate 
near  Ofivienczien  and  Gottfchallkowitz,  where 
he  was  repulfed  by  colonel  Biilow  and  general 
le  Grand,  The  latter,  on  the  29th,  drove  off 
4 the 
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the  advanced  pods  of  the  enemy,  from  Dzied- 
zitz  and  Czechau,  between  Pleffe  and  Bielitz, 
and  took  two  prifoners. 

When  the  Auftrians  filed  off,  on  the  left,  the 
faid  detachments  followed  them,  on  the  right. 

On  the  30th,  I marched  with  fix  battalions 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Ratibor,  there  to  hold 
myfelf  in  readinefs ; and,  for  this  reafon,  I caufed 
the  bridge  over  the  Oder  to  be  repaired. 

The  fame  day,  the  corps  of  the  enemy  again 
attempted  to  penetrate,  near  Pleffe;  but  was 
again  repulfed,  by  general  Werner. 

The  intention  of  general  Laudohn  was  to 
proceed  through  the  dutchy  of  Tefchen,  into 
Moravia  ; there  to  take  up  his  winter  quarters.  * 

General  DrafkowitZ,  in  order  to  cover  his 
march,  was  polled  along  the  frontiers,  with 
twelve  battalions ; which  alfo  occupied  Halt- 
fchin  and  Benefchau,  near  the  Oppa,  on  this 
fide  of  the  frontiers; 

On  the  6th,  both  places  were  attacked  at  the 
fame  time,  each  by  two  of  our  battalions ; the 
garrifons  were  expelled,  a great  number  of  men 
were  killed,  and  an, officer  and  fixty-fix  privates 
were  made  prifoners. 

General  Laudohn  is  at  prefent  in  the  environs 
of  Tefchen?  and,  according  to  the  intelligence 
we  have  received,  muft  have  loft,  by  defertion, 

during 
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during  bis  march  through  Poland , more  than 
four  thoufand  men. 

As  he  is  at  prefent  making  arrangements  to 
take  up  his  winter  quarters  in  Moravia,  I fhali 
by  degrees  form  a chain,  with  the  corps,  limilar 
to  that  of  laft  year. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


“ THE  campaign  of  1759  was  terminated,  in 
cc  upper  Silefia,  by  an  agreement,  between  ge~ 
€(  neral  Fouquet  and  general  Laudohn,  in  which 
“ they  mutually  regulated  the  manner  of  guard- 
“ ing  the  frontiers. 

<c  The  Auftrians  entered  into  winter  quarters 
“ in  Moravia,  and  formed  a chain  along  the 
“ frontiers,  extending  from  Grulifch  to  Bielitz. 

“ The  corps  of  general  Fouquet  covered  the 
tC  frontiers  of  upper  Silefia,  and  took  up  its  win- 
<c  ter  quarters,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  in  the 
“ country  between  Neuftadt  and  Ratibor.  The 
<c  general  quarters  were  fixed  at  Leobfchutz. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January  1760,  general  Fou- 
ce  quet  marched,  at  the  head  of  eight  battalions 
“ and  eight  fquadrons,  and  departed  fromLeob- 
fchutz  for  Loe  wen  berg. 

£C  He  ordered  general  Schmettau  to  advance, 
yol.  xni.  U “ who 
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“ who  was  lhen  polled  with  a detachment  near 
“ Lauban,  as  far  as  Goerlitz.  The  command 
“ cf  the  forces  that  remained  in  upper  Silefia 
<c  was  committed  to  general  Goltz  ; and  gene- 
(C  ral  Schenkendorf  continued,  with  fome  troops, 

“ in  the  poll  of  Landlhut. 

“ Thefe  different  parties,  all  under  the  com- 
<c  mand  of  general  Fouquet,  found  no  oppor- 
“ tunity  of  diftinguifhing  themfelves,  during  the 
“ winter.  Nothing  remarkable  palfed  before 
“ the  month  of  March,  when  general  Laudohn 
“ made  an  ineffedlual  attack  on  the  garrifon  of 
iC  Neulladt,  but  was  repulfed  by  general  Goltz, 
<c  who  on  that  occafion  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in 
ce  a very  remarkable  manner. 

(c  The  correfpondence  between  the  king  and 
<c  general  Fouquet  was  difcontinued,  or  at  leaft 
“ has  not  been  made  public,  till  the  month  of 
tc  June,  the  two  following  letters  excepted,  in 
“ the  firft  of  which  the  king  very  gracionlly 
“ conferred  the  provolllhip  of  the  cathedral 
“ church  of  Brandenburg  on  the  general.  The 
“ pradlice  of  rewarding  military  men  with 
(C  church  livings  was  very  common,  under  this 
cc  king’s  reign,  and  the  pradlice  is  Hill  con- 
“ tinued.” 
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LETTER  CXXXVII. 


From  the  King, 

Freiberg,  April  22,  1760. 

The  provoftlhip  of  the  cathedral  church 
of  Brandenburg  being  now  vacant,  and  at  my 
difpofal,  by  the  death  of  the  late  prince  Maurice 
of  Anhalt,  I take  this  opportunity  to  prove  how 
highly  I am  fatisfied  with  your  zeal,  and  unal- 
terable attachment  to  my  fervice. 

This  is  the  motive  which  induces  me  to  con- 
fer on  you  the  benefice  in  queftion,  with  all  its 
annexed  privileges,  rights,  and  revenues ; in 
confequence  of  which  I have  ifiued  the  necef- 
fary  orders  to  the  minifter  of  ftate,  baron  Dan- 
kelmann. 

But,  as  there  is  an  article  to  regulate,  con- 
cerning a capital  of  twelve  thoufand  crowns, 
which  the  late  king  my  father  fecured  to  the  faid 
prince  Maurice,  on  the  funds  of  this  benefice, 
*0  be  reftored  to  his  heirs  by  his  fucceflor,  as 
prince  Maurice  was  himfelf  obliged  to  reftore  to 
the  heirs  of  Grumbkow,  when  the  faid  benefice 
devolved  on  him,  you  muft  make  previous  fti- 
pulations  with  the  heirs  of  the  prince,  relative  to 
this  article ; efpecially  as  the  above-mentioned 
U 2 capital 
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capital  will  be  in  like  manner  fecured  to  your 
future  heirs,  as  you  may  convince  yourfelf,  from 
the  order  I have  given,  on  this  fubjed,  to  the 
minider  of  date,  Dankelmann. 

I fincerely  wifh  you  may  enjoy  this  benefice 
as  many  years,  at  lead,  as  it  was  enjoyed  by  the 
late  mardial  Grumbkow. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

, FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CXXXVIII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Lcewenberg,  April  27,  1760. 

Your  majedy  feems  to  have  made  it 
a rule  to  overwhelm  me  with  wealth,  notwith- 
danding  the  little  defire  I have  for  riches ; and, 
to  increafe  my  embarradment,  you  make  me  an 
ecclefiadic. 

I diould  acquit  myfelf  as  ill  of  the  functions 
of  this  profefiion,  were  I obliged  to  officiate,  as 
of  the  part  of  Arbates  *.  I fliall  however  con- 


* One  of  the  chara&ers  in  the  tragedy  of  Mithridates, 
by  Racine.  The  allufion  here  is  to  the  theatrical  reprefenta- 
tions,  which  were  a part  of  the  pleafures  of  the  king,  during 
his  refidence  at  Rheinfberg. 
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foie  myfelf,  provided  I can  but  have  the  fatift 
fa&ion  of  equalling  your  wifhes,  during  the  war, 
and  of  aiding  the  good  fortune  of  your  majefty ; 
to  effedt  which  I would  moft  willingly  facrifice 
the  provoftlhip,  the  chapter,  and  my  life. 

I am  not  in  any  manner  embarraffed,  con- 
cerning the  reftitution  of  the  twelve  thoufand 
crowns,  for  which  your  majefty  has  but  too  effec- 
tually provided. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


“ AT  the  beginning  of  May,  prince  Henry 
“ repaired  with  a body  of  troops  near  Sagali ; 
€e  and  on  the  yth  of  the  fame  month  had  an  in- 
“ terview  with  general  Fouquet,  at  Kitlitzreben, 
“ not  far  from  Buntzlau.  ^ 

“ On  the  ioth,  general  Fouquet  received  the 
<e  king’s  orders  to  obferve  general  Laudohn,  and 
“ to  keep  pace  with  him,  on  his  march  along 
u the  Bober  and  the  Oder  to  Franckfort,  fhould 
u he  attempt  to  turn  on  the  Brandenburg  fide, 
“ or  to  defend  Schweidnitz  and  Breflau,  Ihould 
cc  he  enter  Silefia. 

ct  General  Laudohn  having  extended  his 
“ forces  along  the  frontiers,  toward  Landfhut, 
£<  in  the  county  of  Glatz,  general  Fouquet  aban- 
doned  Loewenberg  on  the  28th  of  May  ; and, 

U3 
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“ on  the  30th,  marched  with  his  corps  to  the 
<c  environs  of  Froslichfdorf  and  Furilenflein, 

<c  there  to  obferve  the  motions  of  general  Lau- 
“ dohn. 

cc  Fifteen  battalions  in  referve  remained  in 
cc  the  vicinity  of  Loewenberg  and  Lauban,  to 
“ join  the  army  of  prince  Henry. 

<c  General  Schenkendorf  was  polled  nearLand- 
€C  fhut,  with  fome  battalions,  fubjed  to  the  or- 
“ ders  of  general  Fouquet. 

“ Laudohn  had  arranged  his  corps,  in  two 
“ lines,  near  Franckenftein ; one  of  which  ex- 
“ tended  from  Tarnau  to  Grochau,  and  the  other 
cc  from  Zodel  to  Baumgarten. 

“ By  this,  general  Fouquet  found  himfelf  in 
c<  the  utmofl  embarralfment. 

“ He  forefaw  how  neceflary  it  was  that  the 
“ poll  of  Landfhut  fhould  be  maintained ; not 
“ only  to  defend  the  pafs  which  leads  to  the 
“ circle  of  Kcenigfgnetz,  through  Trautenau 
“ into  Bohemia,  but  alfo  to  prevent  the  fiege  of 
“ Glatz  ; while,  on  the  other  fide,  the  king 
Cf  wilhed  his  firft  care  fliould  be  to  defend  the 
“ fortreffes  of  Breflau,  Schweidnitz,  Glogau, 
“ and  Neifs. 

“ His  corps  was  too  feeble  to  attend  to  thefe 
“'different  objeds. 

“ General  Fouquet  could  not,  at  the  utmofl, 

“ leave 
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“ leave  more  than  five  battalions  at  Landfhut ; 

which  evidently  were  in  danger  of  deftruc- 
cc  tion,  Ihould  he  be  at  too  great  a diftance. 

“ By  a fingle  march,  Laudohn  could  be  at 
€C  the  gates  of  Schweidnitz  ; and  in  two  marches 
“ it  was  equally  eafy  for  him  to  arrive  at  Bref- 
“ lau,  before  general  Fouquet. 

“ In  ■ this  perplexity,  he  wrote  to  prince 
“ Henry,  who  Fill  remained  polled  near  Sagan, 
cc  to  fend  a detachment  on  the  fide  of  Freiburg, 
“ in  order  to  maintain  the  poll  near  Landfhut. 

“ The  required  detachment  not  arriving,  ge- 
<c  neral  Fouquet  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  call  in 
66  general  Schenkendorf,  with  his  battalions, 
“ from  Landfhut ; and  on  the  evening  of  the 
cc  4th  of  June,  to  quit  Froehlichfdorf,  and  fix 
“ his  camp  near  Wiirben. 

“ On  the  5th,  general  Laudohn  left  Franck- 
cc  enllein,  with  his  corps  divided  into  two  co- 
<c  lumns ; one  of  which  llationed  itfelf  near 
“ Nimtfch,  and  the  other  near  Reichenbach. 
“ General  Dralkowitz  directed  his  maxch  toward 
cc  Franckenftein. 

This  induced  general  Fouquet  to  depart 
<c  from  Wiirben  on  the  6th  of  June,  at  two 
“ o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  cover 
Brellau,  and  to  encamp  near  Romenau  ; after 
U 4 66  having 
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having  fent  general  Je  Grand  forward,  as  far 
‘c  as  Opperau. 

“ General  Laudohn,  feeing  his  project  on 
“ Breflau  thus  rendered  ineffectual,  quitted 
6C  Nimtfch  on  the  7th,  and  retired  by  Silber- 
6C  berg  into  the  environs  of  Glatz. 

“ General  Fouquet,  at  the  head  of  the  grena- 
“ diers  and  free  battalions,  followed  ; paffing  by 
ic  Canth,  Jordanfmiihle,  Nimtfch,  and  Reichen- 
<e  bach ; and,  after  having  taken  two  lieutenants 
€e  and  feventy-five  dragoons,  from  the  enemy’s 
“ rear- guard,  as  he  retreated  among  the  moun- 
cc  tains,  Fouquet,  on  the  10th,  encamped  near 
€C  Grceditz. 

“ Being  then  informed  that  two  regiments  of 
“ dragoons,  two  regiments  of  huffars,  the  regi- 
<c  ment  of  Laudohn  grenadiers,  and  a party  of 
u Croats,  of  the  corps  of  the  Auflrian  general, 
“ Nauendorf,had  polled  themfelvesnearKleitfch, 
between  Reichenbach  and  Franckenftein,  he 
u on  the  night  of  the  13th  marched,  with  fix 
u battalions  and  eight  fquadrons,  to  furprife 
“ this  poft ; but  his  projeCl  having  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Auflrian  troops,  they,  in 
“ great  hade,  retired  to  Silberberg  ; fo  that  not 
“ above  fixty  prifoners,  and  a hundred  and 
u twenty  horfes,  were  taken. 


“ As 
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(C  As  foon  as  general  Schenkendorf  had  quit* 
ted  the  poft  of  Landfhut,  the  firft  a£t  of  the 
Auftrians  was  eagerly  to  feize  on  it,  their  prin- 
cipal  objed  being  to  capture  Glatz. 
cc  They  made  the  neceflary  preparations  for 
f‘  the  fiege,  and  occupied  the  pafs  near  Wartha, 
as  well  as  thofe  pafles  that  lead  to  the  moun- 
“ tains.  Here  they  threw  up  fo  many  intrench - 
“ ments,  and  abatis,  that  a fmall  army  would 
fe  vainly  have  endeavoured  to  relieve  Glatz,  on 
(c  that  fide. 

“ Thus  circumftanced,  general  Fouquet 
u thought  it  more  prudent  to  cover  the  for- 
“ treffes  of  Breflau  and  Schweidnitz,  and  to 
“ ftielter  the  open  country  from  the  incurfions 
u of  the  enemy,  than  to  endeavour  to  recover 
“ the  poft  of  Landfhut,  which  he  doubted  his 
“ ability  to  defend,  with  fo  fmall  a corps,  againft 
“ the  numerous  armies  by  which  it  was  fur- 
“ rounded. 

“ He  advifed  the  king  to  fend  a detachment 
*c  into  Silefia,  with  the  utmoft  fpeed ; and,  if 
“ poffible,  to  make  a diverfion  toward  Koenigf- 
“ grastz. 

“ The  king  was  dilpofed  to  repair  thither  in 
(c  perfon,  but  was  perhaps  prevented  by  acci- 
“ dents.  In  the  mean  time,  he  fent  exprefs 
■“  orders  to  general  Fouquet  again  to  render 

u himfelf 


II 
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<c  himfeif  matter  of,  and  to  maintain,  his  poft 
6C  near  Landfhut. 

“ The  following  letters  complete  the  narra- 
€C  tive  of  thefe  expeditions.” 


LETTER  CXXXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Grcedlitz,  June  16,  1760. 

I YESTERDAY  evening  received  your 
majefty’s  orders,  of  the  nth  of  this  month,  in 
conlequence  of  which  I fhall  depart  to-night  for 
the  expedition  of  Landfhut. 

Jahnus  is  reinforced  by  the  regiments  of  foot 
of  Konigfegg  and  Leopold  Palfy,  which  yefter- 
day  arrived  from  Glatz,  with  fome  cuirafliers 
and  huffars. 

I hope  fortune  will  fecond  our  efforts ; though, 
fliould  the  enemy  do  his  duty,  fuccefs  will  be 
very  doubtful. 

I have  no  intelligence  from  D’O  ; he  is  fo 
inclofed  on  every  fide  that  no  meffenger  can  pafs, 
and  thofe  who  have  made  the  attempt  have 
been  immediately  hanged. 

The  deferters  affirm  that  the  artillery,  which 
7 fhould 
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fhould  come  from  Prague  and  Olmutz,  is  not 
yet  arrived ; and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  they 
have  prepared  a great  number  of  ladders,  for 
the  general  aflault. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXL. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  June  17,  1760. 

I YESTERDAY  departed,  at  ten  in  the 
evening,  from  the  environs  of  Schweidnitz,  for 
the  expedition  of  Landfhut,  with  the  major- 
generals  Schenkendorf,  Malakowfki,  le  Grand, 
and  colonel  Rofen:  followed  by  four  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  four  battalions  of  mufketeers,  three 
battalions  eleven  fquadrons  of  huftars,  and  four 
fquadrons  of  dragoons.  I have  left  general 
Ziethen,  with  the  reft  of  the  troops,  in  our  for- 
mer camp,  and  have  ordered  him  to  follow  us, 
on  the  morrow,  and  to  take  poft  on  the  Zeifken- 
berg. 

At  ten  o’clock  this  morning;  we  arrived  at 
Landfhut.  The  following  is  a lift  of  the  enemy’s 
troops,  that  occupy  this  poft  : 


1 regi- 
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i regiment  of  Koenigfegg. 

i of  Simbfchen. 

i > — -«  ofPreyfach. 

i of  Forgafch. 

i — — of  Broder  Croats, 
i — of  Peterwardein  Croats, 
i battalion  of  Platz. 

i of  the  archduke  Jofeph. 

i regiment  of  cuirafliers  of  Modena. 

1 of  dragoons  of  the  archduke  Jo- 

feph. 

2 regiments  of  huflars. 

Generals  Gaifrug,  St.  Ignon,  Jahnus,  and 
Gourd,  were  at  the  head  of  thefe  forces.  The 
attack  was  made  on  three  fides,  and  the  fire  of 
the  artillery  and  the  fmall  arms  did  not  ceafe 
till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  enemy, 
retiring  from  one  redoubt  to  another,  was  at 
length  obliged  to  abandon  his  poft, 

I have  taken  care  to  garnifh  the  heights,  on 
which  the  enemy  had  almoft  ruined  all  the  re- 
doubts. 

Our  prifoners  amount  only  to  one  captain, 
two  lieutenants,  and  about  fifty  foldiers.  The 
reafon  of  this  is  the  great  number  of  the  enemies 
troops,  by  which  their  retreat  was  perfedtly  co- 
vered. 


L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


correspondence. 
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LETTER  CXLI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  June  19,  1760* 

The  corps  which  we  on  the  17th  of  this 
month  obliged  to  quit  the  poft  of  Landfhut,  has 
Rationed  itfelf  on  the  heights  near  Reich-Hen- 
nerfdorf ; which,  as  your  majefly  knows,  are  in- 
attackable. 

It  was  yeflerday  reinforced  by  the  corps  of 
general  Wolferfdorf;  and ‘again  to-day  by  a de- 
tachment from  the  corps  of  Laudohn.. 

I have  attempted  to  diflurb  them,  by  the  fire 
of  the  artillery  and  howitzers,  but  with  little 
fuccefs. 

A new  detachment,  from  the  troops  of  Lau- 
dohn, has  been  feen  arriving  near  Friedland, 
and  has  advanced  to  Hartmannfdorf  and  Wit- 
gendorf,  on  the  Ziegen-Riieken.  I might  eafily 
attack  and  repulfe  this  corps,  had  I no  fear  that 
the  troops  which  are  now  near  Reich -Hennerf- 
dorf  fhould  occupy  my  poll. 

„ Your  majefly  having  various  times  command- 
ed me  not  to  quit  my  prefent  pofl,  I will  pay 
exadl  obedience  to  thefe  orders,  and  defend  my- 
felf  to  the  laft  extremity. 

My 
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My  provifion  of  bread,  flour,  and  forage, 
will  ferve  me  to  the  end  of  the  prefent  month. 
I have  left  general  Ziethen  and  colonel  Kleift 
on  the  Zeilkenberg,  to  cover  the  pafs  that  leads 
to  Schweidnitz,  with  four  battalions  and  two 
fquadrons  of  huflars,  one  of  which  is  now  in 
garrifon,  at  Freiberg.  This  corps  however  is 
very  much  expofed,  in  its  poll;  confidering 
that  prefent  circumftances  difable  me  from  fend- 
ing any  fuccour  thither,  if  I mean  not  to  rifk 
being  too  much  weakened  myfelf.  The  troops 
of  Beck  advanced,  on  the  14th,  as  far  as  Friede- 
berg,  and  Greiflenberg. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  artillery  which  was 
expelled  from  Olmutz  is  arrived,  and  is  at  pre- 
fent near  Glatz.  In  obedience  to  your  majefty’s 
orders,  general  le  Grand  yefterday  departed  for 
Neifs,  with  a fquadron  of  the  Alt-Platen  dra- 
goons. Confequently  I have  only  generals  Schen- 
kendorf  and  Malakowfki,  and  colonel  Rofen  with 
me. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXLII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  June  21,  1760* 

I HAVE  no  doubt  but  your  majefty  has 
received  my  two  reports,  of  fimilar  contents,  of 
the  19th. 

According  to  your  majefty ’s  commands,  I 
have  again  taken  poffeffion  of  the  poft  of  Land- 
fhut. 

Oppofite  to  me  are  the  corps  of  Gaifrug  and 
Jahnus;  and,  on  the  right  as  well  as  on  the 
left,  thofe  of  Wolferfdorf  and  Nauendorf,  to 
whom  Laudohn  carefully  fends  daily  fuccours. 

Chained  in  fome  manner  to  a fpot,  I dare  not 
hazard  the  lead  change  of  pofition  ; for  I am 
fo  near  the  enemy  that  we  fire  at  each  other  with 
fmall  arms. 

All  communication  with  Schweidnitz  and  with 
general  Ziethen,  on  the  Zeifkenberg,  I am  cut 
off  from,  by  the  corps  of  Nauendorf,  which  is 
Rationed  between  us;  and  I prefume  that  gene- 
ral Ziethen  will  be  obliged  to  quit  his  poft,  and 
to  retire  to  Schweidnitz. 

I have  no  fear  that  I fhall  want  bread,  forage, 
or  pay  for  the  foldiers,  before  the  end  of  the 
month. 


In 
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In  this  fituation,  I (hall  endeavour  to  fupport 
myfelf  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  (hall  wait  for 
the  diverlion  to  be  made  by  your  majefty. 

I am  unable  to  learn  what  is  palling  at  Glatz. 
General  Zaftrow  will  inform  your  majefty  of 
whatever  intelligence  can  be  obtained,  on  this 
fubjecft ; and  will  only  wait  your  orders,  to  ar- 
range the  neceflary  provifion  of  bread. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


tc  ON  the  2 1 ft,  general  Laudohn  himfelf  ar~ 
“ rived,  at  the  head  of  a confiderable  army,  in 
“ the  environs  of  Landlbut,  and  fixed  his  head 
<c  quarters  at  Schwarzwalde. 

cc  According  to  a lift  found  among  the  papers 
cc  of  general  Fouquet,  the  Auftrian  army  col- 
“ lecled  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  attack  the 
“ poft  of  Landlhut,  confifted  of  forty  battalions 
“ and  feventy-feven  fquadrons,  amounting  in 
“ the  whole  to  thirty-four  thoufand  men.  At 
“ the  head  of  this  corps,  exclufive  of  the  grand 
“ mafter  of  artillery,  Laudohn,  were  fix  lieu- 
“ tenant-general  camp-marfhals,  and  thirteen 
<c  major-generals. 

“ The  whole  Pruftian  corps,  which  was  to  de- 
“ fend  the  poft  of  Landlhut,  confifted  of  no 
<e  more  than  fifteen  battalions  and  fourteen  fqua- 

tc  drons; 
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c‘  drons;  infomuch  that,  according  to  the  lift 
<c  of  this  corps  on  the  day  of  battle,  it  only 
“ amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  officers, 
<f  five  hundred  and  thirty  fubalterns,  eight  thou- 
“ fand  four  hundred  infantry,  and  one  thoufand 
“ five  hundred  horfe ; in  the  whole,  ten  thou- 
“ fand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  men. 

“To  defend  the  poft  of  Landfhut,  againft  an 
“ army  of  thrice  the  number,  was  paft  difpute  a 
<c  very  dangerous  projed. 

tc  The  heights  muft  neceflarily  be  garnifhed. 
cc  The  extent  of  the  camp  confidered,  its  fafety 
if  could  be  but  feebly  provided  for;  confequent- 
<c  ly  there  were  intervals  of  ground,  of  two  thou- 
<c  fand  paces  and  more,  that  were  left  unde- 
“ fended. 

cc  General  Fouquet  negleded  nothing  to  re- 
cc  eftablifli,  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  the  works 
<c  which  the  enemy  had  demolifhed.  He  caufed 
cc  a line  of  fix  hundred  paces  to  be  drawn,  from 
££  the  Mumel  Schanze  to  the  Leufchner-Berg. 

cc  To  defend  this  line,  eight  battalions  at  lead 
<c  were  neceflary ; and  he  had  only  two  to  ftation 
<c  there. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2 2d  of  June,  <1 
6‘  hundred  carriages  were  fent  to  Schweidnitz, 
€<  through  Bolkenhayn  and  Freiburg,  for  a fup- 
V O L , XIII.  X ply 
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“ ply  of  flour.  The  battalion  of  Armin,  and 
“ major  Lutz,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  horfe, 
c‘  had  orders  to  take  pod  in  the  environs  of  Ruh- 
<c  bank  and  Einfiedel,  to  cover  this  convoy. 
<c  Motions  were  obferved  in  the  army  of  the 
enemy  which  gave  intimation  of  an  intended 
“ attack. 

“ On  the  nights  of  the  22dand  the  23d  there 
€C  were  very  heavy  rains. 

‘f  In  the  vicinity  of  Hartmannfdorf,  and  on 
cc  the  roads  that  lead  from  Forft,  the  noife  of 
**  carts  and  baggage  waggons  was  heard ; and 
“ the  Auftrian  deferters  moreover  affirmed  that 
“ the  enemy  was  on  the  march,  to  begin  the  af- 
fault. 

“ They  further  aflerted  that  general  Laudohn 
<c  had  caufed  a great  quantity  of  brandy  to  be 
“ diftributed  among  the  foldiers,  to  infpire  them 
cc  with  courage. 

<c  Four  mortar-grenades  thrown  up,  and  burft- 
(C  ing  in  the  air  with  a loud  explofion,  were  the 
<e  fignal  of  attack,  which  was  made  on  both 
cc  wings  at  once. 

« General  Laudohn,  with  fixteen  battalions 
tc  and  twenty-four  fquadrons,  affaulted  the  left 
wing  of  the  Pruffians,  which  was  commanded 
iC  by  colonel  Rozen,  and  confided  of  the  bat- 
“ talion  of  Woberfnow  grenadiers,  the  fecond 

u battalion 


*e  battalion  of  Fouquet,  the  battalion  of  Mofel, 
66  the  battalion  of  Mellin,  and  three  companies 
<c  of  the  firft  battalion  of  Fouquet. 

<c  Thefe  troops  made  a mod  vigorous  refift- 
“ ance,  and  fudained  a very  violent  fire  from 
“ the  artillery  and  howitzers  ; when  the  regiment 
cc  of  Laudohn  chafleurs,  fuddenly  forcing  their 
(t  paffage  between  the  Leufchnerberg  and  the 
cc  redoubt  named  Rotkretfcham,  overthrew  the 
“ battalion  of  Mellin,  and  fell  on  the  rear  of  the 
“ fecond  battalion  of  Fouquet,  which  was  at  the 
cc  fame  time  attacked  in  front  by  fome  bat- 
<c  talioris  of  grenadiers. 

“ A column  of  the  enemy,  of  eight  battalions* 
<c  commanded  by  general  Muffling,  advanced 
“ under  the  Riegel,  on  the  road  from  Ford, 
“ toward  the  Mummelloch,  made  an  effort  and 
“ paffed  the  line  which  general  Fouquet  had 
“ drawn,  and  took  the  battalion  of  Mofel  in 
“ flank  and  rear,  and  drove  it  as  far  as  Buch- 
<f  berg,  and  to  the  gates  of  the  town  of  Landf- 
“ hut. 

cc  Another  column  of  the  enemy,  of  eight 
“ battalions,  commanded  by  general  Gaifrug, 
cc  inclined  toward  the  Mummelberg  and  Buch- 
cc  berg.  Thefe  places  were  defended  by  three 
“ companies  of  the  fird  battalion  of  Fouquet, 
“ and  the  battalion  of  Woberfnow  grenadiers. 

X 2 " III 
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ic  In  vain  did  the  'P ruffian  troops  make  the 
(c  moft  courageous  refiftance  ; they  faw  them- 
“ felves  obliged  to  cede  to  the  fuperiority  of 
cc  the  enemy,  vvhofe  Ioffes  were  continually  re- 
“ cruited  by  new  reinforcements. 

“ At  the  moment  when  the  battalions  on  the 
IC  left  wing  gave  way,  the  battalion  of  Arnim 
“ and  major  Lutz  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
“ horfe  arrived,  according  to  the  orders  of  gene- 
“ ral  Fouquet.  Colonel  Rofen,  though  much 
“ wounded,  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
“ battalion  of  Arnim,  to  march  to  the  aid  of 
<c  that  of  Mofel ; but  he  found  himfelf  fo  dif- 
“ turbed,  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and  the 
“ mufketry,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  with 
“ much  lofs. 

<c  General  Malakowfki  cut  his  road,  fword  in 
<c  hand,  through  this  crowd,  at  the  head  of  his 
<c  dragoons  and  his  huffars,  and  retired  to  the 
cc  heights  on  this  fide  the  Bober.  Major  Hofen, 
“ with  the  reft  of  the  battalion  of  Mellin,  threw 
<c  himfelf  into  the  redoubt  on  the  Thimberg, 
“ near  Rothkretfcham,  where  lieutenant  Bud- 
cc  berg  was  pofted,  with  a platoon  of  the  fecond 
“ battalion  of  Fouquet. 

“ This  redoubt  was  preferved  while  the  left 
<c  wing  of  the  Pruffians  was  contending ; but, 
“ being  repulfed,  and  the  enemy  meeting  with 

“ no 
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cs  no  impediment,  major  Hofen  and  a part  of 
“ his  men  were  killed,  and  the  remainder  were 
i(  taken. 

“ The  ruins  of  the  battalions  of  the  left  wing, 
“ mod  of  which  had  loft  their  commanders, 
“ ftationed  themfelves  on  the  Kirchberg;  where 
<f  before  were  polled  a battalion  of  the  margrave 
“ Henry,  and  two  companies  of  the  fird  bat- 
u talion  of  Fouquet. 

“ The  right  wing  of  the  Prudians,  command- 
<f  ed  by  general  Schenkcndorf,  and  confiding  of 
“ the  battalion  of  Sobeck  grenadiers,  the  free 
<c  battalion  of  Borck,  and  the  two  free  battalions 
“ of  Le  Noble  and  Colignon,  was  attacked  by 
iC  the  Audrian  generals  Wolferfdorf  and  Jahnus, 
“ with  fixteen  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons. 
“ Notwithdandingthe  fuperiorityofthe  numbers 
“ of  the  enemy,  this  attack  continued  above  two 
“ hours ; but  the  Audrians  at  length  inclofed 
“ the  right  wing,  and  made  themfelves  maders 
“ of  the  heights. 

“ General  Fouquet,  perceiving  that  the  bat- 
cc  talions  poded  on  the  hills  of  Blafdorf  were  at- 
(C  tacked  in  the  rear,  detached  major  Kofchen- 
“ bar,  with  the  half  of  his  battalion,  to  do  as 
u much  for  the  enemy.  But  major  Kofchen- 
cs  bar  was  killed,  and  the  remainder  of  the  bat- 
X 3 <c  talion, 
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“ talion,  like  the  other  battalions,  faw  itfelf 
“ obliged  to  retreat. 

u The  troops  of  the  Prufiian  battalion  of  the 
<c  left  wing,  that  had  been  vanquilhed,  affembled 
te  near  the  redoubts  where  the  other  part  of  the 
“ battalion  of  Kofchenbar  was  ftationed,  with 
6C  three  companies  of  Braun. 

“ General  Fouquet,  having  formed  thefe 
u troops,  placed  himfelf  at  their  head,  charged 
“ the  Auftrians,  carried  two  pair  of  colours  and 
cc  a (landard,  and  made  them  retreat  as  far  as 
<c  Reich- Hennerfdorf,  where  they  committed 
cc  their  defence  to  the  difcharge  of  their  artillery 
“ and  bombardment. 

“ The  enemy,  feeing  it  was  ufelefs  to  attack 
“ the  front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  P ruffians, 
ce  detached  the  regiment  of  Simbfchen,  with 
“ fome  battalions  of  grenadiers  and  a very  heavy 
body  of  horfe,  to  pafs  the  Bober  beyond  Blaf- 
“ dorf,  with  an  intent  to  cut  off  all  retreat  from 
“ the  Pruffians.  The  general  therefore  found 
“ it  neceifary  to  fend  major  Owftin,  with  three 
“ fquadrons  of  huflars,  on  that  fide,  in  order  at 
“ lead:  to  fecure  a paffiage  over  the  Bober. 

‘c  While  the  aftion  gradually  cooled  on  the 
(c  right  wing,  it  became  more  violent  on  the 
left. 

(c  The  enemy  advanced,  in  two  columns,  by 
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u the  village  of  Zieder,  and  through  the  town, 
(C  in  which  there  were  only  fixty  men  as  a gar- 
ce  rifon,  and  inclined  to  the  Kirchberg,  where 
<c  the  remainder  of  the  battalions  of  the  left  wing 
“ was  flationed. 

<f  In  the  mean  time,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
cc  Auflrian  cavalry,  and  fome  battalions  of  grena- 
<c  diers,  pafled  the  Bober,  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
“ of  the  Prufllans. 

“ The  enemy’s  column,  which  advanced  in 
“ the  environs  of  Zieder,  and  which  formed  the 
“ left  wing  of  the  attack,  was  received,  from  the 
“ high  redoubts  of  the  Kirchberg,  with  fo  hot  a 
£C  fire,  of  cannon  and  mufketry,  that  it  found  it- 
“ felf  obliged  to  retreat,  through  the  fame  village, 
“ with  great  lofs. 

“ But  the  other  column,  which  formed  the 
ec  right  wing  of  the  attack,  croffed  the  town, 
“ and  paffed  through  the  proteflant  burying 
“ place,  to  advance  at  all  rifks  toward  the 
u Kirchberg. 

“ The  battalion  of  Biilow  volunteers,  detach- 
Cf  ed  from  the  Galzenberg  to  the  Kirchberg,  to 
“ the  fupport  of  the  troops  there  polled,  at  firfl 
“ repulfed  the  enemy,  but  it  was  turned  and 

obliged  to  cede. 

<c  The  enemy  profited  by  the  opportunity, 
a and  feized  on  one  of  the  redoubts  on  the 
X 4 “ Kirch* 
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cc  Kirchberg,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  take 
“ the  battalion  of  the  margrave  Henry  in  flank* 
u as  well  as  the  other  battalions  that  were  drawn 
“ up  on  the  fame  ground.  Twelve  cannon, 
‘c  which  the  Auftrians  had  planted  on  the  Zie- 
“ gelberg,  increafed  the  violence  of  the  (hock, 
“ by  an  uninterrupted  fire. 

“ The  column  of  the  enemy  which  had  been 
Cf  repulfed  recovered  breath,  and  again  advanced 
<c  toward  the  Kirchberg;  fo  that  the  brave  Pruf- 
“ fians  were  once  more  obliged  to  yield  to  num- 
“ bers. 

“ To  cover  their  retreat,  they  kept  up  an  un- 
(C  interrupted  fire,  according  to  the  rules  they 
“ had  obferved  on  review  days,  under  the  infpec- 
€<  tion  of  the  king.  They  gained  the  Galgen- 
ce  berg ; and,  the  fhorteft  road  which  leads  to 
“ the  Bober  being  cut  off,  they  joined  the  corps 
<c  of  general  Schenkendorf. 

“ General  Fouquet  then,  defpairing  of  the 
iC  prefervation  of  the  poll  of  Landfhut,  fent  his 
“ adjutant  Winanco,  captain  of  the  engineers, 
“ to  general  Schenkendorf,  with  orders  to  re- 
“ tire,  and  pafs  the  Bober  with  his  troops. 

<c  Winanco  was  killed,  by  a bullet,  as  he  was 
<e  returning  to  his  general  ; and  the  adjutant- 
i(  general,  lieutenant  Fouquet,  was  fent  with 
“ like  orders  to  general  Schenkendorf. 
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tc  The  general  in  chief,  in  the  mean  while, 
u fent  fome  of  the  troops,  that  he  had  colle£ted 
<c  of  the  free  battalions,  beyond  the  Bober,  to 
cc  drive  the  Croats  from  the  lioufes  they  occu- 
€C  pied,  and  to  fecure  the  paffage. 

<c  He  foon  followed  himfelf,  with  the  remain- 
cc  der  of  the  battalion  of  Biilow  volunteers,  and 
<c  a company  of  Braun,  intending  to  gain  the 
<c  heights  of  Reiffdorf,  with  the  remainder  of 
cc  the  battalions. 

<s  General  Fouquet,  having  paffed  the  Bober 
<c  and  the  village  of  Lepperfdorf,  formed  a 
cc  fquare  with  the  above-mentioned  troops,  and 
<c  was  immediately  attacked,  on  three  fides,  by 
iC  the  Auftrianvcavalry. 

“ Animated  by  the  example  of  their  chief, 
cc  who  was  well  determined  on  lelf-defence,  and 
€e  to  fell  his  life  or  liberty  dear,  the  Pruffians 
cc  more  than  once  repuifed  the  Auftrians ; and 
<c  would  probably  have  cut  themfelves  a road 
<c  through  the  enemy’s  fquadrons,  had  not  a bat- 

talion  of  grenadiers  fuddenly  come  up,  and 
<c  with  its  rapid  fire  reinforced  the  attack  of  the 
“ cavalry. 

“ General  Fouquet,  who  calmly  gave  his  or- 
<c  ders  amid  the  fire,  and  whofe  valour  would 
<(  have  become  the  molt  glorious  victory,  had 

“ at 
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cc  at  this  time  his  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  he 
“ fell. 

cc  The  enemy  then  immediately  forced  the 
fquare.  In  vain  did  fome  foldiers  colled  round 
ec  their  general,  who  was  thrown  from  his  horfe; 
ec  the  dragoons  of  Loewenftein  maffacred  all 
“ by  whom  he  was  furrounded.  He  himfelf 
u had  already  received  three  wounds  with  the 
€C  fabre — in  the  forehead,  on  the  elbow,  and  on 
cc  the  back;  and  was  evidently  at  the  moment 
“ of  death,  when  Trautfchke,  his  faithful  atten- 
ct  dant,  threw  himfelf  upon  his  body,  to  parry 
*e  the  blows  that  were  levelled  at  him,  repeatedly 
cc  crying,  with  all  his  might — ‘ Will  you  then 
kill  the  commander  in  chief?* — His  cries 
e(  reached  the  ear  of  colonel  Voit,  of  the  regi- 
cc  ment  of  Loewenftein,  though  at  a diftance; 
ec  and  he  ran  and  difperfed  the  dragoons,  and 
“ raifed  the  general,  covered  with  his  blood. 
cc  The  colonel  immediately  fent  for  his  parade 
“ horfe,  to  offer  the  general. 

<c  Fouquet  prefented  his  fword  to  the  colonel, 
but  refufed  to  mount  the  horfe.  * I am  in  dan- 
“ ger,  faid  he,  cxcufing  himfelf,  of  fuilying  this 
line  furniture  with  my  blood.* 

“ Colonel  Voit,  full  of  efteem  for  his  prifo- 
6C  ner,  replied— 6 My  horfe  furniture  will  be 
“ embellifhed,  if  fpotted  by  the  blood  of  a hero.* 

“ In 
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“ In  fine,  after  reiterated  entreaties,  general 
€€  Fouquet  mounted  the  horfe,  and  bore  with 
<c  him  his  fortitude,  and  the  afcendancy  of  hero- 
“ ifm,  into  captivity. 

“ General  Schenkendorf  affembled  the  re- 
<l  mainder  of  the  corps,  according  to  the  orders 
ic  of  general  Fouquet,  and  began  to  retreat  be- 
“ yond  the  Bober;  but,  his  horfe  being  killed 
<c  under  him,  he  in  his  turn  fell  into  the  power 
“ of  the  Auftrians,  by  whom  he  was  furrounded. 

<c  The  troops  neverthelels  continued  their 
“ retreat,  in  all  poflible  order,  under  the  com- 
“ mand  of  major  Arnim,  continually  defending 
“ themfelves  againft;  the  reiterated  attacks  of 
“ the  enemy. 

“ Arnim  fortunately  gained  the  heights  of 
€t  Reifdorff ; but,  as  he  pufhed  forward  toward 
“ the  for  eft,  he  faw  himfelf  flopped  by  a line  of 
“ cavalry  that  was  pofted  in  a valley  near  Reif- 
u dorfF.  Some  battalions  of  grenadiers  foon  came 
“ up,  and  the  combat  recommenced.  It  was  im- 
“ poffible  for  the  fmall  Prufiian  troop  to  with- 

Hand  their  aflailants ; and  thofe  who  did  not 
“ fall  in  the  conflid  were  taken  prifoners. 

General  Malakowfki,  who  defended  himfelf 
“ beyond  the  Bober  againft  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
“ that  had  furrounded  him,  encountered  the 
(6  fame  fate.  He  long  refitted,  but  was  at  length 
7 <c  obliged 
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“ obliged  to  furrender;  as  were  lieutenant- co- 
“ lonel  Papftein,  major  Bonin,  and  a party  of 
6 e dragoons  and  huflars. 

“ Major  Owftin  was  the  only  perfon  who, 
“ fword  in  hand,  cut  his  way  through  the  enemy, 
IC  with  the  remainder  of  the  P ruffian  cavalry. 

u Thus,  of  the  whole  corps  of  Fouquet,  only 
li  about  feven  hundred  foot,  and  a thoufand  dra- 
iX  goons  and  huflars,  efcaped  ; and  thefe  aflem- 
“ bled  near  Gauer,  to  retreat  to  Breflau : the  reft 
remained  ftretched  on  the  field  of  battle,  or 
<f  were  taken. 

u Thus  ended  the  affair  of  Landfhut,  after 
“ having  continued  from  half  after  one  in  the 
<f  morning  till  noon. 

<c  The  victory  was  very  advantageous  to  the 
C(  Auftrians,  who  now  faw  themfelves  in  poflef- 
*c  fion  of  an  adverfary  by  whofe  valour  their 
ts  projects  had  fo  often  been  defeated.  But  he 
(C  had  coft  them  dear  : they  owned  themfelves 
“ to  the  lofs  of  nine  thoufand  men,  -killed  and 
(e  wounded  ; and  their  commanders,  loudly  and 
“ univerfally,  did  juftice  to  the  conduct  and  in- 
“ trepidity  of  general  Fouquet. 

“ The  king  was  on  his  departure  from  Sax- 
“ ony,  to  bring  him  a reinforcement,  when  he 
“ was  informed  of  his  defeat,  and  faid  to  the  ge- 
€c  nerals  prefent — c Fouquet  is  taken  ; but  his 

“captivity 
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ec  captivity  is  as  honourable  to  himfelf  as  it  is  to 
cc  us.  He  has  defended  himfelf  like  a hero.’ 

“ The  court  of  Vienna  refufed  to  releafe  ge- 
<c  neral  Fouquet  before  the  peace,  which  refufal 
was  to  his  glory.  His  captivity  however  was 
“ not  the  lefs  fevere ; nor  was  it  foftened  by 
“ any  mean  fubmihion,  of  which  the  dignity  of 
“ his  character  rendered  him  incapable.  He 
tc  was  fent  to  diftant  places,  and  finally  to  Carl- 
“ ftadt,  where  be  had  a violent  fit  of  ficknefs, 
“ which  very  con fiderably  injured  hisconflitution. 

c‘  At  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  the  emprefs 
tc  fent  major  Blankenfeld  to  invite  him  to  Vi- 
tc  enna,  and  gave  him  to  underftand  he  might 
<c  there  enjoy  all  polfible  diftindtion;  and,  fhould 
<f  he  pleafe,  might  recover  his  effedts,  jewels, 
“ and  very  valuable  engravings,  which  had  been 
<c  taken  at  the  furrender  of  Glatz,  by  which  the 
<c  general  had  been  a great  fufferer.  This  offer 
cC  was  politely  refufed  : he  fpoke  of  the  emprefs 
<c  with  the  rnoft  profound  refpedt ; but  added, 
fC  It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  kifs  the  hand  that 
“ has  {truck  fo  unfeelingly. 

“ The  general  entirely  relied  on  the  king; 
“ and  on  the  15th  of  April  1763  repaired  to 
c<  Glatz,  where  he  received  the  mod  unequivo- 
cal  marks  of  the  kindnefs  of  his  majefly. 

The  remainder  of  the  correfpondence  is 

“ defcriptive 
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“ defcriptive  of  the  attention  of  the  king  to  ge- 
cc  neral  Fouquet,  and  of  the  refignation  of  the 
“ general,  during  the  decline  of  his  health.” 


LETTER  CXLIII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Xuly  1763. 

I S END  you  the  fo  long  expedted  fervice 
of  plate,  which  at  length  is  finilhed.  May  you, 
to  your  great  fatisfadtion,  live  to  employ  it  for 
many  years. 

I beg  you  will  let  me  know  the  flate  of  your 
health.  I have  a great  inclination  to  fend  Co- 
thenius  * to  you,  that  you  may  take  good  reme- 
dies, and  not  drugs  that  are  of  no  fervice.  But 
I wait  your  anfvver,  alluring  you  of  my  lincere 
and  perfedt  friendlhip. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 

* The  king’s  phyfician* 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXLIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  July  25,  1763. 

I H AV  E loft  nothing  by  having  waited. 
Far  from  that,  your  favours,  your  benefits,  as 
well  as  the  beauty  and  magnificence  of  the  fer- 
vice  of  plate  which  your  majefly  has  fent  me, 
greatly  furpafs  my  expectations. 

A hundred  times  do  I reflect,  and  fay  to  my- 
felf — cc  Why  and  from  what  motives  does  this 
ffC  great  king,  this  man,  this  dear  and  worthy 
<c  monarch,  heap  his  bounties  on  me  thus?  And, 
more  than  thefe,  why  has  he,  for  more  than 
“ thirty  years,  honoured  me  with  uninterrupted 
“ friendfhip  ?” 

Pardon  the  expreflion,  fire,  but  I know  none 
of  fuch  worth,  or  fo  glorious  to  me  : my  vanity 
is  too  much  flattered  by  it ; but  my  mind  is  be- 
wildered, and  I can  difcover  no  other  reafon 
which  can  make  me  attribute  to  myfelf  all  thefe 
acquifitions.  For,  fire,  notwithftanding  the  know- 
ledge you  poflefs  of  the  characters  of  men,  you 
never  can  penetrate  the  recedes  of  my  heart. 
But  thefe  feelings  alone  mult  confole  me,  and 

be 
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be  as  a fubftitute ; I not  having  any  means  of 
proving  the  fincerity  of  my  fentiments. 

My  health,  fire,  is  good,  fince  I do  not  feel 
any  pain.  I deep  tolerably  well,  and  my  appe- 
tite is  paflable,  thanks  to  the  chocolate  and  the 
bark  of  your  majedy,  to  which  I attribute  thefe 
effeds.  This  is  the  fmiling  fide  of  the  pidure ; 
and,  in  oppofition,  my  legs,  my  hams,  my  lungs, 
and  my  voice,  are  difordered  by  the  lead  agi- 
tation. 

I am  no  longer  good  for  any  thing ; nor  am 
I fit  for  aught  but  the  life  of  a canon,  and  eafe. 
To  crown  your  favours,  fire,  fufFer  me  to  enjoy 
this  for  the  remainder  of  my  days.  I will  fing 
hymns  to  your  glory,  and  pray  for  the  profpe- 
rity  of  your  incomparable  perfon,  to  the  lad 
moment  of  life. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQJJET. 


LETTER  CXLV. 

From  the  King. 

July  30,  1763. 

That  the  prefent  I have  fent  you  fhould 
be  agreeable  to  you  was  the  end  and  purpofe, 
my  dear  general,  of  my  wilhes. 


Why 
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Why  fliould  you  be  aftonilhed  that  I fhould 
love  you?  You  ought  rather  to  wonder,  were  I 
not  to  love  an  officer  of  reputation,  an  honeft 
man,  and  what  is  more  my  old  friend. 

I wilh  your  health  were  entirely  reftored.  Nor 
I confefs  do  I yet  defpair.  You  mull  take  care 
of  yourfelf ; keep  yourfelf  at  your  eafe,  and  fuf- 
fer  tranquillity,  herbs,  and  the  bark,  to  reftore 
your  ftrength. 

Remain  at  Brandenburg  as  long  as  you 
pleafe,  except  coming  fometimes  to  fee  me. 
The  diftance  is  not  great;  and,  when  I know 
it  is  your  intention  to  come,  I will  fend  my 
horfes  to  meet  you  half  way. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I am  yours  in  heart 
and  fouh 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  My  filler  of  Sweden  and  all  her  family- 
are  here. 


letter  cxlvi. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Odober4,  1765. 

I SEND  you  a large  glafs,  which  I have 
lately  found,  at  Berlin,  as  part  of  the  fuccefiion 
VOL.  xiii.  Y of 
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of  my  father.  I wifh  it  may  amufe  ytm  for  a 
moment. 

I hear  not  a word  concerning  you,  except 
from  ftrangers,  who  pafs  through  Brandenburg. 
Have  you  forgotten  me ; or  will  you  do  me  the 
pleafure  to  come  and  fee  me,  when  it  will  be  no 
inconvenience  to  you  ? 

, my  dear  friend. 

* FREDERIC. 


DEXTER  CXLVII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

$ I R E,  Brandenburg,  061.  6,  17 63. 

I HAVE  defects  with  which  I am  ac- 
quainted, without  being  able  to  corredt  them  ; 
but  the  fin  of  ingratitude  is  a fin  unknown  to 
me. 

Let  your  majefty  therefore  judge  whether  it 
be  pofiible  I (hould  forget  my  augufl  benefadlor. 
No ; I do  not  believe  an  hour  in  the  day  paffes 
in  which  I do  not  think,  with  all  poftible  fenfi- 
bility,  of  my  obligations  to  your  majefty. 

I return  you  thanks,  fire,  for  the  fine  glafs 
which  you  have  fent  me  ; it  will  embellifti  my 
buffet,  in  company  with  thofe  which  I found  at 
Glatz. 


Cold, 
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Cold,  which  I formerly  preferred  to  heat,  no 
longer  agrees  with  me.  1 have  been  troubled 
with  the  colic  during  three  days,  from  having 
walked  in  the  open  air,  and  eaten  fome  fruit. 
I clofe  up  and  lift  every  aperture  in  the  houfe, 
to  preferve  myfelf  from  the  cold  ; and  I pafs 
condemnation  on  the  doors  and  chimneys,  in 
order  that  your  majefty  Ihould  no  more  be  ex- 
pofed  to  draughts  of  air,  in  the  chamber  in  which 
you  lodge,  fhould  you  ever  pafs  through  Bran- 
denburg. I requeft  the  favour  of  a difpenfation 
from  your  majefty  during  the  cold  weather. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXLVIIL 

From  the  King, 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  2*  17 63* 

I SEND  you  fome  Turkifh  coffee,  given 
me  by  a Mamamouchi.  You  would  entirely 
forget  me,  did  not  I remind  you  of  myfelf.  For 
this  I fhall  foon  have  a new  opportunity,  which 
1 fhall  eagerly  feize. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Preferve  a corner  in 
your  heart  for  me. 


Y 2 


FREDERIC, 
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LETTER.  CXLIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

Brandenburg,  December  6,  1763* 

G R E AT  God  ! What  a man  haft  thou 
bellowed  upon  us ! The  government  of  his 
ftates,  his  army,  his  Turkifh  trade,  his  palaces, 
and  a thoufand  other  cares,  the  condu6t  of  Eu- 
rope and  Aha,  committed  to  him  : thefe  all  are 
nothing,  and  cannot  afford  him.fufficient  employ- 
ment ; he  (till  muft  think  of  fending  me  coffee  ! 
Why,  fire,  can  you  not  govern  the  whole  world, 
and  fee  no  end  to  your  labours  ? 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER 
From  the  King . 


CL. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  1 6,  1763. 

Five  thoufand  crowns  are  conf  gned  over 
to  you,  now  lying  in  the  hands  of  Buchholtz, 
treafurer  of  the  hof-ftaats-cajfe  which  you  may 


* Or  of  the  court. 
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draw  for  whenever  you  pleafe  ; thefe  will  ferve 
to  pay  a part  of  your  debts  to  the  heirs  of  prince 
Maurice,  for  your  houfe  at  Brandenburg. 

Health  to  you,  my  friend.  Take  care  of 
yourfelf,  that  I may  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
you  again  at  Sans-Souci. 

Adieu.  I embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CLI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  December,  22,  1763 

Prince  Maurice  and  his  heirs  have  long 
fince  been  paid.  To  heap  wealth  thus  upon  me 
is  a wafte  of  treafure.  You  have,  in  your  bounty, 
put  me  in  poffefTion  of  an  income  more  than 
enough  to  fupport  me  honourably.  Permit  me, 
fire,  to  enumerate  my  riches.  I have  nineteen 
thoufand  crowns  placed  in  the  LandfchafFt  at 
Berlin,  &c.  &c  and,  to  increafe  my  embarrafT- 
ment,  five  thoufand  crowns  more  in  ready  mo- 
ney, of  which  I can  make  no  ufe,  unlefs  your 
majefty  fhould  do  me  the  favour  to  place  them 
in  the  fame  LandfchafFt,  and  to  lighten  inflead 
of  increafe  my  load.  You  have  moreover  fur- 
Y 3 nifhed 
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nifhed  my  houfe  like  a prince.  This  is  more 
than  remuneration  for  all  which  the  devil  detains 
in  his  clutches,  I mean  the  Auflrians ; nor  have 
I merited  fo  many  proofs  of  your  bounty. 

Do  not,  fire,  be  angry  with  me,  for  entreat- 
ing you  to  limit  your  pecuniary  donations,  and 
to  remain  perfuaded  that  the  aflu ranees  which 
your  majefty  gives  me  of  your  ineflimable  friend- 
(hip,  and  even  your  bag  of  coffee,  are  to  me  in- 
finitely preferable  to  all  the  thoufands  of  filver, 
or  of  gold,  you  could  offer. 

I am  inviolably,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  CLIL 

From  the  King. 

April  ic,  1764? 

I AM  returned,  my  dear  friend,  from  Si- 
lefia  and  Glatz,  where  I found  every  thing  bet- 
ter than  I expelled. 

I have  there  met  with  porcelain,  which  I fend 
you,  as  a remembrance  of  me,  till  I can  prefent 
to  you  fome  of  the  porcelain  of  my  Berlin  manu- 
factory. 

Thofe  perfons  who  have  feen  you  tell  me  that 

you 
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you  look  well,  but  that  you  are  feeble.  I have 
(till  fome  Rhenifh  wine,  of  the  growth  of  the 
year  1684  ; if  you  with  to  have  fome  of  it  fend 
me  word,  and  it  fhail  be  at  your  fervice.  I 
have  alfo  fome  old  Hungarian  wine.  Speak 
but  the  word,  and  fome  of  it  is  yours. 

Let  me  know  when  you  mean  to  come  to  fee 
me,  for  this  I dill  expedh 

We  are  labouring,  body  and  foul,  at  prefent, 
to  reftore  affairs  to  fome  order  : they  begin  to 
be  in  a train  ; and  I own  I take  fome  pleafurc 
in  once  again  perceiving  a reform  in  that  army 
which  I formerly  knew  to  be  fo  good,  which  I 
have  beheld  ruined  by  bloody  wars,  and  which, 
like  a phoenix,  revives  from  its  allies. 

Adieu,  my  good  and  dear  friend.  I love  you 
with  all  my  heart.  Of  this,  and  of  the  efteem  I 
have  for  you,  reft  perfuaded. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  CLIIL 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  April  12,  1764. 

I TAKE  all  imaginable  part  in  the  fatif- 
fa&ion  which  your  majefty  has  received,  from 
Y 4 you* 
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your  journey  into  Silefia ; which  indeed  is  en- 
tirely due  to  the  condudt  you  obferved  there* 
during  the  war*  and  the  good  arrangements  you 
have  made*  fince  the  peace.  One  or  two  har- 
vefls  like  the  preceding  will  recover  the  coun- 
try* and  the  people  will  fpring  up  as  fall  as  the 
corn. 

My  opinion*  relative  your  army,  fire,  is  that 
two  years  will  not  only  put  it  on  a good  footing, 
but  that  it  will  even  furpafs,  in  intrinfic  valour, 
that  of  its  firft  campaigns ; fince  we  were  then 
all  apprentices,  and  learning  our  trade ; whereas 
three  fourths  of  the  prefent  army  have  made 
war*  and  you  have  formed  many  officers. 

I am  penetrated*  fire,  by  your  gracious  re- 
membrance of  me,  in  fending  me  porcelain, 
which  I think  infinitely  beautiful.  I wifh  it  may 
be  equalled  by  the  manufa&ory  of  Berlin,  not 
being  able  to  imagine  it  can  be  furpafled. 

Thofe  perfons  who  informed  you  of  the  date 
of  my  health  judged  exceedingly  well.  Seated, 
or  at  table*  * I have  a good  appearance ; but  my 
body,  my  legs,  and  my  voice,  feem  to  me  to 
weaken  continually.  I have  an  inclination  to 
begin  to  take  whey  and  green  herbs*  on  the  ioth 
or  the  15th  of  May,  for  three  weeks.  Difpofe  of 
me*  fire;  do  you  determine  whether  I ought  to 
enjoy  the  happinefs  of  throwing  myfelf  at  your 

feet 


CORRESPONDENCE,  329 

feet  before  or  after  my  cure,  or  even  without 
taking  my  remedy. 

Since  I am  to  choofe  between  old  drugs,  I think 
I (bould  prefer  the  ancient  oxicrate  of  the  Rhine 
to  the  hippocras  of  Hungary. 

I am,  See. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CLIV. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  18,  1764. 

I SEND  you  fome  of  the  vinegar  of  the 
Rhine,  according  to  your  requeft.  I wiQi  it 
may  increafe  your  ftrength,  and  recover  your 
health.  I will  not  interfere  with  your  ufe  of 
whey,  for  I fuppofe  our  exercife  and  all  our  mi- 
litary paraphernalia  no  longer  affed  you. 

I intend  to  come  and  fee  you,  on  my  return 
from  the  reviews  at  Magdeburg;  after  which  I 
fhall  tranquilly  retire  to  my  habitation  of  Sans- 
Souci.  Should  you  then  wifli  to  come  and  fee 
me,  you  will  give  me  pleafure.  We  Pnall  be 
alone,  undifturbed  by  company,  nor  will  you 
be  under  any  conftraint. 

Do  not  fpeak  with  contempt  of  my  porcelain 

manufadory. 
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manufactory.  My  china  is  more  beautiful  than 
that  of  MeifTen  ; but  the  china  houfe  will  not  be 
entirely  finifhed,  with  its  twelve  ovens  which  are 
building,  before  the  month  of  September.  This 
prevents  us  from  working  in  wholefale  at  prefent. 
More  beautiful  china  however  is  made  there 
than  ever  was  imagined  at  MeifTen.  Of  this  I 
will  give  you  fpecimens,  as  I pafs ; and  by  au- 
tumn we  (hall  have  whole  fervices,  with  every 
thing  we  could  wifh. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Do  not  forget  the 
abfent,  efpecially  me,  for  I love  you  tenderly. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CLV. 

From  the  King . 

April  21,  1764. 

AFTER  having  infulted  my  porcelain 
manufactory,  I am  obliged,  my  dear  friend,  to  do 
it  juftice.  I fend  you  a breakfaft  fet,  as  beautiful  as 
any  that  ever  was  made  at  MeifTen  ; and  you  will 
at  the  fame  time  receive  a cup,  with  painted 
figures,  vvhich  will  convince  you  that  our  work- 
manfhip  is  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  Saxony.  We 
are  wafting  our  powder,  here,  on  the  fparrows. 
1 The 
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The  weather  is  cold,  but  it  does  not  prevent  us 
from  continuing  our  train. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.  I vvifh  you  health, 
content,  and  long  life. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CLVI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  April  22,  1764. 

Nothing  is  more  humiliating  than 
to  be  under  the  neceflity  of  retrading.  Coll 
what  it  may,  however,  I feel  myfelf  fufficiently 
above  this  falfe  ftiame,  being  likewife  naturally 
inclined  to  lincerity  and  truth,  to  find  any  repug- 
nance to  the  acknowledgment  of  my  errors  ; I 
therefore  declare  in  favour  of  the  porcelain  manu- 
fa&ory  of  your  majefty  ; as  well  becaufe  of  the 
relief  of  the  work  as  the  vivid  colours  of  the  tea 
fet,  which  are  fuperior  to  any  I have  ever  feen 
of  Saxony.  As  for  the  mofaic  cup,  I imagine  I 
difcover  in  it  the  pencil  of  Watteau,  it  is  fo 
charming. 

Your  majefty  has  a talent  peculiar  to  yourfelf, 
fince,  inftead  of  punifhing  the  rafhnefs  of  my 
doubts,  I find  them  rewarded  by  this  beautiful 
prefent. 


Were 
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Were  it  not  from  the  fear  of  being  a fecond 
time  punilhed,  I fhould  perhaps  make  another 
reflection,  and  fhould  enquire  whether  the  ex- 
pert artifts  of  your  manufactory  may  hot  re- 
femble  thofe  mechanics  who  are  fuccefsful  only 
in  their  fmall  models. 

You  have,  no  doubt,  fire,  added  half  a year 
to  my  life,  by  having  fent  the  oxicrate,  which  I 
fhall  take  medicinally. 

I am  much  affected  by  fo  many  benefits ; and 
what  mortifies  me  mod  is  the  impoflibility  of 
proving  my  gratitude,  and  of  teftifying  the 
reality  of  my  zeal  for  your  majefty,  and  the  at- 
tachment and  fidelity  I have  for  your  perfon. 

Live,  fire,  for  the  good  of  the  ftate  and  your 
own  glory.  Difcipline,  manoeuvre  your  men,  and 
fometimes  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  a little  in  a paf- 
fion  ; for  all  thefe  things  will  contribute  to  your 
health,  according  to  the  fyftem  of  the  late  old 
fox*. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

P.  S.  Your  majefty  will  be  very  welcome 
at  Brandenburg,  and  will  find  the  pot  of  a re- 
fugee boiling  at  noon. 

* Prince  Leopold  of  Anhalt. 


LET. 
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LETTER  CLVII. 

From  the  King. 

April  27,  1764. 

I AM  charmed  with  your  confeffion,  my 
dear  friend,  of  the  goodnefs  of  my  porcelain. 
We  only  wait  till  the  building  be  finifhed  to 
work  in  the  great.  This  cannot  take  place  be- 
fore Whitfuntide,  at  which  time  there  muft  be 
fix  large  ovens  to  bake  the  china ; fo  that  the 
work  will  not  really  be  in  train  before  the  mid- 
dle of  September.  Some  large  pieces  have  al- 
ready been  made,  in  the  two  furnaces  that  we 
have,  which  have  fucceeded  very  well ; but  we 
have  received  orders  from  Rufiia  and  Holland, 
to  execute  which  we  are  labouring  with  all 
fpeed. 

I at  prefent  keep  five  hundred  and  feven 
perfons  employed  in  the  manufadtory.  Nothing 
flops  us  but  the  want  of  ovens ; and  this  obflaclc 
will  be  removed  by  the  month  of  September. 

You  imagine,  my  dear  general,  I am  as  paf- 
fionate  now  as  formerly  ; but  in  that  you  are 
deceived.  I have  mixed  water  with  my  wine ; 
and  though,  indeed,  I corredl  whatever  is  defec- 
tive in  difcipline,  I do  not  put  myfelf  the  lead: 
2 out 
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out  of  temper.  Whatever  relates  to  the  com- 
mon foldier  will  next  year  be  in  as  much  order 
as  before  the  war ; but  my  greatefl  attention  is 
paid  to  the  officer.  That  officers  may  become 
vigilant  in  the  fervice,  hereafter,  and  that  they 
may  form  their  judgments,  I caufe  them  to  be 
taught  fortification ; add  to  which,  endeavours 
are  made  to  oblige  them  to  reafon  on  whatever 
they  have  to  do. 

- You  will  perfectly  perceive  this  method  can- 
not be  generally  fuccefsful ; but,  from  the  mul- 
titude, fome  good  officers  may  be  obtained,  who 
lhall  not  be  generals  merely  by  commiffion,  but 
really  poflefs  the  qualities  of  the  general. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I will  inform  you 
when  I can  come  to  Brandenburg.  I embrace 
you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CLVIIL 

From  the  King . 

June  i,  1764* 

The  reafon  I do  not  write  to  you  my- 
felf,  my  dear  friend,  is  that  I have  the  gout  in 
my  left  hand.  Perhaps  you  may  anfwer  I may 

guide 
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guide  the  pen  with  my  right,  but  the  paper 
flips  away,  and  1 would  not  fatigue  your  eyes 
with  a cat’s  fcrawl. 

This  accident,  which  has  happened  to  me 
very  unfeafonably,  has  prevented  me  from  re- 
viewing the  regiments  of  Pomerania  and  the 
New  March ; and  has  obliged  me  to  defer 
the  review  of  the  regiments  of  Magdeburg  two 
days. 

I (hall  vifit  you  like  an  old  friend,  without 
ceremony,  as  I pafs  through  Brandenburg.  I 
fhall  be  there  on  the  4th  at  noon.  I (hall  bring 
with  me  one  friend  only,  who  is  well  worthy 
of  your  friendship  and  efteem ; therefore,  if  you 
think  proper,  we  three  only  fhall  be  prefent. 

You  muft  make  no  great  provifion  for  me; 
all  I aik  is  a good  foup,  a plate  of  lpinach,  a 
hearty  welcome  from  my  hoft,  and  to  find  you 
in  good  health.  The  laid  article  is  what  I re- 
commend mod  to  your  care. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I hope  I then  (hall 
aifure  you  of  my  whole  efteem. 

FREDERIC. 
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LETTER  CLIX, 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  September  26,  1764, 

The  proverb  fays  the  dearefl  things  are 
the  fweeteft.  If  fo,  I have  reafon  to  fuppofe 
your  majefly,  after  having  been  jolted  over  the 
alps  of  Silefia,  muft  be  exceedingly  well  fatisfied 
with  your  journey.  I wi(h  you  never  may,  fire, 
and  have  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  you  never  will, 
make  the  tour  of  your  provinces,  without  re- 
collecting the  labour  which  the  glory  of  the 
conqueft  of  them  has  coft  you. 

May  you,  fire,  tafte  repofe,  if  any  there  be 
for  you  ! May  Sans-Souci  prefent  its  excellent 
fruits  to  you  ! Pleafe  to  accept  my  thanks  for 
the  care  with  which  Krutifch  * has  provided  for 
me,  during  your  abfence. 

Continue  in  good  health,  fire ; and  may  all 
your  enterprizes  be  profperous. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

* The  king’s  head  gardener. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CLX. 

From  the  King. 

September  26,  1764* 
I AM  exceedingly  fenfible  of  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  attachment  which  you  are  kind  enough 
to  renew,  in  your  letter  of  to-day,  on  occafion 
of  the  agreeable  journey  which  I have  made  into 
Silefia. 

I have  found  things  in  a tolerably  good  Hate, 
and  am  only  forry  to  have  feen  your  fon- in-law* 
there  in  a very  lingering  condition,  which  gives 
reafon  to  apprehend  he  will  foon  ceafe  to  live. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  Iam  now  returned,  my  dear  general. 
I may -fay  of  my  oeconomical  and  military  jour- 
ney, that,  though  I have  not  found  ail  things 
equally  well,  all  at  leaft  is  paiTable. 

* Colonel  Nimfchefffki. 
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LETTER  CLXf. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND.  O&ober  19,  1764* 

I HAVE  received  the  Ferigord  pie  from. 
Brandenburg*.  I kept  it  to  know  whether  you 
would  not  come  and  eat  part  of  it.  I am  alone; 
if  the  journey  will  not  incommode  you,  and  if 
you  are  not  detained  by  other  reafons,  it  only 
depends  on  yourfelf  to  pay  a fhort  vifit  to  your 
friend. 

Poor  NimfchefFlki,  who  was  a good  and  wor- 
thy officer,  is  lately  dead.  I am  forry  for  it; 
but  we  fhall  foon  travel  after  him,  into  a country 
from  which  no  one  returns. 

We  have  pradtifed  fome  manoeuvres,  which 
have  in  part  fucceeded.  The  officers  of  rank 
are  not  yet  fufficiendy  formed.  Some  years 
more  will  be  neceffary,  to  wind  up  the  machine 

* The  king  was  fond  of  truffles,  and  annually  fent  for  a Pe- 
rigord  pie.  General  Fouquet  had  brought  fome  dogs  from 
Croatia,  that  had  been  taught  to  un-earth  truffles  ; and  fome 
were  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Magdeburg  and  Halber- 
ftadt,  which  were  equal  to  thofe  of  Italy  ; of  which  the  gene- 
ral had  a pie  made,  in  imitation  of  the  Perigord  pies,  and  fent 
it  to  the  king,  who  thought  it  very  good. 
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to  its  ancient  degree  of  tenfion.  I however  am 
growing  old ; and  I ought  rather  to  think  of 
greafing  my  wheels,  for  the  great  journey,  than 
of  exerciling  troops  that,  according  to  all  ap- 
pearances, I never  more  fhall  lead  againft  an 
enemy; 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.  Health,  content, 
and  good  humour,  are  what  I moil  cordially 
wilh  you* 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  CLXIL 

From  General  Fouquet * 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  O&ober  22,  1764, 

The  return  of  my  fcrvant  informed  me 
too  late  of  the  honour  your  majefty  defigned  me^ 
at  noon  ; not  to  mention  that  I found  an  impe- 
diment to  my  going  thither  in  the  hemorrhoid es, 
with  which  I am  troubled,  and  which  I am  en* 
deavouring  to  remove.*  The  gracious  commands 
of  your  majefty  allow  me  to  allege  thefe  reafons. 

Let  me  entreat  you  to  grant  me  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  repofe,  and  warmth,  which  are 
requisite  for  my  valetudinarian  hate  of  health-, 
during  this  feafon  of  the  *year ; that  I may,  if  " 
poffible,  not  too  haftily  follow  colonel  Nim- 
Z % fchefflki3 
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fchefffki,  in  whom  you  have  loft  a very  worthy 
and  good  officer.  Not  that  I fear  death ; but  I 
have  no  objection  to  enjoy,  for  a time,  that  tran- 
quillity and  thofe  fvveets  which  your  bounty  has 
procured  me.  Thefe  are  doubly  agreeable,  from 
learning,  as  I do,  that  your  majefty  is  in  good 
health,  which  I attribute  to  your  daily  walks. 

May  you  plant  elm-rows,  and  fifty  years  in 
fucceffion  build  colonnades  and  palaces ; after 
which  may  you  mount,  in  the  chariot  of  Elijah, 
immediately  to  paradife. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CLXIII. 

From  the  King . 

O&ober  26,  1764. 

Remain  by  your  fire- fide,  my  dear 
friend,  fince  heat  is  falutary  to  you.  Preferve 
yourfelf;  that  is  your  firft  duty:  and  afterward, 
when  you  have  nothing  better  to  do,  think  oc- 
cafionally  on  your  abfent  friend. 

I can  well  conceive  you  muft  fenfibly  feel  the 
lofs  you  have  fuffered.  Your  fon- in-law  was 
young,  he  had  efcaped  all  the  dangers  of  a 
bloody  war,  and  now  is  dead  at  the  moment 

when 
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when  he  was  to  have  reaped  the  reward  of  his 
fervices.  This  is  affliding ; but  we  mud  fay 
like  the  Lacedemonian  woman,  who  was  told 
that  her  fon  had  been  killed  in  battle — “ I knew 
<c  when  I brought  him  into  the  world  he  was  not 
cc  immortal.  ” A little  fooner,  or  a little  later,  to 
this  we  muft  all  come  : fuch  has  been  the  fate 
of  preceding  generations,  and  fuch  muft  be 
ours.  While  however  we  are  in  the  world,  it 
is  but  juft  to  enjoy  when  we  can,  and  to  tafte 
the  fweets  of  life,  which  may  ferve  as  an  anti- 
dote to  the  bitter  draughts  with  which  the  cup 
of  every  man  is  empoifoned. 

I thank  you  for  your  Magdeburg  truffles.  Noel 
has  made  a pie  of  them ; and,  as  you  could  not 
tafte  your  own,  I fend  you  mine. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Continue  in  good 
health ; banifli  melancholy  from  your  mind  ; 
and  preferve  my  friend,  whom  I (hall  never 
ceafe  to  efteem,  till  I (hall  ceafe  to  live. 

FREDERIC* 


Z3 
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LETTER  CLXIV, 
prom  the  King . 

DEAR  FRIEND,  December  19,  1764, 

I SEND  you  a fmall  mark  of  remem-^ 
France.  I intend  to  prefent  you  with  a table 
fervice,  and  fome  vafes,  but  thefe  we  cannot 
have  fooner  than  the  month  of  March,  when  the 
whole  manufactory  will  be  completed,  and  in  a 
condition  to  fupply  whatever  we  pleafe. 

Continue  in  good  health,  and  never  forget 
your  old  friends. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CLXV, 


From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Biandenburg,  December  24,  1764, 

Thou  G H the  receipt  of  your  beautiful 
porcelain  ^ave  me  great  joy,  this  joy  was  never- 
thelefs  furpalfed  by  the  fatisfaCtion  I felt  at  the 
fuccefsof  your  manufactory,  fince  it  is  your  own 
produCt,  your  o n work,  and  correfponds  to  all 
1 your 
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your  other  enterprizes.  I congratulate  your  ma- 
jefty,  and  have  no  doubt  but  this  grand  and 
fine  eftablifhment  will  foon  attain  the  utrnoft 
degree  of  perfection. 

Accept,  fire,  the  fincereft  wifhes  of  my  heart, 
on  the  coming  year,  for  your  prefervation  and 
your  health. 

I am,  &c, 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CLXVI. 

From  the  King , 

MY.  DEAR  FRIEND,  February  io,  1765. 

I SEND  you  a part  of  a real  Perigord  pie 
with  truffles,  that  came  from  that  country.  I 
with  the  flavour  may  pleafe  you,  and  that  this 
opportunity  may  procure  me  news  of  your  health; 
for,  though  a neighbour,  I do  not  hear  a word 
from  you  ; yet  no  perfon  is  more  interefted  in 
your  happinefs  than  your  old  and  faithful  friend, 

FREDERIC, 


Z4 
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LETTER  CLXVIL 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  February  u,  1765* 

I AM  moft  fenfible  of  your  bounty  and 
gracious  recolledtion,  and  am  much  rejoiced  to  j 
fee  your  majefty  in  repofe ; for  reft  feems  moft 
neceffary,  fire,  occafionally  to  be  indulged  in, 
at  your  age,  if  we  wifh  to  prolong  life.  The 
difference  between  the  original  Perigord  pie  and 
the  Brandenburg  copy  feems  to  me  very  remark- 
able. I am  obliged  to  dojuftice  m that  of  Sans- 
Souci ; and,  according  to  my  tafte,  I think  the 
feafoning  of  Sir  Noel  is  fuperior  even  to  the 
original. 

My  health  is  very  equivocal.  I never  leave 
my  inclofure,  except  to  go  to  church,  there  to 
pray  for  your  majefty’s  profperity ; or  occafion- 
ally  to  un-earth  a badger.  I live  very  retired, 
and  fee  no  company,  except  fome  officers  of  the 
garrifon,  my  collegues ; and  my  daughter,  who 
is  lately  come  to  fettle  at  Brandenburg,  with  her 
daughters  Henrietta  and  Wilhelmina  of  Nim- 
chefffki,  of  whom  her  deceafed  hufband  has  ap- 
pointed me  the  guardian.  In  this  chara&er  I 
venture  to  petition  your  majefty  to  be  pleafed, 

fome 
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fome  day,  to  grant  them  places  in  the  chapel 
of  Halle. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


L E T T E R CLXVIII. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  March  ir,  1765. 

I RETURN  from  Berlin,  where  I have 
been  to  fee  my  porcelain  manufa&ory.  I there 
found  two  vafes  and  a balm  ; and,  thinking  they 
might  give  you  pleafure,  I fend  them  you.  The 
great  chimneys  are  not  yet  entirely  finifhed  ; 
they  are  at  work  on  them,  and  in  fix  weeks  at 
the  latefl:  we  may  have  what  we  pleafe.  I fhall 
not  forget  you,  whenever  I find  any  thing  wor- 
thy to  embellifh  your  retreat. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ; let  me  know  how 
you  do. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CLXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

S I RE,  Brandenburg,  March  15,  1765,. 

I DO  not  think  a child  with  his  Chriftmas 
box  could  feel  greater  joy  than  I did,  when  I re- 
ceived your  vafes  and  your  bafin ; they  are  per- 
fectly beautiful,  as  well  for  the  whitenefs  of  the 
china,  as  in  excellence  of  tafte  and  colours.  I 
am  convinced  that  neither  Japan  nor  Europe 
ever  produced  any  thing  equal,  or  in  fo  (hort 
a fpace  of  rime. 

My  all  on  earth,  fire,  at  prefent,  is  a wifh 
worthily  to  acknowledge  the  many  favours  with 
which  your  majefty  deigns  to  load  me. 

My  health  is  palfable;  my  voice  continually 
becomes  weaker  ; there  are  fome  days  on  which 
I can  fcarcely  make  myfelf  heard. 

I am,  See. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET# 


LET- 
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LETTER  CLXX. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  25,  1765. 

I HAVE  for  thefe  five  weeks  had  the 
gout  and  the  hemorrhoides,  in  a more  violent 
manner  than  I ever  had  before ; bur,  as  the 
worft  is  over,  and  as  I am  now  on  the  recovery, 
one  of  the  firft  things  I have  to  do  is  to  let  you 
hear  from  me. 

I hope  for  the  return  of  good  news  on  your 
part,  and  to  be  told  that  your  health  is  better. 
I flatter  myfelf,  my  dear  general,  what  I now 
write  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  you,  and  that 
your  anfwer  will  eafe  my  fears  concerning  the 
Hate  of  your  health. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I embrace  you  with 
all  my  heart,  and  hope  you  will  not  be  vexed 
that  I intend  to  vifit  you  as  I go  to  Magdeburg. 

FREDERIC 


LET- 
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LETTER  CLXXI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  April  28,  1765, 

TL  O hear  that  your  majefty  is  convalefcent 
infpires  me  with  the  greateft  pofiible  joy,  and  I 
moil  humbly  return  your  majefty  thanks  for  the 
agreeable  news  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
fend  me, 

I have  fuppofed  myfelf  prefent,  during  your 
violent  fits  of  the  gout,  till  your  pain  has  even 
made  me  grind  my  teeth.  This  apparently  has 
at  the  fame  time  increafed  the  pain  of  a fwelling 
in  my  legs,  with  which  I have  for  fome  weeks 
been  incommoded. 

By  the  aid  of  whey,  I begin  to  be  better.  But 
I have  your  majefty’s  health  more  at  heart  than 
my-  own  ; and  I venture  to  conjure  your  majefty 
to  take  every  poffibie  means,  during  the  fine 
weather,  that  may  concur  to  the  recovery  of 
your  ftrength. 

You  will  be  a welcome  gueft  at  Brandenburg, 
and  I (hall  think  myfelf  too  happy  and  too 
much  honoured  in  my  retreat,  by  making  the 
pot  boil  for  your  majefty. 

I am,  &x. 


L.  M,  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER  CLXXIT. 

From  the  King . 

June  6,  1765. 

I SHALL  be  with  you  on  the  9th  at 
noon,  my  dear  friend,  and  fhall  come  alone, 
which  will  require  neither  banqueting  nor  ex- 
pence. The  pot  boiling,  literally  underftood, 
will  be  fufficient.  I hope  to  find  you  in  good 
health,  cheerful,  and  happy. 

W e have  found  fome  bad,  fome  good,  at  the 
review,  which  neither  refembled  thofe  of  Berlin 
nor  of  Stettin;  but  we  fhall  do  better  in  time. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ; I mod  tenderly  em- 
brace you. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  CLXXIII. 

From  the  Kin 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  June  26,  1765. 

I SEND  you  fome  fruits,  from  Sans-Souci. 
I have  fomething  more  for  you,  which  I wilh  to 
give  you  myfelf.  The  court  of  Brunfwick  will 
be  here  on  the  10th  of  next  month.  I now 
6 have 
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have  time  which  is  at  your  djfpofal,  do  but  chodfe 
your  day. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  C LX  XIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIR  E,  Brandenburg,  June'  27,  17 6p 

SlNCE  the  creation  of  Brandenburgs 
never,  according  to  all  appearances,  were  feen, 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  fuch  variety  of  fruits  as 
your  majefty  has  juft  fent  me. 

You  add  your  commands,  fire,  to  come  and 
gather  for  myfelf,  which  I certainly  fhall  not 
fail  to  obey. 

The  fieur  Cothenius,  having  prefcribed  bath- 
ing for  a fortnight,  by  whigh  I found  relief,  I 
entreat  your  majefty’s  permiffion  to  continue  it 
till  next  Saturday ; that,  on  the  Sunday  after, 
I may  have  the  happinefs  to  throw  myfelf  at 
your  feet,  and  to  teftify  how  fincerely  I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CLXXV. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  September  16,  1765. 

1 AM  returned  from  Silefia.  The  waters 
of  Landeck  have  reftored  me  the  ufe  of  my 
limbs,  and  I do  not  at  prefent  feem  to  have  had 
the  gout. 

I found  your  regiment  in  better  order  than 
ever.  Luck  is  an  exceedingly  good  officer,  and 
one  who  ferves  from  motives  of  honour  and 
ambition. 

I hope  my  gardener  has  fupplied  you  well, 
during  my  abfence.  I fhall  now  be  myfelf  your 
purveyor,  and  furnifh  your  hoyfe  with  fruit,  or 
whatever  can  be  mod:  agreeable  to  you.  But  I 
require  you  Pnould  write  me  news  of  your  health, 
that  my  mind  may  be  at  safe  concerning  my 
good  old  friend,  whom  I fhail  love  to  the  end 
©f  life. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 


L E T- 
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LETTER  CLXXVI. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  September  16,  1765® 

Th  E confirmation  which  I have  juft  re- 
ceived, from  your  majefty,  of  the  good  effedts 
which  the  waters  of  Landeck  have  produced, 
has  given  me  extreme  joy. 

Your  fatisfadtion,  fire,  is  mine;  it  is  my  foie 
confolation.  I fhall  never  ceafe  to  pray,  moft 
fincerely,  for  the  health  of  your  majefty. 

I feel  great  fatisfadtion  at  underftanding  that 
you  found  my  regiment  in  good  order.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Luck  announced  to  me,  with 
great  joy,  the  real  marks  which  your  majefty 
has  given  him  of  your  gracious  approbation ; 
which  cannot  but  induce  him  continually  to 
render  his  zeal  for  your  fervice  more  apparent. 

You  command  me,  fire,  to  fend  you  news  of 
my  health.  For  near  four  weeks  I have  been 
afflicted  with  the  fciatica.  I thought  proper  to 
take  the  balfam  of  Mecca,  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  which  I had  remaining,  which  ferved 
me  as  many  days.  I find  myfelf  more  light  and 
much  eafed. 

I return  your  majefty  thanks  for  your  excel- 
lent fruit ; and  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 
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LETTER  CLXXVII. 

From  the  King . 

September  i§,  176$, 

Fortunately,  my  dear  friend,  I 

dill  have  a bottle  of  the  balfam  of  Mecca,  which 
the  Effendi  gave  me.  This  I fend  you  with  all 
imaginable  pleafure,  and  with  a thoufand  willies 
that  the  balfam  may  do  you  every  poflible  good. 

Continue  in  good  health,  and  do  not  forget 
the  mod  faithful  and  the  oldeft  of  your  friends. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  CLXXVIII. 
From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  Sept.  19,  1765. 

The  bottle  of  balfam,  which  your  ma- 
jefty  has  done  me  the  favour  to  fend  me,  is  juft 
delivered. 

Never  did  prince  take  more  care  for  his  fer- 
vant,  than  your  majefty  does  for  my  health. 

What  diftinguilhes  your  majefty,  from  other 
princes,  is  that  you  aft:  thus  in  favour  of  a man 
vol.  xiii,  A a who 
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%vho  is  unable  to  teftify  his  gratitude,  by  the  lead 
fervice.  How  affliding,  fire,  is  my  fate,  to  be 
unable  to  anfvver  fo  many  ads  of  bounty,  ex- 
cept by  thofe  fentiments  of  attachment,  and  in- 
violable fidelity,  in  which  I fhall  to  the  lad  mo- 
ment of  life  remain,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CLXXIX. 

From  the  King . 

December  31,  17 65, 

Ah  A P P Y new  year  to  you,  my  dear 
friend.  I fend  you  a prefent,  fuch  as  well 
may  be  fent  from  one  old  man  to  another, 
that  is,  an  eafy  chair,  which  you  may  raife  or 
lower  at  your  pleafure ; fome  true  balfam  of 
Mecca,  for  the  recovery  of  your  ftrength  ; and 
fome  trifles  from  my  porcelain  manufadory,  for 
your  amufement.  When  I fhall  fee  you  at 
Potfdam,  in  the  fummer,  I will  prefent  you  with 
fomething  more  folid. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  dear  friend,  accept  my 
good  withes  for  ncreafing  health,  and  my  aflur- 
ances  that  no  perfon  is  more  interefted  in  your 
welfare  than  is  your  old  and  faithful  friend. 

FREDERIC. 
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LETTER  CLXXX. 

From  General  Fouquet * 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  January  3,  176& 

Your  majefty  would  certainly  not  have 
been  the  firft  to  fend  your  compliments,  on  the 
new  year,  had  I not  refrained  from  motives  of 
attention  and  prudence.  But  I am  well  perfuad- 
ed  that,  of  all  the  compliments  you  will  receive 
on  this  occafion,  there  certainly,  fire,  are  none 
which  can  furpafs  the  fincerity  of  my  heart,  or 
of  my  willies  for  your  welfare  and  glory. 

I thank  you,  fire,  for  the  beautiful  and  excel- 
lent new  year’s  gifts,  which  you  have  had  the 
kindnefs  to  fend  me,  and  I congratulate  your 
majefty,  on  the  fatisfadion  you  muft  feel  at  the 
fuccefs  of  your  porcelain  manufactory  > efpe- 
cially  as  the  laft  china  is  ftill  fuperior,  in  beauty, 
to  all  the  preceding. 

I will  make  a good  ufe  of  my  eafy  chair,  and 
will  flumber  in  it  as  well  as  I am  able. 

The  firft  bottle  of  the  balfam  of  Mecca  fent 
by  your  majefty  having  done  me  good,  and 
cured  my  fpafms  and  fciatica,  I have  reafon  to 
hope  that  the  fecond  will  effe&  the  reft ; except 
A a 2,  reftoring 


reftoring  me  to  freedom  of  breathing,  and  of  ut- 
terance ; for  my  voice  feetns  continually  to  be- 
come weaker. 

I am, 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CLXXXI. 

From  the  King , 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  January  9,  1766. 

I A M delighted  to  find  the  trifles  I fent 
were  agreeable  to  you.  I have  given  you  the  lafl 
bottle  of  balfam  of  Mecca  I had ; but  I will 
write  to  Conftantinople  to  have  more  in  referve, 
fhould  you  wifh  me  fo  to  do. 

Our  holidays  refemble  the  working  days  of 
Brandenburg;  we  have  neither  plays  nor  any 
other  diverhons,  becaufe  of  a family  mourning, 
by  which  I am  very  fenfibly  afHided.  How- 
ever I have  taken  off  the  prohibition  for  the 
laft  foitpight,  to  oblige  our  youth,  who  are  but 
little  affeded  by  the  forrows  of  others. 

Your  tobacco  (hares  profper  well,  and  I flat- 
ter myfelf  you  will  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied 
with  them. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend ; take  good  care  of 
4 your 
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your  health,  and  depend  on  the  fincerity  of  my 
affedion,  which  ever  will  be  what  it  ever  has 

been* 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CLXXXII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  January  9,  37 66. 

I A M penetrated  fo  much,  by  all  the  fa- 
vours you  confer  on  me,  that  I never  can  return 
you  proper  thanks,  as  well  for  the  care  which 
your  majefty  is  pleafed  to  take  of  my  health  as 
for  that  which  you  are  pleafed  to  take  of  my 
intereft.  The  latter  induces  me  to  requeft  a 
new  favour,  from  your  majefty. 

At  the  taking  of  Glatz,  I loft  all  my  fecuri- 
ties,  which  I poffefied,  to  the  amount  of  eigh- 
teen thoufand  five  hundred  crowns,  on  your 
Landfchaft  of  Berlin,  and  an  account  of  which  I 
here  fend.  I therefore  entreat  your  majefty,  in 
order  that  my  family  may  not  fuffer,  to  grant 
me  new  fecurities,  conformable  to  the  firft,  which 
were  figned  by  your  own  hand. 

We  are  authorized,  as  well  by  reafon  as  by 
cuftom,  to  moderate  grief  as  well  as  joy ; con- 
A a 3 fequently 
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fequently  your  majefty  may,  without  fcruple, 
partake  of  the  pleafures  of  the  feafon. 

As  your  majefty  is  in  good  health  at  the  be- 
ginning of  your  climacteric  year,  I flatter  my^ 
felf  your  life  will  be  of  long  duration. 

I am,  &c, 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  CLXXXIIL 

From  the  King. 

January  12,  176^ 

The  letter  which  you  fent  me  dated  the 
9th  I have  received,  and  have  with  pleafure 
feized  this  opportunity  of  teftifying  my  good 
will,  by  obliging  you,  I have  fent  precife  di- 
rections to  the  Landfchaft,  in  order  that  new  con- 
tracts may  be  made  out,  and  brought  me,  ac- 
cording to  the  enumeration,  which  you  remitted 
me,  of  the  money  you  placed  in  thofe  funds. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  I will  remit  your  receipts,  my  dear 
friend,  as  foon  as  they  {hall  be  fent  to  me. 

LET- 
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LETTER  CLXXXIV. 

From  the  King, 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  February  9,  1766. 

I SEND  you  a {mail  flock  of  Italian  truf- 
fles, which  I have  procured  by  the  way  of  Vi- 
enna. I wifli  they  may  be  agreeable  to  you, 
and  may  incite  your  appetite. 

I am  here  tranquilly  waiting,  in  my  hole,  for 
the  return  of  fpring.  This  is  no  feafon  for  us ; 
we  old  men  revive  but  in  fpring,  and  vegetate 
in  fummer  ; whereas  winter  is  only  good  for  hot- 
headed and  impetuous  youth  that  cools  itfelf  on 
the  ice,  and  with  fnow- balls. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  My  prayers  are  for 
your  prefervation,  and  for  all  which  can  add  to 
the  pleafures  of  your  life. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CLXXXV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  February  1 1,  17 66. 

I RETURN  thanks  for  the  Italian  truffles 
which  your  majefly  has  fent  me.  Thofe  perfons 
A a 4 who 
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who  have  tailed  both  kinds  think  the  truffles  found 
in  your  good  countries  of  Magdeburg  and  Hal- 
berftadt,  are  infinitely  the  bell.  The  length  of 
the  journey  of  the  firfl  may  be  the  reafon  of  this. 

May  your  majefty  long  enjoy  every  viand,  and 
every  fvveet  this  earth  can  afford,  of  which  no 
perfon  is  more  worthy  than  yourfelf. 

I flatter  myfelf,  fire,  you  will  live  much  Ion- 
ger  than  to  my  prefent  age  of  fixty-nine;  efpe- 
cially  after  the  effed  produced  by  the  waters  of 
Landeck,  which  have  fo  far  confirmed  your 
health  as  to  enable  you  to  fupport  both  cold  and 
heat,  in  thofe  feafons  when  you  make  your  re- 
views. 

I am  becoming  deaf,  fire,  and  it  is  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  that  I can  make  myfelf  under- 
Hood. 

Your  fervant  is  flowly  preparing  to  begin  his 
great  journey.  Be  it  foon  or  late,  or  how  it  may, 
remain  perfuaded,  fire,  that  I love  you,  am  mod 
inviolably  devoted  to  you,  and  that  my  profound 
refped  will  continue  to  the  laft  breath  of  life. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUETo 


L E T- 
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LETTER  CLXXXVL 
From  the  King, 

February  16,  1766* 

Your  letter,  my  dear  friend,  has  made 
me  melancholy.  You  fpeak  of  your  departure ; 
did  it  depend  on  me,  my  wi(h  is  to  preferve  you 
as  long  as  poffible.  Men  are  every  where  met 
with,  but  men  fo  honed  and  friends  fo  faithful  as 
you  mod  rarely.  Take  all  poffible  care  of  your- 
felf,  that  I may  not  lofe  you  fo  foon ; and  re- 
member the  affli&ion  I fhould  feel,  were  I to  be 
feparated  from  you  eternally. 

Deafnefs  is  nothing  ; there  are  ear-trumpets, 
which  facilitate  the  power  of  hearing.  The  late 
madame  de  Rocoulle  made  ule  of  thefe,  and  I 
will  have  fome  made  for  you ; fo  that  I hope, 
by  the  aid  of  fine  weather,  you  will  recover  your 
ftrength,  and  that  I ihall  dill  have  the  pleafure 
of  enjoying  your  company  at  Sans-Souci. 

Fully  perfuaded  of  this,  let  me  beg  you  to 
take  every  precaution  you  can,  that  I may  have 
the  happinefs  again  to  embrace  you,  and  to  af- 
ford you  marks  of  my  fincere  tendernefs. 

Adieu. 


FREDERIC. 
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LETTER  CLXXXVII. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

J5  I R E,  Brandenburg,  February  19,  1766, 

To  anfwer  your  kindnefs  is  impoffible. 
My  cheeks  are  fuffufed  by  a torrent  of  tears ; 
my  heart  is  overburthened,  and  expreffions  I 
have  none.  Of  all  my  confolations,  that  which 
flatters  me  the  moft  is  that  you  fhould  efteem  me 
among  the  number  of  your  friends.  Yet  who 
am  I,  that  I fhould  be  thus  favoured  ? Like  Me- 
phibofheth,  I am  but  a dead  dog. 

It  is  not  cuftomary  with  princes  to  have  hearts 
fo  tender.  How  then,  fire,  can  you,  who  furpafs 
all  princes,  have  fo  much  affedion  for  your 
friends  ? The  uncommonnefs  and  the  high 
worth  of  this  quality  I well  feel. 

Heaven,  fire,  is  my  witnefs,  I do  not  think 
it  poflible  to  furpafs  the  fentiments  of  attach- 
ment in  which  I hold  your  auguft  perfon. 

My  decline  is  general.  I fpeak  but  little, 
becaufe  of  the  difficulty  with  which  I am  under- 
ftood;  and,  like  the  late  general  Rochow,  I 
cannot  even  articulate  the  words  I wifh  to 
pronounce. 

The  fine  weather  perhaps  will  effed  fome 
6 change. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  363 

change,  and  will  procure  me  the  only  pleafure 
to  which  I afpire,  in  this  world,  which  is  that 
of  feeing  your  majefty. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUJET, 


LETTER  CLXXXVIII. 

From  the  King. 

February  24,  17  66* 

I WELL,  perceive,  my  dear  friend,  you 
mud  fortify  yourfelf  Two  days  ago,  we  wiflied 
to  tafte  fome  of  the  Hungarian  wine  of  my  grande 
father,  which  was  found  to  be  good.  I kept  a 
bottle,  which  I here  fend  you.  It  is  the  laft : 
may  it  be  ferviceable  to  you  ! 

If  you  wilh  for  other  old  wines,  I have  them 
of  every  kind ; and  it  will  give  me  true  pleafure 
to  fend  you  a fupply.  You  have  only  to  fay  the 
word. 

I wifh  a thoufand  times  for  your  prefer  vation, 
and  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC, 


LET- 
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LETTER  CLXXXIX, 

From  General  FouqueL 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  March  2,  176& 

What  a pity  is ‘it,  and  what  a lofs,  to 
deprive  your  majedy  of  the  mod  dele&able  of 
wines,  and  to  be  fo  oppohte  in  tade  to  Saint 
Luke!  This  holy  man,  no  doubt  advanced  in 
years  and  with  a debilitated  ftomach,  thought, 
like  a good  judge,  that  old  wine  was  preferable 
to  new.  Notwithdanding  the  contrary  fenti- 
ments  of  your  majefty,  I final!  never  ceale  mod 
ardently  to  wifh  for  the  prefervation  of  your 
precious  life. 

I am,  he. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  CXC, 

From  the  King. 

tMY  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  16,  1766. 

I SEND  you  fome  vegetables,  and  what 
our  garden  can  bed  afford.  I hope  they  will 
give  you  pleafure,  that  you  will  eat  them  in 
good  health,  and  that  while  eating  you  will  re- 
member your  old  friend. 


FREDERIC 
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LETTER  CXCI.  / 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  April  17,  17 66, 

I RETURN  thanks  for  the  vegetables 
which  your  majefty  has  fent  me.  Productions 
fo  premature  are  to  be  found  only  at  Sans- 
Soucb 

Equally  penetrated  by  joy,  to  hear  you  are 
in  good  health,  and  by  gratitude,  for  your  ma- 
jelly’s  gracious  remembrance  of  me,  I am,  &c. 

Lo  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXCII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  May  31,  1766. 

I INVITE  myfelf  without  any  ceremony, 
authorifed  by  friendfhip  fo  to  do,  to  dinner  with 
you,  on  the  2d  of  June,  which  is  the  day  after 
to-morrow. 

I previoully  enjoy  the  pleafure  I (hall  have  to 
embrace  you,  my  dear  Fouquet.  I (hall  be  with 
you  at  eleven  o’clock. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 


FREDERIC, 
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LETTER  CXCIIL 
From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  July  5,  1766, 

I SEND  you  fome  fruits  out  of  my  garden. 
Hitherto  I have  been  bufy  ; I am  now  alone.  I 
do  not  however  invite  you  to  come,  till  the  rain 
(hall  ceafe ; becaufe  the  prefent  cold  may  be  in- 
jurious  to  your  health. 

You  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  tell  me  frankly 
whether  this  (hort  journey  fuits  you,  and  when 
you  will  undertake  it,  that  I may  fend  my  horfes 
forward. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I (hall  acknowledge 
this  pleafure,  which  you  wi(h  to  give  me,  and 
am  &c. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  CXCIV. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  July  5,  1766. 

X RETURN  thanks  for  the  excellent 
fruits  which  your  majefty  has  fent  me. 

The  more  my  heart  is  penetrated  by  grati- 
tude, for  the  gracious  remembrance  of  your 

majefty. 
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majefty,  the  more,  fire,  am  I mortified  to  fee 
myfelf,  by  my  fituation,  deprived  of  the  power 
of  obeying  your  commands. 

My  pains  under  the  ribs  are  Hill  the  fame, 
and  will  not  fuffer  me  to  quit  my  great  chair. 
I hope  the  fine  weather  will  relieve  my  fuffer- 
ings,  and  will  enable  me  to  gratify  the  refpe&fui 
ardour  I feel,  to  throw  myfelf  at  your  majefty’s 
feet. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXCV. 

From  the  King. 

July  1 6,  1766. 

I SENT  you  a phyfician ; but  as  I know 
you  exercife  his  art  but  little,  I fend  you  fome 
melons,  my  dear  friend,  which  perhaps  may  be 
more  to  your  tafte.  The  phyfician  pretends  you 
have  palled  the  fealon  of  bleeding,  but  that, 
by  taking  away  a little  blood,  you  would  find 
yourfelf  confiderably  eafed.  No  one  more  in- 
terefts  himfelf  in  your  prefervation  than  I do ; 
you  fliould  not  therefore  think  it  ftrange  that  I 
trouble  myfelf  with  all  that  relates  to  the  health, 
or  can  prolong  the  life  of,  my  old  and  faithful 
friend. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 


FREDERIC 
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LETTER  CXCVL 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,.  Brandenburg,  July  16,  176& 

Th  E only  relief  I find  is  in  your  ma- 
jefty’s  bounty.  I mean  to  try  bathing,  in  con- 
formity to  the  prefcription  of  your  phyfician.  I 
am  regularly  bled  twice  a year,  on  the  15th  of 
April  and  the  1 5th  of  O&ober.  Indeed,  I agree 
with  the  popular  opinion,  and  prefer  cherries 
and  melons  to  caffia,  fenna,  and  rhubarb. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CXCVIL 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  September  26,  17 66. 

I SEND  you  fome  Hungarian  wine,  hav- 
ing heard  in  Silefia  that  you  wilhed  for  fome.  At 
the  fame  time  I fend  you  fome  grapes,  which 
you  will  eat,  if  they  be  not  injurious.  I have 
alfo  written  to  Conflantinople  for  fome  balfam 
of  Mecca,  becaufe  I fufpeft.  yours  is  all  ufed. 

In  fine,  I wifh  to  contribute  to  your  preferva- 
tion  by  every  means  in  my  power.  Second  my 

enterprize. 
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enterprize,  my  dear  general,  and  take  every 
care  of  your  health,  that  I may  enjoy  my  old 
and  faithful  friend  as  long  as  poffibie. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CXCVIIL 
From  ' General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  September  27,  1766* 

Wh  AT  cares  does  your  majefty  take  for 
a man  who  is  no  longer  good  for  any  thing  1 
Not  fatisfied  with  having  lent  me  Hungarian 
wine  and  railins,  which  contend  with  each  other 
which  is  the  mod  delicious,  Afia  mud  further 
fupply  its  balfam. 

How,  fire,  may  I anfwer  thofe  infinite  kind- 
«eflcs  with  which  your  majefty  loads  me  ? My 
heart  feels  all  the  eflfufions  of  gratitude,  but  ex- 
preftion  fails  me. 

Nothing,  except  the  gracious  attentions  of 
your  majefty,  contributes  to  my  prefervation  ; 
and  but. for  thefe,  perhaps,  I were  now  no  more. 

The  balfam  of  Mecca,  fire,  will  not  fail  to 
give  me  ftrength,  and  I will  drink  your  Hun- 
garian wine  to  fortify  my  ftomach,  while  Tinging 

vol.  xiii.  B b the 
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the  praife  and  glory  of  my  incomparable  bene- 
fa&or. 

How  great,  fire,  is  my  grief,  to  find  myfelf 
no  longer  able  to  prove,  by  my  fervices,  the 
zeal  and  inviolable  devotion  with  which 
I am,  &c. 

. L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER.  CXCIX. 

From  the  King. 

O&oberix,  17  66. 

I HAVE  at  length,  my  dear  friend,  re- 
ceived the  balfam  of  Mecca,  which  my  minifter 
has  brought  me  from  Conftantinople.  I fend  it 
you,  with  a thoufand  willies  that  it  may  do  you 
all  poflibie  good ; alluring  you  that  no  perfon 
is  more  interefled  in  your  welfare  than  your  old 
friend, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CC. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  O&ober  1 7,  1766. 

IT  is  not  enough  that  your  majefty  fhould 
have  rendered  my  life  happy;  you  endeavour 

to 
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to  lengthen  it,  by  the  gracious  care  you  take  of 
my  health.  I return  you  thanks  for  the  pro- 
vifion  of  balfam  of  Mecca,  which  you  have  juft 
fent  me.  I (ball  take  this  excellent  remedy  as 
a bracer,  and  as  a proof  of  your  bounty. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  CCI. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  19,  17660 

I SEND  you  a fervice  of  porcelain,  which 
I have  long  deftined  for  you,  but  which  the  ovens 
would  not  permit  to  be  finiOied  fooner.  I beg 
you  to  ufe  it.  Should  any  part  be  broken,  the 
fet  may  very  eafily  be  completed. 

Continue  in  good  health ; live  to  give  me 
pleafure ; and  enjoy  every  profperity  human 
nature  can  tafte.  Such  are  the  wifhes  of  the 
oldeft  and  moft  faithful  of  your  friends, 

FREDERIC, 


Bb 
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LETTER  COL 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  December  23,  17 66, 

I F there  be  any  means  of  prolonging  my 
life,  I believe  your  majefty  pofteftes  the  fecret. 
Witnefs  the  joy  I feel  at  the  beautiful  prefent 
of  porcelain  which  I have  juft  received. 

Certain  it  is,  fire,  that,  in  the  morning  taking 
balfam  of  Mecca,  a foup  well  breaded  at  noon 
in  your  beautiful  turenes,  and  your  old  Hun- 
garian wine  at  the  deflert — according  to  all  ap- 
pearances, by  fiich  a continuation,  we  may  yet 
travel  far. 

Imagine  how  lively  is  my  gratitude,  and  what 
are  the  obligations  I owe  your  majefty,  for  all 
your  grace  and  favours.  As  I am  at  prefent  of 
no  ufe,  fire,  I can  only  employ  my  whole  time 
in  iinging  laud,  honour,  and  glory  to  you*, 
and  in  praying  for  the  prolperity  of  your  auguft 
perfon. 

I am. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

* Alluding  to  his  church  living,  which  he  enjoyed  as  a 
canon  of  Magdeburg. 


LE 
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LETTER  CCIII, 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  February  18,  1767, 

I SEND  you  a fmall  Perigord  pie.  I vvifh 
it  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  that  your  health 
may  permit  you  to  eat  it,  without  inconvenience 
to  yourfelf. 

The  people  who  come  from  Brandenburg  fay 
that  you  are  very  well ; but  you  never  can  be 
fo  well  as  I wifh  you,  for  no  one  interefts  himfelf 
fo  much  in  your  prefervation  as  your  old  and 
faithful  friend, 

FREDERIC, 

LETTER  CCIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  February  18,  1767. 

I RETURN  you  thanks  for  your  Perigord 
pie,  which  you  were  pleafed  to  fend  me.  I 
think  it  very  good,  and  it  certainly  is  fufficiently 
high  flavoured ; but  the  way  to  put  all  things 
whatever  to  a proper  ufe  is  to  ufe  them  foberly. 
I depend  with  certainty  that  your  majefty  will 
ait  thus. 
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With  refpedt,  fire,  to  my  health,  it  is  paflable ; 
thanks  to  the  weather,  which  at  prefent  permits 
me  occaftonally  to  un-earth  a badger,  or  a fox.  I 
fpeak  however  fo  unintelligibly  as  not  to  make 
myfelf  underftood,  and  I flagger  in  my  gait. 
There  is  but  one  thing  of  which  I have  no 
doubt,  and  that  is  of  the  inviolable  attachment 
with  which  my  heart  will  ever  be  devoted  to  you, 
to  the  laft  moment  of  my  life, 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CCV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  September  4,  1767* 

I DARE  flatter  myfelf  your  journey  is  for- 
tunately ended  to  your  fatisfa&ion  ; and  I judge 
thus  by  the  promotions  which  you  have  thought 
proper  to  make.  The  intereft  I feel,  in  what 
relates  to  colonel  Luck,  makes  me  augur  that 
your  majefty  was  fatisfied  with  the  regiment. 

To  crown  my  wilhes,  fire,  may  you  ever  con- 
tinue in  good  health  ! And,  after  being  fatisfied 
with  your  journeys,  and  your  reviews,  I hope 
you  will  now  unbend,  by  preparing  a welcome 
for  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  will  conclude  the 

whole 
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whole  by  excellent  and  glorious  nuptials.  Per- 
mit me,  fire,  to  prefent  my  compliments  of  con- 
gratulation. I return  thanks  to  your  majefty 
for  the  part  1 have  had,  during  your  abfence,  in 
the  melons  of  Sans-Souci, 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CCVL 
From  the  King, 

September  7,  3767. 

I AM  returned,  my  dear  friend,  from  Si- 
lefia,  where  I found  your  regiment  very  fine, 
and  in  very  good  order. 

I am  foon  to  beftow  my  niece  in  marriage.  I 
would  willingly  invite  you  to  the  wedding,  but 
that  I know  you  prefer  retirement  to  the  hurry  of 
courts. 

I embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC 
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LETTER  CCVII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  November  12,  17670 

I SEND  you  fpme  balfam  of  Mecca, 
which  is  juft  arrived  from  Conftantinople ; with 
fome  grapes  from  my  vine  trees,  and  fome  bottles, 
of  the  old  Rhenifh  wine  which  you  love.  I 
wifti  the  whole  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  and 
that  you  may  regale  on  what  I fend. 

Live,  my  dear  general,  for  your  friends ; eft 
pecially  for  me,  who  am  the  oldeft  of  them  all, 
and  who  will  remain  attached  to  you  to  the  end 
of  life. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CCVIIL 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  November  13,  1767. 

I AM  fenfibly  affecfted  by  the  new  marks 
of  grace  and  favour  which  your  majefty  has  tefti- 
fied  for  me,  in  the  cares  which  you  take  for  the 
prefervation  of  my  life. 

I have  reafon  to  efteein  myfelf  the  moft  happy 
i of 
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of  mortals ; efpecially,  fire,  fhould  heaven  here- 
after ratify  thofe  favours  which  you  have  fhewn 
for  me,  during  my  refidence  on  earth.  This  1 
dare  hope  for,  and  found  my  hopes  on  the  friend- 
fhip  which  I bear  to  the  anointed  of  heaven,  for 
whofe  profperity  and  prefervation  I never  ceafe 
offering  up  my  prayers. 

I am,  and  fhall  be,  fire,  to  the  laft  moment  of 
life,  &c? 

Lo  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CCIX. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  23,  17670 

I SHOULD  think  I had  paffed  Chrift- 
mas  ill,  were  I not  to  fend  you  fome  fmall  mark 
of  my  remembrance.  I have  accordingly  fent 
you  a packet  of  my  porcelain,  that  you  may 
judge  of  the  progrefs  of  my  manufactory  ; and 
fome  truffles,  which  I have  received  from  Turin. 
I with  they  may  both  prove  agreeable  to  you. 
I hope  iikewife  you  are  in  good  health,  and  that 
you  do  not  forget  your  old  and  faithful  friend, 

FREDERIC. 


37$  JPOSTHUMOITS  WORKS* 


LETTER  CCX. 


From  General  Fouquet , 

^IRE,  Brandenburg,  December  30,  1767* 

To  be  unfit  for  any  thing,  yet  to  enjoy 
the  favour  and  benefits  beftowed  by  the  king 
my  matter,  is  a kind  of  fatisfa&ion  the  worth  of 
which  can  never  he  fully  felt,  except  by  men  of 
my  age. 

You,  fire,  will  judge  of  the  joy  which  your 
gracious  recollection,  and  the  beautiful  Chrift-. 
mas- box  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  add* 
have  excited  in  my  heart. 

The  productions  of  your  porcelain  manufac- 
tory are  of  the  moft  finifhed  kind;  and  their 
beauty  and  tatte  furpafs  every  thing  to  be  met 
with  of  the  fort.  With  refpeCt  to  the  truffles 
of  Turin,  according  to  my  tatte  they  are  good 
for  nothing;  perhaps  the  truffles  of  your  own 
country  would  meet  with  a fimilar  fate,  were 
they  to  make  a fimilar  journey. 

I wifh  your  majefty  a good  and  profperous 
year.  May  you  continue  in  good  health,  and 
ever  remain  contented  and  happy  ! 

I am,  kc . 


L.  M.  FOUQUET 
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LETTER  CCXI, 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  January  7,  176& 

I SEND  you  the  lad  duty  which  I have 
paid  to  a nephew,  whom  I much  loved.  I can 
allure  you  nothing  is  fictitious,  and  that  his  cha- 
racter and  his  knowledge  were  fuch  as  they  are 
here  defcribed  f. 

I will  fend  you  no  more  Italian  truffles.  Your 
cook  certainly  does  not  know  how  to  drefs  them, 
for  every  body  here  thought  them  excellent. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I embrace  you,  and 
pffer  up  a thoufand  prayers  for  your  prefervation, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CCXII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  January  8,  1768, 

IaM  very  fenfibly  affected  by  the  death 
of  prince  Henry  ; although  I had  no  knowledge 
of  him,  except  of  the  beauty  of  his  perfon. 

* This  refers  to  an  eulogium  on  prince  Henry  of  Prufiia, 
in  an  extraordinary  affembly  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, on  the  30th  of  December,  1767. 

3 Tlic 
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The  care  which  you,  fire,  had  taken  of  his 
education,  the  hopes  you  founded  on  the  merits 
of  this  dear  prince,  and  the  eulogium  you  have 
written  on  him,  are  at  once  a teftimony  of  the 
friendfhip  you  bore  him,  and  the  good  qualities 
he  poffeffed.  In  a word,  he  was  your  own 
work. 

I was  prefent  at  his  funeral  oration,  in  the 
cathedral  church,  where  a hymn  was  fung  to 
him,  which  made  me  weep  bitterly. 

The  lofs  of  this  amiable  prince  may  be  faid 
to  be  irreparable,  if — be  it  fpoken  with  your 
majefty’s  permilfion-— you  fhould  not  redouble 
your  attention  to  the  prince  of  Pruffia,  to  whom 
is  generally  attributed,  the  character  of  a worthy 
man,  and  all  the  fentiments  that  correfpond  to 
that  chara&er.  This,  fire,  becomes  a duty  due 
to  your  own  rank,  to  your  family,  to  the  (fate, 
and  flill  more  to  the  gratitude  and  obligation 
which  the  prince  will  be  under  to  you. 

I return  your  majefty  thanks  for  the  copy  of 
the  eulogium  which  you  have  done  me  the  ho- 
nour to  fend  me,  and  which  I efteem  to  be  ^ 
perfect  work. 

1 am,  &c. 

L,  M.  FOUQUET, 


LET, 
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LETTER  CCXIII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  26,  1768. 

I HEAR  from  general  Kleift  that  you 
are  indifpofed,  and  I fend  my  phyfician  to  en- 
quire into  your  health.  You  have  a thoufand 
good  wifhes  from  me,  but  willing  is  all  I can 
do.  Were  I a phyfician,  I would  cure  you  ; 
were  I a god,  I would  render  you  immortal,  for 
fo  good  men  ought  to  be ; but  my  power  can 
do  nothing  more  than  pray  for  you. 

If  any  thing  here  can  render  you  fervice,  you 
need  but  fpeak  the  word.  Whatever  depends 
upon  me  (hall  be  done. 

I wi(h  to  hear  good  and  agreeable  news  from 
you.  In  the  mean  time  I tenderly  embrace  you. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER  CCXIW 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  April  27,  176S. 

Though  you  are  neither  phyfician 
nor  god,  your  grace  and  favour  nevertheiefs  are 

produc- 
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produdive  of  good  effeds  ; efpecially  of  the  joy 
which  I feel,  to  hear  that  you  are  in  good  health; 
a continuation  of  which  I wilh  you  for  a long 
fucceflion  of  years. 

With  refped  to  myfelf,  I keep  travelling  on, 
and  am  gradually  preparing  for  my  long  jour- 
ney. The  bark  has  juft  cured  me  of  the  fever. 
Nothing  is  wanting  to  reftore  me  to  perfed 
health  but  the  power  of  making  myfelf  under- 
ftood,  of  fpeaking,  and  of  walking. 

I recoiled  that,  thirty  years  ago,  I perfuaded 
the  difeafed  duke  of  Barby  to  employ  the  baths 
of  Lauchft^dt,  near  Halle  ; to  thefe  he  went  on 
two  crutches,  and  returned  from  them  fafe  and 
found,  in  four  weeks,  walking  upright  and  as 
ufual. 

I fhould  be  much  tempted  to  make  the  ex- 
periment, would  your  majefty  but  grant  me  per- 
miffion.  This  however  muft  not  be,  till  your 
majefty  have  firft  patted  through  Brandenburg. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET* 
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LETTER  CCXV* 

From  the  King . 

April  28,  1768, 

1 WAS  glad  to  learn  from  your  letter  that 
you  are  recovering  your  health,  and  that  it  is 
your  intention  to  try  the  waters  of  Lauchfbedt. 
It  depends  abfolutely  on  yourfelf  to  go  thither, 
when  you  pleafe,  provided  it  be  not  at  the  tin\e 
of  the  approaching  reviews,  when  1 (hall  go  to 
Magdeburg  ; for  I much  wifh  to  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  you  as  I pafs  through  Branden- 
burg. 

On  which  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CCXVJo 
From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Odober  13,  17 68, 

Here  is  a fmall  tribute  which  I prefent 
to  you.  Do  not  look  at  the  fum ; confider  only 

the 
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the  tender  and  faithful  heart  of  your  friend* 
whofe  wifli  is  to  give  you  pleafure. 

Take  good  care  of  yourfelf ; live  to  the  age 
of  Methufelah*  and  remain  perfuaded  that  I 
fhall  love  you,  body  and  foul.;  to  my  laft  figh. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER  CCXVIL 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S I R E,  Brandenburg,  December  24,  17 68* 

X KNOW  not  what  anfwer  to  return,  for 
all  the  favours  and  benefits  which  you  heap  upon 
me.  I have  no  expreffions  equal  to  the  wifh  I 
have  to  teftify  my  gratitude  to  your  majefty.  I 
dare  however  allure  you,  lire,  that  I fhould  be 
lefs  affected  by  all  the  wealth  you  could  pohi- 
bly  bellow  on  me,  than  by  the  gracious  terms  in 
which  the  prefent  is  made. 

My  heart  is  your  pledge,  lire,  of  the  inviola- 
ble attachment  which,  to  thelall  moment  of  my 
exiflence,  I fhall  feed  for  your  augufl  perfon. 

I am.  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


L E T- 
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LETTER  CCXVIII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  22,  1768, 

I H E R E fend  you  a trifling  mark  of  re- 
collection. It  is  cuftomary  for  families  to  make 
prefents  at  Chriftmas,  and  I treat  you  as  one  of 
the  family ; as  well  as  a worthy  and  well  tried 
knight,  without  fear  and  without  reproach*,  and 
my  old  and  conflant  friend. 

Take  good  care  of  your  health,  that  I may 
preferve  my  good  old  friend  as  long  as  poflible, 
and  that  I may  yet  often  have  the  pleafure  of 
perfonally  alluring  you  of  the  whole  extent  of 
my  tendernefs  and  efteem. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CCXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  December  24?  17680 

My  children  were  very  far  from  feeling  the 
fame  joy,  at  the  Chriftmas-boxes  they  received, 

* While  Frederic  II.  was  prince  royal,  among  his  other 
amufements,  he  formed  an  order  of  knighthood,  and  named 
it  after  the  famous  French  chevalier  de  Bayard.  General 
Fouquet  was  one  of  his  knights.  T. 

vol.  xiii.  C c as 
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as  I did  at  the  receipt  of  yours,  accompanied  as 
they  were  with  the  gracious  recolledion  with 
which  you  are  pleafed  to  honour  me.  Why  am 
I denied  worthily  to  acknowledge  fo  many  fa- 
vours ? This  I can  only  do  in  idea,  and  by 
prayers  the  moft  fincere  which  an  affedionate 
heart  can  offer. 

I no  longer  can  make  myfelf  underftood,  and 
I lofe  my  hearing.  I am, endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure a fmall  trumpet,  at  Berlin,  to  fupply  if  pof- 
fible  this  defed,  fimilar  to  that  which  madame 
Rocoulle  made  ufe  of,  but  cannot  find  any  fuch. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CCXX. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  January  9,  1769. 

I S E N D you  all  the  acouftic  inftruments 
I have  been  able  to  colled  here,  with  remarks 
on  their  ufe.  I wifh  they  may  aid  your  hearing, 
and  eafe  your  old  age.  Could  I reflore  you  to 
youth,  I would ; but  that  is  a thing  which  fur- 
paffes  my  power. 

I embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC. 
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LETTER  CCXXI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  January  12,  1769. 

Wer  E my  recovery  poffible,  I cer- 
tainly might  expedt  it  from  the  goodnefs  of  your 
majefty.  I moft  humbly  return  you  thanks,  fire, 
for  the  inftruments  which  you  have  fent  me,  the 
two  largeft  of  which  produced  their  effeCt.  I 
will  prove,  them  to-morrow  at  church,  where  I 
will  pray  for  the  profperity  of  my  auguft  bene- 
factor. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CCXXII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  September  5,  1769, 

Permit  me  to  mention  the  part  I take 
in  your  happy  return  from  Silefia,  and  in  the  re- 
markable vifit  which  you  have  juft  received  from 
his  Imperial  majefty  at  Neifs  ; an  event  that  will 
ever  remain  memorable  in  your  hiftory.  I with, 
C c 2 fire. 
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fire,  the  whole  may  have  terminated  to  your  md* 
jelly’s  fatisfadion ; and  that  this  monarch,  de- 
firous  of  inftrudion,  while  he  renders  juftice  to 
your  military  talents,  may  not  wifh  hereafter  to 
profit  by  the  lefions  he  has  juft  received,  after 
the  example  of  the  Ruffians,  by  pradiling  them 
againft  his  maftcr. 

I am,  &c. 

L*  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CCXXUI. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  I^IEND,  September  7,  1769. 

I A M much  obliged  to  you  for  the  part 
you  take  in  the  vifit  I have  received. 

The  young  emperor  is  a prince  full  of  merit 
and  ambition.  He  fhewed  every  mark  of  friend- 
fhip,  equal  to  what  any  one  of  my  neareft  rela* 
tions  could  have  conceived  for  me. 

He  even  told  me  he  never  intended  to  make 
ufe,  either  againft  me  or  my  family,  of  any  know- 
ledge he  might  acquire  among  us. 

He  left  me  well  fatisfied ; and  has  invited  me 
next  year  to  vifit  him,  which  I have  promifed  to 
do,  as  it  was  but  juft  I fhould. 

Tour  regiment  has  again  been  found  in  fine 
3 and 
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and  excellent  order,  Thefe  troops  are  all  in 
fuch  good  condition  that  nothing  further  can  be 
defired  for  them,  their  prefervation  excepted . In 
a word,  I have  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
my  journey. 

I fend  you  fome  fruits  from  my  orchard  ; for 
at  our  age,  my  dear  friend,  we  can  only  culti- 
vate our  gardens. 

I embrace  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
^ffuring  you  that  I am  wholly  yours. 

FREDERIC. 


BETTER  CCXXIV. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  September  8,  1769,, 

I AM  delighted  to  learn,  from  your  gra- 
cious letter,  that  you  are  fatisfied  with  the  vifit 
of  his  Imperial  majefty,  and  with  your  whole 
journey.  I have  nothing  more  to  wifh,  except 
to  know  that  you  are  always  in  good  health,  at 
hearing  which  nothing  can  equal  the  confolation 
I feel. 

I return  your  majefty  thanks  for  the  excel- 
lent fruit  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs  to 
fend  me. 

| am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 

Ccj 
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LETTER  CCXXV. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  29,  1769. 

I SEND  you  a Chriftmas  gift  of  my 
porcelain  manufactory.  The  progrefs  of  the  ar- 
tifts  is  vifible.  I hope  it  will  give  you  fome  plea- 
fure,  for  this  is  what  I mean  ; loving  you  as  I 
do,  and  coufidering  you  as  a true  knight,  and  as 
the  oldeft  of  my  friends. 

I am,  body  and  foul,  wholly  yours. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CCXXYI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  December  29,  17 

I RETURN  your  majefty  thanks  for 
the  Chriftmas  gift  you  have  had  the  bounty  to 
fend  me.  The  beauty  of  your  porcelain  con- 
tinually increafes ; and  I cannot  but  think  it  has 
attained  the  utmoft  degree  of  perfection,  as  well 
in  excellence  of  defign  as  in  whitenefs. 
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The  thing  which  mod  affedls  me  is  the  gra- 
cious recolledion  of  your  majedy;  and  that  which 
I mod  ardently  wifh  is  your  perfed  health,  and 
the  prefervation  of  your  augud  perfon. 

I am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER  CCXXVIL 


From  the  King . 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


May  6,  1770 — the  day  of 
the  battle  of  Prague. 


1 S E N D you  fome  old  Hungarian  wine, 
to  give  you  pleafure,  on  the  fame  day  on  which, 
thirty  years  ago,  you  were  fo  cruelly  wounded 
by  our  enemies. 

I have  had  the  gout,  which  has  this  time  very 
ill  treated  me,  by  three  fucceflive  fits  in  both 
my  legs  and  knees ; but  I now  think  no  more  of 


it. 


We  proceed  with  our  difcipline  marvelloufly 
well.  I fliall  continue  my  old  train  as  long  as  I 
can  draw  breath. 

May  your  health  be  as  good  as  I wifh  it  to 
be ; and  may  you  remain  perfuaded  of  the  in- 
finite tendernefs  and  edeem  by  which  I am  per- 
fonally  attached  to  you  ! 

FREDERIC. 

C c 4 
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LETTER  CCXXVIIL 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  May  7,  177®* 

I RETURN  you  thanks  for  the  old  Hun-? 
garian  wine  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs 
tp  fend  me,  with  which  to  celebrate  the  day  of 
the  battle  of  Prague.  It  has  been  a reflorative 
to  me,  confidering  that  all  my  faculties  decline. 

The  recovery  of  your  majefty  contributes  to 
mine.  The  painful  experience  you  have  had 
has  taught  you  to  remedy  the  evil  by  regimen. 

I wifli  your  health  may  be  durable,  and  that 
you  may  continue  to  exercife  your  troops  to  the 
end  of  this  century. 

I am,  &c, 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

BETTER  CCXXIX. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  24,  1770. 

I SEND  you  a fmall  token  of  friendship 
and  ^remembrance,  which  I hope  you  will  ac- 
cept* 
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cept,  as  coming  from  your  oldeft  and  moft  faith- 
ful friend.  I with  the  new  year  may  bring  you 
back  your  voice,  eye-fight,  and  hearing ; that 
you  may  continue  to  love  me,  and  that  you  may 
remain  perfuaded  of  my  friendlhip  and  efleem. 
Adieu. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER  CCXXX. 

From  General  Fouquet . 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  December  28,  1770^ 

IaM  fenfibly  affedted  by  the  reiterated 
remembrance  of  your  majefty ; and  my  regret, 
at  not  being  able  worthily  to  acknowledge  fo 
many  favours,  is  extreme.  The  only  returns  I 
can  make  confift  in  the  moft  fincere  good  willies, 
and  aflurances  that  your  happinefs  is  my  foie 
confolation  and  relief  under  my  infirmities,  which 
continue  to  increafe,  and  in  which  I have  no 
reafon  to  hope  for  any  change. 

X return  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for  the  beau- 
tiful porcelain  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs 
to  fend  me,  and  which  furpafles  every  thing  of 
the  kind  I have  ever  feen, 

I am, 


L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER  CCXXXL 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  September  23,  1771. 

Permit  me  to  declare  the  fatisfadtion  I 
feel  in  your  happy  return  from  Silefia,  wifhing 
with  all.  my  heart  to  hear  you  are  in  perfect 
health,  and  that  your  majefty  is  fatisfied  with 
your  journey. 

I return  you  thanks,  fire,  for  the  excellent 
fruit  which  has  been  fent  me,  by  your  orders, 
during  your  abfence. 

I am,  & c. ' . 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER  CCXXXII. 

From  the  King . 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I A M glad  to  find  the  fruits  were  agree- 
able to  you  ; with  this  intention  they  were  fent, 
and  likewife  becaufe  I imagined  Brandenburg 
did  not  furnifn  much  fruit  this  year. 

I am  returned  from  Silelia,  where  I found 

much 
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'much  work  had  been  done,  but  where  however 
ftill  many  things  remain  to  do. 

Your  regiment  begins  to  aflume  a molt  ex- 
cellent appearance.  But  I will  not  fpeak  to  you 
on  the  fubjedt,  becaufe,  under  your  prefent  in- 
firmities, it  would  but  lead  to  regret,  and  feel- 
ings which  I wifh  not  to  excite. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Take  good  care  of 
your  health,  love  me  ever,  and  be  perfuaded 
that,  as  I am  the  oldeft,  fo  am  I likewife  the 
moft  faithful  of  your  friends. 

FREDERIC 


End  of  the  Correfpondence  between  Frederic  IL  and 
General  Fouquet0 
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3U  are  aftonifiied,  fir,  to  find  1 am  not 


of  your  opinion  ; and  chat  I do  not  ap- 
plaud the  progrefs  which,  according  to  you,  is 
daily  made  in  German  literature.  My  love  to 
our  common  country  is  not  lefs  than  yours ; 
but,  for  this  very  reafon,  I am  mod  careful  not 
to  praife  it,  before  praife  fiiall  be  merited  : that 
would  but  be  to  proclaim  viftory  in  the  very 
heat  and  doubtful  moment  of  battle.  I wait 
till  the  enemy  fiiall  have  fled  the  field,  that  the 
truth  of  my  applaufe  may  be  equal  to  its  fin- 
cerity. 

You  know  that,  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
opinions  are  free.  You  confider  objects  under 
one  point  of  view,  I under  another.  Suffer 


me 
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me  therefore  to  explain  myfelf,  that  I may  tell 
you  what  my  opinion  is ; and  what  are  my  ideas 
concerning  literature,  ancient  and  modern,  as 
well  with  refpedt  to  languages,  as  to  knowledge 
and  tafte. 

I begin  with  Greece,  which  may  be  called  the 
cradle  of  the  fine  arts.  The  Greeks  fpoke  the 
moft  harmonious  language  that  ever  exifted. 
Their  firft  theologians,  as  well  as  their  firft  hifto- 
rians,  were  poets ; and  to  poets  were  they  in- 
debted for  the  fortunate  beauties  of  their  lan- 
guage ; for  they  created  numerous  picturefque 
expreffions,  and  taught  their  fuccefiors  to  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  with  decency,  politenefs,  and 
elegance. 

From  Athens  I pafs  to  Rome.  Here  I find 
a republic  that  long  contended  with  its  neigh- 
bours, combating  for  fame  and  empire.  Every 
thing  in  this  government  was  ftrength  and  vi- 
gour ; nor  was  it  till  after  the  Romans  had  fub- 
dued  their  rival,  Carthage,  that  they  acquired  a 
tafte  for  fcience.  The  great  Scipio,  the  friend 
of  Lelius  and  Polybius,  was  the  firfl  Roman  who 
protedted  literature.  Next  came  the  Gracchi ; 
after  them  Antony,  and  CrafTus,  two  orators 
that  were  famous  in  their  age.  At  length  the 
language,  ftyle,  and  eloquence  of  Rome  attained 
full  perfection,  during  the  times  of  Cicero, 

Horteafius, 
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Hortenffus,  and  thofe  men  of  fuperior  genius 
who  honoured  the  Auguftan  age. 

This  fhort  retrofpect  pictures  to  my  mind  the 
progrefs  of  letters.  I am  convinced  that  an  au- 
thor cannot  write  well,  if  the  language  he  fpeaks 
be  not  formed,  be  not  polifhed ; and  I perceive 
that  men,  in  all  countries,  begin  with  what  is 
necdfary,  afterward  to  add  what  is  pleafmg.  The 
Roman  republic  laboured  for  its  own  formation; 
it  fought  for  territory,  which  it  cultivated ; and 
when,  after  the  Punic  wars,  it  aflumed  a {table 
form,  the  love  of  the  ’arts  was  introduced,  and 
eloquence  and  the  Latin  tongue  attained  per- 
fection. But  I muft  not  neglect  to  obferve  that, 
from  the  firft  Scipio  to  the^confulfhip  of  Tully, 
there  was  a period  of  a hundred  and  fixty  years. 

Hence  I conclude  that  the  progrefs  of  all 
things  is  {low;  and  that  the  feed  muft  be  planted 
in  the  ground,  the  tree  muft  take  root,  (hoot 
up,  extend  its  branches,  and  gain  ftrength,  be- 
fore  it  can  be  productive  of  flowers  and  fruits. 
According  to  thefe  rules  will  1 proceed  to  exa- 
mine German  literature.  That  I may  with 
juftice  appreciate  what  is  our  prefent  fituation, 
I erafe  prejudice  from  my  mind  ; fince  truth 
alone  ought  to  be  my  guide. 

In  Germany  I find  a half-barbarous  language, 
which  is  divided  into  as  many  different  dialects 
vol.  xin.  D d as 
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as  the  empire  contains  provinces.  Each  circle 
is  perfuaded  its  own  provincial  fpeech  is  the 
beft  There  does  not  exifl  any  colledion  that 
has  acquired  the  fandion  of  the  nation,  and  to 
which  an  appeal  is  made  for  a choice  of  words, 
and  phrafes,  that  conftitute  the  purity  of  the  lan- 
guage. The  ftyle  written  in  Suabia  is  not  in- 
telligible at  Hamburg  ; and  that  of  Auftria,  in 
Saxony  appears  obfcure.  It  is  therefore  phyfi- 
cally  impoffible  that  an  author,  gifted  with  the 
molt  happy  genius,  fhould  employ  a language 
fo  unpolifhed,  with  requifite  fuperiority.  If 
Phidias  be  required  to  form  the  Venus  of  Gnida, 
let  him  be  prefented  with  a block  of  marble 
free  from  defed,  and  with  the  moll  excellent 
tools ; he  then  may  be  fuccefsful.  No  tools, . 
no  artift. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  objected  that  the  republics 
of  Greece  were  as  different,  in  their  idioms,  as 
are  the  provinces  of  Germany  ; and  it  will  be 
added  that,  even  in  this  age,  the  country  of  each 
Italian  author  is  known  by  his  ftyle,  as  well  as 
the  natives  are  by  their  pronunciation.  Thefe 
are  truths  of  which  I do  not  pretend  to  doubt ; 
but  they  muff  not  prevent  us  from  attending  to 
fads,  fuch  as  they  were  in  ancient  Greece,  and 
fuch  as  they  are  in  modern  Italy.  Language 
is  fixed  by  the  writings  of  the  moft  famous 

poets* 
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poets,  orators,  and  hiftorians.  The  public,  by 
tacit  convention,  will  adopt  the  turns,  phrafes, 
and  metaphors,  which  their  greateft  authors 
have  previoufiy  employed  in  their  works  ; thefe 
oxprefiions  become  common,  and  render  lan- 
guage elegant  : while  they  dignify  they  enrich. 

Let  us  at  prefent  take  a retrofpedt  of  our  own 
country  : here  I liften  to  a jargon  void  of  charms, 
which  each  utters  according  to  his  caprice;  no 
choice  of  phrafeology,  the  moft  proper  and 
exprefiive  words  neglected,  and  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole  fubmerged  in  oceans  of  epifode.  I feek 
to  difcover  our  Homers,  our  Virgils,  our  Ana- 
creons, our  Horace,  Demofthenes,  Cicero,  Thu- 
cydides, and  Livy;  but  the  refearch  is  vain, 
none  fuch  can  I find.  Be  we  therefore  fincere, 
and  confidentially  confefs  that,  hitherto,  the 
belles  lettres  have  not  flourifiied  in  our  foil. 
Germany  has  pofiefied  philofophers,  who  may 
Band  the  equals  of  the  ancients,  nay  even  their 
fuperiors  in  certain  refpe&s ; but  of  thefe  I fhall 
referve  the  notice  to  a future  part  of  this  Eflay. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  belles  lettres,  let  us  con- 
fefs our  indigence.  All  I am  able  to  grant  you, 
without  defcending  to  be  the  vile  parafite  of  my 
countrymen,  is  to  own  that,  in  the  inferior  ftyle 
of  fables,  we  poflefs  a Gellert,  who  may  be  ranked 
with  Phasdrus  and  Efop.  The  poems  of  Canitz 
D d 2 are 
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are  fupportable  ; not  for  their  di&ion,  but  bc- 
caufe  they  feebly  imitate  Horace.  Nor  will  I 
omit  the  Idylles  of  Gefner,  which  have  found 
partifans;  but  I muft  be  permitted  to  prefer  the 
works  of  Catullus,  Tibullus,  and  Propertius. 

When  I review  hiftorians,  I can  cite  none  but 
the  Hiflory  of  Germany,  by  profeffor  Mafco; 
and  this  only  as  the  leaft  defective.  * 

Do  you  with  me  to  fpeak  with  due  (incerity 
concerning  the  merit  of  our  orators  ? If  fo,  I 
can  mention  none  but  the  celebrated  Quant, 
of  Koenigfberg,  who  has  acquired  the  rare  and 
lingular  talent  of  rendering  his  language  har- 
monious : and,  to  our  fhatne  am  I obliged  to 
add,  his  merit  has  neither  been  acknowledged 
nor  celebrated.  How  can  it  be  expected  men 
fhould  exert  themfelves,  to  bring  their  fludies 
to  perfe&ion,  if  fame  be  not  their  reward  ? To 
the  names  I have  cited  I muft  join  that  of  an 
anonymous  writer,  who  has  written  poetry  with- 
out rhime.  The  cadence  and  harmony  of  his 
verification  was  the  refult  of  a mixture  of  the 
daftyle  and  the  fpondee  : his  language  is  com- 
prehenfive ; and  my  ear  has  been  agreeably  flat- 
f tered  by  fonorous  founds,  of  which  I did  not 
think  our  language  fufceptible.  Hence  I ven- 
ture to  prefume  that  this  kind  of  Verification 
is  that  which,  perhaps,  belt  fuits  our  idiom  ; 

and 
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and  that  it  is  likewife  preferable  to  rhime.  Pro- 
bably a progrefs  in  it  would  be  made,  were  fuf- 
ficient  indudry  exerted  to  attain  perfection. 

I will  not  mention  the  German  theatre.  Mel- 
pomene has  been  addrefied  by  brutal  lovers ; 
fome  on  the  (lilts  of  bombad,  and  others  grovel- 
ing in  the  dud.  All  of  them,  rebellious  to  her 
laws,  incapable  of  intereding  or  affeCting,  have 
vainly  facrificed  at  her  altars.  The  lovers  of 
Thalia  have  been  more  fortunate,  for  they  have 
at  lead  furnifhed  us  with  one  true  and  original 
comedy:  I mean  the  Poftzug . This  piece  is 
a picture  of  our  manners,  and  our  follies,  which 
are  well  expofed  by  the  poet  on  the  dage  : it  is 
excellently  written.  Had  Moliere  chofen  the 
fame  fubjeCt,  he  could  not  have  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful. 

I am  forry  I cannot  give  you  a more 
fplendid  catalogue  of  our  good  productions.  I 
do  not  accufe  the  nation,  which  is  not  deditute 
either  of  wit  or  genius ; but  it  has  been  retarded 
by  caufes  that  have  prevented  it  from  riling  at 
the  fame  time  that  neighbouring  nations  have 
rifen.  Let  us  go  back  to  the  revival  of  letters; 
and  compare  the  fituation  of  Italy,  France,  and 
Germany,  at  the  time  of  this  revolution,  which 
produced  fuch  great  effeCts  on  the  human  under- 
danding. 


Dd  3 
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Italy,  you  know,  was  their  nurfery ; the  houfe 
of  Eft,  the  family  of  Medicis,  and  pope  Leo  X. 
contributed  to  their  progrefs,  by  granting  them 
prote&ion.  While  Italy  was  thus  bufied,  Ger- 
many, difturbed  by  her  theologians,  was  di- 
vided into  two  fa&ions ; each  of  which  fig- 
nalized  itfelf  by  its  hatred  for  the  other,  its 
enthufiafm,  and  its  fanaticifm. 

At  this  period,  Francis  I.  thought  proper  to 
emulate  the  glory  of  Italy,  by  contributing  to 
the  reftoration  of  literature.  In  vain  did  he 
weary  himfelf  with  exertions  to  tranfplant  let- 
ters into  France  ; his  labours  were  fruidefs.  The 
monarchy,  exhaufted  by  the  ranfom  of  its  king, 
which  ranfom  it  had  paid  to  Spain,  was  in  a 
ftate  of  languor.  The  wars  of  the  league,  which 
followed  the  death  of  Francis  I.  prevented  the 
citizens  from  applying  themfelves  to  the  fine 
arts.  Nor  was  it  till  toward  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIII.  when  the  wounds  of  civil 
war  had  been  healed,  under  the  adminiftration 
of  cardinal  de  Richelieu,  in  times  which  favoured 
the  enterprize,  that  the  French  again  reforted  to 
the  projeft  of  Francis  I.  The  court  encouraged 
men  of  learning  and  of  wit ; emulation  was 
excited  ; and  foon  after,  under  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV.  Paris  yielded  neither  to  Florence 
nor  Rome. 


What 
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What  pafled  at  this  period  in  Germany?  At 
the  very  time  when  Richelieu  acquired  immor- 
tal glory,  by  polifhing  his  nation,  the  Germans 
were  engaged  in  the  war  of  thirty  years.  Our 
country  was  ravaged,  and  pillaged,  by  twenty 
different  armies ; which,  now  vidorious,  now 
defeated,  carried  defolation  in  their  train.  The 
fields  were  laid  wafte,  and  left  uncultivated  ; 
the  towns  were  almofl  without  inhabitants. 
Scarcely  had  Germany  leifure  to  breathe,  after 
the  peace  of  Weftphalia.  At  one  time  (he  had 
to  oppofe  the  forces  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 
which  then  were  formidable ; and,  at  another, 
to  refill:  the  arms  of  France,  which  encroached 
upon  Germany,  to  extend  the  dominion  of  the 
Gauls.  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  when  the  Turks 
befieged  Vienna,  or  when  Melac  plundered  the 
Palatinate  ; when  flames  confumed  the  city  and 
the  citizen;  when  the  tombs  even  of  the  dead 
were  violated  by  the  unbridled  fury  of  the  foldier, 
who  drew  the  bodies  of  the  electors  from  their 
graves,  to  acquire  their  wretched  fpoils — -’tan  it, 
I fay,  be  believed,  when  diflradted  mothers  fled 
from  their  ruined  country,  bearing  their  children, 
exhaufted  with  hunger,  in  their  arms,  that  fon- 
nets  and  epigrams  were  then  compofed  at  Vien- 
na and  at  Manheim?  The  mufes  require  peace, 
fecurity,  and  retirement ; they  fly  the  abodes  of 
D d 4 trouble. 
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trouble,  where  all  order  is  fubverted.  Thus,  it 
was  not  till  after  the  war  of  the  fucceflion,  that 
we  began  to  repair  the  ills  which  had  been 
brought  upon  us,  by  fo  many  fucceffive  calami- 
ties. The  little  progrefs  we  have  made  muft  not 
be  attributed  to  the  want  of  underftanding,  or  ge-? 
nius,  in  the  nation ; we  muft  blame  a continua- 
tion of  unfavourable  circumftances,  and  thofe 
inceftant  wars  which  have  ruined  and  impo- 
verifhed  us,  as  well  in  men  as  in  money. 

Let  us  not  lofe  the  clue  of  incidents  ; let  us 
attend  to  the  conduct  of  our  predeceffors,  and 
applaud  the  wifdom  by  which  it  has  been  di- 
rected : they  aCted  precifely  as  was  requifite,  in 
their  then  fituation.  They  began  by  applying 
themfelves  to  rural  ceconomy,  that  they  might 
reftore  land  to  its  proper  value  ; which,  for  want 
of  labourers,  had  remained  uncultivated,  They 
rebuilt  their  ruined  abodes ; they  encouraged 
the  propagation  of  the  fpecies;  they  applied 
themfelves  to  clear  lands  that  had  run  to  wafte ; 
and  increafing  population  gave  birth  to  induftry. 
Luxury  has  even  been  introduced  ; luxury,  the 
fcourge  of  fmall  ftates,  and  the  increafe  of  cir- 
culation in  great.  In  fine,  travel,  at  prefent, 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  Germany,  and  you 
will  every  where  find  fmall  towns  become  flourifh- 
ing  tides,  Here  is  Munfter ; farther  off  is  Caf- 

fel ; 
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iel : now  you  come  to  Drefden,  and  prefently 
to  Gera.  Pafs  through  Franconia  and  you  will 
meet  with  Wurzburg  and  Niirnberg;  approach 
the  Rhine  and  you  will  pafs  through  Fulda,  and 
Frankfort  on  the  Main,  on  your  road  to  Man- 
heim,  to  Mentz,  and  to  Bonn.  Each  of  thefe 
cities  prefent,  to  the  furprifed-traveller,  edifices 
which  he  did  not  imagine  he  fhould  have  found 
in  the  depths  of  the  Hercynian  forefls.  The 
manly  activity  of  our  countrymen  has  not, 
therefore,  been  merely  confined  to  the  repara- 
tion of  Ioffes,  occafioned  by  paft  afhidfion,  but 
has  afpired  more  high ; it  has  brought  that  to 
perfection  which  was  but  fketched  by  our  an- 
ceftors. 

Since  thefe  advantageous  changes  have  been 
produced,  we  perceive  the  increafe  of  plenty. 
The  lower  orders  of  the  people  do  not  languifh 
in  fhameful  degradation ; and  fathers  now  can 
afford  to  give  their  children  inftrudtion.  Thefe 
are  the  firft  fruits  of  the  fortunate  revolution 
which  we  have  reafon  to  expedt ; the  fhackles 
which  oppreffed  the  genius  of  our  progenitors 
are  broken,  and  deftroyed  ; and  we  already  dif- 
cover  the  feeds  of  noble  emulation,  fprouting  in 
all  minds.  We  blufh  to  perceive  that,  in  cer- 
tain refpedts,  we  are  not  the  equals  of  our  neigh- 
bours ; we  are  arduous  to  recover,  by  indefati- 
gable 
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gable  labour,  that  time  which,  by  difafter,  wc 
have  loft  ,*  and,  in  general,  the  national  tafte  is 
fo  determined,  in  the  purfuit  of  whatever  can 
dignify  our  country,  that,  with  fuch  propenfities, 
it  is  almoft  certain  the  mufes  will  introduce  us, 
in  our  turn,  to  the  temple  of  Fame. 

Let  us  therefore  examine  what  is  further  to 
be  done,  that  we  may  root  from  our  country 
thofe  remains  of  barbarifm  which  ftill  are  there; 
and  that  we  may  accelerate  the  very  defirable 
progrefs,  which  our  countrymen  afpire  fo  ar- 
dently to  make.  I have  already  faid  we  muft 
begin  by  the  improvement  of  the  language. 
Rough  as  it  is  at  prefent,  and  wanting  polifii, 
this  is  a work  that  muft  be  performed  by  able 
hands.  Perfpicuity  is  the  firft  rule  which  thofe 
who  write  and  fpeak  ought  to  fix  in  their 
minds ; for  it  is  requifite  that  they  fbould  paint 
their  thoughts,  and  by  words  exprefs  ideas. 
What  are  thoughts  the  moft  juft,  nervous,  or 
brilliant,  if  they  are  not  rendered  intelligible  > 
Many  of  our  authors  indulge  themfelves  in  a 
diffufe  ftyle;  they  heap  parenthefis  upon  paren- 
thefis;  and  you  will  very  often  not  come  to  the 
verb,  on  which  the  fenfe  of  the  whole  phrafe 
depends,  till  after  having  read  an  entire  page. 
Nothing  can  be  more  detrimental  to  perfpicuity, 
and  the  conftru&ion  of  language,  than  this  prac- 
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tice.  Such  writers  are  not  full,  not  flowing,  but 
carelefs  and  indolent.  The  enigma  of  the  Sphinx 
might  fooner  be  divined  than  their  meaning. 

Another  caufe,  which  is  as  injurious  to  the 
progrefs  of  literature  as  the  vices  with  which  1 
reproach  our  language,  and  the  ftyle  of  our 
writers,  is  the  defe&s  of  our  education.  The 
Qermans  have  been  accufed  of  pedantry,  be- 
caufe  we  have  a multitude  of  trifling,  dull 
commentators.  To  wadi  away  this  {lain,  we 
begin  to  negledt  the  ftudy  of  the  learned  lan- 
guages ; and,  that  we  may  not  become  pedants, 
we  are  in  danger  of  becoming  fuperficial.  Few 
of  our  literati  can  read  the  claflical  authors, 
Greek  and  Latin,  without  difficulty.  Tliofc 
who  wifh  to  form  their  ears  to  harmony,  by  the 
poetry  of  Homer,  ought  to  be  able  to  read  Ho- 
mer with  eafe,  and  without  the  aid  of  a didionary . 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Demoflhenes,  Ariftotle, 
Thucydides,  and  Plato.  A familiar  knowledge 
of  the  Latin  writers  is  equally  requifite.  Our 
youth  at  prefent  apply  themfelves  but  little, 
if  at  all,  to  Greek  ; and  few  of  them  are  Ef- 
ficiently acquainted  with  the  Latin,  to  make  an 
indifferent  tranflation  of  the  works  of  the  great 
men  who  honoured  the  Auguflan  age.  Thefe 
however  are  the  fruitful  fources  from  winch  the 
Italians,  French,  and  Englilh,  our  predeceflors, 
3 have 
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have  drawn  their  knowledge ; they  have,  to  the 
belt  of  their  power,  formed  themfelves  accord- 
ing to  thefe  great  models ; their  manner  of 
thinking  [they  have  adopted  ; and,  while  they 
have  admired  the  fublime  beauties  which  recur 
fo  inceflantly  in  the  works  of  the  ancients,  they 
have  not  neglected  to  remark  their  defeats. 
Such  remarks  are  necelfary,  and  never  ought 
we  to  abandon  ourfelves  to  blind  adulation. 
Thefe  happy  times,  which  the  Italians,  French, 
and  Englifh  have  enjoyed  before  us,  begin  at 
prefent  fenfibly  to  decline.  The  public  has 
been  fatiated  with  the  maflerly  works  that  have 
appeared ; knowledge,  by  being  more  expand- 
ed, is  held  in  lefs  efleem.  In  fine,  thefe  nations, 
thinking  themfelves  in  pofleffion  of  the  fame 
which  their  authors  have  acquired  them,  now 
dumber  on  their  laurels.  But  I know  not  how 
it  has  happened  that  I have  thus  digrefled,  and 
wandered  from  my  fubjeft.  Let  us  return  to 
ourfelves,  and  continue  to  examine  what  are  the 
prefent  defe&s  of  our  education. 

I think  I remark  that  the  fmall  number  of 
good  and  able  teachers  who  are  to  be  met  with, 
is  Unequal  to  the  wants  of  our  feminaries ; of 
which  we  have  many,  and  which  all  require  ftich 
provifion.  If  the  teacher  be  a pedant,  his  tri- 
fling mind  will  dwell  on  trifles,  and  negleft  what 

is 
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is  eflential.  Diffufive,  dull,  and  never  ending, 
unmeaning  in  inftru&ion,  fuch  mafters  weary 
the  pupil,  and  infpire  a difguft  for  ftudy.  Other 
profeffors  confider  their  employment  merely  as 
a mercenary  office ; whether  their  fcholars  do, 
or  do  not,  profit  by  what  they  are  taught,  is  to 
them  indifferent,  provided  their  falaries  be  duly 
paid : and  this  evil  is  {till  increafed,  fhould 
they  happen  themfelves  to  be  deftitute  of  know- 
ledge. What  indeed  can  thofe  teach  who  no- 
thing know  ? God  forbid  there  fhould  not  be 
exceptions  to  the  rule,  and  that  able  profeffors 
fhould  not  ftill  be  to  be  found  in  Germany  ! 
This  I am  far  from  denying.  My  only  and  ar- 
dent with  is  that  their  number  may  be  increafed. 

What  might  I not  object  to  the  vicious  me- 
thod which  mafters  employ,  in  teaching  their 
fcholars  grammar,  logic,  rhetoric,  and  other 
branches  of  education  ? How  can  they  form 
the  minds  of  their  fcholars,  if  they  themfelves 
be  unable  to  difcriminate  between  the  good 
and  the  indifferent,  the  indifferent  and  the  bad* 
if  they' confound  the  diffufe  with  the  flowing, 
the  trivial  and  the  vulgar  with  the  Ample, 
negligent  and  defective  profe  with  eafe,  and 
bombaft  with  the  fublime  ? Or  what,  if  they  do 
not  carefully  correct  the  themes  of  the  ftudents  ; 
and,  while  they  correct,  if  they  do  not  take 
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care  not  to  difcourage,  but  induftrioufly  to  in- 
culcate thofe  rules  which  ought  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, in  compofition  ? The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  propriety  of  metaphors.  I remember,  in 
my  youth,  to  have  read,  in  an  epiftle  dedicated 
by  profeflor  Heineccius  to  a queen,  the  follow- 
ing beautiful  phrafe — “ Ihro  majeft'dt  gladnzen 
tfc  wie  ein  karbunkel  am  finger  der  jetzingen  zeit  /” 
that  is  — “ Tour  majefty  Jhines  like  a carbuncle 
on  the  finger  of  the  prefent  age  /”  Can  any  thing 
be  more  ridiculous?  Why  a carbuncle?  Has 
the  prefent  age  a finger?  Time  indeed  is  figu- 
ratively depidted  with  wings,  becaufe  time  in- 
ceflantly  flies ; with  an  hour-glafs,  becaufe  hours 
fucceed  each  other ; and  is  armed  with  a fey  the, 
to  fignify  that  he  mows  down  all  beings  like 
grafs.  When  profeflors  thus  exprefs  themfelves, 
in  a ftyle  that  is  as  mean  as  it  is  ridiculous,  what 
can  be  expedted  from  their  fcholars  ? 

Let  us  defeend  to  the  lower  clafles  of  the  uni- 
verfities,  and  examine  them  with  equal  impar- 
tiality. The  defedt  which  appears  to  me  the  mofl 
prominent  is,  that  there  is  no  general  method  by 
which  to  teach  the  fciences.  Each  profelfor  forms 
a method  of  his  own.  My  opinion  is,  that  an 
excellent  one  ought  to  be  formed,  and  that  one 
univerfally  introduced.  But  what  is  the  prefent 
pradtice  ? A profeflfor,  in  civil  law  for  example, 

has 
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lias  feme  favourite  authors,  and  authorities,  on 
which  he  commentates ; and  to  thefe  he  con- 
fines himfelf,  without  mentioning  other  authors 
that  have  written  on  civil  law.  He  vaunts  of 
the  dignity  of  his  art,  that  he  may  increafe  the 
value  of  his  individual  knowledge.  If  his  lef- 
fons  be  obfeure,  he  imagines  he  is  himfelf  an 
oracle.  He  declaims  on  the  laws  of  Memphis, 
when  the  provincial  precedents  of  Ofnabruck 
are  in  queftion  ; and  inculcates  the  laws  of  Mi- 
nos to  a bachelor  of  St.  Gall. 

The  philofopher  has  his  favourite  fyftem,  to 
which  he,  in  much  the  fame  manner,  adheres. 
His  fcholars  leave  their  college  with  their 
minds  loaded  with  prejudice ; they  have  ex- 
amined but  a fmall  part  of  human  opinions; 
they  are  not  acquainted  either  with  all  their  er- 
rors or  all  their  abfurdities. 

On  medicine  my  opinion  is  not  yet  decided, 
whether  it  be  an  art  or  be  not ; but  I am  per- 
fectly perfuaded  that  no  man  has  the  power  to 
create  a new  ftomach,  new  veins,  or  new  intef- 
tines,  when  thefe  effential  parts  of  living  exif- 
tence  are  vitiated ; and  I ferioufly  advife  my 
friends,  when  ill,  rather  to  fend  for  a phyfician 
who  has  peopled  more  than  one  church-yard, 
than  for  a young  pupil  of  Hoffmann,  or  of  Boer- 
[ haave,  who  has  not  yet  killed  man  or  woman. 

I imvc 
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I have  no  reproof  for  the  teachers  of  geome- 
try ; this  is  the  only  fcience  which  has  not  pro- 
duced fe&aries,  and  which  is  founded  on  analy- 
fis,  fynthefis,  and  calculation.  Mathematics  is 
bufied  only  concerning  palpable  truths ; the  me- 
thod of  teaching  is  therefore  the  fame  in  all 
countries. 

I fhall,  in  like  manner,  be  repe&fully  filent 
with  regard  to  theology.  This,  it  is  faid,  is  a 
divine  fcience  ; and  its  holy  vdfels  mull  not  be 
touched  by  the  hands  of  the  profane. 

I think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  a£l  with  lefs  cir- 
cumfpedlion  relative  to  the  profelfors  of  hiflory ; 
and  to  fubmit  fome  fmall  doubts  to  their  exami- 
nation. I venture  to  afk  them  whether  thefludy 
of  chronology  be  the  mod  ufeful  branch  of  hif- 
tory  ? Whether  it  be  an  unpardonable  fault  to 
miftake  the  year  in  which  Belus  died  ; the  day 
on  which  the  horfe  of  Darius,  by  neighing,  raif- 
ed  his  mailer  to  the  throne  of  Perfia  ; and  the 
hour  in  which  the  Golden  Bull  was  publifhed ; or 
whether  it  be  a matter  of  infinite  importance  that 
it  was  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  or  four  in 
the  afternoon  ? For  myfelf,  I am  fatisfied  to 
know  what  are  the  contents  of  the  Golden  Bull ; 
and  that  this  bull  was  promulgated  in  the  year 
1356.  I do  not,  by  this,  mean  to  plead  for  his- 
torians who  are  guilty  of  anachronifms  ; but  I 
6 fhould 
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fhould  certainly  be  more  indulgent  to  miftakes 
of  that  nature,  than  to  errors  of  greater  confe- 
quence ; fuch  as  ftating  fads  confufedly ; not 
developing  caufes,  and  their  effeds,  with  per- 
fpicuity  ; negleding  method,  and  heavily  dwel- 
ling on  trifles,  while  they  fcarcely  notice  events 
the  mod  effential. 

My  opinion  is  much  the  fame  concerning 
heraldry ; nor  do  I think  that  a man  of  letters 
ought  to  be  ftoned  to  death,  becaufe  he  has  been 
unable  to  unravel  the  genealogy  of  Saint  He- 
lena, the  mother  of  the  emperor  Conflantine  ; or 
of  Hildegarde,  the  wife  or  the  miftrefs  of  Char- 
lemagne. What  is  neceffary  to  be  known  only 
fliould  be  taught ; the  reft  fhould  remain  ne- 
gleded. 

My  cenfures  may  perhaps  be  thought  too  fe- 
vere.  As  nothing  in  this  world  is  perfed,  you 
will  thence  conclude  that  our  language,  our  col- 
leges, and  our  univerfities,  muft  be  imperfed 
likewife.  You  will  add,  that  it  is  eafy  to  criti- 
cife,  difficult  to  perform ; and  that  therefore, 
in  order  to  do  better,  it  is  neceffiary  thofe  rules 
fhould  be  pointed  out,  which  ought  to  be  followed. 
This  fatisfadion,  fir,  I am  difpofed  to  give  you. 
I am  perfuaded  that,  if  other  nations  have  ap- 
proached perfedion,  the  fame  means  are  open 
to  us,  and  that  we  have  only  eq  employ  thofe 
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means.  I have  long,  in  my  moments  of  leifure, 
been  accuftomed  to  refled  on  thefe  fubjeds ; fo 
that  they  are  fufflciently  prefent  to  my  imagi- 
nation, to  enable  me  to  commit  them  to  paper, 
and  fubmit  them  to  your  judgment.  I make  no 
pretenfion  to  infallibility. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  German  language, 
which  I accufe  of  being  difficult  to  manage,  not 
fufficiently  fonorous,  diffufe,  and  deficient  in  that 
abundance  of  metaphors  and  figures,  which  are 
fo  neceflary  to  fupply  the  writer  with  new  turns, 
and  impart  elegance  to  polilhed  fpeech.  That 
we  may  difcover  the  road  we  ought  to  travel,  to 
arrive  at  this  goal,  let  us  examine  the  road  which 
our  neighbours  have  previoufly  travelled,  to  at- 
tain the  fame  purpofe.  In  the  time  of  Charle- 
magne, the  Italians  fpoke  a barbarous  jargon ; 
a mixture  of  words  introduced  by  the  Huns  and 
Lombards,  with  fome  Latin  phrafes,  but  fuch 
as  would  have  been  unintelligible  to  the  ears  of 
Cicero,  or  of  Virgil.  This  dialed  remained  in 
the  fame  (late,  during  the  barbarous  ages  that 
fucceeded.  At  length,  Dante  appeared ; his 
poetry  charmed  his  readers ; and  the  Italians  be- 
gan to  imagine  their  language  might  become 
the  fuccefibr  of  that  of  the  conquerors  of  the 
world.  A little  before,  and  during  the  revival 
of  letters,  Petrarch,  Ariofto,  Sannazar,  and  car^ 
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dinal  Bembo  flour ifhed.  It  was  the  genius  of 

thefe  renowned  writers  that  principally  contri- 
buted to  fix  the  Italian  language.  About  the 
fame  time  we  find  the  academy  de  la  Crufca  was 
formed,  which  watched  over  the  prefervation 
and  the  purity  of  ftyle. 

I fhall  now  revert  to  France;  where  I find  that, 
at  the  court  of  Francis  I.  a jargon  was  fpoken 
which  at  lead  was  as  difcordant  as  our  German 
flill  is;  and,  no  offence  to  the  admirers  of  Marot, 
Rabelais,  and'  Montagne,  the  rude  writings  of 
thefe  authors,  deprived  of  grace,  have  only  ex- 
cited in  me  wearinefs  and  difgud.  Toward 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV*  Malherbe 
appeared,  who  was  the  fird  poet  France  faw ; or 
rather,  to  fpeak  more  accurately,  was,  as  a ver- 
fifier,  lefs  defective  than  his  predeceffors.  To 
convince  you  that  he  had  not  brought  his  art  to 
perfection,  I need  but  call  to  your  recollection 
the  lines  which  you  know  exid  in  one  of  his 
odes : 

“ French  ta  foudre>  Louis , id  va,  comme  un  lion , 

“ Donner  le  dernier  coup  a la  derniere  tete  de  la  rebellion*  d% 

Who  ever  beheld  a lion  armed  with  thunder  t 
Fable  has  armed  the  mader  of  the  gods  with  a 

* Seize  thy  thunder,  Louis,  and  go,  like  a lion,  to  give 
the  laft  blow  to  the  laft  head  of  rebellion. 
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thunderbolt,  as  it  likewife  has  the  eagle  by  which 
he  is  accompanied  ; but  thunder  was  never  the 
attribute  of  the  lion. 

Let  us  however  leave  Malherbe,  and  his  in- 
accurate metaphors,  that  we  may  proceed  to 
Corneille,  Racine,  Boileau,  Boffuet,  Flechier, 
Pafcal,  Fenelon,  Bourfault,  and  Vaugelas,  the 
true  fathers  of  the  French  language.  By  thefe 
its  ftyle  has  been  formed,  the  ule  of  words  fixed, 
the  phrafes  rendered  harmonious,  and  energy 
and  Strength  imparted  to  the  obfolete,  barba- 
rous, and  difcordant  jargon  of  their  anceftors* 
The  works  of  thefe  men  of  fuperior  genius  were 
read  with  avidity ; they  were  imitated  by  thofe 
who  had  the  gift  of  writing  ; and  their  ftyle  and 
tafte  were  diffufed,  and  became  common  to  the 
nation. 

Suffer  me  here  to  paufe  a moment,  only  to  re- 
mark that,  in  Greece  and  Italy,  as  well  as  in 
France,  poets  were  the  firft  who  rendered  their 
language  flexible  and  harmonious;  and  thus 
prepared  it  .for  that  eafe  and  facility  which  are 
fo  neceffary  in  profe. 

We  will  now  tranfport  ourfelves  to  England, 
where  we  fhall  find  a pi&ure  fimilar  to  that  which 
I have  fketched  of  Italy  and  France.  England 
had  been  fubjugated  by  the  Romans,  the  Saxons, 
the  Danes,  and  finally  by  William  the  Conqueror,  v 
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duke  of  Normandy.  From  this  confufion  of  the 
languages  of  their  conquerors,  with  the  additional 
jargon  which  flill  is  fpoken  in  the  principality 
of  Wales,  the  Englifli  tongue  was  formed.  I 
have  no  need  to  inform  you  that,  during  thefe 
barbarous  times,  the  Englifh  language  was  at 
ieaft  as  rude  as  thofe  which  I have  fo  lately 
mentioned.  The  revival  of  letters  produced  the 
fame  effects  on  all  thefe  nations.  Europe  was 
weary  of  the  abjed  ignorance  in  which  it  had 
crawled  during  fo  many  ages,  and  panted  for 
knowledge.  England,  ever  jealous  of  France, 
was  emulous  of  her  authors ; and  as,  in  order  to 
write,  a language  was  necelfary,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  hers  the  began  to  pay  attention.  That 
the  progrefs  might  be  more  rapid,  (lie  appro- 
priated to  herfelf,  from  the  Latin,  French,  and 
Italian,  all  words  of  which  (lie  fuppofed  herfelf 
in  want.  Her  writers  became  famous ; but  they 
were  unable  to  foften  the  (harp  founds  of  a lan- 
guage which  offends  the  ears  of  foreigners.  Other 
idioms  lofe  by  being  tranflated ; the  Engiifh 
only  is  a gainer  I recoiled  once  having  been 

in 

* The  king  knew  nothing,  or  very  little,  of  the  Englifh 
language  ; he  muft  confequently  have  heard  this  opinion  from 
others,  and  have  taken  it  upon  truft  : it  is  therefore  the  lefs 
to  be  wondered  at.  Of  hilling  foundi  it  may  be  cbferved,  they 
Ee  3 are 
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in  company  with  fome  men  of  literature,  when 
it  was  afked  what  was  the  language  in  which  the 
ferpent  addrefled  our  firft  mother.  In  Englilh, 
replied  one  of  the  erudite,  for  ferpents  hifs. 
Take  this  joke  for  as  much  as  it  is  worth. 

After  having  fhewn  how  languages  have  been 
improved  by  other  nations,  you  will  no  doubt 
judge  that,  fhould  we  employ  the  like  means, 
we  fhould,  in  like  manner,  be  fuccefsful.  We 
muft  therefore  wait  for  great  poets,  and  great 
orators,  to  render  us  this  fervice,  which  we  ought 
not  to  expert  from  philofophers;  their  attention 
muft  be  diredled  to  the  deftrudtion  of  error,  and 
the  difcovery  of  new  truths.  Poets  and  orators 
are  neceflary,  to  enchant  by  their  harmony,  to 
move,  and  to  perfuade.  But  we  cannot  appoint 
the  day  on  which  genius  fhall  take  birth.  Let 
us,  however,  examine  whether  we  may  not 

are  offenfive ; and  are  as  numerous  in  the  Englifli  as  in  any 
polifhed  language,  perhaps  more  fo.  But  other  languages 
are  by  no  means  fo  free  from  them  as  this,  now  common-place, 
remark  would  infinuate,  They  are,  for  inftance,  abundant  in 
the  French,  to  which  their  pronouns  cey  cette , celle>  &c.  greatly 
contribute.  Examples  innumerable  might  be  cited  ; accept 
the  very  words  in  which  the  king  complains — “ Mats  i/s  ne 
parent  adoucir  ces  Jons  aigus”  &c. 

Accept  the  following  likewife — “ Mats  etoit  ce  a vous , etoit 
U ce  a fa  Jille  de  s' en  charger  ?>f — Numa  Pompilius , par  M,  de 
Flor'tant  livre  vi.  j&.  182,  edition  de  Didot,  en  8i;o,  1786.  T. 

make 
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make  fome  progrefs,  by  the  ufe  of  intermediate 
aid. 

To  render  our  ftyle  laconic,  we  ought  to  re- 
trench every  ufelefs  parenthefis;  and,  to  acquire 
energy,  we  fhould  tranflate  thofe  among  the  an- 
cients who  have  exprefled  themfelves  with  the 
greateft  force  and  elegance.  From  the  Greeks 
let  us  fele£t  Thucydides  and  -Xenophon,  not 
forgetting  the  Poetics  of  Ariftotle.  Let  us  pay 
particular  attention  to  impart  to  Demoflhenes 
his  full  vigour.  From  the  Latins  let  us  choofe  the 
Manuel  of  Epi&etus,  the  thoughts  of  the  em- 
peror Marcus  Aurelius,  the  Commentaries  of 
Cxfar,  the  writings  of  Salluft  and  Tacitus,  and 
the  Art  of  Poetry  by  Horace.  The  French  will 
furnifh  us  with  the  Maxims  of  Rochefouc'ault, 
the  Perfian  Letters,  and  the  Spirit  of  Laws. 
All  the  books  I have  here  propofed  have,  in 
general,  been  written  in  a fententious  ftyle,  and 
will  oblige  their  tranftators  to  avoid  indolent 
expreffions,  and  fuperfluous  words.  Our  wri- 
ters would  thus  employ  their  whole  fagacity  in 
contra&ing  their  phrafeology,  that  their  tranfla- 
tions  might  poftefs  the  ftrength  which  has  been 
fo  much  admired  in  their  originals.  Nor  mqft 
they  negleft,  while  in  queft  of  energy,  an  atten- 
tion to  perfpicuity.  That  the  latter  may  be 
preferred,  the  firft  duty  of  every  writer  is,  that 
E e 4 he 
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he  fhould  never  depart  from  grammatical  rules ; 
and  that  he  fhould  place  the  verb,  which  fhould 
govern  the  fentence,  fo  that  there  may  be  no 
ambiguity  in  the  fenfe.  Tranflations,  thus  per- 
formed, would  remain  as  models,  from  the  ftudy 
of  which  our  authors  might  form  themfelves.  We 
then  might  hope  we  had  followed  the  precept 
which  Horace  gives  in  his  Art  of  Poetry — Tot 
verba  tot  pondera. 

To  foften  the  harfh  founds  which  are  fo  fre- 
quent and  fo  common  to  mofl  of  the  words  of 
our  language,  will  be  more  difficult : the  ear 
delights  in  vowels,  and  is  (hocked  by  a iupera- 
bundance  of  confonants,  becaufe  they  are  diffi- 
cult to  pronounce,  and  are  not  fonorous.  We 
have  likewife  numerous  active  auxiliary  verbs, 
the  laft  fyllables  of  which  difagreeably  expire  in 
the  pronunciation;  fuch  as Jagen , geben , nehmen , 
Add  the  letter  a to  thefc  terminations,  and  make 
Jagena , gebena , nehmen  a , and  the  founds  produced 
would  flatter  the  ear.  But  I need  not  be  told 
that,  were  the  Emperor  himfelf,  with  his  eight 
electors,  in  a folemn  diet  of  the  Empire,  to  make 
a law  that  thefe  words  fhould  be  thus  pronounced, 
the  zealous  adherents  to  the  Teutonic  tongue 
would  laugh  at  them  and  their  law,  and  would 
every  where  exclaim,  in  excellent  Latin — C<ejar 
non  eft  ftuper  grammaticos ; and  the  multitude, 

who 
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who  govern  languages  in  all  countries,  would 
continue  to  pronounce  Jagen  and  geben , as  be- 
fore. The  French  have,  in  pronunciation,  foft- 
ened  many  words  which  (hock  the  ear,  and 
which  occafioned  the  emperor  Julian  to  fay  that 
the  Gauls  croaked  like  ravens.  The  following 
words  at  that  time  were  pronounced  cro-jo-gent, 
voi-yai-gent ; and  are  now  altered  to  croyent , 
voyent . If  not  plealing,  they  are  at  lead  not 
difagreeable,  at  prefent ; and  in  my  opinion  we 
might  take  the  fame  liberty  with  certain  words. 

There  is  another  vice  which  I ought  not  to 
forget ; I mean  low  and  trivial  limiles,  feledted 
from  the  jargon  of  the  vulgar.  Here  follows  an 
example  of  the  manner  in  which  a poet  expreffed 
himfelf,  in  his  dedication  to  I know  not  what 
patron — <c  Schiefs , gr offer  gonner , Jchifs  deine 
6C  ftr ah  ten,  arm  dick , auf  deinen  knecht  hernieder” 
— cc  Expand,  great  patron,  expand  thy  rays, 
thick  as  the  arm,  on  thy  fervant.” — What  fay 
you  to  rays  as  thick  as  the  arm  ? Ought  we  not 
to  have  advifed  this  poet  to  have  learned  to 
think,  before  he  undertook  to  write  ? Let  us  not 
imitate  paupers  who  wilh  to  be  thought  wealthy; 
let  us  frankly  acknowledge  our  poverty,  that  we 
may  thereby  be  the  more  encouraged  induftri- 
owily  to  acquire  the  wealth  of  literature,  the 

polfeffion 
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poffeffion  of  which  will  complete  our  national 
glory. 

After  having  difplayed  the  manner  in  which 
our  language  might  be  formed,  let  me  entreat 
you  to  pay  equal  attention  to  the  meafures  that 
might  be  taken  to  extend  the  fphere  of  our 
knowledge,  and  to  increafe  the  facility  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  education,  as  well  as  to  form  the  tafte 
of  youth. 

Fil'd:  I fhould  propofe  a more  feled  choice  of 
profeffors,  to  fuperintend  the  claffes ; and  that 
thefe  profeffors  fhould  be  prefcribed  a more  fage 
and  judicious  method  of  inflrudion,  by  which 
they  fhould  teach  grammar,  logic,  and  rhetoric. 
I (hall  add  that  the  induflrious  fcholars  ought  to 
be  diflinguifhed,  and  the  indolent  flightly  dis- 
graced. 

The  befl  treatife  of  logic,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  mod  efficacious,  is,  as  I believe,  that 
of  M.  Wolf.  This  therefore  the  profeffor  ought 
to  be  obliged  to  teach ; efpecially  fince  the  work 
of  Batteux  is  not  tranflated  ; nor,  indeed,  is  it 
fuperior  to  the  former. 

With  refped  to  rhetoric,  Quintilian  ought 
only  to  be  taught.  Whoever  fhall  fludy  Quin- 
tilian, and  not  attain  eloquence,  will  never  be 
an  orator.  The  ftyle  of  his  work  is  clear,  and 

contains 
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contains  every  precept,  and  every  rule.  But  it 
will  be  neceflary  that  matters  fhould  carefully  ex- 
amine the  themes  of  pupils,  and  explain  the 
reafons  why  they  correct  the  miftake ; not  ne- 
glecting to  praife  the  pattages  in  which  they 
have  been  fuccefsful. 

Were  teachers  to  follow  the  method  I pro- 
pofe,  they  would  develope  hidden  merit,  and 
caufe  the  feed  to  fpring  up  which  nature  has 
fown  ; they  would  improve  the  judgment  of 
their  fcholars,  by  accuftoming  them  not  to  de- 
cide without  knowing  why,  and  to  draw  juft 
conclufions  from  their  principles.  Rhetoric 
would  render  the  mind  methodical ; would 
teach  them  to  arrange  their  ideas,  and  to  add 
and  conned  them  with  each  other,  by  tranfitions 
at  once  natural,  imperceptible,  and  happy.  They 
would  learn  to  proportion  the  ftyle  to  the  fub- 
je<ft ; to  ufe  figurative  language  in  proper  places, 
as  well  to  give  variety  as  to  fcatter  flowers  over 
pattages  that  are  capable  of  embellishment.  Nor 
would  they  employ  mixed  metaphors,  which 
would  but  prefent  confufion  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader.  Rhetoric  would  further  teach  them  to 
fcleCl  fuch  arguments  as  might  beft  be  adapted 
to  the  auditors  whom  they  mean  to  addrefs. 
They  would  learn  to  infinuate  themfelves  into 
the  heart ; to  pleafe,  to  move^  to  excite  indig- 
nation 


4-S  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

nation  or  compaflion,  and  to  perfuade,  and 
wreft  univerfal  applaufe  from  their  hearers. 
How  divine  is  that  art  which,  by  the  ufe  of 
fpeech  alone,  without  the  aid  of  ftrength  or 
violence,  can  captivate  all  minds,  reign  over  all 
hearts,  and  can  incite,  in  an  affembled  multi- 
tude, ail  the  pafiions  of  which  men  are  fufcep- 
tible ! 

Were  good  authors  translated  into  our  lan- 
guage, I fhould  recommend  reading  of  them* 
as  the  thing  mofl  neceffary,  mofl  important. 
Thus,  for  example,  nothing  better  could  form 
logicians  than  the  Commentary  of  Bayle  oi\ 
Comets,  and  on  — Compel  them  to  come  in*. 
Bayle,  according  to  my  feeble  judgment,  is  the 
firft  of  the  logicians  of  Europe  : he  not  only 
reafons  with  energy,  and  precilion,  but  is  pecu- 
liarly excellent  in  perceiving,  at  a glance,  the 
whole  which  a proportion  contains;  its  feeble 
and  its  flrong  fide;  how  it  may  be  maintained, 
and  how  thofe  who  attack  it  may  be  refuted. 
In  his  Dictionary  he  cenfures  Ovid  concerning 
the  formation  of  the  chaos;  and  has  there  written 
excellent  articles  on  the  Manicheans,  on  Epicu- 
rus, on  Zoroafler,  &c.  Thefe  all  merit  to  be 
read  and  fludied  ; and  the.  youth  who  fhould 

* That  is,  on  conftraint  m religious  opinions.  T. 

appropriate 
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appropriate  to  themfelves  the  reafoning  powers, 
and  the  ftrong  penetration,  of  this  great  man, 
would  obtain  an  ineftimable  advantage. 

You  will  eafily  divine  the  authors  I fliould  re- 
commend to  thofe  who  would  ftudy  eloquence. 
That  they  might  learn  to  facrifke  to  the  Graces, 

I fhoukl  wifli  them  to  read  the  great  poets;  Ho- 
mer, Virgil,  fome  feled  odes  of  Horace,  and 
fome  of  the  poems  of  Anacreon  : and,  that 
they  might  acquire  an  impaflioned  tafte  for  elo- 
quence, I fliould  put  Demofthenes  and  Cicero 
into  their  hands,  with  a wifli  that  they  fliould  be 
taught  what  are  the  different  merits  of  thefe 
great  orators.  To  the  firfl  nothing  can  be 
added;  from  the  fecond  nothing  can  be  re- 
trenched. Their  works  ought  to  be  followed 
by  the  beautiful  funeral  orations  of  Bofluet  and 
Flechier,  the  Demofthenes  and  Cicero  of  France; 
and  by  the  little  Careme  (Lent)  of  Maffdlon, 
which  abounds  in  traits  of  the  moft  fublime  elo- 
quence. 

That  they  might  learn  the  manner  in  which 
hiftory  ought  to  be  written,  I fliould  wifti  them 
to  read  Livy,  Sailuft,  and  Tacitus;  and  that 
dignity  of  ftyJe,  and  beauty  of  narrative,  fliould 
be  pointed  out  to  them : not  negle&ing  to  con- 
demn the  credulity  with  which  Livy,  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  gives  a lift  of  miracles,  each  more 
4 ridiculous 
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ridiculous  than  its  predeceftor.  Youth  might 
then  perufe  thcUniverfalHiftory  of  Bofiuet ; and 
the  Revolutions  of  the  Romans,  by  the  abbe  de 
Vertot;  to  which  might  be  added  the  Intro- 
dudion  to  the  Hiftory  of  Charles  V.  by  Ro- 
bertfon. 

Thefe  would  be  the  means  to  form  their  tafte, 
and  teach  them  how  to  write.  But,  if  the  pro- 
feflor  himfelf  be  in  want  of  knowledge,  he  would 
fatisfy  himfelf  with  telling  his  pupils — “ In  this 
(c  paflage  Demofthenes  employed  the  grand 
€t  oratorical  argument;  here,  and  in  the  greateft 
€t  part  of  the  difcourfe,  he  has  profited  by  the 
u enthymeme ; this  is  the  apoftrophe,  this  the pro- 
tc  fop  op  cei  a ; now  we  come  to  the  metaphor , and 
€C  now  to  the  hyperbole”  All  this  is  right.  But 
ought  not  the  mafter  to  explain  the  beauties 
of  the  author  with  more  perfpicuity?  Should 
he  pafs  over  his  defeds  (for  the  greateft  orators 
have  their  defeds)  he  will  not  have  performed 
his  duty.  I ftrongly  infift  on  thefe  things,  be- 
caufe  I require  that  youth  Ihould  leave  their  fe- 
minaries  with  clear  ideas;  and,  notfatisfied  with 
having  loaded  the  memory,  that  their  judgments 
(hould  be  induftrioufiy  formed,  that  they  may 
learn  to  difcriminate  between  the  good  and  the 
bad ; and,  when  they  fay  this  delights,  this  of- 
fends me,  that  they  may  be  able  to  give  good 
6 reafons 
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reafons  why  they  approve,  and  why  they  re- 
jetf. 

To  convince  yourfelf  of  the  little  tafle  which 
has  hitherto  predominated  in  Germany,  you  need 
but  repair  to  the  public  theatres.  There  you 
will  fee  the  abominable  productions  of  Shake- 
fpeare*,  mandated  into  our  language,  perform- 
ed; while  the  whole  audience  are  dying  with 
pleafure,  as  they  liften  to  ridiculous  farces,  wor- 
thy of  the  favages  of  America.  I call  them 
thus,  becaufe  they  offend  againft  all  the  rules  of 
the  theatre;  rules  not  in  themfelves  arbitrary; 
rules  that  you  will  find  in  the  Poetics  of  Ariftotle, 
in  which  the  unities  of  time,  place,  and  aCtion, 
are  prefcribed,  as  the  only  means  of  rendering 
tragedies  affeCting : whereas,  in  thefe  Englifh 
plays,  the  time  is  protraCted  to  the  duration  of 
years.  Where  is  probability?  Now  we  behold 
porters  and  grave-diggers,  who  appear  and 
hold  difcourfe  worthy  of  themfelves ; and  after- 
ward enter  princes  and  queens.  How  can  fo 
ftrange  a mixture  of  grandeur  and  meannefs, 
tragedy  and  farce,  affeCt  and  pleafe  ? Shakefpeare 
may  be  pardoned  fuch  caprice,  becaufe  the  birth 
of  the  arts  is  never  their  point  of  perfection. 

* Any  vindication  of  Shakefpeare  would  be  ridiculous ; 
let  his  abominable  productions  vindicate  themfelves.  T. 
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Eut  here  have  we  a Gcetz  von  Berlichingen  * who 
makes  his  appearance,  a deteftable  imitation  of 
thefe  bad  Englifh  productions ; and  the  pit  ap- 
plauds, and  enthufiaftically  demands  a repetition 
of  fuch  difgufting  dulnefs.  Tafte,  I know,  muft 
not  be  difputed.  Permit  me  however  to  obferve, 
that  thofe  who  are  as  much  pleafed  by  rope- 
dancers,  and  puppet-fhows,  as  by  the  tragedies 
of  Racine,  only  defire  to  kill  time  ; they  prefer 
that  which  fpeaks  to  their  eyes  to  that  which  ap- 
peals to  the  underftanding  ; and  delight  in  fhows 
more  than  in  the  paffions  of  the  heart.  Let  us 
return  to  our  fubjeCt. 

After  having  mentioned  the  lower  claffes,  it 
is  requifite  I fhould  aCt  with  equal  franknefs 
refpeCting  our  univerfities;  and  fhould  propofe 
fuch  improvements  as  appear  to  be  the  moft 
advantageous,  and  the  moft  ufeful,  to  all  who 
will  give  themfelves  the  trouble  maturely  to  re- 
flect. It  muft  not  be  imagined  that  the  method 
purfued  by  the  profefifors,  to  teach  the  fcienccs, 
is  a thing  of  indifference.  Should  they  be 
deficient  in  perfpicuity,  their  labour  will  be  loft. 
They  have  their  courfe  of  leCtures  ready  pre- 
pared, to  which  they  add  nothing.  No  one 

* A hiflorical  play  of  great  fame  in  Germany  ; written  by 
M.  Goethe,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Sorrows  of  Werter.  T\ 
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enquires  whether  thefe  leflures  be  well  or  ill 
written ; and  thus  we  fee  the  little  advantage 
which  is  derived  from  fuch  fludies.  Few  flu- 
dents  depart  from  hearing  them,  with  the  know- 
ledge they  ought  to  have  obtained.  My  opi- 
nion is  that  the  rule  which  each  profefibr  ought 
to  follow,  in  his  public  inflru&ions,  ought  to 
be  preferibed.  The  following  is  an  outline  of 
my  meaning.  We  will  throw  geometry  and 
theology  on  one  fide ; becaufe  nothing  can  be 
added  to  the  demonflration  of  the  firft,  and  be- 
caufe the  popular  opinions,  with  regard  to  the 
fecond,  will  not  admit  of  being  offended. 

I come  firfl  to  philofophy,  and  require  that 
the  courfe  fhould  begin  by  an  exadt  definition 
of  what  is  meant  by  philofophy  ; that  afterward 
the  mofl  diflant  ages  fhould  be  reverted  to,  and 
all  the  different  opinions  which  men  have  main- 
tained, according  to  the  order  of  time  in  which 
they,  flourifhed,  and  taught  their  doctrines, 
fhould  be  related.  Thus,  for  example,  it  will 
not  be  fufiicient  to  fay  that  the  fyftrim  of  the 
Stoics  taught,  among  other  things,  that  the  hu- 
man foul  was  a part  of  the  Deity.  However 
fublime  the  idea  may  be,  it  is  requifite  the  pro- 
feffor  fhould  remark  it  implies  a contradiction. 
Becaufe,  were  man  a part  of  the  Deity,  he  muft 
poflefs  infinite  knowledge,  and  this  he  does  not 

VOL.  XIII.  Ff  poffefs : 
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po fiefs : becaufe,  were  God  and  man  the  fame, 
it  would  prove  that  the  Englifh  god  is  now  at 
war  with  the  god  of  the  French  and  the  Spa- 
niards ; that  thefe  various  parts  of  the  Deity  are 
endeavouring  to  effed  reciprocal  deftrudion; 
and  that,  in  fine,  all  the  wickednefs,  all  the 
crimes,  committed  by  men  would  be  divine 
ads.  How  many  abfurdities  would  not  a doc- 
trine fo  horrible  admit  ? The  confequence  is,  it 
is  falfe. 

In  examining  the  fyftem  of  Epicurus,  the 
profefifor  ought  particularly  to  dwell  on  the  im- 
paflibility,  which  that  philofopher  attributed  to 
his  gods,  and  which  is  contrary  to  the  divine  na- 
ture. He  would  not  forget  to  infift  on  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  declination  of  atoms ; and  on  all 
which  is  repugnant  to  the  accuracy,  and  con- 
nexion, of  argument. 

He  would  no  doubt  mention  the  Acataleptic 
fed,  and  the  necefiity  in  which  men  often  are 
of  fufpending  their  judgment,  on  metaphyfical 
fubjeds;  in  which  analogy,  and  experience,  are 
unable  to  afford  the  clue  that  may  condud  us 
through  the  labyrinth. 

He  would  afterward  come  to  Galileo,  and 
would  give  a clear  abftrad  of  his  fyftem.  He 
would,  not  fail  to  dwell  on  the  abfurdity  of  the 
Roman  clergy,  who  infifted  that  the  earth  fhpuld 
n i not 
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not  turn  round;  who  took  infinite  offence  at  the 
Antipodes;  and  who,  however  infallible  they 
might  think  themfelves,  for  once  loft  their 
caufe,  at  the  judgment  feat  of  reafon. 

He  would  next  attend  to  Copernicus,  Tycho 
Brahe,  and  the  fyftem  of  the  vortices.  He  would 
demonftrate,  to  his  auditors,  the  impoffibility  of 
a plenum,  which  muft  oppofe  all  motion ; he 
would  demonftrate,  in  defpite  of  Defcartes,  that 
animals  are  not  machines. 

He  would  next  come  to  an  abridgment  of  the 
Newtonian  fyftem;  of  the  vacuum,  which  muft 
be  admitted,  without  allowing  it  to  be  affirmed 
that  it  is  a negation  of  exiftence;  or  that  vacuity 
is  a being  of  the  nature  of  which  we  cannot  ob- 
tain any  precife  idea.  This  would  not  prevent 
the  profeffor  from  informing  his  hearers  of  the 
perfect  agreement  that  exifts  between  this  fyftem, 
as  calculated  by  Newton,  and  the  phenomena  of 
nature;  and  that  thus  the  moderns  have  been 
obliged  to  admit  of  weight,  of  gravity,  and  of 
the  centripetal  and  centrifugal  powers,  as  of  oc- 
cult properties  in  nature,  which,  till  our  times, 
had  remained  undifcovered. 

It  would  then  be  the  turn  of  Leibnitz,  of  the 
fyftem  of  the  monades,  and  of  that  of  pre-efta- 
blifhed  harmony.  The  profeffor  would  no  doubt 
remark  that,  without  unity,  there  cannot  be 
F f 2 nupber ; 
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number;  therefore,  infecable,  indivifible  bodies 
muft  be  admitted,  for  the  formation  of  matter. 
He  will  further  obferve  that,  in  idea,  matter 
may  be  infinitely  divided  ; but  that,  in  pra&icc, 
the  primordial  bodies,  by  being  too  minute, 
efcape  our  fenfes;  and  that  indeftrudtable  pri- 
mordial parts  muft  inevitably  exift,  which  ferve 
as  the  principles  of  the  elements  : for  nothing 
can  fpring  out  of  nothing;  and  nothing  does  not 
annihilate  itfelf.  The  profeflor  would  reprefent 
the  fyftem  of  pre-eftablifhed  harmony  as  the 
romance  of  a man  of  genius;  and  would,  no 
doubt,  add  that  nature  takes  the  fhorteft  road 
to  obtain  her  purpofe.  He  would  remark  that 
beings  muft  not  be  multiplied,  without  neceflity. 

Spinofa  would  then  come  under  confideration, 
whom  he  would  refute  without  difficulty,  by  the 
ufe  of  the  fame  arguments  which  he  employed 
againft  the  Stoics.  And,  fhould  he  examine  this 
fyftem  on  the  fide  on  which  it  appears  to  deny 
the  exiftence  of  the  firft  Being,  nothing  would 
be  more  eafy  than  to  reduce  it  to  duft:  efpecially 
fhould  he  point  out  the  deftination  of  each  thing, 
and  the  end  for  which  it  was  formed.  All  things, 
even  to  the  vegetation  of  a blade  of  grafs,  prove 
a Deity;  and,  if  man  enjoy  a degree  of  intelli- 
gence, which  he  did  not  give  himfelf,  this  muft 
ftill  more  ftrongly  (hew  that  the  Being,  of  whom 

he 
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lie  holds  all  things,  has  a mind  infinitely  more 
profound,  and  more  immenfe,  than  the  mind 
beftowed  on  man. 

Our  profeffor  will  not  leave  Mallebranche  en- 
tirely unnoticed.  While  developing  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  learned  father  of  the  oratory,  he 
will  fhew  that  the  confequences,  which  naturally 
refult  from  them,  would  bring  us  back  to  the 
dodtrine  of  the  Stoics,  and  to  the  univerfal  foul, 
of  which  all  animated  beings  are  but  parts.  If 
we  fee  all  things  in  God,  if  our  fenfatiorus,  our 
thoughts,  our  wilhes,  our  will,  emanate  imme- 
diately from  the  intellectual  operations  of  our  or- 
gans, we  muft  become  no  more  than  machines, 
put  in  motion  by  the  hand  of  the  Deity.  God 
alone  would  remain,  and  man  would  difappear. 

I flatter  myfelf  that,  if  our  good  prqfefTor  pof- 
feffed  common  fenfe,  he  would  not  forget  the 
fage  Locke;  the  only  one  of  the  metaphyficians 
who  has  facrificed  imagination  at  the  fhrine  of 
reafon;  who  followed  experience  as  far  as  ex- 
perience could  lead  ; and  who  prudently  flopped 
when  forfaken  by  this  guide. 

If  ethics  be  the  qucftion,  the  profeffor  would 
briefly  difcourfe  on  Socrates;  would  do  juftice 
to  Marcus  Aurelius;  and  would  more  amply 
difcufs  the  Offices  of  Cicero,  the  bed  work  on 
morality  that  ever  has  been  or  ever  will  be 
written. 

Ff  3 
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To  phyficians  I fhall  only  fay  two  words. 
Their  great  care  ought  to  be,  to  accuftom  their 
pupils  attentively  to  examine  the  fymptoms  of 
difeafes,  that  their  fpecies  may  be  perfe&ly  un- 
derftood.  Symptoms  are  various  : a rapid  yet 
feeble  pulfe;  a pulfe  ftrong,  and  violent ; ail 
intermitting  pulfe;  a dry  tongue;  the  look  of 
the  eyes ; the  nature  of  the  perforation ; the  fe- 
cretions;  that  is,  the  urine  and  the  feces;  from 
all  which  inductions  might  be  drawn,  on  which 
to  form  a vague  eftimate,  of  the  kind  of  maraf- 
mus  which  occafions  the  malady.  Guided  by 
this  knowledge  he  muft  feleCt  proper  remedies. 
The  profeffor  muft  carefully  make  his  fcho- 
lars  obferve  the  prodigious  difference  there  is 
between  temperaments,  and  the  attention  which 
this  difference  requires ; he  muft  teach  them  to 
purfue  the  fame  difeafe  through  various  confti- 
tutions,  and  muft  principally  infift  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  obferving  how  properly  proportioned  the 
fame  medicine  ought  to  be,  to  the  competency 
of  the  temperament  of  the  patient.  I dare  not, 
neverthelefs,  preiume  that,  with  all  thefe  inftruc- 
tions,  the  young  fons  of  Efculapius  will  work 
miracles  : the  only  advantage  to  the  public  will 
be  that,  there  will  not  be  fo  many  citizens  killed, 
by  the  ignorance,  or  by  the  indolence,  of  phyfe 
dans. 


For 
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For  brevity’s  fake,  I (hall  omit  botany,  chy- 
miftry,  and  philofophic  experiments,  that  I 
may  encounter  the  formidable  profeffor  of  law, 
who  contemplates  me  with  a rigorous  brow.  I 
fhall  addrefs  him  thus  : “ This,  fir,  is  no  Ion- 
(c  ger  the  age  of  words ; we  now  are  come  to 
€€  things.  Let  me  requefl,  for  the  public  be- 
“ nefit,  that  you  would  deign  to  infufe  a little 
“ lefs  pedantry,  and  a little  more  good  fenfe, 
“ through  the  profound  leffons  which  you  ima- 
“ gine  you  inculcate.  It  were  loft]  time,  fir, 
€c  to  teach  a code  of  nations,  which  would  not 
“ be  the  code  of  individuals  j which  the  pow- 
<c  erful  would  not  refpedt,  and  from  which  the 

weak  could  derive  no  afiiftance.  You  en- 
“ do&rine  your  fcholars  in  the  laws  of  Minos, 
u of  Solon,  of  Lycurgus,  of  the  twelve  tables  of 
ie  Rome,  and  the  Juftinian  code ; yet  you  fay 
“ not  a word,  or  very  few  words,  concerning  the 
ie  laws,  and  cuftoms,  peculiar  to  our  provinces. 
“ To  appeafe  you,  we  prcmife  you  to  believe 
“ that  your  brain  is  compofed  of  the  quintef- 
“ fence  of  thofe  of  Cujas  and  Bartholo,  mixed 
“ up  together ; but  deign  to  confider  that  no- 
**  thing  is  more  precious  than  time ; and  time 
“ which  is  loft,  in  ufelefs  phrafeology,  is  a 
“ wafte ; for  which,  were  any  one  accufed  be- 
“ fore  your  tribunal,  you  would  adjudge  the  pu- 
F f 4 “ nilhmen^ 
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<e  rudiment  of  fequeflration.  Permit  me  there- 
66  fore,  fir,  all  erudite  though  you  be,  and 
“ ignorant  as  I am,  I fay,  encourage  my 
“ timidity  fo  far  as  to  fuffer  me  to  propofe 
“ a fpecies  of  legal  lectures,  fuch  as  might 
“ form  an  inflru&ive  courfe. 

iC  You  would  begin,  fir,  by  proving  the  ne- 
cc  ceffity  of  laws,  and  fhew  that  no  fociety  can 
“ exift  without  their  aid.  You  would  point 
cc  out  the  difference  between  civil  and  criminal 
6 c laws,  and  fuch  as  are  only  laws  of  conven- 
cc  tion.  The  firft  are  ufeful  for  the  fecurity  of 
“ property,  whether  of  inheritance,  of  portion, 
of  dowry,  of  contract,  of  purchafe,  or  of  fale  ; 
66  they  explain  the  principles  which  ferve  as 
“ rules  to  decide  limits,  as  well  as  to  render 
“ the  rights  in  litigation  explicit.  The  intent 
“ of  criminal  laws  is  rather  to  prevent  than 
“ punifh  crimes ; the  pains  infli&ed  ought  to 
“ be  proportionate  to  the  guilt,  and  the  mod 
“ gentle  fliould  on  every  occafion  be  preferred 
“ to  the  excefs  of  rigor.  Laws  of  convention 
are  thofe  which  government  eftablifh,  to  fa- 
66  vour  commerce  and  labour.  The  two  fil'd 
“ fpecies  of  laws  are  of  a liable  nature;  the 
“ laft  i-s  fubjedt  to  changes,  as  well  from  in- 
“ ternal  as  external  caufes,  which  may  oocafion 
“ fome  to  be  abrogated,  and  others  enabled. 

“ This 
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“ This  preamble,  good  Mr.  Profeffor,  being 
£C  delivered  with  all  neceffary  perfpicuity,  with- 
t£  out  confulting  either  Grotius  or  PuffendorfF, 
££  you  will  afterward  have  the  goodnefs  to  ana- 
££  lyze  the  laws  of  the  country  where  you  refide. 
66  You  will  be  particularly  careful  not  to  infpire 
cc  your  pupils  with  the  fpirit  of  litigation.  In- 
££  flead  of  teaching  them  to  embroil,  you  will 
“ teach  them  to  unravel;  and  you  will  take 
££  all  poffible  care  to  infufe  a fpirit  of  juftice, 
£C  convi&ion,  and  precifion  into  your  lelTons. 
^ To  form  your  difciples  to  this  method,  from 
£C  their  youth,  you  will  take  due  care  to  infpire 
£C  them  with  a contempt  for  a litigious  propen- 
fi ty,  which  fophifticates  all  that  comes  before 
££  it,  and  which  feems  to  be  an  inexhauftible 
*£  receptacle  of  fubtilties,  and  chicanery.” 

I now  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  profeffor  of  hif- 
tory,  and  propofe  the  learned  and  celebrated 
Thomafius  to  him  as  a model,  whofe  excel- 
lence fhould  he  approach,  he  will  gain  a great 
degree  of  reputation  ; and  (hould  he  equal  this 
great  man,  fame  will  be  his  reward.  He  will 
begin  his  courfe  of  lectures,  according  to  the 
order  of  time,  with  ancient  hiffory  ; with  mo- 
dern he  will  conclude.  He  will  omit  no  peo- 
ple, in  this  fucceffion  of  ages ; he  will  neither 
forget  the  Chinefe,  the  Ruffians,  Poland,  nor 

the 
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the  North  ; as  M.  BofTuet  has  happened  to  do, 
whofe  work  in  other  refpe&s  is  highly  eflima- 
ble.  Our  profeflor  will  pay  peculiar  attention 
to  the  hiflory  of  Germany ; as  being,  to  Ger- 
mans, that  which  is  mod;  interefting.  He  will 
however  beware  of  entering  into  enquiries  too 
minute,  and  of  diflurbing  oblivion  concerning 
origin,  of  which  we  want  proofs,  and  which  to 
us  is  an  enquiry  of  little  utility.  He  will  glide 
over,  without  refling  too  long,  on  the  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  centuries : on  the 
thirteenth  he  will  become  more  diffufe;  for 
hiflory  then  became  more  interefling. 

In  proportion  as  he  advances,  he  will  enter 
mo;e  circumflantially  into  his  fubjedl,  becaufe 
fads  will  become  more  conneded  with  the  his- 
tory of  our  own  times.  He  will  particularly 
dwell  on  events  which  have  been  attended  with 
confiderable  effeds,  rather  than  on  thofe  which, 
if  I may  venture  fo  to  exprefs  myfelf,  expired 
without  defendants.  The  profedfor  will  re- 
mark the  origin  of  claims,  cuftoms,  and  laws ; 
and  will  fliew  on  what  occafions  they  were  efta- 
blifhed,  in  the  Empire.  It  will  be  requifite 
for  him  to  notice  the  epocha  when  the  imperial 
cities  became  free,  and  what  their  privileges 
were  ; as  well  as  how  the  Hanfe,  or  the  league 
of  the  Hanfiatic  cities,  was  formed  ; how  the 

bifhoprics 
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bifooprics  and  abbeys  became  principalities ; 
and  will  explain,  as  far  as  he  is  able,  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  eledors  acquired  the  right  of 
eleding  the  emperors.  Nor  will  the  different 
forms  under  which  juftice  has  been  adminiftered, 
in  this  fucceflion  of  ages,  be  omitted. 

But  the  profeffor  will  exert  his  utmoft  dif- 
cernment,  and  knowledge,  on  events  that  have 
happened  fince  Charles  V. ; an  epocha  when 
every  thing  became  interefting,  and  memorable. 
He  will  attentively  unravel,  to  the  beft  of  his 
abilities,  what  were  the  caufes  of  great  events. 
Without  refped  to  perfons,  he  will  praife  the 
noble  adions  which  have  rendered  men  illuf- 
trious,  and  will  blame  the  faults- of  thofe  by 
whom  faults  have  been  committed.  This  was 
the  age  in  which  the  religious  troubles  began  ; 
and  the  profeffor  will  treat  that  part  of  his  fub- 
jed  like  a philofopher  ; troubles  that  gave  rife 
to  the  fucceeding  wars.  Interefls  fo  great  will 
be  treated  with  the  dignity  they  deferve. 

At  this  period  we  perceive  Sweden  taking 
part  againft  the  emperor,  and  the  profeffor  will 
explain  what  induced  Guflavus  Adolphus  to 
tranfport  himfelf  into  Germany;  and  what  were 
the  reafons  of  France,  for  declaring  in  behalf 
of  Sweden,  and  the  proteflant  caufe.  But  the 
profeffor  will  not  repeat  the  old  mifiakes,  which 

have 
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have  been  propagated  by  credulous  hiftorians ; 
lie  will  not  affirm  Guftavus  Adolphus  was  killed 
fey  a German  prince,  who  ferved  in  his  army ; 
becaufe  the  thing  is  neither  true,  proved,  nor 
probable. 

The  peace  of  Weftphalia  will  require  a more 
circumftantial  detail,  becaufe  that  peace  became 
the  bafis  of  the  freedom  of  Germany,  a law 
which  confined  imperial  ambition  within  its  juft 
limits,  and  on  which  our  prefent  conftitution  is 
founded. 

The  profeffor  will  afterward  relate  what  hap- 
pened under  the  reigns  of  the  emperors  Leo- 
pold, jofeph  I.  and  Charles  VI.  A field  fo 
vaft  will  furnifh  fufficient  exercife  for  his  eru- 
dition, and  his  genius ; particularly  fhould  he 
negled  nothing  elfential. 

He  will  not  forget,  after  having  narrated  all 
the  memorable  fads  of  each  age,  to  render  an 
account  of  the  received  opinions  of  the  men 
who  moft  diftinguifhed  themfelves,  by  their 
talents,  their  difcoveries,  and  their  works ; and 
will  be  careful  not  to  omit  mentioning  foreign- 
ers, who  were  the  cotemporaries  of  the  Ger- 
mans, on  whom  he  may  difcourfe. 

I imagine  that,  after  having  thus  examined 
the  hiftory  of  fucceffive  nations,  it  would  be 
rendering  fervice  to  the  ftudcnts  were  the  r^iate- 

rials 
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rials  all  to  be  colle&ed,  and  laid  before  them, 
in  one  general  view.  In  a work  like  this,  chro- 
nological order  would  be  neceffary ; that  no 
confufion  of  times  might  refult,  and  that  they 
might  be  taught  to  place  each  important  fade  in 
its  proper  order ; cotemporary  by  the  fide  of 
cotemporary.  And,  that  the  memory  might 
be  the  lefs  loaded  with  dates,  it  would  be  good 
to  fix  the  attention  of  thofe  epochas  when  the 
moft  important  revolutions  happened  : they  are 
fo  many  refting  places  for  the  'memory  : pic- 
tures which  it  eafily  retains,  and  which  prevent 
a hiftorical  chaos  fo  immenfe  from  being  jum- 
bled, in  confufion,  in  the  minds  of  youth* 

A courfe  of  hiftory,  fuch  as  I propofe,  ought, 
to  be  well  digefled,  profoundly  reflected  on, 
and  exempt  from  all  minutia.  It  would  neither 
be  the  Theatrum  Europium,  nor  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Germans,  by  M.  de  Bunau,  which  the  pro- 
feffor  ought  to  confuit : I fhould  rather  with 
him  to  read  the  papers  of  Thomafius,  if  any  of 
them  be  ftill  to  be  found.  What  fpedtacle 
could  be  more  interefting,  what  more  inftruc- 
tive,  what  more  needfary,  to  a young  man, 
entering  into  life,  than  to  take  a retrofped: 
of  the  fucceffive  viciftitudes,  which  have  fo 
changed  the  face  of  earth  ? Where  will  he  better 
learn  to  eftimate  the  nullity  of  human  aflions 

than 


446  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

than  by  walking  amid  the  ruins  of  kingdoms, 
and  empires,  the  moft  vaft ; or  than  by  a mafs 
of  crimes  like  thofe  which  muff  pafs  in  per- 
fpedive  before  him  ? How  great  will  be  his 
pleafure,  occahonaily  to  difcover  thofe  virtuous 
and  divine  minds,  which  feem  to  petition,  to 
claim  a pardon,  for  the  perverfity  of  the  human 
race  ! Thefe  are  models  which  he  ought  to  imi- 
tate. He  has  feen  a multitude  of  fortunate 
men,  furrounded  by  parafites ; death  ftrikes  the 
Idol,  Adulation  flies.  Truth  appears,  and  the 
cries  of  the  public,  againft  the  abominable 
crimes  committed,  inftantly  drown  the  voice  of 
the  flatterer. 

I pleafe  myfelf  with  imagining  the  profeffor 
will  have  good  fenfe  enough  to  point  out,  to  his 
difciples,  the  limits  which  diftinguifh  a noble 
emulation  from  thofe  of  unbounded  ambition ; 
and  that  he  will  lead  them  to  refled:  on  the  va- 
rious paflions,  which  have  brought  monarchies 
the  moft  vaft  to  deftrudion.  He  will  prove,  by 
a hundred  examples,  that  good  morality  has 
ever  been  the  true  guardian  of  empires ; and 
that  they  have  owed  their  corruption  to  the  in- 
trodudion  of  luxury,  and  the  extravagant  love 
of  riches,  which  have  at  all  times  been  the  har- 
bingers of  their  fall. 

Should  the  profeflor  follow  the  plan  I pro- 

pofe. 
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pole,  he  will  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  burthening 
the  memory  of  his  fcholars  with  mere  fads,  but 
will  labour  to  form  their  judgment,  to  corred 
their  manner  of  thinking,  and  efpecially  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  a love  of  virtue ; which,  if  I 
mihake  not,  would  be  preferable  to  all  the  un- 
digefled  learning,  with  which  the  minds  of 
young  people  are  loaded. 

The  general  refult  of  all  which  I have  faid, 
is  that  zealous  and  eager  application  ought  to 
be  paid,  to  the  tranflation  of  all  the  clafiic  au- 
thors, in  ancient  and  modern  languages,  into 
our  own  tongue ; by  which  we  fhould  procure 
the  double  advantage,  of  forming  our  idiom  and 
of  rendering  knowledge  more  univerfal,  by 
naturalizing  all  thefe  good  authors.  They 
would  enrich  us  with  new  ideas,  with  the  beau- 
ties of  their  didion,  their  elegance,  and  their 
graces.  How  great  would  be  the  knowledge 
which  the  public  would  acquire  ! Of  twenty-fix 
millions  of  inhabitants,  which  are  ehimated  to 
be  the  population  of  Germany,  I do  not  believe 
that  a hundred  thoufand  among  them  well  un- 
derhand the  Latin  language ; efpecially  were 
the  race  of  priefts  and  monks  to  be  lubtraded; 
who  fcarcely  underhand  Latin  enough  to  be 
able  indifferently  to  explain  the  rules  of  fyntax. 
Thus  are  there  a hundred  and  twenty- five  mil- 
lions 
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lions  nine  hundred  thoufand  fouls  deprived  of 
knowledge,  becaufe  they  cannot  acquire  it,  in 
the  vulgar  tongue.  What  alteration  more  ad- 
vantageous could  happen  to  us,  than  that  of 
rendering  the  knowledge  of  the  ancients  more 
general,  more  expanfive  ? The  country  gentle- 
man would  make  fuch  a feledion,  for  his  read- 
ing, as  would  be  convenient  to  him  ; and,  while 
amufing  himfelf,  would  gain  inftrudion;  the 
heavy  citizen  would  become  lefs  boorifh ; the 
idle  would  find  a fource  of  employment  for 
time,  by  which  they  are  wearied ; a tafte  for 
the  belles  lettres  would  become  general,  and 
would  extend  amenity,  gentlenefs,  and  the  graces 
through  fociety  ; while  it  would  afford  inex- 
hauftible  materials  for  converfation.  From  this 
collifion  of  wits  a nicety  of  ta5l,  of  difeernment, 
would  refult,  and  of  that  good  tafte  which  is  fo 
prompt  to  feize  the  beautiful,  rejed  mediocrity, 
and  contemn  what  is  contemptible.  The  pub- 
lic, thus  become  enlightened,  would  oblige  new 
authors  to  be  more  afliduous,  more  careful, 
over  their  works  ; and  not  to  publifh  them,  till 
they  fliould  firft  have  been  well  correded,  and 
poli  Hied. 

The  progrefs  which  I intimate,  is  not  the 
child  of  my  imagination  ; it  is  that  of  all  po- 
liftied  people ; nor  is  there  any  other.  The 

more 
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fnore  a love  of  letters  fhould  prevail,  the  greater 
didincdions  might  thofe  who  cultivate  them 
with  the  mod  fuperiority  expedt ; and  the  ex- 
ample of  fuch  would  animate  others.  Germany 
produces  men  laborious  in  refearch,  men  of 
genius,  philofophers,  and  whatever  can  be  de- 
ft red  : a Prometheus  only  is  wanting,  who 
fhould  deal  the  celedial  dre,  by  which  it  were 
to  be  wifbed  they  were  animated. 

The  foil  which  has  produced  the  famous 
Des  Vignes,  chancellor  of  the  unfortunate  em- 
peror Frederic  II ; the  country  in  which  thofe 
\vere  born  who  wrote  the  letters  of  obfcure  men, 
greatly  fuperior  to  tlieir  age,  thofe  which  are  the 
models  of  Rabelais ; the  foil  which  produced 
the  famous  Erafmus,  whofe  Eulogium  on  Folly 
abounds  in  wit,  and  which  would  dill  more 
abound,  were  fome  dull  monkifli  jokes  re- 
trenched, which  partake  of  the  bad  tade  of  the 
times ; the  country  which  gave  birth  to  Me- 
lanchthon,  as  fage  as  he  was  erudite-— I fay,  the 
foil  which  has  produced  thefe  great  men  is 
not  exhaud’ed,  but  will  give  birth  to  many 
others. 

Flow  many  piker  great  men  indeed  might  I 
not  add  ? I boldly  enumerate,  among  the  Ger- 
mans, Copernicus,  who  rectified  the  planetary 
fydem,  by  his  calculations,  and  proved  what 
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Ptolemy  * ventured  to  advance,  fome  thoufands 
of  years  before.  And  to  him  I may  add  a 
monk,  who,  in  another  part  of  Germany,  dip- 
covered,  by  chemical  operations,  the  aftonifhing 
effects  of  gunpowder  : while  a third  invented 
the  art  of  printing,  that  happy  art  which  perpe- 
tuates good  books,  and  enables  the  world  to 
acquire  knowledge  at  little  expence.  Not  to 
omit  Otto  Geric,  an  inventive  genius,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  air-pump  ; and  cer- 
tainly not  to  forget  the  celebrated  Leibnitz, 
with  whofe  name  Europe  has  refounded,  and 
who,  though  his  imagination  led  him  into  fome 
vifionary  fyftems,  muft  be  allowed,  even  when 
wandering  in  uncertainty,  to  wander  like  a 
man  of  fublime  genius.  I might  fwell  the  lift 
with  the  names  of  Thomafius,  Bilfinger,  Haller, 
and  many  others ; but  the  prefent  times  impofe 
filence.  The  praifes  of  fome  would  humble 
the  vanity  of  others. 

I forefee  it  will  perhaps  be  obje&ed  to  me 
that,  during  the  wars  of  Italy,  Picus  Miran- 
dula  was  feen  to  flourilh.  This  I allow,  but 
he  was  only  a man  of  learning.  It  will  be 
added  that,  while  Cromwell,  fubverted  the  laws 
of  his  country,  and  caufed  his  king  to  be  be- 

* This  I have  no  doubt  is  an  error  of  the  prefs  ; the  king 
certainly  wrote  Pythagoras.  T. 

headed 
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beaded  on  a fcaffold,  Toland  * publifhed  his 
Leviathan ; and  that,  foon  after,  Milton  fuffered 
his  Paradife  Loft  to  fee  the  light ; that,  during 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  chancellor  Bacon 
had  already  enlightened  Europe,  and  had  be- 
come the  oracle  of  philofophy,  by  indicating  dif- 
coveries  then  to  be  made,  and  the  path  that  was 
to  be  followed  for  the  attainment  of  this  end ; 
that  during  the  wars  of  Louis  XIV.  good  au- 
thors of  every  kind  incr.eafed  the  fame  of  France. 
And  why,  it  will  be  alked,  did  the  wars  of  Ger- 
many prove  more  fatal  to  literature  than  the 
wars  of  our  neighbours  ? This  queftion  I can 
ealily  anfwer.  Letters  in  Italy  did  not  really 
ftourifh,  except  under  the  protection  of  Laurent 
de  Medicis,  of  pope  Leo  X.  and  of  the  houfe 
of  Efte.  There  were,  in  thefe  times,  fome  oc- 
cafional  wars ; but  none  that  were  deftruCtive  : 
and  Italy,  emulous  of  the  glory  which  would  re- 
fult  to  her  from  the  revival  of  the  fine  arts, 
encouraged  their  revival,  as  far  as  her  powers 
would  permit.  • 

The  unrelenting  politics  of  the  fanaticifm  of 
Cromwell,  in  England,  attacked  only  the  throne : 
cruel  toward  his  king,  he  governed  the  nation 

'*  The  king  was  little  acquainted  with  Engliili  authors, 

except  through  the  medium  of  French  writers. Read 

Hobbs.  T. 
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wifely.  Thus  the  commerce  of  that  ifland  was 
never  more  ilourifhing,  than  under  his  prote&or- 
fhip.  The  Behemoth  could  not  be  regarded  as 
any  thing  more  than  the  libel  of  a fa&ion.  The 
Paradife  Loft,  no  doubt,  was  of  greater  worth. 
Milton  was  a man  of  ftrong  imagination,  who 
had  conceived  the  fubjed  of  his  poem  from  one 
of  the  religious  farces  which,  in  his  time,  con- 
tinued to  be  aded  in  Italy.  And  it  ought  to  be 
particularly  remarked  that  England  was  then 
opulent,  and  at  peace.  Chancellor  Bacon,  who 
became  illuftrious  under  Elizabeth,  lived  in  a 
polifhed  court ; he  had  the  penetrating  eyes  of 
Jove’s  eagle,  to  fcrutinize  the  fciences;  and  the 
wifdom  of  Minerva,  to  reduce  them  to  order. 
The  genius  of  Bacon  refembled  thofe  pheno- 
mena, thofe  men  of  genius,  that  only  appear  at 
great  diftances  from  each  other ; and  who  do  as 
much  honour  to  the  age  in  which  they  live, 
as  to  the  human  mind. 

The  adminiftration  of  cardinal  de  Richelieu 
had,  in  France,  been  preparatory  to  the  fine  age 
of  Louis  XIV.  Knowledge  began  to  be  ex- 
panded. The  war  of  the  Fronde  was  but  the 
fport  of  boys.  Louis  XIV.,  covetous  of  every 
kind  of  fame,  was  defirous  that  his  nation  fiiould 
be  the  firft  in  literature  and  good  tafte,  as  well 
as  in  power,  in  conqueft,  in  commerce,  and  ii\ 

policy. 
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policy.  He  carried  his  vidorious  arms  into  fo- 
reign lands.  France  prided  herfelf  in  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  her  monarch,  without  feeling  the  ravages 
of  war.  It  was  therefore  natural  that  the  mufes, 
who  delight  in  repofe  and  abundance*  fhould 
take  up  their  abode  in  his  kingdom. 

But  you  ought,  fir,  particularly  to  remark 
that,  in  Italy,  England  and  France,  the  firft 
men  of  letters,  and  their  fucceffors,  wrote  in  their 
own  language.  The  public  eagerly  read  their 
works,  and  knowledge  was  generally  fpread 
through  the  whole  nation.  With  us  it  was  very 
different ; our  religious  wars  fupplied  us  with 
fome  difputants,  who,  obfcurely  difcuffing  unin- 
telligible fubjeds,  fupported  and  oppofed  the 
very  fame  arguments,  and  intermingled  fophifm 
and  abufe. 

Our  firft  men  of  learning  were,  as  in  other 
countries,  men  who  ftored  their  memories  with 
fad  after  fad,  and  were  pedants  without  tafte ; 
fuch  as  Lipfius,  Freinfhemius,  Gronovius,  and 
Grsevius ; the  dull  reftorers  of  fome  few  obfcure 
phrafes,  which  they  difcovered  in  ancient  manu- 
fcripts.  Their  labours,  to  a certain  point,  might 
be  ufeful ; but  men  ought  not  to  apply  them- 
felves  wholly  to  minute  trifles,  which  certainly 
are  of  little  importance. 

The  thipg  moft  to  be  lamented  was  that  the 
G g 3 pedantiQ 
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pedantic  vanity  of  thefe  gentlemen  afpired  to 
the  applaufe  of  all  Europe.  In  part  to  make  a 
parade  of  their  excellent  Latin,  and  in  part  to 
be  admired  by  foreign  pedants,  they  wrote  only 
in  that  language ; fo  that  their  works  were  loft  al- 
moft  to  the  whole  of  Germany.  Two  inconve- 
niences refulted  from  this;  firft,  the  German  lan- 
guage, not  being  cultivated,  remained  loaded 
with  its  ancient  ruft ; and,  again,  the  majority 
ef  the  nation,  not  underftanding  Latin,  could 
not  gain  inftrudion,  becaufe  they  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  dead  languages,  but  continued 
to  grovel  in  the  loweft  ignorance. 

Thefe  are  truths,  to  which  no  anfwer  can  be 
given.  Let  the  literati  occafionally  remember 
that  the  fciences  are  the  food  of  the  mind ; tjie 
memory,  receiving  them,  may  be  compared  to 
the  ftomach  : but  a vitiated  habit  is  the  confe- 
quence,  if  the  digeftive  faculty  of  judgment  be 
not  employed.  If  knowledge  be  wealth,  it  is 
wealth  that  ought  not  to  be  buried,  but  profited 
by,  and  generally  difperfed,  among  the  mafs  of 
citizens,  in  a known  tongue. 

Men  of  letters  have  but  lately  been  daring 
enough  to  write  in  their  native  language,  and 
not  to  blufh  at  being  Germans.  You  know  it 
is  not  long  fince  the  hrft  didionary  of  the  Ger- 
man language  was  publifhed.  I am  afhamed  to 
v remem 
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remeniberthat  a work  fo  ufeful  is  not  a hundred 
years  older  than  I myfelf  am.  However,  we 
begin  to  perceive  that  a change  is  effe&ing  in 
the  minds  of  men  ; national  fame  begins  to  be 
heard  ; we  are  ambitious  of  being  the  equals  of 
our  neighbours,  and  are  defirous  to  form  roads, 
for  ourfelves,  to  the  Parnaffian  mount,  and  the 
temple  of  fame.  People  of  nice  difcernment 
have  already  begun  to  remark  this  effedt.  Let 
claflical  works,  ancient  and  modern,  be  tranf- 
lated  into  the  German  language.  If  we  wifh 
money  fhould  circulate  at  home,  let  us  distri- 
bute it  among  the  public  : let  us  render  the 
wealth  of  the  fciences  common,  wealth  that  was 
formerly  fo  rare. 

To  omit  nothing  which  has  retarded  our  pro- 
grefs,  I Shall  notice  how  little  the  German  is 
Spoken  in  moft  of  the  courts  of  our  princes. 
Under  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Jofeph  I.  Ita- 
lian was  the  language  of  the  court ; Spanifh  pre- 
vailed under  Charles  VI. ; and,  during  the  go- 
vernment of  Francis  I.  who  was  a native  of  Lor- 
raine, French  was  fpoken  more  familiarly,  at  his 
court,  than  German.  It  was  the  lame  in  the 
electoral  courts.  And  what  could  be  the  reafon  > 
I repeat,  fir,  becaufe  the  Spanifh,  Italian,  and 
French,  were  languages  formed,  and  fixed;  ours 
was  not. 
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But  let  us  con  foie  ourfelves ; the  fame  thing 
happened  in  France,  under  Francis  I.  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry*  HI.  Spanifh  and  Italian  were 
more  frequently  fpoken,  in  good  company,  than 
French  ; the  national  language  was  not  in  fafhion 
till  it  became  po}ifned,  perfpicacious,  and  ele- 
gant ; nor  till  an  infinity  of  ciafhcal  works  had 
embellifhed  it  by  their  pidturefque  expreflions, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fixed  its  grammatical 
progrefs.  Under  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  the 
French  became  common  over  all  Europe  : this 
parti)  originated  in  the  love  borne  to  the  authors 
who  then  flourifhed;  and  partly  in  the  excellent 
tranflations  from  the  ancients  which  then  were 
made.  That  language  is  now  become  the  paff- 
port,  which  introduces  the  traveller  into  all 
homes,  and  all  cities.  From  Lifbon  to  Peterf- 
burg,  from  Stockholm  to  Naples,  if  you  can  but 
fpeak  French,  you  will  every  where  be  under- 
flood . By  the  acquirement  of  this  tongue,  only, 
a number  of  other  languages  may  be  negledted, 
which  it  would  elfe  be  necelfary  to  know ; and 
our  memory  mufl  then  be  burthened  with  words, 
inflead  of  being  abundant  in  things  ; which  lat- 
ter is  much  the  mofl  preferable. 

Such,  fir,  are  the  different  fhackles  which 
have  prevented  us  from  proceeding  with  rapi- 
dity equal  to  our  neighbours.  But  it  has  always 
x happened 
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happened  that  thofe  who  come  laft  have  in 
fome  manner  furpafted  their  predeceflors ; and 
this  may  more  quickly  be  the  cafe  with  us  than 
is  imagined,  fhould  fovereigns  acquire  a tafte 
for  literature,  and  fhould  they  encourage  thofe 
who  apply  themfelves  to  it,  by  praifing-and  re- 
warding the  authors  who  have  been  mod  fucceff- 
ful.  Give  us  but  princes  like  the  Medicis,  and 
we  fhall  fee  genius  bloom.  An  Auguftus  will 
produce  a Virgil.  We  fhall  have  our  claffic  au- 
thors ; each  man,  to  profit  by  them,  will  wifh 
to  read.  Our  neighbours  will  ftudy  the  Ger- 
man, and  it  will  be  fpoken  with  delight  in  the 
courts  of  princes.  Qur  language,  polifhed  and 
improved,  may  happen,  in  favour  of  our  good 
writers,  to  extend  over  all  Europe, 

Thefe  fummer  days  of  our  literature  are  not 
yet  come ; but  they  approach  ; I foretel  they 
will  appear.  I fhall  not  fee  them  ; of  the  hope 
of  this  I am  deprived  by  age.  1 refemble  Mofes ; 
I have  a fight  of  the  promifed  land,  but  into  it 
muft  not  enter.  Forgive  me  the  domparifon. 
I leave  Mofes  to  be  what  he  is,  and  do  not  de- 
lire to  be  brought  in  parallel  with  him.  And, 
with  refpetft  to  our  literary  fummer,  for  this  we 
muft  wait : it  will,  at  lead,  be  of  more  worth 
than  the  naked  and  arid  rocks  of  the  fterile 
Idumea. 
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§>u  eft  ion. 

Wh  A T is  virtue  ? 


A happy  propenfity  of  mind,  which  inclines 
us  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  fociety,  to  our  own  ad- 
vantage. 

Queftion, 

In  what  dd  the  duties  of  fociety  confifl? 

Anjwer . 

In  fubmifiion;  in  the  gratitude  we  owe  our 
fathers,  for  the  attentions  they  have  paid  to  our 
education  ; in  aflifling  them  with  all  our  power; 
in  rendering  their  old  age,  by  our  tender  af- 
fection, fervices  fimilar  to  thofe  which  they  ren- 
dered us  during  our  feeble  infancy. 

Toward  our  brothers,  nature,  and  the  ties  of 
blood,  remind  us  of  the  good  faith  and  attach- 
ment we  owe ; as  being  derived  from  the  fame 
origin,  and  united  to  them  by  the  moil  indif- 
foluble  connections  of  humanity. 


In 
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I11  the  chara&er  of  father,  we  are  obliged  tc> 
nurture  our  children  with  all  poffible  care ; par- 
ticularly to  watch  over  their  education,  and  their 
morals ; becaufe  virtue  and  wifdom  are  a thou- 
fand  times  more  precious  than  all  the  accumu- 
lated treafures  which  might  be  left  them,  as  their 
heritage. 

In  the  quality  of  citizen,  it  is  our  duty  to  re- 
fped  fociety,  in  general;  to  confider  all  men  as  of 
the  fame  fpecies ; to  regard  them  as  companions, 
as  brothers,  whom  nature  has  beftowed  on  us ; 
and  “to  do  unto  them  as  we  wiflfithey  fliould 
“ do  unto  us.” 

As  members  of  one  common  country,  we 
ought  to  exert  our  whole  abilities,  to  be  ufeful 
to  that  country  ; we  ought  to  love  it  lincerely, 
becaufe  it  is  our  general  mother ; and,  lliould  its 
profperity  fo  require,  to  it  we  ought  to  facrifice 
poffefiions  and  life. 

Queftion. 

Thefe  are  very  excellent  principles.  We  have 
now  to  examine  how  you  will  reconcile  your 
duty  toward  fociety  to  your  own  intereft.  Do 
not  the  refped:  and  filial  fubmifiion,  in  which 
you  hold  your  father,  lay  a difagreeable  con- 
flraint  upon  you,  when  you  are  obliged  to  cede 
to  his  will  ? 


Anjwer . 
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Anfwer . 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that,  by  obeying,  I 
fometimes  am  obliged  to  commit  violence  on 
myfelf.  But  which  way  can  I be  fufficiently 
grateful  toward  the  perfons  who  gave  me  life  ? 
Does  not  my  intereft  require  me  to  encourage, 
by  my  example,  my  children  to  imitate  me,  and 
to  pay  the  fame  fubmiffion  to  my  will  ? 

Queftion. 

Nothing  can  be  objeded  to  your  reafon,  con- 
fequently  nothing  I fhall  objed.  But  how  will 
you  preferve  unity  with  your  brothers  and  filters, 
if,  as  it  often  happens,  family  affairs,  or  difcuf- 
fions  concerning  legacies,  fhould  occafion  dis- 
putes ? 

Anfwer . 

Do  you  then  fuppofe  the  ties  of  blood  to  be 
fo  feeble  as  not  to  be  fuperior  to  temporary  in- 
tereft ? If  our  father  leave  a will,  to  that  lalt 
will  it  is  our  duty  to  fubmit.  If  he  die  inteltate, 
the  laws  will  determine  our  difference.  Nothing 
therefore  can  be  of  any  important  prejudice  to 
me.  And  even  fhould  I be  poffefted  by  the 
fury  of  envy,  and  the  rage  of  chicanery,  muft 
I not  be  fenfible  that  the  family  inheritance 
would  be  wafted  in  law  ? I would  therefore 
come  to  an  amical  agreement,  and  not  differ 
difcord  to  ruin  our  family. 


Qneftion* 
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ghieftion . 

1 wilh  to  believe  you  are  fufficiently  prudent 
not,  through  your  own  error,  to  give  place  to 
any  family  contention  : but  wrong  may  be  done 
by  your  brothers  and  fillers;  they  may  ad  im- 
properly toward  you ; may  envy  you,  fpeak  of 
you  in  indecent  language,  caufe  you  vexation, 
and  may  even  endeavour  to  effed  your  ruin. 
How  willsyou  then  reconcile  the  feverity  of  duty 
with  your  own  intereft  and  felicity  ? 

Anfwer . 

After  having  calmed  the  firft  emotions  of  in* 
dignation,  which  their  condud  may  have  in- 
fpired,  it  Ihould  be  my  glory  rather  to  fuffer  of- 
fence than  to  offend.  I would  afterward  fpeak 
to  them;  would  tell  them  that,  refpedful  of  the 
blood  which  my  father  and  mother  had  trail!  - 
mitted  to  them,  I found  it  impoffible  for  me  to 
ad  againll  them  as  againfl  declared  enemies ; 
but  that  I would  take  precautions  to  prevent 
them  from  doing  me  injuries.  This  generous 
proceeding  might  bring  them  back  to  reafon ; 
and,  fhould  it  not,  I fhould  Hill  have  the  con- 
folation  of  having  aded  irreproachably.  Pro- 
ceeding thus,  I could  not  but  acquire  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  wife ; and  this  would  to  me  be 
fufficient  recompence. 
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Queftion. 

What  end  would  fuch  generality  anfwer  > 

Anjwer . 

It  would  preferve,  what  I hold  mofl  precious 
on  earth,  my  reputation,  on  which  I found  all 
my  happinefs,  unfpotted. 

Quejlion. 

What  happinefs  can  arife  from  the  opinion 
which  men  may  entertain  of  you  ? 

Anjwer . 

Not  upon  the  opinions  of  others  do  I found 
my  happinefs,  but  on  the  ineffable  fatisfa&ion 
which  I feel,  at  being  confcious  that  my  a&ions 
are  worthy  of  a reafonable,  humane,  and  bene- 
ficent being. 

* Queflion . 

You  have  faid  that,  fhould  you  have  children, 
you  would  be  more  careful  to  render  them  vir- 
tuous than  wealthy.  Why  do  you  pay  fo  little 
attention  to  their  worldly  wealth  ? 

Anjwer. 

Becaufe  wealth,  in  itfelf,  is  of  no  value ; and 
only  becomes  fo  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
ehiployed.  Now,  if  I cultivate  the  talents  of  my 
children,  if  I form  their  minds  and  their  morals, 
their  own  perfonal  merit  will  make  their  fortune. 
Whereas,  fhould  I negleft  to  watch  over  their 
education,  be  the  wealth  I might  leave  them 

vol.  xiii.  H h what 
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what  it  would,  they  would  diffipate  it  very 
quickly.  Befide  I wifli  to  fee  my  children's 
charadter,  their  hearts,  their  talents,  and  their 
knowledge  efteemed,  and  not  their  riches. 

Queftion. 

This  muft  neceffarily  be  ufeful  to  fociety ; 
but,  with  refpedt  to  yourfelf,  of  what  advantage 
will  it  be  to  you  ? 

Anfwer. 

Of  very  great.  Becaufe  my  well- tutored 
children  would  become  the  confolation  of  my 
old  age  ; they  would  not  dilhonour  my  name, 
nor  my  anceftors,  by  their  ill  condudt ; and, 
being  prudent  and  rational,  by  the  aid  of  their 
talents,  the  riches  I might  leave  them  would  be 
fufficient  for  their  honourable  fubfiftence. 

Queftion. 

You  do  not  then  imagine  that  noble  birth, 
and  illuftrious  anceftors,  afford  any  difpenfation 
for  the  want  of  perfonal  merit  ? 

Anfwer . 

Far  to  the  contrary  : thefe  but  excite  emu- 
lation. Nothing  can  be  Snore  fhameful  than  to 
degrade  a noble  race,  by  fuch  conduct.  The 
fplendour  of  anceftry,  far  from  illuftrating  its 
fucceffors,  would  but  difplay  their  infamy. 

gheftioi. 

I muft  requeft  fome  explanations  from  you, 

with 
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with  regard  to  what  you  have  faid  on  our  duties 
to  fociety.  You  have  told  me  you  mud  do  to 
others  as  you  wifh  others  (hould  do  to  you.  This 
is  vague.  I wifh  you  to  be  more  explicit,  on 
what  you  underftand  by  thefe  words. 

Anfwer. 

In  this  there  will  be  no  difficulty.  I need  but 
date  what  gives  me  pleafure,  and  what  pain. 

1 . I fliould  think  myfelf  injured,  were  any 
one  to  feize  on  my  poifeffions ; confequently, 
no  one  ought  to  be  difpoffeffied  by  me. 

2.  My  afflidion  would  be  exceffive,  were  any 
one  to  debauch  my  wife.  I therefore  ought  not 
to  defile  the  bed  of  another. 

3.  I deteft  thofe  who  break  their  word  to  me  ; 
or  who  perjure  themfelves.  It  refults  that  I 
ought  faithfully  to  keep  my  promife,  and  ob- 
ferve  my  oath. 

4.  I abhor  thofe  who  defame  me;  and,  for 
this  reafon,  ought  not  to  calumniate  any  per- 
fon. 

5.  No  individual  has  a right  to  take  my  life; 
nor  can  I then  have  a right  to  take  the  life  of 
the  meaneft  individual. 

6.  Thofe  who  ad  ungratefully  toward  me 
excite  my  indignation.  How  therefore  can  I 
acf  ungratefully  toward  my  benefadors  ? 

7.  If  1 love  to  liy^unditeil^ed,  I confequently 
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ought  not  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  my  neigh- 
bour. 

8.  If  I wilh  to  be  aided  in  time  of  need,  I 
will  not  refufe  aid  to  thofe  who  afk  it  of  me ; 
becaufe  I am  fenfible  of  the  pleafure  which  a 
benevolent  mind  feels,  in  adts  of  benevolence. 
The  affedtionate  heart  compaflionates  the  woes  of 
humanity,  and  defends,  aflifts,  and  protects  the 
wretched. 

Queftion . 

I perceive  you  do  all  thefe  things  for  fociety  ; 
but  what  do  you  thereby  gain  for  yourfelf  ? 
Anjwer . 

Thefweet  fatisfadtion  of  perceiving  myfelf  to 
be  what  I wifh  to  be ; worthy  of  friends,  worthy 
the  efteem  of  my  fellow- citizens,  and  worthy  the 
applaufe  of  my  own  heart. 

ghieftion. 

By  thus  behaving,  mud  not  you  facrifice  all 
your  paffions  to  your  reafon  ? 

Anjwer. 

I (hould  not  give  them  the  rein  ; yet,  while 
reftraining  them,  I fliould  aft  for  my  own  good  ; 
for  ihe  fupport  of  the  laws,  which  protedt  the 
feeble  againft  the  affaults  of  the  ftrong  ; for  the 
maintenance  of  my  reputation  ; and,  further,  to 
avoid  thofe  puniihments  which  the  laws  inflidt 
on  tranfgrelTors. 

Quejlion . 
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Queftion. 

The  laws,  it  is  true,  punifh  public  crimes ; 
but  how  many  bad  adtions,  concealed  in  dark- 
nefs,  are  hidden  from  the  fharp  fword  of  juftice ! 
And  why  fhould  not  you  become  one  of  the  happy 
guilty,  who  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  offences,  un- 
der the  (hade  of  impunity  ? Should  therefore  a 
clandeftine  opportunity  of  enriching  yourfelf  of- 
fer, would  you  fuffer  it  to  efcape  ?. 

Anjwer . 

If  by  honourable  means  I could  acquire  wealth, 
fuch  undoubtedly  I fhould  not  negled  ; but, 
were  the  means  difhonourable,  I fhould  renounce 
them  without  hefitation. 

Queftion. 

Why  ? 

Anjwer . 

Becaufe  there  is  nothing  fo  fecret  which  does 
not  come  to  light.  Time,  foon  or  late,  difco- 
vers  the  truth.  Ill-acquired  riches  I fhould 
tremble  while  I pofTefTed,  and  fhould  pafs  my 
. life  in  the  cruel  expe&ation  of  the  moment  which 
would  for  ever  difhonour  me  to  the  world,  by 
difciofmg  my  turpitude. 

ghieftion. 

Yet  the  morality  of  the  great  is  very  relaxed; 
and,  were  we  to  fcrutinize  by  what  claims  each 
H h 3 man 
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man  is  pofTeffed  of  wealth,  how  many  a£h  of 
injuftice,  of  fraud,  and  ill  faith,  fhould  we  not 
difcover ! Would  not  fuch  examples  encourage 
you  to  imitation  ? 

Anjwer . 

They  would  make  me  groan  for  the  perver- 
lity  of  mankind.  But,  as  neither  deformity  nor 
blindnefs  infpires  me  with  a wifh  to  be  deformed, 
or  blind ; I imagine,  in  like  manner,  it  is  un- 
worthy of  the  virtuous  to  degrade  themfelves* 
and  to  take  example  by  vice. 

eft  ion. 

There  are  however  concealed  crimes. 

Anjwer . 

I own  it ; but  the  criminals  are  not  happy  : 
they  are  tormented,  as  I have  (aid,  by  the  fear 
of  being  difcovered,  and  the  moft  violent  re- 
morfe.  They  feel  they  adt  the  hypocrite,  and 
that  they  cover  their  difhonefty  with  the  mafk 
of  virtue.  Their  heart  reje&s  the  falfe  efteem 
which  they  enjoy;  and  they  fecretly  condemn 
themfelves  to  fuffer  all  the  contempt  they  de- 
ferve. 

Queftion. 

% Whether,  were  you  in  fuch  a fituation,  you 
would  make  fuch  refle&ions,  remains  to  be  en- 
quired. 


Anjwer . 
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Anjwer . 

Gould  I ftifle  the  voice  of  confcience,  and  of 
avenging  remorfe  ? Confcience  is  as  a mirror ; 
when  our  paflions  are  calm,  it.  reprefents  all  our 
deformities.  In  this  mirror  I have  feen  myfelf 
innocent,  I now  fee  myfelf  guilty  ! Alas ! How 
horrible  muft  I appear  in  my  own  eyes  ! — No, 
I never  will  wilfully  thus  expofe  myfelf  to  fuch 
humiliation,  fuch  grief,  fuch  torment. 

Quefiion. 

There  are  however  concuffions,  and  rapine, 
which  war  feems  to  authorife, 

Anjwer . 

War  is  the  trade  of  men  of  honour,  when 
citizens  expofe  their  lives  for  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  But,  when  intereft  interferes,  this 
noble  trade  degenerates  into  mere  robbery. 
Queftion. 

If  then  you  are  not  interefbd,  at  lead  you  are 
ambitious  ; you  wifh  to  rife  and  to  command  men 
like  yourfelf, 

Anjwer , 

I make  great  diftin&ion  between  ambition 
and  emulation  : the  firft  paflion  often  becomes 
excefiive,  and  approaches  vice  : but  emulation 
is  a defirable  virtue  ; it  leads  us  without  jealoufy 
to  furpafs  our  rivals,  by  a better  performance  of 
mr  duties;  it  is  the  foul  of  heroic  actions,  war- 
H h 4 like 
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like  and  civil ; it  defires  fplendour,  but  will  ower 
its  elevation  to  virtue  only,  aided  by  fuperior 
talents. 

eft  ion. 

But  could  you,  by  doing  an  ill  office  to  fome 
one,  arrive  at  an  eminent  poft,  fhould  not  you 
think  fuch  an  expedient  the  fhorteft  road  ? 

Anfwer. 

I own  fuch  a poft  might  tempt  my  cupidity  ; 
but  never  would  I become  &n  affaffin  for  fuch  a 
purpofe. 

Qu  eft  ion. 

What  do  you  understand  by  becoming  an 
affaftin  ? 

Anfwer. 

To  murder  a man  is  a lefs  evil  than  to  defame 
him;  to  ftab  with  the  *tongue  or  with  the  dagger, 
is  the  fame  thing. 

Queftion. 

You  therefore  will  not  calumniate  any  one. 
Without  however  becoming  an  affaftin,  you  may 
happen  to  kill  fome  perfon.  Not  that  I fufpedt 
you  of  committing  murder,  in  cold, blood  ; but, 
fhould  any  one  of  your  equals  openly  declare 
himfelf  your  enemy,  and  perfecute  you;  fhould 
brutality  or  ill- breeding  infult  or  difhonour  you ; 
hurried  away  by  anger,  the  fweets  of  revenge 
would  incite  you  to  commit  foqie  violent  adion. 

Anfwer . 
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Anfwer. 

This  ought  not  to  be  fo  ; but  I am  a man,  bom 
with  lively  paffions.  I fhould  no  doubt  have  to 
fuffer  a fevere  druggie,  in  order  to  reprefs  the 
fird  impulfe  of  anger;  this  however  it  is  my 
duty  to  fupprefs.  It  is  the  office  of  the  laws  to 
revenge  the  offences  done  to  private  perfons ; 
no  individual  has  a right  to  puniih  thofe  by 
whom  he  has  been  injured.  But  fhould  fome 
drft  emotion  unfortunately  overpower  my  reafon, 

1 fhould  regret  the  ad  of  derelidion  during  life. 

Qu  eft  ion. 

How  can  you  reconcile  this  condud,  being  a 
foldier,  with  what  the  point  of  honour  exads 
from  a man  of  birth  ? Y ou  know  that,  unfor- 
tunately, in  all  countries,  the  laws  of  honour  are 
precifely  oppofite  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Anfwer . 

I propofe  to  be  circumfped  in  my  condud, 
that  I may  not  give  occafion  to  unjudifiable 
quarrels ; and,  fliould  I be  involved  in  fuch, 
without  blame  to  myfelf,  I fhould  be  obliged  to 
follow  the  received  cudom,  and  wafh  my  hands 
of  affront,  be  the  confequences  what  they  would. 

Queftion. 

Since  we  are  upon  the  point  of  honour,  pray 
explain  to  me  in  what  you  think  it  confids. 

Anjwer . 
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Anjwer . 

In  avoiding  whatever  can  render  a man  defpi- 
cable,  and  in  obliging  him  to  employ  every 
worthy  means,  by  which  he  may  increafe  his 
reputation. 

Qu  eft  ion. 

What  is  it  which  renders  a man  defpicable  ? 
Anjwer . 

Debauchery,  indolence,  folly,  ignorance,  ilU 
conduct,  cowardice,  and  vice  of  every  kind. 

Queftion. 

What  is  \j.  which  procures  a good  reputation  > 

Anjwer . 

Integrity,  worthy  behaviour,  knowledge,  ap- 
plication, vigilance,  valour,  noble  actions,  civil 
and  military,  and,  in  a word,  whatever  raifes  man 
fuperior  to  human  weaknefs. 

Queftion , 

Indulge  me  in  a remark  on  human  weaknefs : 
you  are  young,  and  at  a time  of  life  when  the 
paffions  are  the  ftrongeft.  Should  you  re  lift 
avarice,  inordinate  ambition,  and  vengeance, 
(till  I imagine  I perceive  you  vanquifhed  by  the 
darts  of  enchanting  woman,  who  wounds  while 
fhe  feduces,  and  drives  the  poifoned  barb  fo 
deeply  into  the  heart,  that  reafon  is  bewildered. 

Hovy 
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How  already  do  I pity  the  hulband  by  whole 
wife  you  have  been  fubdned  ! What  think  you  ? 

Anfwer. 

I am  young  and  frail,  I confefs ; yet  I know 
my  duty;  and  I think,  without  troubling  the 
repofe  of  families,  and  without  employing  vio- 
lence, a young  man  may  appeafe  his  paflions  by 
lefs  unworthy  means. 

Queftion. 

I underftand  you.  You  allude  to  the  faying 
of  Porcius  Cato,  who,  feeing  a young  patrician 
leave  the  houfe  of  a courtezan,  exclaimed  that 
iie  was  glad  of  it ; becaufe,  by  adting  thus,  the 
youth  would  not  difturb  the  peace  of  families. 
Yet  this  is  an  expedient  fubjedt  to  ftrange  in- 
conveniences : and  to  feduce  young  women — ■ 

Anfwer . 

I will  feduce  no  one,  becaufe  I will  neither 
deceive  others  nor  perjure  myfelf.  To  deceive, 
is  a difhonefl:  adt;  and  to  perjure,  the  adt  of  a 
rafcal. 

Queftion. 

What ! When  your  interell  is  concerned  ? 

, Anfwer . 

Interell  would  in  fuch  a cafe  be  oppofed  by 
interell ; for,  were  I to  break  my  word,  I fhould 
not  dare  complain  were  others  to  break  their 

word 
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word  with  me.  And,  were  I to  (port  with  oaths* 
how  mightJ  depend  on  the  oaths  of  others  ? 

Qu  eft  ion. 

Yet,  by  following  the  rule  of  Cato,  you  would 
cxpofe  yourfelf  to  different  dangers. 

Anjwer . 

He  who  abandons  himfelf  to  his  paffions  is  a 
loft  man.  The  general  rule  which  I have  pre- 
ferred for  my  conduct  through  life  is— “ Ufe, 
fc  but  do  not  abufe.?? 

§)ueftion. 

You  fpeak  fagely.  But  are  you  certain  you 
{hall  never  depart  from  this  rule  ? 

Anjwer . 

Self  prefervation  will  induce  me  to  be  careful 
of  my  health ; and  nothing  is  more  ruinous  to 
health  than  excefs  in  love.  I ought  therefore 
to  be  careful,  that  I may  not  exhauft  myftrength, 
and  may  not  fubjeeft  myfelf  to  horrid  difeafes, 
which  would  render  the  flourifhing  fpring  of 
youth  languid,  fickly,  and  wretched.  How  muft 
I reproach  myfelf,  were  I guilty  of  my  own 
death  ! Thus,  though  the  intereft  of  pleafure 
may  drag  me  along,  I fhall  be  held  and  flopped 
by  the  intereft  of  felf  prefer vation. 

Qu  eft  ion. 

Nothing  can  be  obje&ed  to  fuch  reafons. 

But^ 
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But,  rigid  as  you  are  toward  yourfelf,  you  will 
no  doubt  be  very  fevere  to  others. 

Anjwer . 

I am  not  fevere  to  myfelf ; I am  only  pru- 
dent. I deny  myfelf  only  that  which  is  injurious 
to  my  chara&er,  my  health,  and  my  honour. 
Far  from  being  unfeeling,  I compaffionate  all 
the  woes  of  my  fellow-creatures : nor  does  this 
fatisfy  me ; X endeavour  to  aflrft  and  render 
them  every  fervice  in  my  power ; whether  by 
fuccouring  indigence  with  the  wealth  I pofiefs, 
advifing  them  in  trouble,  proving  their  inno- 
cence when  afperfed,  or  in  giving  them  recom- 
mendations when  I find  proper  opportunities. 

Quefticn. 

Should  you  be  too  liberal  in  alms,  you  would 
.expend  all  your  property. 

Anjwer . 

I give  according  to  my  abilities ; it  is  money 
which  produces  a hundred  fold,  in  the  fweet 
pleafure  that  is  experienced  while  relieving  the 
unfortunate. 

eft  ion. 

But  there  is  greater  danger  {till,  in  declaring 
yourfelf  the  defender  of  the  oppreffed. 

Anjwer . 

And  rnuft  I behold  innocence  perfecuted,  yet 

lend 
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lend  it  no  aid  ? Knowing  the  truth,  and  capable 
of  being  a witnefs  againft  falfe  accufation,  I 
fliould  betray  this  truth,  were  I not  to  bring  it 
to  light ; and  fliould  fail  in  all  the  duties  of  a 
worthy  man,  either  from  infenfibility  or  weak- 
nefs. 

Queftion. 

Y et,  confidering  the  nature  of  mankind,  all 
truths  are  not  proper  to  be  fpoken. 

Anfwer . 

dn  general,  it  is  the  unqualified  manner  of 
fpeaking  truth  which  renders  it  difagreeable ; 
when  it  is  announced  with  modefty,  and  without 
faflidioufnefs,  it  feldom  meets  an  ill  reception. 
In  fine,  I know  how  necelfary  it  is  to  be  aflifted 
and  defended.  From  whom  can  I demand  fuch 
fervices,  if  I perform  none  fuch  myfelf  ? 

ghieftion. 

By  ferving  men  we  frequently  oblige  only  the 
ungrateful.  What  profit  would  you  gain  by 
your  trouble  ? 

Anfwer. 

To  be  the  caufe  of  ingratitude  in  others  is 
glorious ; but  it  is  infamous  to  be  ungrateful 
yourfelf. 

Shteftion . 

Gratitude  is  a heavy  and  often  an  infupport- 

abl$ 
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able  load ; a benefit  received  is  never  repaid. 

Do  not  you  think  it  painful  to  bear  the  burthen 
all  your  life  ? 

Anfwer . 

No ; becaufe  the  recolle&ion  would  incef- 
fantly  remind  me  of  the  noble  behaviour  of  my 
friends,  which  I wifh  never  to  forget.  I have 
a fhort  memory  only  on  fubjeds  of  offence. 
Without  gratitude  there  can  be  no  virtue  ; it  is 
the  foul  of  friendfliip,  the  bed  confolation  of 
life ; it  binds  us  to  our  kindred,  our  country, 
and  our  benefadors.  Never  will  I forget  that 
fociety  which  has  feen  my . birth  ; that  bread 
which  afforded  me  nutriment ; that  father 
who  brought  me  up;  that  fage  who  gave  me 
mftrudion ; that  tongue  which  has  defended 
me;  or  that  arm  by  which  I have  been  fuc- 
coured. 

Queftion. 

I confefs  the  fervices  which  have  been  render- 
ed you  have  been  of  ufe.  But  what  intered  have 
you  in  this  return  of  gratitude  ? 

Anfwer . 

The  greated  of  all  intered,  that  of  preferving 
friends  for  the  time  of  need ; in  deferving,  by 
my  gratitude,  that  benevolent  minds  fhould  aid 
me  ; for  there  is  no  man  who  is  never  in  want 
of  aid.  I therefore  mud  render  myfelf  worthy 

of 
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of  afliftance.  The  world  abhors  the  ungrateful-, 
who  are  regarded  as  the  perturbators  of  the  moffi 
pleahng  ties  of  fociety,  and  who  render  friend- 
flaip  dangerous,  and  good  offices  injurious  to 
thofe  by  whom  they  are  performed.  In  fine, 
the  ungrateful  return  ill  for  good;  and,  to  do 
this,  the  heart  mult  be  unfeeling,  perverfe,  and 
atrocious.  Can  mine  be  fo  ? Shall  I render  my- 
felf  unworthy  of  the  fociety  of  the  good?  Shall  I 
ad  in  oppohtion  to  the  fecret  inftind  of  my 
heart,  which,  loudly  admonifhing  me,  fays — 
<c  Be  not  inferior  to  thy  benefadors. : return  if 
“ poffible  the  fervices  a hundred  fold,  which 
“ thou  haft  received  from  their  generofity  ?” 
Rather  let  death  terminate  my  exiftence  than 
let  me  difgrace  myfelf  by  fuch  infamy  ! That  I 
may  be  cheerful'  and  contented,  it  is  requilite  I 
fhould  be  fatisfied  with  myfelf ; that,  when  re- 
capitulating my  adions  on  an  evening,  I fhould 
find  fufficient  to  flatter  and  not  to  reprefs  my 
felf-love.  The  more  traits  of  juftice,  generofity, 
dignity,  gratitude,  and  grandeur  of  mind  I can 
difeover  in  myfelf,  the  greater  will  be  my  fatif- 
fadion. 

^uefticn. 

But  you  extend  your  gratitude  to  your  coun- 
try. What  are  your  obligations  ? 


Anfwer a 
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Anjwer. 

Infinite  : my  talents,  fuch  as  they  are ; my 
cares,  my  love,  my  life,  are  my  country’s. 

Queftion. 

True  it  is  that  patriotifm,  in  Greece  and  Rome* 
was  productive  of  the  mofl  heroic  aCtions.  From 
this  principle,  while  the  laws  of  Lycurgus  con- 
tinued to  be  obferved,  the  Spartans  maintained 
their  power.  In  confequence  of  this  inviolable 
attachment,  the  Roman  republic  produced  citi- 
zens who  rendered  her  the  miftrefs  of  the  world. 
But  how  do  you  combine  your  intereft  with  that 
of  your  country  ? 

Anjwer. 

Without  difficulty ; becaufe  every  worthy  ac- 
tion is  followed  by  its  own  reward.  What  I 
facrifice  of  my  intereft  I gain  in  reputation ; and 
my  country,  a kind  mother,  is  indeed  obliged 
to  recompenfe  the  fervices  fhe  receives. 

Queftion. 

In  what  do  fuch  fervices  confift 

Anjwer. 

They  are  innumerable.  We  may  be  ufeful 
to  our  country,  by  educating  our  children  in 
worthy  and  good  principles ; by  improving  the 
ftate  of  agriculture  on  our  own  eftates  ,•  by  admi- 

vol.  xm.  I i niftering 


482,  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

niftering  juftice  equitably ; by  diflribitting  the 
public  revenues  difmtereftedly ; by  endeavour- 
ing to  render  the  age  in  which  we  live  illuftrious ; 
by  our  virtues,  or  our  knowledge  ; by  embracing 
the  profeffion  of  arms,  from  a pure  fentiment 
of  honour ; by  renouncing  effeminacy  for  vigi- 
lance and  a&ivity,  intereft  for  renown,  and  life 
for  glory;  by  acquiring  all  the  knowledge  which 
is  neceffary  to  fucceed  in  fo  difficult  an  art ; and, 
in  fine,  by  defending  the  interefts  of  our  coun- 
try, at  our  own  perfonal  peril.  Such  are  my 
duties. 

Quejlion. 

This  is  to  burthen  yourfelf  with  many  cares 
and  troubles. 

Anjwer . 

A country  rejedls  ufelefs  citizens,  who  remain 
its  encumbrances.  By  tacit  convention  every 
member  is  bound  to  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  great  family  of  the  (late ; and,  as  the  barren 
branches  of  trees  are  lopped  away,  in  like  man- 
ner fociety  reje6ts  the  debauched,  the  faunter- 
ing,  and  that  whole  race  of  indolent  men  who, 
for  the  mod  part,  are  perverfe ; who  are  con- 
centrated in  themfelves ; and  are  fatisfied  with 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  fociety,  without  in 
any  manner  contributing  to  its  utility.  Had  I 

the 


A MORAL  DIALOGUE.  483 

the  power,  it  is  my  wifh  to  exceed  my  duties. 
I am  excited  by  noble  emulation  to  imitate  great 
examples.  Why  do  you  think  fo  ill  of  me,  as  to 
believe  me  incapable  of  thofe  efforts  of  virtue, 
the  models  of  which  other  men  have  furniftied  ? 
Am  I not  endowed  with  the  fame  organs  as  they 
were  ? Have  I not  a heart  capable  of  the  fame 
fenfations  ? Shall  I put  the  age  in  which  I live 
to  the  blufh ; and,  by  my  cowardly  conduct,  give 
©ccafion  to  fufpe£t  that  we  are  a degenerate  race, 
incapable  of  the  virtues  of  our  anceftors  ? Befide, 
am  I not  mortal?  Do  I know  when  my  career 
may  end  ? And,  fince  die  I muft,  were  it  not 
better  that  my  laft  moments  fhould  be  glorious, 
and  perpetuate  my  name  to  the  end  of  ages,  than 
that  I fhould  expire,  after  having  lived  a life  of 
infignificance  and  obfeurity,  a prey  to  difeafe 
more  cruel  than  the  enemy’s  fword  ? Or  than 
that  myfelf,  my  name,  and  my  a6ts,  fhould  lie 
buried  together  in  the  grave?  It  is  my  defire  to 
deferve  to  be  known,  to  be  virtuous,  to  ferve 
my  country,  find  to  polfefs  my  fmall  niche  in 
the  temple  of  Fame. 

Queftion . 

Thinking  thus,  polfefs  it  you  undoubtedly 
will.  Plato  has  faid  that  the  laft  palfion  of  the 
fage  is  the  love  of  fame.  I am  delighted  to  per- 
I i 2.  ceive 
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ceive  thefe  excellent  propenfities  in  you.  You 
have  difcovered  that  true  happinefs  confifts  in 
virtue : perfevere  in  fentiments  fo  noble ; and 
you  will  neither  want  friends  during  your  life, 
nor  fame  after  your  death. 


EULOGIUM  on  VOLTAIRE; 

READ  BEFORE  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES 
AND  BELLES  LETTRES,  AT  BERLIN,  IN  AN 
EXTRAORDINARY  MEETING,  CONVOKED 
FOR  THAT  PURPOSE,  NOVEMBER 
THE  26th,  1778. 
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E U L O G I U M 


O N 

VOLTAIRE, 


Gentlemen, 

IN  all  ages,  efpecially  among  the  mofl  wife 
and  polifhed  nations,  men  of  high  and 
uncommon  genius  have  been  honoured,  during 
their  lives,  and  dill  more  honoured,  after  their 
death.  They  have  been  confidered  as  phenome- 
na, who,  by  their  own  perfonal  Splendor,  refledt 
honour  on  their  country.  The  firft  lawgivers, 
who  taught  men  to  live  in  fociety  ; the  firft 
heros,  who  defended  their  fellow  citizens  ; the 
philofophers,  who  fearched  into  the  profundities 
of  nature,  and  there  difcovered  fome  truths ; the 
poets,  who  transmitted  the  great  a&ions  of  their 
cotemporaries  to  future  generations — thefe  were 
all  of  them  regarded  as  beings  Superior  to  the 
human  race  : they  were  fuppofed  to  be  fa- 
voured by  the  particular  infpiration  of  the  Deity. 

I i 4 Hence 
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Hence  happened  it  that  altars  were  raifed  to 
Socrates ; that  Hercule^  was  held  to  be  a god ; 
that  Greece  honoured  Orpheus ; and  that  feven 
cities  difputed  the  glory  o)f  having  given  birth 
to  Homer.  The  people  of  Athens,  whofe  edu- 
cation was  of  the  moft  perfed  kind,  knew  the 
Iliad  by  rote  5 and,  with  the  fined  feelings  of  the 
heart,  celebrated  the  glory  of  their  ancient  he- 
roes, by  finging  this  poem. 

Sophocles,  who,  in  like  manner,  was  feen 
to  carry  the  palm  at  the  theatre,  was  in  great 
edeem  for  his  genius ; and,  dill  more,  was  en- 
truded  with  the  execution  of  the  mod  confide- 
rable  offices  by  the  republic  of  Athens.  How 
much  Efchinus,  Pericles,  and  Demodhenes 
were  edeemed,  all  know.  All  know  that  Peri- 
cles twice  faved  the  life  of  Diagoras ; the  fird 
time  by  protecting  him  from  the  fury  of  the 
Sophids,  and  the  fecond  by  yielding  him  bene- 
volent affidance. 

W hoever,  in  Greece,  was  pofleflfed  of  talents, 
was  certain  to  find  admirers,  and  even  enthu- 
fiads.  Encouragement  fo  powerful  caufcd  the 
developement  of  genius : it  was  this  which 
gave  the  mind  that  eladic  force,  which  made  it 
rife,  and  furpafs  the  bounds  of  mediocrity. 
How  great  was  the  emulation  philofophers  felt, 
when  they  heard  that  Philip  of  lytacedon  fe~ 
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levied  Ariftotle,  as  the  only  preceptor  worthy 
to  educate  Alexander  ! In  this  fine  age,  merit 
always  met  its  reward ; talents  were  always 
honoured ; good  authors  were  diflinguifhed ; 
the  works  of  Thucydides  and  of  Xenophon 
were  in  the  hands  of  all  men  ; and,  in  fine,  each 
citizen  feemed  to  participate  the  fame  of  thofe 
men  of  genius  who  then  rendered  the  Grecian 
name  fuperior  to  that  of  all  other  nations. 

Rome  foon  afterward  furnilhed  the  world 
with  a fimilar  fpedacle.  Cicero  arofe,  whofe 
philofophic  mind  and  eloquence  elevated  him 
to  the  height  of  glory.  Lucretius  did  not  live 
long  enough  to  enjoy  his  fame.  Virgil  and 
Horace  were  honoured  by  the  fuffrages  of  thefe 
republicans,  thefe  monarchs ; they  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  familiarity  of  Auguftus ; and  par- 
took the  rewards  which  that  artful  tyrant  dis- 
tributed among  thofe  who  celebrated  his  vir- 
tues, and  call  a veil  over  his  vices. 

At  the  revival  of  letters,  in  our  weftern  he* 
mifphere,  we  recoiled  with  pleafure  the  eager- 
nefs  with  which  the  Medicis,  and  fome  fove- 
reign  pontiffs,  welcomed  men  of  literature. 
Petrarch  was  crowned  a poet ; and  death  de- 
prived Taffo  of  the  honour  of  being  crowned 
in  that  fame  capitol  where,  formerly,  the  van- 
quifhers  of  the  world  had  triumphed. 

l 


Louis 
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Louis  XIV.  ardent  to  obtain  every  kind  of 
renown,  negledted  not  that  of  rewarding  thofe 
extraordinary  men  whom  nature  produced 
under  his  reign.  He  was  not  fatisfied  with 
lowering  his  benefadtions  on  BofTuet,  Fenelon, 
Racine,  and  Boileau  ; he  extended  his  muni- 
ficence to  all  men  of  letters,  be  their  country 
what  it  would,  did  but  their  fame  happen  to 
reach  his  ear. 

Such  is  the  efteem  in  which  all  ages  haVfc 
held  thofe  men  of  fortunate  genius,  who  feem 
to  ennoble  the  human  fpecies,  and  whofe  works 
are  our  recreation,  and  our  delight,  amid  the 
miferies  of  life.  It  is  therefore  but  juft  that 
we  fhould  pay  to  the  manes  of  that  great  man, 
whofe  lofs  Europe  deplores,  the  tribute  of  praife 
and  admiration  which  he  fo  well  has  merited. 

We  do  not  propofe,  gentlemen,  to  enquire  cir- 
cumftantially  into  the  private  life  of  M.  de  Vol- 
taire. The  hiftory  of  a king  ought  to  confift  in  the 
enumeration  of  the  benefits  which  he  has  feat- 
tered  among  his  people ; that  of  a warrior,  in 
his  campaigns ; and  that  of  a man  of  letters,  in 
an  analyfis  of  his  works.  Anecdotes  may  amufc 
curiofity  ; adtions  inftrudf  mankind.  But,  as  it 
is  impoflible  individually  to  enumerate  that 
multitude  of  works  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  the  fecundity  of  M.  de  Voltaire,  you  will 

kindly 
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kindly  be  finished,  gentlemen,  with  the  (ketch 
I fhall  trace,  while  I (hall  confine  myfelf  mere- 
ly to  touch  upon  ;he  principal  events  of  his 
life. 

To  dwell  upon  refearches  merely  relative  to 
his  family,  would  be  to  difhonour  M.  de  Vol- 
taire. In  oppofition  to  thofe  who  owe  every 
thing  to  their  anceftors,  nothing  to  themfelves, 
he  was  the  debtor  only  of  nature ; he  was  him- 
felf  the  foie  inftrument  of  his  fortune  and  his 
fame.  We  muffc  be  fatisfied  with  remembering 
that  his  relations,  who  were  of  the  magiftracy, 
gave  him  a proper  education.  He  ftudied  at  the 
college  of  Louis  the  Great,  under  the  fathers 
Poree  and  Tournemine,  who  were  the  firft  to 
difcover  the  rays  of  that  refplendent  flame 
which  (bines  through  his  works. 

Though  young,  M.  de  Voltaire  was  not  re- 
garded as  a common  child  : his  talents  early 
began  to  appear,  and  introduced  him  to  the 
houfe  of  madame  de  Rupelmonde.  That  lady, 
charmed  with  the  vivacity,  wit,  and  talents  of 
the  youthful  poet,  was  his  paffport  into  the  bed 
companies  of  Paris.  The  fafhionable  world 
became  to  him  the  fchool  in  which  his  tafte 
acquired  that  delicate  difcrimination,  that  po- 
litenefs,  and  that  urbanity,  which  never  are  at- 
tained by  folitary  erudition,  that  forms  an  ill 
6 judgment 
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judgment  of  what  may  pleafe  refined  fociety, 
and  has  too  diflan  t a view  to  become  acquainted 
with  its  manners.  To  this  ftyle  of  fafhion,  this 
varnifh  which  is  fpread  over  his  works,  is  M. 
de  Voltaire  principally  indebted  for  that  vogue 
in  which  they  at  prefent  are. 

His  tragedy  of  GEdipus,  and  fome  agreeable 
verfes  to  private  perfons,  had  appeared  in  the 
world,  when  an  indecent  fatirical  poem  againfl* 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  then  regent  of  France, 
was  difperfed  through  Paris.  One  La  Grange, 
the  author  of  that  work  of  darknefs,  that  he 
might  avoid  fufpicion  himfelf,  found  means  to 
pafs  it  under  the  name  ofM.  de  Voltaire.  Go- 
vernment a&ed  with  precipitation  ; the  youthful 
poet,  innocent  though  he  was,  being  arrefted, 
was  conduced  to  the  Baftille,  where  he  fome 
months  remained.  But  as  it  is  the  property  of 
truth  foon  or  late  to  appear,  the  true  culprit  was 
punifhed,  and  M.  de  Voltaire  juftified  and  re- 
leafed. Could  you,  gentlemen,  have  imagined 
that  it  was  at  the  Baftille,  in  prifon,  that  our 
young  bard  compofed  the  two  firft  books  of  his 
Henriade  ? Though  ftrange,  this  is  true.  His 
prifon  became  his  Parnaffus,  to  which  the  mufes 
reforted  ! It  is  equally  true  that  the  fecond 
book  is,  now,  what  it  appeared  in  this  firft 
copy.  Not  having  paper,  or  ink,  he  learnt  the 

verfes 
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verfes  by  rote,  and  retained  them  in  his  me- 
mory. 

Soon  after  he  had  gained  his  freedom,  in- 
dignant at  the  unworthy  and  opprobrious  treat- 
ment which  he  had  endured,  to  the  difgrace  of 
his  country,  he  retired  to  England.  Here  he 
not  only  met  a mod  favourable  reception 
from  the  public,  but  alfo  foon  acquired  a num- 
ber of  enthufiaftic  admirers.  At  London  he 
fin  idled  his  Henriade  ; which  he  then  publilhed 
under  the  title  of  Po'eme  de  la  Ligue  ** 

Our  young  poet,  who  knew  how  to  turn  all 
things  to  profit,  applied  himfelf  principally, 
while  in  England,  to  the  (ludy  of  philofophy  ; 
for  there,  at  that  time,  the  mod;  fage  and  pro- 
found philofophers  flouriflied.  He  feized  the 
clue  with  which  the  circumfped  Locke  had 
guided  himfelf  through  the  labyrinth  of  meta- 
phyfics ; and,  curbing  his  impetuous  imagina- 
tion, he  foberly  fat  down  to  the  laborious  cal- 
culations of  the  immortal  Newton.  So  well  did 
he  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  difcoveries  of  that 
philofopher,  and  his  progrefs  was  fuch,  that,  in 
an  abridgment,  he  gave  fo  clear  an  expolition 
of  the  Newtonian  fyftem,  that  he  enabled  the 
unlearned  reader  to  underftand  what  he  read. 
Before  he  appeared,  M.  de  Fontenelle  was  the 
f The  Poem  ©f  the  League. 
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only  philofopher  who,  fcattcring  flowers  ovef 
the  thornv  path  of  aftronomy,  had  rendered  it 
fufceptible  of  amufing  the  fair  fex.  The  Eng- 
lifh.  were  flattered  to  find  a Frenchman,  who, 
not  Fatisfied  with  admiring  thdr  philofophers, 
tranflated  them-into  his  own  language.  The 
moft  illuftrious  charaders  in  London  were 
eager  to  obtain  his  acquaintance.  Never  was 
ftranger  more  favourably  received  by  that  na- 
tion. But,  however  flattering  this  triumph 
might  be  to  felf-love,  the  love  of  his  country 
was  victorious  in  the  heart  of  the  poet,  and 
he  returned  to  France. 

The  Parifians,  inftruded  by  the  applaufe 
bellowed  on  our  young  poet,  by  a nation  that 
was  as  learned  as  it  was  profound,  began  to  fuf- 
ped  that  a man  of  genius  had  arifen  among 
them.  His  Letters  on  the  Englifh  then  appeared, 
in  which  the  author,  with  bold  and  rapid  ftrokes, 
painted  the  manners,  arts,  religion,  and  govern- 
ment of  that  people.  His  tragedy  of  Brutus, 
written  to  give  pleafure  to  a free  nation,  foon 
fucceeded  ; as  likewife  did  his  Marianne,  and 
many  other  pieces. 

There  was  at  that  time,  in  France,  a lady 
celebrated  by  her  tafte  for  the  arts  and  the  fci- 
ences.  You  will  eafily  imagine,  gentlemen, 
the  lady  I allude  to  was  the  illuftrious  mar- 

chionefs 
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chionefs  da  Chatelet.  She  had  read  the  phi- 
lofophic  works  of  our  young  author;  the  foon 
became  acquainted  with  him ; her  defire  of 
information,  and  her  ardour  deeply  to  examine 
the  few  truths  which  the  human  mind  is  capable 
of  examining,  increafed  their  friendfhip,  and 
rendered  it  indifToluble.  Madame  du  Chatelet 
immediately  abandoned  the  Theodicea  of  Leib- 
nitz, and  the  ingenious  romances  of  that  philo- 
fopher,  that,  in  their  (lead,  die  might  adopt  the 
method  of  the  circumfpeCt  and  prudent  Locke  ; 
which  was  lefs  calculated  to  gratify  the  ardour  of 
curiofitv,  than  to  convince  the  underftanding.  She 
ftudied  geometry  diffidently  to  follow  Newton  in 
his  abftraCt  calculations.  She  was  even  fo  per- 
fevering,  in  her  application,  that  die  compofed 
an  abridgment  of  this  fyftem,  for  the  ufe  of 
her  fon.  Cirey  foon  became  the  philofophic 
retreat  of  thefe  two  friends : there  they  both 
compofed  works  of  different  kinds,  which  they 
communicated  to  each  other ; endeavouring,  by 
mutual  remark,  to  impart  to  their  productions 
that  degree  of  perfection  to  which  it  was  pro- 
bable they  could  attain.  Here  Zaire,  Alzire, 
Merope,  Semiramis,  Catiline,  EleCtra,  or  Oref- 
tes,  were  compofed. 

M.  de  Voltaire,  whofe  activity  rendered  him 
univerfal,  did  not  entirely  confine  himfelf  to 

the 
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the  pleafure  of  enriching  the  theatre  by  his  tra« 
gedies.  It  was  for  the  ufe  of  the  marcliionefs 
du  Chatelet  that  he  wrote  his  Eflay  on  Univerfal 
Hiftory.  The  Hiftory  of  Louis  XIV.  and  the 
Hiftory  of  Charles  XII.  had  previoufly  ap- 
peared. 

An  author  of  genius  fo  rare,  equally  various 
and  corredt,  could  not  efcape  the  notice  of  the 
French  academy  : this  feminary  claimed  him 
as  a fon  ; he  became  a member  of  that  illuf- 
trious  body,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  bright- 
eft  ornaments.  Louis  XV.  that  he  might  dif- 
tinguilh  him,  honoured  him  with  the  place  of 
his  Gentleman  in  Ordinary,  and  with  that  of 
Hiftoriographer  of  France,  which  it  may  be 
faid  he  had  already  filled,  by  writing  the  Hif- 
tory of  Louis  XIV. 

Senfible  as  M.  de  Voltaire  was  to  fuch  fplen- 
did  marks  of  approbation,  he  ftill  was  more  fo 
to  friendfhip.  Infeparably  attached  to  madamc 
du  Chatelet,  the  magnificence  of  a brilliant 
court  dazzled  not  his  eyes,  fo  as  to  induce  him 
to  prefer  the  grandeur  of  Verfailles  to  the  abode 
of  Luneville  much  lefs  to  the  pleafing  re- 
treat of  Cirey.  Thefe  two  friends  there  peace- 
ably enjoyed  that  portion  of  happinefs  of  which 

* Where  Staniflaus,  the  dethroned  king  of  Poland,  held 
his  court.  T. 
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humanity  is  fufceptible,  when  the  death  of  the 
marchionefs  du  Chatelet  interrupted  a union  fo 
enviable  ; this  was  a blow  too  fevere  for  the  fenfi- 
bility  of  M.  de  Voltaire ; and,  to  fupport  it,  he 
was  obliged  to  exert  all  his  philofophy. 

At  the  very  time  when  he  was  employing  his 
whole  force  to  vanquish  bis  afflidion,  he  was  in- 
vited to  the  court  of  Pruffia  ; the  king,  who  had 
feen  him  in  the  year  1740,  was  defirous  of  ac- 
quiring a man  of  genius  of  fuch  uncommon  emi- 
nence. M.  de  Voltaire  came  to  Berlin  in  the 
year  1752.  There  were  no  fubjeds  with  which 
he  was  not  acquainted ; his  converfation  was  as 
Inffrudive  as  it  was  pleating ; his  imagination 
as  brilliant  as  it  was  various ; and  his  wit  as 
quick  as  his  underftanding  was  collected  : he 
embelliffied  the  barrennefc  of  his  fubjed  by  the 
graces  of  fidion.  In  a word,  he  was  the  delight 
of  all  fociety. 

An  unfortunate  difpute  arofe  between  him 
and  M.  de  Maupertuis,  which  occaffoned  thefe 
two  learned  men,  formed  as  they  were  to  love 
and  not  to  hate  each  other,  to  entertain  fenti- 
ments  of  enmity  ; and  the  war  which  followed, 
in  1756,  infpired  M.  de  Voltaire  with  the  with 
to  fix  his  refidence  in  Swiflerland.  He  firft  went 
to  Geneva  and  Laufanne;  he  afterward purchafed 

vol.  xiii,  Kk  the 
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the  Delices*;  and  finally  fettled  at  Ferney.  He 
divided  his  time  between  ftudy  and  labour; 
he  read  and  wrote ; and  thus  by  the  fruitfulnefs 
of  his  genius  afforded  employment  to  all  the 
bookfellers  of  thefe  Cantons. 

The  refidence  of  M.  de  Voltaire,  the  eifer- 
vefcence  of  his  genius,  and  the  facility  of  his 
productions,  perfuaded  his  whole  neighbour- 
hood that  nothing  more  than  will  was  wanting 
to  become  a man  of  wit.  The  fuppofition  feemed 
like  a kind  of  epidemic  difeafe,  with  which  the 
Swifs,  who  are  not  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  apt  of 
mankind,  were  attacked  : they  could  no  longer 
exprefs  themfelves  on  the  commoneft  fubje&s 
but  by  antithefes,  or  an  epigrammatic  point.  The 
city  of  Geneva  moft  powerfully  felt  the  conta- 
gion : the  citizens,  who  imagined  themfelves 
nothing  lefs  than  fo  many  Lycurgufes,  were  all 
difpofed  to  frame  new  laws  for  their  country; 
while  none  were  willing  to  obey  thofe  that  were 
in  exiftence.  Thefe  emotions,  occafioned  by  an 
ill-conceived  zeal  for  freedom,  gave  rife  to  a 
kind  of  infurre&ion,  and  a war  that  was  rather 
ridiculous  than  ferious.  M.  de  Voltaire  did  not 
fail  to  immortalize  the  event,  by  writing  a poem 
on  the  faid  war,  after  the  manner  of  Homer’s 
War  of  the  Frogs  and  Mice. 

# An  eflate  to  which  M.  de  Voltaire  gave  this  name.  Ta 
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His  pen  was  fometimes  employed  on  theatri- 
cal fubjeds,  fometimes  *ri  hiftorical  and  philofo- 
phical  mifcellames,  and  at  others  in  allegoric 
and  moral  romances;  yet,  at  the  time  that  he  thus 
enriched  literature  with  his  new  produdions, 
he  likewife  applied  himfelf  to  rural  ceconomy. 
This  proves  how  futceptibie  a good  underftand- 
ing  is  of  aifuming  every  form.  Ferney  was  an 
eftate  confiding  chiefly  of  wade  land,  when  pur- 
chafed  by  our  philofopher : by  him  it  was  culti- 
vated ; and  not  only  repeopled,  but  he  there  af- 
fembled  numerous  artids  and  manufacturers. 

Do  not  let  us,  gentlemen,  too  fuddenly  recoi- 
led the  occafion  of  our  grief : leave  we  for  a 
time  M.  de  Voltaire  in  tranquillity  at  Ferney; 
and  let  us  in  che  interim  cad  a more  atten- 
tive retrofped  over  his  numerous  and  various 
produdions.  Hidory  informs  us  that  Virgil, 
when'dying,  ill  fatisded  with  the  iEneid,  which 
he  had  not  brought  to  the  perfedion  he  himfelf 
wilhed,  was  defirous  it  fhould  be  burnt.  The 
long  life  of  M.  de  Voltaire  enabled  him  to 
polifh  and  corred  his  Poem  of  the  League,  and 
to  render  it  what  it  at  prefent  is,  under  the  name 
of  the  Henriade.  Envy  has  reproached  our  au- 
thor, by  afferting  it  was  only  an  imitation  of  the 
iEneid;  and  it  mud  be  confeffed  the  fubjeds  of 
fome  of  th®  books  have  a fimilarity:  but  they 
Kk  2 are 
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are  not  fervile  copies.  If  Virgil  depi&ed  the 
deftrudtion  of  Troy,  Voltaire  difplayed  the  hor-* 
rors  of  St.  Bartholomew.  The  amour  between 
Henry  IV.  and  the  beautiful  Gabrielle  has  been 
compared  to  the  loves  of  Dido  and  iEneas ; and 
the  dream  of  Henry  IV.,  with  the  prophecy  of  the 
future  deftiny  of  the  Bourbons  by  St.  Louis, 
to  the  defcent  of  iEneas  into  hell,  where  An- 
chifes  difcovers  to  his  fon  his  future  pofterity. 
Might  I dare  venture  my  opinion,  I fhould 
judge  the  fuperiority  of  two  of  the  books  to  the 
French;  that  is  to  fay,  the  maflacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  the  dream  of  Henry  IV.  Virgil 
is  fuperior  to  Voltaire  only  in  the  loves  of  Dido, 
for  there  the  Latin  author  fpeaks  to  and  interefts 
the  heart,  and  the  French  fpeaks  only  in  allegory : 
but,  were  we  candidly  to  examine  the  two  poems 
without  prejudice,  either  for  the  ancients  or  the 
moderns,  we  fhould  confefs  that  many  of  the 
parts  of  the  /Eneid  would  not  be  fullered  in 
works  written  by  our  cotemporaries ; as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  funeral  honours  which  iELneas  renders 
his  father  Anchifes;  the  fable  of  the  harpies, 
their  prophecy  to  the  Trojans,  in  which  they 
tell  them  they  fhall  be  obliged  to  eat  their  plates, 
and  the  manner  in  which  that  prophecy  is  ac- 
complilhed  ; the  fow  with  her  nine  pigs,  which 
denote  the  place  where  iEneas  is  to  find  an  end  to 

all 
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all  his  labours;  his  (hips  changed  into  nymphs; 
a flag  killed  by  Afcanius,  which  oceafions  the 
war  between  the  Trojans  and  Rutuli ; and  the 
hatred  which  the  gods  infufe  into  the  hearts  of 
Amata  and  Lavinia  againft  iEneas,  whom  La- 
vinia  finally  marries.  Probably  thefe  were  the 
defedts  with  which  Virgil  himfelf  was  diflatisfied, 
when  he  determined  to  burn  his  book;  and 
which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  judicious 
critics,  ought  to  place  the  AEneid  below  the 
Henriade. 

If  difficulties  to  vanquifli  conflitute  the  merits 
of  an  author,  M.  de  Voltaire  had  certainly  more 
to  furmount  than  Virgil.  The  fubjedt  of  the 
Henriade  is  the  redodtion  of  Paris,  accomplished 
by  the  converfion  of  Henry  IV.:  the  poet  con- 
fequently  had  not  the  liberty  to  put  the  whole 
machinery  of  the  marvellous  in  motion;  he 
was  confined  to  Chriftian  myfteries,  which  are 
much  lefs  fruitful  in  agreeable  and  pidturefque 
images  than  was  the  Pagan  mythology.  We  cer- 
tainly cannot  read  the  tenth  book  of  the  Hen- 
riade without  confeffing  that  the  charms  of  poe- 
try have  the  gift  of  ennobling  all  fubjedts.  M. 
de  Voltaire  was  the  only  perfon  difiatisfied 
with  his  poem.  He  thought  his  hero  was  not 
expofed  to  perils  fufficiently  great,  and  that  con- 
fequently  he  muft  intereft  lefs  than  iEneas,  who 
Kk  3 never 
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never  efcapes  one  danger  without  being  affaulted 
by  another. 

Examining  the  tragedies  of  M.  de  Voltaire 
with  the  fame  fpirit  of  impartiality,  we  muft  own 
that,  in  fome  refpe&s,  he  is  fuperior  to  Racine; 
and,  in  others,  inferior  to  that  famous  poet.  CEdi- 
pus  was  the  firft  play  M.  de  Voltaire  wrote  ; his 
mind  was  imprefled  with  the  beauties  of  Sopho- 
cles and  Euripides,  and  his  memory  inceflantly 
recolledled  the  continued  and  flowing  elegance 
of  Racine.  Thus  doubly  potent,  his  firft  pro- 
duction was  introduced  to  the  theatre  as  a maf- 
ter  piece.  Some  critics,  perhaps,  not  fufficiently 
candid,  were  offended  that  old  Jocafta  fhould, 
at  the  fight  of  Philo&etes,  feel  a paflion,  that  was 
almoft  extindl  in  her  bofom,  again  take  birth. 
But,  had  the  part  of  Philo&etes  been  retrenched, 
thofe  beauties  which  are  produced  by  the  con- 
trails between  his  character  and  that  of  CEdipus, 
would  have  been  loft. 

His  Brutus  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  more  pro- 
per for  reprefentation  on  the  theatre  of  London 
than  on  that  of  Paris;  becaufe  a father  who  in 
cold  blood  condemns'his  fon  to  death  is  regarded 
as  a barbarian  ; whereas,  in  England,  a conftil 
facrificing  the  very  blood  of  his  body  to  the 
dherties  of  his  country,  is  refpedledas  a god.. 

His  Marian,  and  numerous  other  pieces,  fig- 

nalize 
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nalize  both  the  art  of  poetry,  and  the  fecun- 
dity of  the  author’s  genius.  We  muff  not  how- 
ever difguife  truth;  we  muft  obferve  that  criti- 
cifm,  perhaps  too  fevere,  has  reproached  our  poet, 
by  affirming  the  contexture  of  his  tragedies  was 
far  from  being  fo  natural  and  probable  as  that  of 
the  tragedies  of  Racine.  While  Iphigenia,  Phedra, 
and  Athalia  are  reprefented,  fay  thefe  critics,  you 
imagine  yourfelf  prefent  at  an  adion  which  na- 
turally and  clearly  developes  itfelf ; whereas, 
when  Zaire  is  aded,  you  muft  delude  your 
mind  relative  to  probability,  and  pay  but  fmali 
attention  to  certain  defeds  by  which  it  is  (hock- 
ed: they  add  that  the  fecond  ad  is  a digreffion, 
during  which  the  auditor  is  condemned  to  en- 
dure the  dotage  of  the  aged  Lufignan,  who, 
finding  himfelf  again  in  his  palace,  knows  not 
where  he  is ; who  fpeaks  of  his  ancient  feats  of 
arms,  in  the  language  of  a lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  regiment  of  Navarre,  become  the  governor 
of  Peronne.  The  means  by  which  he  recolleds 
his  children  are  not  very  evident.  To  induce  his 
daughter  to  be  a chriftian,  he  informs  her  (lie  is 
on  the  hill  where  Abraham  facrificed,  or  would 
have  facrificed,  his  fon  Ifaac;  he  makes  her  pro- 
mife  to  be  baptized,  after  Chatillon  had  attefted 
that  he  himfelf  had  baptized  her  ; and  that  this 
is  the  plot  of  the  piece  : after  Lufignan  has  en- 
K k 4 grofted 


POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

graded  this  cold  and  languid  ad,  he  dies  of  art 
apoplexy,  without  any  perfon  being  intereded 
by  his  death.  It  fhould  feem,  fince  a pried  and 
a facrament  were  necefiary  to  the  plot,  that  the 
eucharid  might  have  been  fubdituted  to  bap- 
tifm. — But  however  well  founded  thefe  remarks 
might  be,  they  are  entirely  forgotten  in  the 
fifth  ad ; pathos,  pity,  and  terror,  which  this 
great  poet  has  the  art  to  excite  in  fo  fuperior  a 
manner,  hurry  away  the  fpedator,  who,  agi- 
tated by  pafiions  fo  powerful,  forgets  trifling  de- 
feds,  in  favour  of  beauties  fo  great. 

It  will  therefore  be  confeflTed  that  Racine 
poflefles  the  advantage  of  being  more  natural, 
more  probable,  in  the  texture  of  his  dramas ; 
and  that  throughout  them  reign  a continued  ele- 
gance, afweetnefs,  a flow  of  verfification,  which 
no  other  poet  fince  him  has  approached  but, 
in  oppofition  to  thefe,  fome  verfes  excepted, 
which  have  too  much  of  the  epic  in  the  plays 
of  M.  de  Voltaire,  it  mud  be  allowed,  if  we 
will  only  forget  the  fifth  ad  of  Catiline,  he  pof- 
fefled  the  art  of  increafing  the  intered  of  the 
plot  fcene  by  fcene,  and  ad  after  ad,  fo  as  to 
carry  it  to  the  extreme  at  the  catadrophe.  This 
is  certainly  the  perfedion  of  poetry. 

His  univerfal  genius  was  capable  of  all. 
After  having  wredled  with  Virgil,  and  perhaps 

thrown 
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thrown  him,  he  wifhed  to  contend  with  Arioflo  : 
he  wrote  his  Maid  of  Orleans  in  the  manner  of 
the  Orlando  Furiofo.  The  former  poem  is  not 
an  imitation  of  the  latter;  the  fable,  the  mar- 
vellous, and  the  epifodes,  are  all  original ; all 
breathe  gaiety,  and  a vivid  imagination. 

His  fhort  poems,  written  on  focial  occafions, 
are  the  delight  of  all  perfons  of  tafte  ; the  author 
of  them  was  the  only  perfon  who  held  them 
in  no  efleem ; though  Anacreon,  Horace, 
Ovid,  Tibullus,  and  ail  the  great  authors  of  an- 
tiquity, have  left  us  no  models  in  their  various 
kinds  which  he  has  not  equalled.  Thefe  works 
he  wrote  without  effort,  but  thefe  were  not  to 
him  fatisfadory.  His  opinion  was,  that,  to  pof- 
fefs  well-merited  fame,  it  muft  be  acquired  by 
conquering  the  greateft  impediments. 

After  having  given  an  abftrad  of  the  talents 
of  the  poet,  let  us  pafs  on  to  thofe  of  the  hiflo- 
rian.  HisHiftory  of  Charles  XII.  was  the  firft 
he  compofed ; he  was  the  Quintus  Curtius  of 
that  Alexander.  The  dowers  with  which  he 
ftrews  his  fubjed  do  not  alter  the  reality  of  the 
fads  : he  depids  the  ardent  valour  of  the  nor- 
thern hero,  in  the  moft  glowing  colours — his 
fortitude  on  certain  occafions,  his  obftinacy  on 
ethers,  his  profperity,  and  his  misfortunes. 

After  having  made  trial  of  his  flrength  on 

Charles 
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Charles  XII.  he  ventured  to  attempt  the  hiftory 
of  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.  He  did  not  in  this 
employ  the  romantic  ftyle  of  Quintus  Curtius, 
but  fubftituted  that  of  Cicero  ; who,  pleading 
for  the  Manilia  law,  made  an  eulogiuni  on 
Pompey.  A Frenchman  himfelf,  he  enthufi- 
aftically  enumerates  the  famous  events  of  this 
fine  age  of  France;  expofes,  in  all  their  fplen- 
dour,  the  advantages  which  at  that  time  gave 
his  nation  a preponderancy  oyer  fo  many  other 
nations.  He  cites  the  numerous  men  of  genius 
who  feem  to  have  been  moulded  by  the  hand  of 
Louis  XIV. ; and  depi&s  the  reign  of  the  arts 
and  fciences,  protected  by  a polifhed  court ; the 
progrefs  of  induftry,  of  every  kind ; and  that  in- 
trinfic  ftrength  of  France,  which  in  fome  mea- 
fure  rendered  her  king  the  arbiter  of  Europe. 
This  work,  unique  in  its  kind,  defervedly  ac- 
quired M.  de  Voltaire  the  attachment  and  gra- 
titude of  the  whole  French  nation,  whofe  worth 
had  been  more  nobly  depi&ed  by  him  than  by 
any  other  of  their  writers. 

The  ftyle  employed  by  him  in  his  EfTay  on 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  is  again  varied  : it  is  ftrong 
and  fimple.  The  character  of  his  mind  is  more 
manifefted,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treat- 
ed that  hiftory,  than  in  his  other  writings.  We 
there  fee  the  impetuofity  of  fuperior  genius 
5 * taking 
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taking  an  enlarged  view  of  every  fubjed,  attach- 
ing itfelf  to  what. is  important,  and  negleding 
whatever  is  trifling.  The  work  is  not  written 
to  teach  hiftory  to  thofe  by  whom  it  has  not 
been  ftudied,  but  to  recal  to  mind  the  principal 
fads  after  having  been  previoufly  read.  He 
keeps  the  firft  law  of  hiftory,  that  of  fpeaking 
truth,  continually  in  yiew  ; and  the  refledions 
which  he  fcatters  are  not  digreffions,  but  rife 
out  of  the  fubjed. 

We  have  ftill  numerous  other  treatifes  by 
M.  de  Voltaire,  to  analyfe  which  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  : feme  turn  on  fubjeds  of  criticifm ; 
others  on  metaphyfics,  which  he  enlightens ; and 
others  again  on  aftronomy,  hiftory,  philofophy, 
eloquence,  poetry,  and  mathematics.  His  very 
romances  bear  the  (lamp  of  originality.  Zadig, 
Micromegas,  and  Candide,  are  works  which 
feem  to  breathe  the  fpirit  of  frivolity;  yet  contain 
moral  or  critical  allegories  on  fome  modem 
fyftems,  in  which  the  agreeable  and  the  ufeful 
are  infeparably  combined. 

Talents  fo  various,  and  fcience  fo  diverfe, 
united  in  one  fingle  perfon,  threw  his  readers 
into  furprize  mingled  with  aftonifhment.  Re- 
cal  to  mind,  gentlemen,  the  lives  of  the  great 
men  of  antiquity,  whofe  names  have  defeended 
to  us,  and  we  fhall  find  that  each  of  them  li- 
mited 
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mited  himfelf  to  one  fpecies  of  knowledge* 
Ariflotle  and  Plato  were  philofophers ; Efchinus 
and Demofthenes,  orators ; Homer,  an  epic  poet; 
Sophocles  wrote  tragedies ; Anacreon,  odes ; 
Thucydides  and  Xenophon,  hiflory.Thus,  among 
the  Romans,  Virgil,  Horace,  Ovid,  and  Lu- 
cretius, were  poets ; Varro  and  Livy,  hiflorians; 
Craffus  the  elder,  Antony,  and  Hortenfius,  fa- 
tisfied themfelves with  oratory;  Cicero,  the  con- 
ful  orator,  the  defender  and  father  of  his  country, 
was  the  only  one  who  united  in  himfelf  various 
fpecies  of  fcience  and  talents.  To  the  grand 
art  of  eloquence,  in  which  he  excelled  all  his 
cotemporaries,  he  added  the  profound  fludy  of 
philofophy,  fuch  as  it  then  was : this  appears 
from  hisTufculan  Epiftles,  his  admirable  trea- 
tife  on  the  Nature  of  the  Gods,  and  his  Offices, 
which  is  perhaps  the  bed  moral  work  we  yet 
poffefs.  Cicero  was  even  a poet  : he  tranflated 
the  verfes  of  Aratus  into  Latin  ; and  it  is  fup- 
pofed  his  corrections  improved  the  poem  of 
Lucretius. 

We  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  extend 
our  enquiries  through  a fpace  of  feventeen  cen- 
turies, to  find,  among  the  multitude  of  men 
who  have  compofed  the  human  race,  Cicero 
alone,  whofe  knowledge  might  be  compared 
with  that  of  our  illuftrious  author.  It  may  be 
3 affirmed. 
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affirmed,  if  I may  be  permitted  thus  to  exprefs 
myfelf,  that  M.  de  Voltaire  was  himfelf  equal 
to  a whole  academy.  There  are  effays  written 
by  him,  in  which  We  imagine  we  meet  with 
Bayle,  armed  with  all  his  logical  arguments  ; in 
others  we  think  we  are  reading  Thucydides. 
Here  he  is  a philofopher,  difcovering  the  fecrets 
of  nature ; and  there  a metaphyfician,  who,  reft- 
ing  on  analogy  and  experiment,  follows  with 
meafured  fteps  the  traces  of  Locke.  In  other 
of  his  works  we  difcover  the  rival  of  Sophocles ; 
here  he  fcatters  flowers  as  he  proceeds;  there  he 
playfully  puts  on  the  fock ; though  it  feenu 
that  his  elevated  imagination  did  not  take  plea- 
fure  in  confining  its  flight  to  the  fportive  track 
of  Terence  or  Moliere.  Soon  you  fee  him 
mounting  his  Pegafus,  who,  extending  his 
wings,  tranfports  him  to  the  heights  of  Helicon, 
where  the  god  of  the  mufes  afligns  him  a place 
between  Homer  and  Virgil. 

Productions  fo  various,  and  efforts  of  genius 
fo  great,  produced  at  length  ftrong  fenfations 
on  the  minds  of  mankind  ; and  all  Europe  ap- 
plauded the  fuperior  talents  of  M.  de  Voltaire. 
Yet  muft  it  not  be  fuppofed  he  was  fpared  by 
jealoufy  and  envy ; they  fharpened  all  their  darts 
to  wound.  That  innate  fpirit  of  independence 

in 


POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

in  mankind,  which  infpires  them  with  averfion 
for  authority  the  moil  legitimate,  made  them 
revolt  with  ftill  greater  bitternefs  againft  a fupe- 
riority  of  talents,  which,  wanting  ftrength,  they 
could  not  attain.  But  the  clamours  of  envy 
were  drowned  in  the  acclamations  of  applaufe. 
Men  of  letters  thought  themfelves  honoured 
by  the  acquaintance  of  this  great  man.  Who- 
ever was  philofopher  enough  to  efteem  nothing 
fo  much  as  perfonal  merit,  placed  M.  de  Vol- 
taire far  above  thofe  whofe  anceftors,  titles, 
pride,  and  wealth  conftitute  their  whole  worth. 
M.  de  Voltaire  was  one  of  the  fmall  number 
of  philofophers  who  may  fay,  Omnia  mecum  pcrto . 
Princes,  fovereigns,  kings,  and  emprefles, 
heaped  on  him  marks  of  their  efteem  and  admi- 
ration. Not  that  we  pretend  to  infinuate  that 
the  grandees  of  the  earth  are  thofe  who  heft 
can  eftimate  merit ; but  the  fad  at  leaft  proves 
the  fame  of  our  author " to  be  fo  generally 
eftabliihed,  that  the  chiefs  of  nations,  far  from 
contradiding  the  public  voice,  imagined  it 
their  duty  to  join  in  approbation. 

But  as  in  this  world  good  is  every  where  in- 
termingled with  evil,  it  happened  that  M.  de 
Voltaire,  alive  to  the  univerfal  applaufe  which 
he  enjoyed,  was  not  left  fo  to  ihe  ftings  of  thofe 
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Infeds  that  wallow  in  the  mud  of  the  waters  of 
Hippocrene  Far  from  punching,  he  im- 
mortalized them,  by  admitting  their  obfcure 
names  a place  in  his  works. 

But  the  befpattering  he  received  from  them 
was  trifling,  compared  to  the  more  violent  per- 
fecutions  he  endured  from  ecclefiaftics ; who, 
being  profeffionally  the  minifters  of  peace* 
ought  to  pra&ife  nothing  but  charity  and  bene- 
volence.  Blinded  by  falfe  zeal,  and  brutalized 
by  fanaticifm,  they  feize  their  prey,  and  by 
calumniating  wifh  to  deftroy.  Their  ignorance 
rendered  their  plan  abortive  ; wanting  know- 
ledge, they  confounded  ideas  the  moft  evident ; 
fo  that  paflages  in  which  our  author  infinuated 
toleration,  were  by  them  interpreted  to  contain 
the  dogmas  of  atheifm  : and  this  fame  Voltaire, 
who  had  exerted  all  the  refources  of  his  genius 
powerfully  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  a God, 
heard  himfelf,  to  his  great  aftonifhment,  accufed 
of  denying  that  exiftence.  The  devout,  who 
thus  fo  mal-adroitly  (bed  their  gall  [over  him, 
met  with  approbation  among  people  of  their 
own  clafs,  but  not  among  thofe  who  had  the 
lead:  tincture  of  the  art  of  reafoning.  His  true 

* The  metaphor  is  his  majefly’s  ; the  reader  will  judge  for 
himfelf  how  far  it  is  allowable,  recollecting  the  poetic  purity 
of  thefe  fabulous  waters,  T. 
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crime  conMecT  in  not  having  cowardly  difguif- 
ed,  in  his  history,  the  vices  of  fo  many  pontiffs 
who  had  dishonoured  the  church  ; becaufe  he 
had  Said,  with  Paul  Sarpi,  Fleuri,  and  numerous 
others,  that  the  paffions  often  have  greater  in- 
fluence, on  the  conduct  of  priefts,  than  the 
ipfpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; becaufe,  in  his 
works,  he  infufed  horror  into  the  minds  of  his 
readers  againfl  the  abominable  maffacres  which 
falfe  zeal  had  committed  ; and  finally  becaufe 
he  treated  with  contempt  tbofe  unintelligible 
and  frivolous  quarrels,  to  which  divines  of  every 
fed  attach  fo  much  importance. 

To  finifli  the  pidure,  let  us  add  that  all 
the  works  of  M.  de  Voltaire  fold  as  foon  as 
they  came  from  the  prefs ; while,  at  the  fame 
time  bifhops  beheld,  with  holy  vexation,  their 
paftoral  letters  worm-paten,  or  rotting  in  the 
Shops  of  the  bookfellers.  Thus  did  the  imbe- 
cillity  of  priefls  reafon  : their  flupidity  might  be 
pardoned,  did  not  their  ill-drawn  conclufions 
injure  the  peace  of  mankind.  Truth  is  obliged 
to  fay,  that  logic  fo  falfe  is  Sufficient  to 
charaderize  beings  fo  vile  and  contemptible ; 
who,  publicly  profeffing  to  Subdue  their  reafon, 
are  openly  divorced  from  common  fenfe. 

Since  we  are  here  justifying  M.  de  Voltaire, 
we  ought  not  to  conceal  any  of  the  accufations 
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brought  againft  him.  Bigotry  imputed  to  him 
the  crime  of  having  diffeminated  the  opinions 
of  Epicurus,  Hobbs,  Wollafton,  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  and  other  philofophers.  But  is  it  not 
evident  that,  far  from  confirming  thefe  opinions, 
by  thofe  remarks  which  others  are  free  to  add, 
he  fatisfied  himfelf  with  ftating  fads,  the  de- 
cifion  on  which  he  left  to  his  readers  ? Befide, 
if  the  foundation  of  religion  be  truth,  what  has 
religion  to  apprehend  from  all  that  falfehood 
can  invent  ? Of  this  M.  de  Voltaire  was  fo 
well  convinced  that  he  did  not  fuppofe  the 
doubts  of  a few  philofophers  could  be  fuperior 
to  divine  infpiration. 

But  let  us  extend  our  remarks ; let  us  com- 
pare the  morality  which  prevails  through  his 
works  to  that  of  his  perfecutors.  Men  ought 
to  love  each  other,  faid  he,  like  brothers ; their 
duty  is  mutually  to  aid  each  other,  while  fup- 
porting  the  burthen  of  life,  in  which  the  fum  of 
evil  is  greater  than  the  fum  of  good.  Their 
opinions  are  as  different  as  their  countenances. 
Far  from  perfecuting,  becaufe  they  do  not  think 
alike,  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  rectifying 
the  judgments  of  thofe  who  are  in  error,  by 
reafoning,  without  fubflituting  fire  and  flames 
to  argument ; and,  in  a word,  they  ought  to  be- 
have toward  their  neighbour,  as  they  wifh  their 
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neighbour  fhould  behave  toward  them.  Is  fhis 
the  language  of  M.  de  Voltaire,  or  of  the  holy 
gofpel  ? Let  us  contrail  this  with  the  practical 
morality  of  hypocrify,  or  of  falfe  zeal,  which  thus 
cxprefles  itfelf : — We  mult  exterminate  thofe 
who  do  not  think  as  we  wilh  them  to  think  ; we 
muffc  be  the  terror  of  fuch  as  endeavour  to  un- 
malk  our  vices  and  our  ambition  ; let  God  be 
the  buckler  of  our  iniquities ; let  men  deftroy 
each  other,  let  blood  flow.  What  matters  this 
to  us,  provided  our  authority  do  but  increafe  ? 
Let  us  paint  an  implacable  and  cruel  God,  that 
the  cuflom  duties  of  Purgatory  and  Paradife 
may  augment  our  revenues.  Thus  does  reli- 
gion too  often  take  advantage  of  the  paflions  of 
men,  and  perverfely  turn  fources  the  moll  pure 
to  be  the  fountain  of  ill. 

The  caufe  of  M.  de  Voltaire  being  fuch  as 
we  have  Hated,  he  gained  the  fentence  of  ap- 
plaufe  at  every  tribunal  over  which  reafon,  in- 
ftead  of  myllical  fophiftry,  prefided.  Whatever 
pnrfecution  he  might  endure  from  theological 
hatred,  he  failed  not  to  diftinguilh  religion  itfelf 
from  thofe  by  whom  religion  is  difhonoured.  To 
the  eccleliallics,  whofe  virtues  were  the  true  or- 
naments of  the  church,  he  rendered  juftice ; he 
blamed  none  but  fuch  as,  by  the  perverlity  of 
Uieir  morals,'  became  abhorred  of  mankind. 

Thus 
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Thus  did  M.  de  Voltaire  pafs  his  life  amid 
the  perfections  of  thofe  who  envied  him,  and 
tne  admiration  of  his  enthuliafts,  without  being 
humbled  by  the  farcafms  of  the  former,  or  in- 
flated by  the  applaufes  the  latter  bellowed  : he 
was  fatisfied  with  inftrudting  the  world ; and,  by 
-his  writings,  with  infpiring  the  love  of  letters 
and  of  man.  Not  contented  with  giving  moral 
precepts,  he  preached  benevolence  by  example. 
He  it  was  v/ho  courageoufly  flood  forth  the 
defender  of  the  unhappy  family  of  Calas,  who 
pleaded  thecaufeof  the  Sirvens,andwrefted  them 
from  the  barbarous  power  of  their  judges ; nay, 
had  he  poflefled  the  gift  of  miracles,  he  would 
have  railed  the  chevalier  La  Barre  from  the 
dead.  How  noble  a picture  is  a philofopher, 
buried  jn  retreat,  pleading  aloud  the  caufe  of 
humanity,  and  obliging  judges  to  repeal  the 
fentences  of  injuftice  ! Had  M.  de  Voltaire 
done  nothing  more,  he  would  have  merited  a 
place  among  that  fmall  number  who  are  juftly 
efleemed  the  true  benefactors  of  men.  Thus 
we  fee  philofophy  and  religion  in  concert  point 
to  the  road  of  virtue.  Examine  vvho  is  the  moft 
a chriftian — the  magiftrate  who  cruelly  forces  a 
family  into  banifhment,  or  the  philofopher  who 
welcomes  and  yields  it  fupport;  the  judge  who 
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employs  the  fword  of  law  to  affaffmate  the 
thoughlefs,  but  not  guilty,  or  the  fage  who 
would  fave  the  life  of  youth,  that  he  might  cor- 
rect his  errors ; the  executioner  of  Calas,  or  the 
protedor  of  that  miferable  family? — Thefe,  gen- 
tlemen, are  fads  which  will  render  the  memory 
of  M.  de  Voltaire  for  ever  dear  to  thofe  who 
have  feeling  hearts,  and  minds  capable  of  emo- 
tion. Precious  as  the  gifts  of  underftanding,  ima- 
gination, elevated  genius,  and  extenfive  know- 
ledge are,  thefe  gifts,  of  which  nature  is  but 
rarely  prodigal,  are  not  fuperior  to  ads  of  hu- 
manity and  benevolence  ; the  firft  are  admired, 
the  fecond  bleffed  and  revered. 

However  painful,  gentlemen,  it  may  be  to 
me,  ever  to  be  feparated  from  M.  de  Voltaire, 
I feel  the  moment  approach  at  which  I am 
obliged  to  renew  that  afflidion  in  you  which 
his  lofs  has  occaiioned.  We  left  him  peaceful 
at  Ferney : affairs  of  perfonal  intereft  induced 
him  to  remove  to  Paris,  where  he  hoped  to  ar- 
rive foon  enough  to  fave  fome  remains  of  his 
fortune  from  a bankruptcy  in  which  he  was 
involved.  He  wifhed  not  again  to  appear  in 
his  country  with  an  empty  hand.  His  time,  which 
he  divided  between  philofophy  and  the  belles 
lettres,  furnifhed  him  a number  of  works,  fome 
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©f  which  he  always  had  in  referve.  Having 
compofed  a new  tragedy,  the  fubjed  of  which 
is  Irene,  he  was  delirous  to  have  it  aded  on 
the  theatre  of  Paris.  It  was  his  cuftom  to  fub- 
jed  his  pieces  to  the  moil  fevere  examination, 
before  he  expofed  them  to  public  exhibition. 
In  conformity  to  thefe  principles,  he  confulted 
all  the  men  of  tafle  with  whom  he  was  acquaint- 
ed at  Paris : facrifking  vain  felf-love  to  the  de- 
fire of  rendering  his  labours  worthy  of  poflerity, 
liftening  to  the  found  advice  of  criticifm,  he 
endeavoured  with  ardent  and  fingular  zeal  to 
render  his  tragedy  corred.  He  palled  whole 
nights  in  new  modelling  his  work;  and  whether 
it  were  to  ward  off  lleep,  or  to  reinvigorate  his 
mind,  he  made  an  immoderate  ufe  of  coffee  : 
fifty  cups  per  day  were  fcarcely  fufficient.  This 
liquor  threw  his  blood  into  the  moft  violent  agi- 
tation, and  brought  on  heat  fo  exceffive  that, 
to  calm  this  kind  of  inflammatory  fever,  he  had 
recourfe  to  opiates,  of  which  he  took  ftrong 
dofes.  Far  from  removing  the  difeafe,  thefe 
did  but  accelerate  his  end.  Soon  after  having 
taken  this  medicine  with  fo  little  precaution,  a 
fpecies  of  palfy  became  manifeft ; and  this  was 
followed  by  an  apopledic  flroke,  which  termi- 
nated his  life. 
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Though  M.  de  Voltaire  was  feeble  in  confti- 
tution,  and  though  grief,  care,  and  exceflive 
application^  had  contributed  to  weaken  it,  he 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty  four.  Mind  was  in 
him  continually  fuperior  to  matter  ; the  ftrength 
of  his  foul  communicated  vigour  to  a body  al- 
moft  tranfparent.  His  memory  was  aftonifhing, 
and  he  preferved  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind 
and  imagination  to  his  laffc  figh.  With  what 
joy,  gentlemen,  fhall  I bring  to  your  recollec- 
tion thofe  teftimonies  of  admiration,  and  grati- 
tude, which  the  people  of  Paris  rendered  to  this 
great  man,  during  his  laft  refidence  in  his  coun- 
try 1 Uncommon  as  it  is,  how  delightful  is  it  to 
fee  the  public  equitable ; to  fee  them  render 
juftice  during  life  to  thofe  extraordinary  beings, 
whom  nature  is  pleafed  only  to  produce  at  dis- 
tant periods,  that  they  may  receive,  even  from 
their  cotemporaries,  the  applaufes  they  are  cer- 
tain to  obtain  from  pofterity  ! It  might  well  be 
expelled  that  a man  who  had  employed  the 
whole  fagacity  of  his  genius  to  celebrate  the 
glory  of  his  nation,  fhould  find  fome  rays  revert- 
ed back  upon  himfelf.  Thus  the  French  felt; 
and,  by  their  enthufiafm,  rendered  themfelves 
worthy  of  partaking  the  luftre  their  countryman 
had  fhed  upon  them  and  their  age. 
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Yet  could  it  be  believed  that  this  Voltaire,  tp 
whom  prophane  Greece  would  have  raifed  altars, 
whofe  ftatues  would  have  adorned  Rome ; to 
whofe  memory  a mighty  emprefs,  the  protec- 
trefs  of  the  fciences,  determined  to  ere&  a mo- 
nument at  Peterlburg — would  it,  I fay,  be  be- 
lieved, that  fuch  a being  fhould  be  in  danger  of 
wanting  a little  earth  to  cover  his  allies  ? What  I 
In  the  eighteenth  century,  when  knowledge  is 
more  than  ever  expanded,  when  the  fpirit  of 
philofophy  has  made  a progrefs  fo  great,  can 
other  Hierophantes  be  found  more  barbarous 
than  the  Heruli,  and  more  worthy  of  living  with 
the  people  of  Taprobane  than  with  the  French 
nation,  blinded  by  falfe  zeal,  drunken  with  fa- 
naticifm,  who  would  not  allow  the  laft  fad  rites 
of  humanity  to  be  paid  to  one  of  the  moll  cele- 
brated men  the  bofom  of  France  ever  bore?  This, 
however,  was  a fpedtacle  which  all  Europe  be- 
held with  mingled  grief  and  indignation. 

But,  whatever  might  be  the  hatred  of  lunatics 
like  thefe,  or  the  cowardice  of  their  revenge, 
which  thus  could  glut  itfelf  on  the  dead ; neither 
the  cries  of  envy,  nor  their  favage  howlings,  can 
tarnifh  the  memory  of  M.  de  Voltaire.  The 
mildeft  fentence  they  can  expedt  is,  that  they 
and  their  vile  artifices  Ihould  remain  for  ever 
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buried  in  the  darknefs  of  oblivion  ; while  the 
fame  of  M.  de  Voltaire  fhall  increafe  with  in- 
creaiing  ages,  and  tranfmit  his  name  to  immor- 
tality. 
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After  twenty  infert  of. 

For  fifteen  battalions  read  on 
the  15  th  five  battalions. 

For  reverie  read  referve. 

For  the  right  of  the  wind- 
mill read  on  a height  be- 
fide  the  windmill. 

For  Kemerfdorf  read  Kuh- 
nerfdorf. 

After  September  add  with 
about  twenty  thoufand 
men. 

Before  the  •word  other  infert 
ten. 

Injlead  of  Frederic  II.  read 
Ferdinand  II. 

For  the  emprefs’s  mother 
read  the  emprefs  his  mo- 
ther. 

For  § 7 read  § 57. 

(Poetry  ) For  ways  read  rays. 

After  Prince  Royal  add  Re* 
mufberg,  Auguft  1 6, 1 737. 


Vol.  VII.  Letter  CXXXIII.  For  July  9 read  July  29. 

CXLII.  Before  Sept.  6 infert  the  word 

Wefel. 

. CLXIV.  Injlead  of  July  5 read  June  25. 

CLX^VII.  Infleadof  June  1 read]une.  18. 

— CLXXXIII.  Injlead  of  April  7 read  Au- 

guft  7- 

CLXXXVII.  Before  Sept.  % infert  Bruf- 

fels. 
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